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Bottom, l-r:  Schol. Bros. Victor Patricio-Silva (US), Sergio

Gonzales (US), Eleazar Manuel Lopez (US), Middle, l-r: Felix

Nyambe (Zambia), Rusty Gardiner (Lacombe) ; Top, l-r:

Ulises Silva (Mexico), Terence Chota (Zambia), Michael

Tembo (Zambia).

School year begins with 27

B
ros. Feliciano Lopez-Ortiz and Ja-

son  Rossignol  professed perpetual

vows  in a multilingual Mass and cer-

emony on Aug. 30, held at Immaculate Con-

ception Chapel on the Oblate School of The-

ology campus.

Surrounded by numerous Oblate

priests and brothers, family members and

friends, Bro. Feliciano professed his vows in

Spanish and Bro. Jason professed his vows in

French.

Fr. William Antone, OMI, provin-

cial, received their vows. Among those filling

the chapel to capacity were parishioners from

San Juan de los Lagos Parish and Shrine in

A
s the 2014-2015 school year began, 27 men

were in various stages of formation.

  Five pre-novices are at the Casa Estudiantil

de Mazenod in Tijuana, all for the US province.

The pre-novitiate at Holy Angels in Buffalo,

NY,  has six candidates, all  for the US Province.

Four novices are in Godfrey, IL, three for

the US province, one for India.

In the post-novitiate at Sexton House in San

Antonio, TX, there are eight  scholastics, of which

three are studying  for  the US, three for Zambia,

and one each for Mexico and the Lacombe prov-

ince in Canada.

Four scholastics are out on internship : Dawid

Karchut,  Daniel Ziegler,  or their pastoral year:  Lucio

Castillo, Feliciano Lopez -Ortiz,

Oblates on the formation staffs at these lev-

els are Tijuana: Frs. Francisco Gomez and Don

Bernard; Buffalo: Frs. Alex Roque and Paul

Nourie; Godfrey: Frs. Tom Horan, Jack Lau

and  Rudy Nowakowski; Sexton House: Frs. Raul Salas,

Ron LaFramboise, Fernando Velazquez, and Nebby Mutale

(Zambia).               Other class photos  on page 5.

2 profess perpetual vows

Bros. Rossignol and Lopez-Ortiz after profession of vows Continued on page 3
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Our lives are full
of unsung heroes, starting

with our mothers! And in-

cluding, of course, our fa-

thers! In this column, I wish

to sing about a select group

of unsung heroes within the

U.S. Province.

But first, it is good to

realize that always be-

hind the scenes there are

many people who quietly

make a big difference in

our lives. Beyond the

stage lights and without

any headlines are people who uphold

and sustain what we often take for

granted.  We can think of dozens of

examples. These unsung heroes are

in our families, and even more are

in our Church and society.

We often see as newsworthy

and admirable the daring of someone in

business who takes risks with his capi-

tal to create jobs, but we easily forget

about those who take up those jobs and

leave the floors and bathrooms clean and

trash bins empty before anyone else

shows up for work in the morning.

I marvel at the good that my

brother Oblates bring about in conjunc-

tion with lay and religious collaborators,

friends, and benefactors. I realize that

so much is done quietly even anony-

mously. I realize that many unsung he-

roes continually make possible our lives

as missionaries and servants “set apart

for the Gospel” (Romans 1, 1 and Con-

stitutions #2). Among them are our

fundraisers. They are key to the sus-

tenance of the province of approxi-

mately 285 Oblates.

I lived 20 years in two Mexican

border cities working with my brother

Oblates, many lay persons and religious

sisters in helping to build church com-

munities from the ground up. We accom-

plished this one person at a time and lit-

erally “brick by brick”.  Although the

people we ministered to would sup-

port us as best they could (sometimes

with the gift of a dozen tamales or fresh

goat cheese!), we were never able to

draw a regular salary from the com-

munities we served.

I once made a list of all the

benefactors that I could name who

helped us in our ministry and who

literally made it possible for us to

be there. It was hundreds of names

long.  I called my list “granos de

arena” which means “grains of

sand” because the many donations

added up as grains of sand add up.

These donations made it pos-

sible to have a roof over our heads

and food on the table, to drive and

maintain a vehicle, celebrate the sac-

raments, buy catechetical books and

materials, provide emergency grocer-

ies for a family or give a high school

student a scholarship to pay his or her

fees and remain in school.  These do-

nations built churches and classrooms

and purchased the properties upon

which they stood. These donations

gave hope.

Just as I was  grateful dur-

ing my time in Mexico to our bene-

factors for their many “granos de

arena”, I was also grateful to those

who raised the funds that make our

mission and ministries possible.

Our fundraisers are among

the unsung heroes of the Church

and, more to the point here, of the

Oblates.

To raise funds one must first

raise awareness.  This means aware-

ness of the needs of people, of their

suffering and of our need for one

another.

