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The image of pilgrimage is the theme of this issue of 
Connections. Pilgrimage is traditionally a journey to 
a holy place — a place where saints have walked, a 
place where God has met people and blessed them. 
Over the last number of months there have been 
pilgrimages to Taizé, Aix-en-Provence and Lourdes. 
We have seen our volunteers work with young people 
in Wales, South Africa and Zimbabwe.

People through the ages have journeyed with God on 
pilgrimage — to perform a penance, to ask for healing, 
to pray for friends. Pilgrimage is an opportunity to walk 
free of daily routines, to meet people, to make friends, 
to enjoy and celebrate God’s creation. It is a chance 
to reflect on the journey of our lives and on our journey 
homewards to God.

Kathy Galloway reminds us that pilgrimage is a sign 
of contradiction, and of resistance to our prevailing 
value system, that of the market. Pilgrimage, after all, 
has no function other than itself; its means is as 

important as its end, its process as its product. 
Its utility value is small, and its benefits cannot be 
quantified or costed. Its value is intrinsic. It is some-
thing that is good to do because it is good to do.

In Lourdes this year we celebrated the ‘joy of con-
version’. To ‘convert’ is simply to ‘turn towards God’. 
Our hearts can be held back by so many desires and 
needs. Having a heart turned towards God is to accept 
the gift that draws us towards the great love that God 
has for each of us. Jesus says to each one of “I have 
come so you may have life and have it in abundance… 
I have told you this so that my joy may be in you, and 
your joy may be complete”

We are all a pilgrim people, sharing a journey of faith 
and hope together. As we move forward this day let 
us remember the old Irish prayer, “O God bless the 
step that I am taking and bless the soft earth beneath 
my feet”

- Fr. Lorcán O’Reilly
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Aix-en-Provence. It is a place that I first heard of in 
my mid-teens. Being from a generation that did not 
grow up with Facebook, Twitter (or even the term 
social media!), pen-friends were a way of being in 
touch with people of your age from other countries. 
For many years, that remained my mental connection 
with any reference to Aix (as it is abbreviated).

Not being from an Oblate parish, my first connection 
with the Oblate family came in 1978 when I went to 
Lourdes with them. I don’t think anyone mentioned 
St Eugene then but as the years progressed, his name 
was mentioned more and more and of course, his 
canonisation in 1995 put an end to his anonymity. 
As my connection with the Oblates deepened over 
the years, and as I became more conscious of being 
an Oblate, it was also clear that this wasn’t just 
because of my connection with the pilgrimage but it 
was a lot more than that; it was because the charism 
of St Eugene resonated greatly with me.

The opportunity to participate in the trip that was 
centred on Aix and themed, “In the Footsteps of 
St Eugene” was one that I couldn’t resist, and it was 
with great excitement that I boarded the flight to 
Marseille on June 3.

We stayed at the Foundation House of the Oblates in 
Aix, not more than a decent stone’s throw from the 
place where St Eugene grew up and in the middle of 
this beautiful city. I had never been before and in 
truth, whatever had been written to me in those days 
as a pen friend had not left me with any specific ideas 
about the place. So, a wealthy city, oozing of opulence 
was somewhat unexpected. Of course, this was 2014 

and not the late 1700s and early 1800s. However, 
it did immediately bring to mind the fact that privilege 
and wealth were at the heart of St Eugene’s early life 
and it was this life that he abandoned when he 
responded to God’s direct call to him to go out among 
the poor and the sick and to tell them, in their own 
language, of God’s love for them. So if it was 
unexpected to encounter the wealthy city that came 
to life at night with its restaurants and bars and 
people strolling along the Mirabeau in the warm 
evenings, then did this not say so much to me 
about the irresistible nature of both God’s call and 
St Eugene’s answer?

Of course, stones cannot tell their own story and so 
we had the wonderful participation of Fr Ned Carolan 
and his encyclopaedic knowledge of the all things to 
do with Aix and, St Eugene. His commentaries literally 
brought the place to life. Without notes, and every-
where we went, he recounted story after story, detail 
after detail; and what a difference it made. It brought 
back memories to me of the poem that so many of 
us learned in our younger years entitled, “The Village 
Schoolmaster” wherein Oliver Goldsmith writes of his 
character, “and still they gazed, and still the wonder 
grew, that one small head could carry all he knew.”