This is the awareness ulti-

mately of our need to help others,

and of the “joy of the Gospel” in

OMSI Director of IT Fr. Jim Chambers, OMI, with IT managers Rick Muzny and Dan

Matyka  clarify the workings of the new Donor Database  to some Charitable and

Planned Giving workers  Standing, l-r: Bill McGrath, Dennis Kempf, Rene Foronda,

D.Mateyka, Fr. Chambers;  seated, l-r: R. Muzny, Andrea Martin, Pat Schnyder
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which Jesus, who is the Good News,

tells us the story of the Samaritan who

came upon a victim robbed and left for

dead and was “moved with compas-

sion at the sight” and became a neigh-

bor—someone near and dear—to his

brother.

This awareness is the opposite

of indifference or bureaucracy. To raise

our awareness, our consciousness, and

to educate and involve us—in prayer

and in action—is an essential part of the

ministry of our fundraisers.

We are blessed to have in our

United States Province many persons

who raise the funds and raise the aware-

ness of our indebtedness to God and

our need to help others.  This ministry

is key to making our missionary work

possible.  We are grateful for their dedi-

cated work and ministry.

The first time I visited one of

the centers of Oblate fund-raising

ministries, that of Oblate Missions in

San Antonio, one dedicated person

told me that she enjoyed her work be-

cause she felt she was “part of some-

thing much bigger than herself”.  Per-

haps that is as religious a statement as

one can make, since that is what reli-

gion brings us to: to participate in some-

thing bigger than ourselves. To be united

to God.  And when we know our part

and fulfill it, whether big or small—per-

haps all our parts are small—we can

find peace and happiness in our lives.

During a challenging transitional

time in our province, a few years ago,

our brother Fr. Bill Morell took up the

leadership role of the Oblate Mission-

ary Society, Inc. (OMSI) and right be-

hind him Fr. Jim Chambers stepped

up to the plate. We are very grateful to

them. Together they have formed a tire-

less leadership team as Oblate Execu-

tive Director and Associate Oblate Ex-

ecutive Director of OMSI.

They work closely with Fr.

Saturnino Lajo and Fr. John

Madigan, chaplain directors for Ob-

late Missions in San Antonio, TX, and

the Missionary Association of Mary Im-

maculate in Belleville, IL, respectively.

Fr. Nino lovingly and personally re-

sponds to our donors in writing and by

phone, while Fr. John gets on the phone

every day to say “thank you” while

Continued from page 2

From the Provincial

making a great sacrifice because of poor

health. Not to be forgotten is Fr. Leo

Perez, Director of the Grotto Ministry

in San Antonio, for his invaluable col-

laboration with Oblate Missions

There are many other key play-

ers, usually unsung: Ken Amerson, Joe

Pytlinski, Noelia Peña, William

Rondeau, William Undertajlo, Den-

nis Kempf and many more.

I would feel amiss not singing

out the names of other members of the

large team: Marsela Guillen, Patricio

Espinoza, Yolanda Zerda, Eric

Barrera, Beatriz McCoy, Brian

Brandmeyer, Mark Ettling, Cindy

Quillia, Jane Reiso, Roland Gayatin,

Michelle Delfel, Billy Kauling, Bob

Braun, Robert Muzny, Diane Green,

Alexander Cruz, Sandy Wolff, Rose

Hammon, Frank Serda, Jr., Lucinda

Razuri, Magda Luevano, Carmen

Hernandez, Irma Robledo, Diann

Donjon, Cindy Crowl, Lorranie

Quillia, Richard Muzny and Dan

San Antonio, Our Lady of Refuge Par-

ish in Roma and St. Eugene de

Mazenod Parish in Brownsville.

Both Brother Feliciano and

Brother Jason have served in ministry

at San Juan de los Lagos Parish and

Shrine in their formation. Brother

Feliciano is currently in ministry at Our

Lady of Refuge Parish, while Brother

Jason is currently in ministry at St. Eu-

gene de Mazenod Parish.(Photo: Dana

Simental)

Profession of vows
Continued from page 1

Fr Nick Harding, pastor of San Eugenio in Tijuana, is pictured with a teacher

(upper left) and a few of the 70 children who attend the school for parents

and children with special needs at the Centro San Eugenio. Fr. Bob Callahan

founded the Centro in 1996 which serves as a clinic and education center.

Continued on page 4
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Mateyka. And there are still others

who remain unsung!

On the OMSI Board are three

gentlemen I want to recognize who offer

expertise with great love and dedication:

Bob Kusenberger, Harry Yosten and

Larry McGowen. Thank you all.

Not far away, another

fundraiser, Artie Pingolt, brings his

genius to the ministry through the unique

organization of The Missionary Oblate

Partnership, which is separate from

OMSI and yet connected.  Working

closely with Artie is Diane

Conocchioli, generously offering her

expertise.

Thank  you and blessings to all

who quietly yet effectively work to

make so much ministry possible among

the poor, with their many faces.

–Bill Antone, OMI

Continued from page 3

From the Provincial

Standing, l-r: Frs. Lucio Cruz, Julio Narváez, Armando Lopez, Tony Ortiz, Ray Cook, Fernando Velazquez,

Bob White, Porfirio Garcia, Benedicto Frias, David Uribe, Antonio Ponce, Francisco Gomez, Fr. Lou Studer,

Jim Brobst, Juan Gaspar; Kneeling, l-r: Frs. Emmanuel Mulenga, Humphrey Milimo,  Bill Antone.

T
he annual “Under Ten” meeting of Oblate priests ordained ten years

or less with members of the provincial council took place from Aug.

11-15 at Villa Maria Immaculada retreat house in Tepoztlán, Mexcio.

A visit from the Superior General made for a special occasion. Above,

standing, l-r: Frs. Bill Antone, Jim Brobst; an Oblate Associate; seated, l-

r: Frs. James Lyons,  Louie Lougen, Lou Studer.



November- 2014 -5

At the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Novitiate in Godfrey,  IL:
L-r: Fr. Jack Lau, OMI, Antonio

Zapata (Leon, Nicaragua), Tom

Franklin (Buffalo, NY),  Fr. Tom

Horan, OMI, Daniel Bourg (St.

Paul, MN) and Vincent Fernandez

Adaikalasamy (India), Fr. Rudy

Nowakowski, OMI

L-r:  Steven Montez, 21, Kingsville,

TX, Alejandro Alvarado, 39, San

Antonio, TX, Teko Teko-Agbo 24,

Front Royal, VA,  Jean Emmanuel

Meloncourt, 38,  Lowell, MA,

Brian Bernhardt, 18,  Bloomington,

IL,  Jerry Gutierrez, 31,  Paterson,

NJ.

School year begins
continued from p. 1

Left: Candido Garcia Mencos,  27, from

Guatemala, in last year (4th year of philosophy),

Fulgencio Ochoa Reyes, 31,  from Guanajuato

Mexico, in 3rd year of philosophy.

Right: Marcos Ivan Ochoa Sahagun, 19,  from

Tijuana, our own parish La Morita Mexico, in  first

year of philosophy. Erik Ivan Rodriguez Lozano, 21,

from  La Morita parish in Mexico,  in  first philosophy,

Diego Alberto Garcia Perez, 18,  from La Morita

Mexico, also in  first year of philosophy.

W
e continue on this page

introducing our readers to

the men in formation in the

novitiate and the two pre-noviciate

houses.

Casa Estudiantil deMazenod in Tijuana:

From the pre-novitiate in

Buffalo, NY
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Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Eileen McVarish, 90, sister of Bro. Thomas Cruise,

OMI, died on Aug. 11 in West Bridgewater, MA.

Fr. Joseph “Chet” Schwab, 87, died on Aug. 13 in

Madison, FL.

Fr. Bertram N Silver, OMI, 86, (former EUSP

province) died on Aug. 21 in Tokushima, Japan.

Raymond A. Tague, 85, former Oblate, died on Sept.

4 in Derry, NH.

Robert Allanach, 64,  former Oblate, died on Sept. 8

in Slidell, LA.

Fr. Francis Kelly Nemeck, OMI, 76, died on Sept.

11 in San Antonio, TX.

Robert Kleinworth, former Oblate, died on Sept. 14

in San Antonio, TX.

Pamela Knab, 60, sister-in-law of  Fr. George Knab,

OMI, died on Sept. 27 in Colorado.

Ralph Stauder, HOMI, 90, died Oct. 5 in Belleville, IL

Gordon Orsino, 67, former Oblate, died on Oct. 5 in

Valhalla, NY.

Fr. Daniel O’Leary, 91, died Oct. 8 in Weymouth, MA.

Mary A. Taylor, 90, sister of Fr. James E. Taylor,

OMI, died on Oct.9 in Palos Hts., IL.

A priority of the ministries
of the Missionary Oblates in the U.S.

Province has consistently been “close

collaboration with the laity with whom

we minister.” This priority includes the

commitment that Oblates will continue

to develop and enhance lay leadership

in our ministries.

This priority is strongly adhered to among the minis-

tries of the Missionary Oblates in Alaska.

In Alaska, the Oblates are acutely aware of the short-

age of religious and priests to cover the many towns, vil-

lages, prisons, hospitals, nursing homes, schools, and pri-

vate homes in this large state. The Oblates are also grateful

for the talents, gifts, competencies of the many lay leaders

who administrate and minister in these many facilities.

Covering the entire Kenai Peninsula are Oblates

Roger Bergkamp, Tom Rush and Bob Leising. In each of

the parishes served by them, there is a Parish Life Coordina-

tor (PLC) who carries out the administrative responsibilities

of the parish and all of the ministries connected to the parish.

Merlyn Verba is the PLC for our parish in Soldotna

where Oblate Roger Bergkamp ministers as well. Fr. Roger

told me about the tremendous help and quality service Merlyn

offers to the parish. “She makes everyone feel at home in the

parish. The best way to describe what she does is that she is

an extension to the community of what the Oblates are about

in their ministry.” (Photo from Soldotna on top of p. 7)

The PLC in the town of Kenai where Oblate Tom

Rush ministers is Kevin Woodvine. Kevin is studying to be-

come a permanent deacon and will be ordained in May,

2015, by Anchorage’s Archbishop Roger Schwietz, OMI.

When I visited Alaska and the parishes where the Oblates

serve, Kevin had just returned from Kodiak where he helped

plan and organize a week-long trip for 28 high school youth

from several parishes to come together to pray, play, work

on various projects together. Joining them was Bro. Victor

Patricio-Silva, OMI., a seminarian for the U.S. Province,

who spent part of the summer ministering with the Oblates in

the Kenai Peninsula. (See OMIUSA September 2014 p. 11)

Programs such as this are typical of the activities

encouraged by the Oblates and planned by them and the lay

leadership teams in the Oblate ministries all over Alaska.