Of course, this was a pilgrimage, (defined as, “… a 
journey to a sacred place, as an act of religious devo-
tion”) and our many journeys were interspersed with 
opportunity for prayer and reflection and each day, 
we celebrated Mass. Mary and Kirk are a formidable 
team and when they are preparing liturgies, then the 
effort on their part is always reflected in the depth of 
what they are doing.

In The Footsteps of St. Eugene

Return to Contents Page
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Marseille was one of the places on our list. It wasn’t 
too far from Aix, less than an hour. St Eugene was 
Bishop of Marseille. He died there and his tomb 
is within the Cathedral of Marseille, a building that 
he commenced during his time but which was not 
finished until after his death. Our Mass on that day 
was in the small chapel where he is laid. There was 
something quite special about being there; after all 
these years of knowing the Oblates, of being an Oblate, 
now here we were gathered in the place where he is 
laid. No longer was he just an image on a prayer card.

Our pilgrimage took us to some other places, to 
Sénanque, a most beautiful Cistercian Abbey in a 
beautiful valley that was surrounded by sea of 
lavender plants in all their glory. We also went to 
Notre Dame de Laus, some three hours distant from 
Aix but with an incredible story of the appearance of 
Our Lady. Each step on each day took us to places 
where St Eugene had been. He became so real 
during those days.

Memories will remain, that is for sure. That first 
impression of Aix and the power of God’s call to 
St Eugene; Marseille and the Basilica at the highest 
point overlooking the city with its gold statue of Our 
Lady (Notre Dame de la Garde) at the very top and 
thinking of the many great Oblates who sailed from 
that port and for whom that sight of Our Lady was 
both the last vision of their homeland and the reminder 
of their mission; the walking tours; the group and the 
new friends that were made. The memories are too 
numerous to list here not least Mary Tyrrell’s 
quiz nights!

At the end, there are the memories but also the 
reflection on the human being that was St Eugene, 
no longer the man on the prayer card but someone 
who lived, who was open to listening to that call from 
God, answering it and whose charism is today, indeed, 
a gift to the whole church.

- Gerard Bennett.

Return to Contents Page
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This summer I travelled to Zimbabwe and South Africa with another 
volunteer, Shane, as members Oblate Youth Service and spent over 
seven weeks there working in a number of different centres…

and staff. While fixing up the kitchen may not have 
been the most glamorous of tasks, the reactions 
and appreciation that we received, both from the 
residents and the members of staff, made the work 
extremely worthwhile.

After lunch, we were free to spend our day with the 
residents as they returned from school. This section 
of the day absolutely flew by between chatting with 
the children, playing games, colouring in or reading. 
While some of the children had some reservations 
and were slower to approach us, most of them would 
hang out of us and talk openly to us, with some of 
the more assertive ones even leading us by hand to 
the playground for a go on the swings. This would 
more often than not result in trying to time keeping 
three swings going simultaneously while catching 
other children at the bottom of the slide and 
having another few hanging out of you. 
No mean feat at all!

My stay in the Sandra Jones Centre absolutely flew 
by. I met some incredible children who had a 
profound impact on me and from whom I learned an 
incredible amount despite their relatively young age. 
Leaving the centre on our final day and having to say 
our last good byes to the children was one of 
the most difficult experiences I’ve ever had. 
I tried to keep the Dr. Seuss quote of “don’t cry 
because it’s over, smile because it happened” at the 
forefront of my mind, but you couldn’t help but be 

My African Journey 

While the circumstances of the people with whom 
we worked varied; some having been abandoned 

or were victims of abuse, others suffering from mental 
and physical disabilities and needing full time care, 
the common themes of love, care and compassion 
were present in abundance throughout the whole 
seven week experience.

While in Zimbabwe, we joined other Oblate volunteers 
from Britain and Ireland working in The Sandra Jones 
Children’s Village, located just outside of Bulawayo. 
This is a centre for children in crisis, children who had 
been abused or children who had been abandoned, 
and it currently houses around 70 children ranging in 
age from three to nineteen. In our three weeks in this 
centre, I met some of the bravest and most amazing 
people I have ever come across. Although many of them 
had suffered beyond belief, the home resonated with 
joy, laughter and positivity. We were welcomed with open 
arms by both the members of staff and the children 
there - quite literally so in the case of many of the 
children who would walk up to you on arrival with 
their arms spread out signalling for a big hug.

Our daily routine in the Sandra Jones Centre was split 
between two aspects. In the morning, while most of the 
children were in school or at pre-school lessons, we 
worked in the kitchen. We scrubbed the walls, which 
still showed signs of its use as a hotel a number of years 
before, and completely repainted them and the floor 
in bright primary colours to the delight of residents 

Return to Contents Page
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overcome with sadness leaving such an amazing 
place that is having so profound an impact on  
its residents.

Following on from our experience in Zimbabwe, 
Shane and I moved on to Little Eden, a centre for 
people with mental and physical disabilities that was 
located 45 minutes outside of Johannesburg. Initially, 
I struggled with the transition to this new centre. 
Moving on from people you know and a routine you 
are accustomed to is never easy and my first few 
days were quite a culture shock to me. However, after 
a couple of days, I got in to the run of things in Little 
Eden and made connections and friendships with 
some of the residents which made me realise how 
lucky we have it.

Little Eden was located on a farm compound and was 
run by a family who dedicated their lives to the care 
of people who were marginalised because of their 
disability. Our daily routine here was similar to that of 
a carer at home. The centre was divided into three 
sections: Bumblebee, Butterfly and Nikki’s Nook 
and we spent a week in each section caring for the 
residents there. We would arrive in our sections early 
each morning and help with the washing and feeding 
of the residents. After this we would assist them in 
their activities which included boardgames, puzzles, 
arts and crafts, religious ceremonies and musical 
therapy as well as helping some less able residents 
with their meals.

The level of disability varied in the centre but a key 
ideal was that each resident was looked after and 
shown equal affection, regardless of their ability to 
communicate with us. This would often mean spend-
ing time holding the hand of someone who my have 
initally seemed a million miles away, but you could 
really see the effect your time with them had after 
just a few minutes.

I really enjoyed my time in Little Eden. While at the 
time it certainly took its toll on me emotionally and 
challenged me on many levels, it is on reflection that 
I really see how unique and amazing an experience it 
was for me to spend three and a half weeks 
volunteering there.

There are many people 
to whom we are hugely 
grateful as they worked 
tirelessly to ensure that 
the African experience 
would go ahead and 
be successful for us. It 
was an experience that 
deeply affected me and 
helped me to grow as a 
person and for this I am 
eternally grateful.

- Philip Williams

Return to Contents Page
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Seventy years later, we remember the sacrifice of 
Brothers Jean CUNY, Lucien PERRIER, Joachim NIO 
and Fathers Albert PIAT and Christian GILBERT, all of 
whom were executed at La Brosse-Montceaux on 
24 July 1944.

Since 1934, the chateau of La Brosse-Montceaux 
had served as a scholasticate of the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate, a house of formation for future mission-
aries to the North Pole, South Africa, Laos, the 
Philippines and Ceylon. Beginning in 1941, some 
Oblates from the scholasticate became involved in the 
Resistance. Resistance newspapers were distributed; 
false documents were produced at the seminary. In 
July 1944, weapons and ammunitions were dropped 
nearby by parachute. The weapons were brought to 
the scholasticate, hidden and then relocated, with the 
collaboration of some of the Oblates. Only a few of 
the religious, including Father Pierre LETOURNEUR, 
the bursar, and Father Henri DU HALGOUET had 
contacts with networks of the resistance.

On 17 July at 11 o’clock in the morning, some 
members of the Resistance, along with a very young 
boy, came to the scholasticate to pick up weapons 
and take them immediately to Paris. The religious 
were surprised that this was happening in broad 
daylight, but they complied and had the weapons 
removed from their hiding place.

On 22 July, a member of the Resistance, known at 
La Brosse-Montceaux as the “Fox,” presented 
himself at the scholasticate. The automobile that 
took him to Melun was watched by the Feldeng-
endarmerie in the area of Fontainbleau. The “Fox” 
was arrested with his chauffeur. He had in his pocket 
a notebook where, in spite of the orders he had 
received, he had written the names and the 
pseudonyms of his comrades. The Nazis would 
know how to make good use of these names.