Oblates in Alaska take seriously their concern for the

future of the church in this “frontier state” where the shortage of

religious and priests is already a serious concern.

Other Oblates serving in Alaska are Pat Casey, in

Juneau, Andy Sensenig, in Sitka, Gerry Brunet,  in Anchor-

age, and Tom Killeen, in Cordova. Their encouragement

of lay leadership in this vast territory will continue to en-

sure a vibrant, dynamic community of faith for years to

come. -Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

Oblates in Kenai: l-r: Frs. Bob Leising, Tom Rush; Bro.

Victor Patricio-Silva, Frs. Lou Studer, Roger Bergkamp.
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L-r: Fr. Ryszard Biernat (Bishop’s secretary), Bishop Richard Malone,

Fr. Quilin Bouzi, OMI (Holy Cross pastor), Fr. David Munoz, OMI

O
n Sept. 21, 2014, the Office of Cul-

 tural Diversity of the Diocese of

Buffalo and the Hispanic Heritage

Council of Western New York organized a

Eucharistic Celebration for Hispanic Heritage

Month. The Mass was celebrated by Bishop

Richard J. Malone of Buffalo at Holy Cross

Church, one of the centers for Hispanic Min-

istry in the Diocese. Fr. David Muñoz, OMI

was the homilist. The Oblates have recently

incorporated Holy Cross Parish as part of the

Buffalo Mission Center.

The Mission Center of the Oblates in

Buffalo ministers to a vast number of cultural

groups, including Hispanics from all over Latin

America.

H
ere’s another of those random

photos the provincial is kind enough

to get to me from one of his visits to

men in the province. This time, it comes from

Lebh Shomea House of Prayer in Sarita, TX.

L-r: Frs. Rocky Grimard, Meme Villarreal,

Paul Waldie and Charles Borski, enjoyed

a convivial gathering with Fr. Jim

Foelker, pastor of  Our Lady of

Guadalupe parish in Sarita.

F
r. Roger Bergkamp, OMI (in

light blue shirt) has insisted that

each family take a bulletin home

so they are not calling the rectory, ask-

ing about what programs are being of-

fered at the parish during the week!

To Fr.Roger’s left is Bro. Vic-

tor Manuel Patricio-Silva, OMI, a

scholastic working in Alaska this past

summer who had just returned with a

youth group from a week’s retreat. Fr.

Lou Studer (2nd from right) was in

Soldotna on his Alaska visitation this

past summer. (See column on page 6)
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D
uring the Oblate retreat at

King’s House in Belleville, IL,

this past September, someone

remarked that six former directors of

the retreat center were in attendance.

Fr. Mark Dean got them together in

the center’s dining room  to record the

event.

L-r: Frs. Jim Taylor, Jim Brobst,

Bros. Pat McGee, Bill Johnson,

Frs. Tom Hayes and Jim

Lantsberger.

A
pproximately $6,000 was raised in

an indoor yard sale on Aug.9 and

Sept. 6 as part of the closing of the

Shrine of Our Lady of Grace in Colebrook,

NH.   Assisting Bro. Richard Coté, OMI

were members of the Dagesse family.

Louise and Larry Dagesse are

pursuing,with the establishment of a Lay

Oblate Associate group in Colebrook to

continue the spirit of the Oblates and

devotion to Our Lady of Grace in the north

country.  Anyone interested in receiving a

copy of Bro. Richard’s souvenir book “The

Lady who Graced New Hampshire’s Great

North Woods 1922-2014" can contact him

at rcoteomi@omiusa.org. From left,  Larry, son Christian and Louise Dagesse. with Bro. Coté

A
t St. Gregory the Nazianzen parish in Sitka,

AK, Fr. Andy Sensenig, OMI conducted

two days of blessing of annimals.

“Sunday was a typical day in Sitka: cold,

rainy, windy and I thought maybe that no one would

come, but I was surprised. It was packed to the

gills.  We had bearded dragons, ducks, chickens,

cats, a hamster and of course dogs.  And the

weather magically cleared up just long enough for

the blessing. The funny part was that the ducks did

not like to be blessed at all.  I guess that they do not

like Holy Water.  Such is life for a duck! “

Left: Fr. Andy with some of the parishioners at

the Saturday blessing of animals.
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F
ive Oblate priests celebrated ten

years of service to God on Sept.

13 at a packed thanksgiving

F
ourteen Oblates from around the

world gathered in Aix en

Provence, France from Sept. 6-

Nov. 6  for a special program aimed at

deepening their Oblate identity.

The animation team for this

event included two Oblates from the

United States province:  Fr. Richard

Sudlik  and Fr. Joe Labelle. Joining

the animation team is Fr. John

O’Doherty,  OMI from the land down

under also known as Australia.

Two other members of the US

Province, Frs. Tony Rigoli and Paul

Nourie, are participants in the program.

The program is for those from

the English speaking world and follows

a program this past Spring for those

who speak Spanish.

The aim of the program is not

only to learn more about St. Eugene

deMazenod,  but also to walk where

he walked. Beginning in the room where

the Oblate congregation began, one

could feel the presence of St. Eugene

as he looked down upon his sons.

Oblate Frs.  Raymond Mwangala (STJI. Dean of  Studies, South Africa), Fr Vincent

Sakala (Parish Priest, Mary Immaculate, Lusaka), Fr Singini Nachidze  (Director at

Radio Yatsani, Lusaka), Fr Victor Mwansa (Associate Priest- Kabwe) and Fr Zweli

Mlothswa  (Johannesburg, South Africa).

Mass at Mary Immaculate Parish in

Lusaka, Zambia. Bishop Evans

Chiymemba OMI, slated as principal

celebrant, was unable to attend because

of the death of  his brother the day

before. Fr. Joseph Phiri, OMI

substituted for the bishop.

The thanksgiving Mass was

characterized by a joyful mood and

a humble spirit of gratitude.

Among the noted guests was the

Chief Chitimukulu of the Bemba

people.

The priests went on to renew

their vows. Mass was punctuated with

song from all three choirs and the Holy

Childhood, who later staged a

recitation after thanksgiving.

After Mass, Fr. Phiri led a

procession to the site where the parish

priest’s house is currently under

construction.  The site was then blessed

and everyone proceeded to the Ron

Walker Hall for a reception

Aix program devised to

deepen Oblate identity

Zambian priests celebrate ten years of ministry
-by Bright Joseph Mweemba

Bright Joseph Mweemba is a

parishioner at Mary Immaculate

Parish and CEO of BlinkStar

Photography. which offers free

Photography Services to the parish.
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O
ctober has traditionally been

known as the Month of the

Rosary. On October 4, Bro.

Richard Cote, OMI, Spiritual Advisor

of the Pro-Maria Committee, Our Lady

of Beauraing, with headquarters in

Tyngsboro, MA, organized a day trip

to the Basilica of Our Lady Perpetual

Help “Mission Church” in Roxbury,

MA.

The group of 16 prayed the

rosary on the way to Boston,  attended

Mass, toured the Basilica staffed by the

Redemptorists and enjoyed a “Dutch-

treat” dinner at Applebee’s in Brighton,

MA.

E
ighteen partners attended  the 2014 Oblate

Partnership Annual Meeting  at Our Lady of the

Snows Shrine, Belleville, IL and the novitiate in

Godfrey, IL, Oct.10-11. Besides the power point annual

review and new business, attendees toured MAMI offices,

the Shrine and the Oblate Ecological Initiative grounds. The

Oct. 11 Liturgy concluded with a dedication of the John

Collet, OMI room at the novitiate.

Fr. Jack Lau, OMI and the novices prepared a special

Harvest Organic Denner.

Attendees included: Diane Conocchioli, Bonnie & Frank

Gittinger, Muriel Klossterman, Dave & Sheila Peters,

Buster & Agnes Pingolt, Artie Pingolt, Alicia von

Stumwitz, Rosemary Walsh,  HOMI, John & Gee Gee

Whitehurst, and Oblate Frs. Bill Antone, John Collet, Bill

Morell, Tom Singer, Lou Studer
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F
r. Jim MacGee, OMI became

the first resident priest in Mon

roe County, WV, in 1977.  I suc-

ceeded him in 1982.  When the former

Eastern Province terminated our pres-

ence there in 1991, almost 100 active

Catholic families were centered in three

areas we served.

 Although the Diocese of

Wheeling-Charleston attempted to con-

tinue an official Catholic presence in the

county, it stopped this  in 2004. Mass

is now allowed only once a year at the

historic St. John’s Chapel, Sweet

Springs, WV, on Aug. 15.

I concelebrated there this past

Aug. 15,  joining five other priests for

the Mass, held in the oldest Catholic

Church west of the Alleghany Moun-

tains, St. John’s Chapel, Sweet Springs,

WV. Presiding at the Mass was Fr. Jim

Conyers, a former Methodist and Epis-

copalian pastor, who was ordained to

the Catholic priesthood on June 28.

I discovered that the 50 fami-

lies still identified as Catholics in the area

have developed seven ways of coping.

Lay leadership there has continued  to

develop. So does ecumenical involve-

ment with serving Appalachia’s poor.

The Knights of Columbus from

the neighboring county are a third fac-

Left: Bro. Tembo  Archbishop Gustavo

Garcia-Siller and Sr. Clarice Suchy, STJ.

tor, and Fr. Conyers  is an example of a

fourth development happening all over

the USA.  Two men are halfway through

the permanent deaconate program, and

there is an interest in having an Oblate

Associates group.

Finally, interest is growing in a

pioneer Catholic feminist, Letitia

Preston Floyd  (1779-1852) whose

influence is still strong in VA, WV and

KY. A non-Catholic historian from

nearby Blacksburg, VA, Dr. Jim

Glanville, approached me after discov-

ering on the internet an article describ-

ing Floyd’s conversion to the Catholic

Church, and the influence her sons and

daughters had on the Church in VA,

WV and KY. www.lynnside.org,

S
chol. Bro. Tembo Michael, OMI is

engaged in campus ministry at the Uni-

versity of Texas San Antonio (UTSA).