Remembering La Brosse-Montceaux 
 70th Anniversary
On 25 August 1944, the Nazi garrison that had occupied the French 
capital since 1940 surrendered to the French Army of the Interior 
which had been reinforced by the French Army of Liberation and the 
Third American Army. But a month before that historic day, the Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate were in mourning because of the execution of five 
of their confreres at the hands of a brutal Nazi officer, 
Wilhelm Korf, a well-known torturer.

Return to Contents Page
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Remembering La Brosse-Montceaux 
 70th Anniversary

At dawn on Monday, 24 July, a 5 o’clock, the whole 
community was gathered in the chapel and had 
finished their prayers. A truck pulled into the 
courtyard; then three groups of German soldiers, 
armed with machine guns, ran onto the property. 
The religious had to leave the chapel and two by 
two, as they received the order, line up in front of 
the portico of the cloister.

Wilhelm Korf, head of the Gestapo at Melun, was 
looking for weapons parachuted a few days earlier 
by the allies. After gathering the entire community 
in a clearing of the park, the Gestapo took five of the 
confreres to the basement of the chateau. Brothers 
Jean Cuny, Lucien Perrier, Joachim Nio and Fathers 
Albert Piat and Christian Gilbert were then tortured. 
The legs of one were broken, the feet of another were 
burned with a torch; in the shoeshine room, each 
was subjected to waterboarding in a hundred litre 
cooking pot.

In spite of the brutality and the torture, the Oblates 
did not talk. Finally, they were gunned down in front 
of the whole community gathered there and the bodies 
were thrown into a well. Later, a large Wehrmacht 
truck came to get the containers and parachutes out 
of the well. At 4 in the afternoon, two more trucks 
arrived and the 86 priests and brothers were ordered 
to pile in. The religious were taken to Fontainebleau. 
Then they were transferred from Fontainebleau to 
Compiegne, except for Father Louis, who was 
considered too old and was left to his fate.

The Oblates were shipped to Germany on 25 August, 
but the train carrying them could not get past Peronne. 
Settled down in a makeshift camp, on the 31st, they 
could watch the collapse of the Germans. At three in 
the afternoon, the Red Cross replaced the Nazi 
authorities and evacuated the camp. At six in the 
afternoon of 1 September, the bells rang out the 
liberation of the city. One after another, the Oblates 
returned to their scholasticate at La Brosse-Montceaux.

Return to Contents Page



Oblate Pilgrimage to Lourdes
17th - 22nd September 2014
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Oblate Pilgrimage to Lourdes

A selection of photographs from this year’s pilgrimage 
are available from the Partners in Mission Office. Oblate Connections 9 Return to Contents Page



For information on these and our other
events please contact the Oblate Team at:
Oblate Retreat Centre, Wistaston Hall, 
89 Broughton Lane, Crewe Cheshire, CW2 8JS
Ph. 01270 568 653 
or director@oblateretreatcentre.org.uk
www.orc-crewe.org

Wistaston Hall is also available at other times 
and we look forward to welcoming you to this 
oasis in the desert.

Wistaston Hall Events

Ministry Days
22nd October, 12th November and 
the 10th December.

These days are offered to those involved in 
ministry in their parishes. They provide an 
opportunity to take some time out to reflect and 
to pray in the calm environment of Wistaston Hall. 
The days start at 10:00am and finish at 4:00pm.

Advent Retreats
Advent Day Retreats, 
9th December, 18th December.

Residential retreats, 
12th – 14th December, 15th – 17th December.

This year we are providing both day and residential 
Advent Retreats. What a better way to spend some 
time in preparation for Christmas. These retreats 
aim not to ignore all the “stuff” of secular prepara-
tion, rather they afford us an opportunity to see all 
of the celebrations from a new perspective, 
to “see God in God in all things”.

Fr. Vincent Mulligan has been the director of the Oblate 
Lourdes Pilgrimage for the last 28 years. This year to 
mark his distinguished service and on the occasion of 
his golden jubilee of priesthood he was awarded the 
“Good Samaritan Medal” by the Pontifical Council for 
Health Care workers. Bishop Ray Field presented the 
medal and Fr. Vincent is the first person in Ireland 
to receive this award.