This encompasses: Sharing and teaching Catho-

lic Faith to the Confirmation Class (Tuesdays).

Facilitating Bible Study, and discussions on is-

sues affecting the youth at College (Wednes-

days), and attending charity works and social

activities in which UTSA students are involved.

Priestless county adapts
by Fr. Harry Winter, OMI

Above, in the cemetery in which

Letitia Preston Floyd is buried(L-R)

Dr. Henry Richter, Mrs. Marian

Novak, Frs. Harry Winter and James

Conyers and William Novak; Left: Fr.

Winter with Ms Preston-Floyd’s

relative Lynn Spellman and her

brother-in-law, Sidney. Photos: Dr.

James Glanville

Oblates and the laity we serve

are often discouraged when we leave

ministries in which we have invested so

much.  But the Holy Spirit seems to de-

vise ways to support and creatively

transform our faith there. For more in

depth access Fr. Winter’s site:

www.harrywinter.org.
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Back, l-r:  Frs. Jim Wynne,

Carl Kabat,  Terrence Figel.

2nd row, l-r: Frs. David Kalert,

Elmar Mauer, Roger

Bergkamp, James Loiacono,

Don Bernard,  Tom Hayes,

Harry Winter, Fr. John

Ettensohn, Fr. Bill Morell;

seated: Fr. Joe Pitts (Not pic-

tured: Fr. Bill Clark)

I
n 1920 the Oblates of Mary Im-

maculate at Immaculate Conception

Church in Houston, TX, were

asked by Bishop Byrne to take charge

of the church in Alvin, TX. They did,

except for a period from 1939-1948,

when the church was attached to Our

Lady of Guadalupe in Galveston, with

Fr. James Conway as pastor

In July 1948, Fr. James

Delaney, OMI, then assistant of Our

Lady of Guadalupe, was placed in

charge of missions at Texas City,

Alvin and Pearland.  On September

17, 1952, St. John’s mission church

was canonically erected as a parish

church.

The Oblates continued minis-

try there until this year, when they bid

the parish farewell.

At the June 22 Alvin

Despedida,  a 4:00 p.m. prayer ser-

vice was conducted by David Bowman,

Dale Hayden and Eddie Stoughton, the

permanent deacons at the parish.  It was

both a time of prayer and sharing of

memories, along with expressions of

gratitude from different groups in the

parish.

Fr. Ray John Marek, OMI,

thanked the parishioners on behalf of

the province (representing the Provin-

cial); and Fr. Charles Borski, OMI

offered his words of thanks to the par-

ish.  Oblate Frs. Jack Franko and

Henry Walker were also in atten-

dance.

This was followed by a festive

dinner in the parish hall.  About 400 to

500 people attended, feasting on fajitas,

rice, and beans, prepared by various

groups in the parish.  A table full of par-

ish-made desserts also tempted those

who were celebrating.

Oblates bid farewell

to Alvin, TX parish

O
n Sept. 4 another

group of jubilarians

gathered at the Shrine

of Our Lady of the Snows,

Belleville, IL to celebrate

anniversaries of priestly

ordinations or first vows.



November- 2014 -13

P
ope Francis has appointed the Oblate Supe-

rior General, Fr. Louis Lougen, to be a mem

ber of the Vatican Congregation for the Evan-

gelization of Peoples (a position once occupied by a

former Oblate Superior General, the late Archbishop

Marcello Zago).

The Congregation for the Evangelization of

Peoples, created in 1622 by Pope Gregory XV, is

currently composed of 49 members: 27 Cardinals, 16

Bishops and Archbishops, 2 National Directors of the

Pontifical Mission Societies and 4 Superiors General,

now including Father General.

At the head of the Congregation is its Prefect,

His Eminence Cardinal Fernando Filoni, from Italy, and

its Secretary  Archbishop Savio Hon Tai-Fai, from

Hong Kong.  Its current under-Secretary is Father

Tadeusz Wojda, S.A.C., from Poland and its Adjunct

Secretary and President of the Pontifical Mission So-

cieties  Archbishop Protase Rugambwa, from Tanza-

nia.

As a member of the Congregation, Father

General will participate in its next (19th) Plenary As-

sembly in the autumn of next year

F
r. Séamus Finn, OMI has been

elected Chair of the Governing

Board of the Interfaith Center on

Corporate Responsibility.

This is an acknowledgement

not only of his substantial experience  but

also of the value of his strategic think-

ing in the field of faith and socially re-

sponsible investing, for ICCR and other

faith-based investing initiatives.

Fr.  Finn, OMI has directed the

US Oblate JPIC Office since its incep-

tion and has been active in JPIC minis-

try at various levels for over 25 years.

Visiting many of the places

where Oblates work, Séamus has tried

to explore ways in which the office can

be supportive of their efforts through

addressing public policy issues and pub-

lic officials and through the work of the

office with corpo-

rations. He is a

leader in faith-

based socially re-

sponsible investing,

and is active with

the Interfaith Cen-

ter on Corporate

Responsibility.

Fr. Séamus

served in parish

ministry in

Brattleboro VT,

Puerto Rico, Mi-

ami, FL, and Lowell, MA. He com-

pleted his doctorate at Boston Univer-

sity School of Theology in 1991.

The Interfaith Center on Cor-

porate Responsibility is a coalition of

faith and values-driven organizations

who view the management

of their investments as a

powerful catalyst for social

change. Its membership

comprises nearly 300 or-

ganizations including faith-

based institutions, socially

responsible asset manage-

ment companies, unions,

pension funds and colleges

and universities that collec-

tively represent over $100

billion in invested capital.

A pioneer of the

shareholder advocacy

movement, ICCR mem-

bers were the first religious investors

to file proxy resolutions with social and

environmental themes. ICCR’s 40+

year legacy is living proof that positive

corporate transformation is possible.

Finn elected Chair of ICCR

Commenting on Fr. Lougen’s appointment, provincial Fr.

William Antone, OMI, said: “In the name of the United States

Province, I wish to send to Fr. Louie our congratulations and

prayers.  It is good to see our participation as Oblates through our

Superior General in what is at the heart of our Congregation: our

being sent to proclaim the Good News to the poor and all the joy

and freedom that comes with our living proclamation.”

New appointment for Fr. Lougen
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I
n 1939, seven Oblates from the

United States sailed for the Phili-

pines to   give their lives to the

people of Mindanao and the Sulu Ar-

chipelago to the south, in and around the

cities of Cotabato and Jolo.

Today, 75 years later, there are

more than 100 Filipino Oblates who

serve in the Philippines, the Thai-Lao

Delegation and beyond.  They continue

the missionary work of the pioneers in

the southern part of the nation, but are

also significantly present in Metro Manila.

The U.S. Province congratulates

the Philippine Province of the Mis-

sionary Oblates of Mary Immacu-

late as they celebrate the “75th Anni-

versary of Daring Oblate Presence”.

I was privileged to participate

in the 3-day Jubilee celebrations in

Mitsayap, to the east of Cotabato. On

this occasion, we honored the memory

of the first seven Oblate pioneers who

have been given the name “The Mag-

nificent Seven” by the Oblates in the

Philippines.  They were Frs. Gerard

Mongeau (first superior and later

bishop), Joseph Boyd, Cuthbert

Billman, Francis McSorley (later

bishop), Emile Bolduc, George Dion

(also later bishop), and Egide

Beaudoin.

In the two years that fol-

lowed before the outbreak of World

War II another 11 Oblates arrived:

Frs. Baynes, Gordon, Laquerre,

Quinn, Sheehan, Drone and Bro.

Braun and then Frs. Burke,

McMahon, Sullivan and Clancy.

Until the arrival of the Ob-

lates, only two Jesuits ministered in

this vast area. Prior to the arrival of

the Spanish in the 1500’s, the terri-

tory had been dominated by Mus-

lims since the 1300’s.  Today  Mus-

lims remain  in the great majority.

Many of the first Oblates were

made prisoners of war under the Japa-

nese occupation.  Released at the end

of the war, they

returned to their

missionary labors.

One cru-

cial insight they

had was that the

education of the

youth would be a

key to future de-

velopment and

progress of the

people. This led

to their establish-

ing more than 60

secondary schools, including today

Notre Dame Univer-

sity in Cotabato.

Muslim and Christian

youth attend school

together, sharing

friendship and

dreams for a pros-

perous future.  How

appropriate the es-

tablishment of

schools when taking

into account that the

median age of over

100 million Filipinos is 22.7 years!  I

was especially struck by the seemingly

boundless energy of the

many youth who partici-

pated fully in the Diamond

Jubilee celebrations.

These first Oblates

would travel by boat and by

land for days in order to be

present to God’s people liv-

ing on the remote islands

and in the surrounding

mountains. The Philippines

is a nation of more than

7000 islands, 19 languages

and dozens of dialects. These

first U.S. missionaries immersed them-

selves in the languages, customs and

cultures they encountered.

Today four Oblates from the

US remain in the Philippines. Frs.

Maurice Hemann, Armand “Pete”

Carignan, Richard Pommier and Rich-

ard Weixelman  told me they had come

to love their life and the people they have

served. A long list of U.S. Oblates as

well as Anglo-Irish Oblates and others

have served in the Philippines. Some are

still with us today.

75th Anniversary of Daring Oblate Presence celebrated
by Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

Continued on page 15Frs. “Pete” Carrignan” and Maurice Hemann

Fr. Pommier

Card.  Quevedo and Fr.  Antone
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The Oblates in the Philippines

are recognized for their  leadership in

education, promotion of inter-religious

dialogue, and work for justice, peace

and the integrity of creation. They  use

radio, newspaper, the arts, music and

the latest media and internet technolo-

gies in order to proclaim the Good

News. Oblates are known for their

closeness to the people at their parishes,

retreat centers and shrines.

On this occasion, we also re-

membered the Oblates who have suf-

fered martyrdom: Fr. Nelson Javellana

(Nov. 3, 1971), Bishop Benjamin De

Jesus (Feb. 4, 1997), Fr. Benjamin

Inocencio (Dec. 28, 2000) and Fr.

Reynaldo Roda (Jan. 15, 2008).  What

strength they give to our Oblate broth-

ers and to us!