In awarding the medal Archbishop Zimowski said. 
“As President of the Pontifical Council for Health 
Care Workers, I feel honoured to grant the award of the 
Good Samaritan medal to a distinguished priest of 
the Anglo-Irish Province of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, Fr. Vincent Mulligan, OMI, for being 
a neighbour, for being the Christ for the many brothers 
and sisters he has helped flee to mother Mary, during 
their times of pain and trial, knowing that she would 
listen to her suffering children and bring them close 
to the heart of her Son and their brother Christ. Thank 
you for being and instrument of God’s love and 
compassion. Thank you for inspiring and encouraging 
them to trust in God always. Thank you for being a 
good Samaritan. Thank you for being somebody they 
can lean on in their pilgrimage.”

Award of the ‘Good Samaritan Medal’

In an interview after received the award with the Irish 
Independent newspaper Fr. Vincent said, “I didn’t 
expect it at all, and I don’t deserve it either, I am 
just an ordinary working priest. Lourdes is a place of 
peace and contentment. You are faced with suffering 
on a massive scale. I am just a figure head at the top 
of a great, great movement of people. It is not 
something I expected at all in any shape or form. 
I feel this is recognition of all the workers, all of them. 
Without them, and without the young people, 
we could not do what we do here.”
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Pope Francis  Reveals top 10 
secrets to happiness 

1. “Live and let live.” Everyone should be guided by 
this principle, he said, which has a similar expression 
in Rome with the saying, “Move forward and let 
others do the same.”

2. “Be giving of yourself to others.” People need 
to be open and generous toward others, he said, 
because “if you withdraw into yourself, you run the 
risk of becoming egocentric. And stagnant water 
becomes putrid.”

3. “Proceed calmly” in life. The pope, who used to 
teach high school literature, used an image from an 
Argentine novel by Ricardo Guiraldes, in which the 
protagonist -- gaucho Don Segundo Sombra -- looks 
back on how he lived his life.
“He says that in his youth he was a stream full of 
rocks that he carried with him; as an adult, a rushing 
river; and in old age, he was still moving, but slowly, 
like a pool” of water, the pope said. He said he likes 
this latter image of a pool of water -- to have “the 
ability to move with kindness and humility, 
a calmness in life.”

4. “A healthy sense of leisure.” The pleasures of art, 
literature and playing together with children have 
been lost, he said. “Consumerism has brought us 
anxiety” and stress, causing people to lose a “healthy 
culture of leisure.” Their time is “swallowed up” so 
people can’t share it with anyone.
Even though many parents work long hours, they 
must set aside time to play with their children; work 
schedules make it “complicated, but you must do 
it,” he said. Families must also turn off the TV when 
they sit down to eat because, even though television 
is useful for keeping up with the news, having it on 
during mealtime “doesn’t let you communicate” with 
each other, the pope said.

5. Sundays should be holidays. Workers should have 
Sundays off because “Sunday is for family,” he said.

6. Find innovative ways to create dignified jobs for 
young people. “We need to be creative with young 
people. If they have no opportunities they will get into 
drugs” and be more vulnerable to suicide, he said. 
“It’s not enough to give them food,” he said. 
“Dignity is given to you when you can bring food 
home” from one’s own labor.

7. Respect and take care of nature. Environmental 
degradation “is one of the biggest challenges we have,” 
he said. “I think a question that we’re not asking our-
selves is: ‘Isn’t humanity committing suicide with this 
indiscriminate and tyrannical use of nature?’”

8. Stop being negative. “Needing to talk badly about 
others indicates low self-esteem. That means, ‘I feel 
so low that instead of picking myself up I have to cut 
others down,’” the pope said. “Letting go of negative 
things quickly is healthy.”

9. Don’t proselytize; respect others’ beliefs. “We can 
inspire others through witness so that one grows to-
gether in communicating. But the worst thing of all is 
religious proselytism, which paralyzes: ‘I am talking 
with you in order to persuade you,’ No. Each person 
dialogues, starting with his and her own identity. The 
church grows by attraction, not proselytizing,” the 
pope said.

10. Work for peace. “We are living in a time of many 
wars,” he said, and “the call for peace must be 
shouted. Peace sometimes gives the impression of 
being quiet, but it is never quiet, peace is always 
proactive” and dynamic.