The celebrations in Mitsayap

drew in very large crowds of laity and

religious There was music, dancing, a

variety show and concert, a parade and

of course food and drink and several

beautiful liturgies.

Bishop Lito Lampon, OMI,

from the Vicariate of Jolo, and Cardi-

nal Orlando Quevedo, OMI, arch-

bishop of Cotabato  inspired us with

their homilies and simplicity. I was

happy to meet many young men in First

Formation, including a short visit to the

Scholasticate in Quezon City.

At the closing Mass the pro-

vincial, Fr. Larry De Guia, presented

the US Province a commemorative

plaque which I received in the name of

all of the Oblates in the U.S.

Many blessings of Peace for

our brother Oblates and the people of

the Philippines!

Continued from page 14

Philippine celebration

Fr. Weixelman

W
hen I came to St. Gregory

the Nazianzen Parish in

Sitka, AK, I was happy to

find that an active Soup Kitchen was

already in progress.  Begun  before

now-deceased Fr. Jim Blaney OMI

became pastor, it fed  the homeless on

Saturdays from 11:30 AM to 12:30 pm.

From attending this soup

kitchen I learned a great deal about  Fr.

Jim. It always blows me away  how my

Oblate brothers do what is needed for

the poor and abandoned with their own

special sense of love and compassion.

A story about Fr. Jim illustrates

the point. Terry, a soup kitchen regular

told of how Fr. Jim would greet him by

name wherever he would see him in

Sitka.  “One time, “ he said,  “Fr. Jim

shouted my name so loud with  joy, that

it got him in trouble, because we were

in the town library!” For Terry, this is a

Barbara Webb, Fr. Sensenig,  Barb Delong, Joe Robidou and Deb Riva

prepare a meal in the Sitka soup kitchen.

Oblates called to be
‘us-ies’ not ‘selfies’

by Fr. Andy Sensenig

precious memory of being recognized

as a person and  friend of Fr. Jim.

Fr. Blaney was a master of inviting

people to follow Christ as a family and

not alone.  He also was the master of

keeping good ministerial ventures go-

ing even though they were not his origi-

nal idea.

That brought me to ponder

what  it means to be an Oblate of Mary

Immaculate nowadays.  Too often, we

are inundated with people sending

selfies:  pictures with themselves as the

focus of attention.  Stories about Fr. Jim,

remind me that it is not a selfie that God

wants  us to be as much as an us-ie.
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√√√√√ Fr. Joseph T. LaBelle, OMI, Assistant

Professor of Spirituality at OST from 2007-2012, has

published Truly Apostolic Men: Apostolic Life in the

Early Ministry of St. Eugene de Mazenod, a look at

elements of the tradition of “apostolic life” as perceived

by the founder of the Missionary Oblates of Mary

Immaculate during his early ministry. Father LaBelle will return to San

Antonio to begin a sabbatical.

√√√√√ The Raskob Foundation recently awarded a three-year, $75,000

grant to Oblate School of Theology to conduct

research on issues that negatively impact priestly

ministry and to develop educational responses to

address those issues, said Fr. Bryan Silva, OMI, who

proposed the project and will conduct the research.  While a

psychologist at St. Luke Institute in Silver Spring, MD, Father

Silva became aware of a wide variety of factors that lead to

clergy engaging in self-destructive behaviors and ultimately having difficulties in

relationships, sexual issues, addictions and other issues that compromise their

ministry.

√√√√√ Fr. John Staak, OMI, completed his feasibility study

of the possibility of establishing an institute of missiology at

OST that could address the needs of international missionary

priests. In his research, he identified key peresons involved in

the study of mission and engaged them in dialogue as part of

the research.  Fr. Staak  has accepted a faculty position teaching

Sacraments and Christian Doctrine of God at Christ the King

Seminary in East Aurora, NY, the seminary for the Diocese of Buffalo.

√√√√√ Five of the 14 graduates of the Bucksport class of 1964 gathered at

York Beach, ME, to celebrate the 50th  anniversary of our graduation on Sept.

27-28: Norman Charrette, Richard Daigle, Norman Desmarais, Denis Ledoux

and Fr.George Roy, OMI.  “Since all but one  went on to Colebrook, they also

reminisced about our days at Bar Harbor and Colebrook. Several of us brought

photos. We had some good laughs at how young we looked then. We also had

fun trying to identify the many in our class who left long before graduation” Norman

Desmarais said-from GusNewsNotes.

√√√√√ Fr. Albert Haase, OFM will conduct the annual Oblate retreats on the

theme of “Focus Triennium” at Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo, MN,

from May 18-22 and at Immaculata Retreat House, Willimantic, CT, from Sept.

28-Oct. 2. The presenter and theme for the Oblate Renewal Center, San Antonio,

TX are forthcoming. Silent retreats at Lebh Shomea in Sarita, TX, will be on

Feb. 9-Feb. 16 and March 9-16.

Give thanks toGive thanks toGive thanks toGive thanks toGive thanks to

the Lord, forthe Lord, forthe Lord, forthe Lord, forthe Lord, for

He is Good; HisHe is Good; HisHe is Good; HisHe is Good; HisHe is Good; His

Love isLove isLove isLove isLove is

EverlastingEverlastingEverlastingEverlastingEverlasting