In an interview published in part in the Argentine 
weekly “Viva” July 27, the pope listed his 
Top 10 tips for bringing greater joy to one’s life…
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In the Third Typical edition of the Roman Missal a 
new dismissal, purportedly added at the direction of 
Pope Benedict XVI, invites us to: “Go in peace, 
glorifying the Lord by your lives.”

Perhaps we can take that invitation as a point of 
departure for a kind of further reflection on our 
shared experience of this summer. In his Apostolic 
letter, “Stay with us Lord”, St John Paul identified 
three aspects of the liturgy’s “sending forth’. Firstly, 
we are called to go forth in thanksgiving. Secondly, 
he says that we are sent on the way of solidarity. 
And finally, we are sent in service to the least. 
Perhaps we can reflect on each of these as a way 
of deepening our sense of the inherent connection 
between worship and apostolate in our lives.

In Thanksgiving
Thanksgiving is a fundamental element of the faithful 
life. If we systematically recall that all things depend 
upon God for their very existence, then every interac-
tion begins, somehow, in gratitude. The liturgy 
expresses this thanks in many forms, ranging from the 
most condensed, the Eucharist itself, to moments as 
simple as meal blessings. Many of our prayers follow 
the ancient form of Jewish prayer: “Blessed are you 
Lord, our God, creator of the universe…”

This spirit of thanksgiving is at the heart of the mission 
which we share as Baptized Christians to bring the 
good news to the world. In a way, our mission begins 
in the perspective that allows us to take delight in the 
world around us and in the people we meet, precisely 
as manifestations of God’s generosity and faithfulness. 
Our mission depends on our ability to see reality as it 
is: first and last, a gift of God.

Like the early disciples, we will discover the depth of 
God’s graciousness and the power to seek the Divine 
plan only if we can overcome the self-absorption which 
presumes that we “know” what is really needed. If we 
can learn to begin all things with the recognition of 
our reliance on God and the indomitable promise we 
have in Christ, then our thanksgiving in church and in 
the world will be a participation in God’s own mission.

Liturgy as Mission
– Fr Ken Hannon, OMI

In the Way of Solidarity
Again and again the liturgy reminds us that we are 
the graced and beloved beneficiaries of the 
Incarnation by which God enters into restored 
communion with all of creation. Not only all people, 
but all of creation stand as one before God as the 
object of Divine creative love and redemption in 
Christ. That unity transcends customary boundaries 
whether of culture, history, gender or economics. 
But we know that barriers still exist among the world’s 
people, barriers of human invention which are 
contrary to the Divine will.

As Jesus did, year after year, with his first disciples 
in Passover, so we recall God’s saving act in Christ 
at our Eucharist. Like our forbearers, we remember 
Jesus in his passion and we enter into that passion 
by sharing the bread of his flesh and the cup of his 
covenant-blood as we await his return with longing. 
We await him with all those who have gone before us, 
and with all those who are still untouched by his 
liberation and peace. We cannot honestly pray, 
“Come, Lord Jesus,” while we tolerate false 
barriers in our hearts.

Until the Lord comes, our table and communion are 
incomplete. Until we have made place at our table 
for his many manifestations in the oppressed, those 
who suffer injustice, and those who are excluded 
by unfair barriers, our longing for his coming and 
the welcome we offer him are incomplete and half-
hearted. The liturgy itself urges us to replace exclusion 
with hospitality until the still-alienated chosen ones 
have their rightful place at our table of thanksgiving 
and in society at large.

In Service of the Least
The memory of Jesus which unites us finds concrete 
expression in our gestures of care and service to 
“the least of my brothers and sisters.” Our witness 
is truncated otherwise and becomes empty cult.

Return to Contents Page
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Liturgy as Mission
– Fr Ken Hannon, OMI

The Fourth Gospel makes this very clear. The story of 
the Last Supper neglects mention of bread and cup 
(already well-known) in favour of the washing of the 
feet as an expression of the Lord’s intention. 
Our Eucharistic memorial is forever bound by his 
command, “as I have done, you must do also.”

It is clear that our service must be more than 
symbolic. One can hardly pray for justice without 
taking whatever action we can to bring about a more 
just and caring society. Among those to whom we 
are sent, the poor take a place of special privilege. 
Indeed, there are many kinds of poverty that call for 
dedicated response, but material destitution is the 
core meaning of the word and the core challenge to 
the praying church.

In the Christian tradition prayer and action, liturgy 
and practical life, stand in a reciprocal relation. 
Each somehow mirrors the other as both dimensions 
condition and inform one another. In that sense, 
mission is indeed worship, and worship is mission at 
its fundamental depth.

- Fr Ken Hannon presented this year’s Summer 
School in Crewe and Dublin.

Date for your Diary…
Summer School 2015, with Edwina Gateley
Dublin: July 18th
Crewe: July 20th - 23rd & July 24th - 26th

More details in next issue

One Day Workshop led by Kevin Mc Laughlin OMI

Creation Spirituality has always been a vibrant 
and important element of faith. Scientific insights, 
particularly over the last century or so have vastly 
expanded its vision of an interconnected and inter-
dependent world blest and sustained by a loving 
God. This has opened up new wonders and ways of 
understanding ourselves in relation to creation and 
this God. In our day, informed creation spirituality 
has become crucial given the mounting evidence of 
the harmful impact that human activities are having 
on the healthy working of the planet and the other 
life forms with which we share it. The sessions will 
explore these issues.

Dates: 14th & 15th of Nov 
Time: 10.30 am - 4.00 pm
Donation £10

DeMazenod House Event

Creation Spirituality - An Introduction

Oblate Retreat Centre, DeMazenod House,
62 Chamber Street, London, E1 8BL
Phone: 0207 7023544
Email: o.barry@oblates.co.uk
Website: www.orc-london.org
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It is a chance to look at what support is needed to 
further the process of “Living Mission Together” and 
to help people think about what skills they need to 
develop or resource for shared leadership in the 
Oblate mission.

Congress is a time of empowering, encouraging, 
providing the space and opportunity to discover our 
personal and communal call to partnership in 
mission; with the hope that all Oblates, priests, 
brothers and people will be present to each other  
in a new and challenging way.

This Congress is a coming together of people involved 
in all aspects of Oblate life in the Province in order to 
look again at where this Province is in terms of work-
ing with the poor and most abandoned people who 
live in our neighbourhoods.

Much work has already been done in preparation for 
the Congress in the communities that resulted in the 
publication of the Centre of Mission report. Though 
every community has distinct geographical, social, 
cultural and historical features, there is a vision that 
they would commit to the following areas:
1. Oblate Community
2. Partnership with the Lay Faith Community 

including youth
3. Outreach to those on the margins
4. On - going Faith and Adult Learning
5. Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation
6. Quality Liturgy and Prayer.

We are already working with and taking many of 
these priorities seriously. This October’s Congress is 
about taking these recommendations and discerning 
which is the best way to ground them in our various 
mission settings.

Congress 2014
Living Mission Together

It is about honouring the work done to date, 
and about taking us further in our hope of 
“Living Mission Together”.

And is, of course, an opportunity to share good practice 
and ideas. It is an invitation to all of us to see how 
we can better serve the mission of the Church in our 
own places. We are all being challenged to make the 
Oblate Vision statement a reality in our lives and in 
the places where we live and work.

“Profoundly respecting the dignity and sacredness 
of each person, we seek to grow close to Christ and 
make him known through our way of life and ministry.
We commit ourselves principally to those on the 
margins of church and society.”
– Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
Anglo-Irish Province

Everyone is invited to pray this prayer for 
the success of the Congress. 

Creator God,
All that we have and are comes from you and 
through you we are blessed.
By the power of the Holy Spirit, open our eyes that, 
like St. Eugene, we may be aware of the needs of 
people around us and reach out to help those who 
feel abandoned.
Inspire us to bring the Good News of Jesus to 
your people.
Guide us as we live the Oblate mission together.
We make our prayer in the name of Jesus, 
your Son and in the power and love of your Spirit.
Amen.
Mary Immaculate Pray for us
St Eugene de Mazenod Pray for us

The Oblate Congress will be held 28th-30th October 2014. 
Delegates from all areas of Oblate Life and mission have 
been invited, the location has been booked and the dates 
set. A Congress is a “Kairos” moment, another way of saying 

“a very special time”. It is a time to deepen and affirm the 
work that already underpins the way we are present in our 
neighbourhoods by “Living Mission Together”.
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Congress 2014
Living Mission Together

Oblate Summer Camp 2014

Taizé
Going to Taizé was the best experience I have ever 
had. When I set off I had no idea what to expect but 
was looking forward to meeting people from around 
the world who had the same faith as me. The first 
day felt like one of the longest days of my life mainly 
because we had been travelling through the night so 
when we arrived at about 8 in the morning it felt like 
it should be late evening. Despite the exhaustion, 
I knew from that first day that I was going to enjoy my 
time in Taizé.

Each day had a similar routine; there would be morn-
ing, midday and evening prayer that took place in the 
church. I really enjoyed these times to pray, reflect 
and sing and it was amazing how quickly I became 
used to praying three times a day. We also had bible 
introduction in the morning with one of the Brothers. 
We were given a text from the Gospel of Luke that the 
Brother would discuss and introduce questions for us 

This year marked the 5th annual Oblate Summer 
Camp and saw 24 young people and 8 leaders from 
England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales gather together 
for 5 days of adventure activities and faith based 
workshops. The theme of the week was the Common-
wealth Games, in particular looking at the key values 
of equality, dignity of life and hope. These values tied 
in perfectly with faith and the young people explored 
how to relate these topics in everyday life.

All these activities were great fun - I could never pick 
a favourite!. We learned about equality, confidence, 

to consider. My discussion group contained people 
from Ukraine, Germany and Portugal. After playing a 
few games and attempting to learn the Ukrainian Our 
Father we really connected as a group and were able 
to have many fascinating discussions about the text 
we had been given and our own experiences.

It was so amazing meeting people from so many 
different countries and to think that we are all con-
nected to each other by our faith. I feel very blessed 
to have formed the friendships I have and I think that 
I laughed more in that week than I did in the last year. 
I am going to miss all the wonderful people I have 
met and the spontaneous bursting into song that 
happened so much in Taizé. The experience allowed 
me to rediscover how important my faith is to me and 
made me feel spiritually fulfilled. I am very thankful 
for the opportunity and I hope to return next year.
- Bethany Fleming

faith and human rights. It was also a great chance to 
meet new friends. - Beth Morrow, Leith, Edinburgh

We have met new people, completed activities and 
made good memories. - Jade Coady, Dublin

I really enjoyed the workshops and learned a lot from 
them, they were also a lot of fun. - Joe Wills, Liverpool

My favourite activity we did was sea level traversing 
as it was unlike anything I had ever done before. 
- Hugh Morrow, Leith, Edinburgh

Oblate Youth Summer Activities
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Upcoming Opportunities

with Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI
November 28th – 30th, 2014

“But we have this treasure in clay vessels, so that 
it may be made clear that this extraordinary power 
belongs to God and does not come from us” 
(2 Corinthians 4:7)

During this Advent retreat, as we prepare for the 
coming of Christ this Christmas, Fr Frank will use the 
image of ‘clay vessels’ to unearth the treasure that God 
has hidden within each of us. From this awareness, 
we are encouraged to reach out to others, just as 
St. Eugene did in his lifetime.

Unearthing God’s Treasure Within Us

St. Eugene: “A Man of Advent”

Venue: Oblate Retreat Centre, Wistaston Hall, 
89 Broughton Lane, Crewe, Cheshire CW2 8JS. 
Phone: 01270 568653 
Cost: Participants are asked to make a contribution 
of £95 for Residential and £85 for Non-Residential.
The cost of these events is subsidised by the Oblates 
through the Partners in Mission project.

For further information or to book a place please 
contact: Mr. Kirk Jacob, Oblate Partners in Mission 
Office, Denis Hurley House, 14 Quex Road, 
London NW6 4PL, UK.
Phone: 020 7624 7296 
email: kirk.oblate.partners@gmail.com

– with Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI

St. John Paul II called St. Eugene a “Man of Advent” 
and said about him. “His influence is not limited to the 
age in which he lived, but continues its effect on our 
time. His apostolate consisted in the transformation 
of the world by the power of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
What Saint Eugene wanted to achieve was that, in 
Christ, each individual could become a fully complete 
person, an authentic Christian, a credible saint.”

In order to explore and deepen the Spirit that inspired 
St. Eugene and to help with us with our Advent 
preparation the following series of reflection evenings 
have been organized:

Edinburgh, December 2nd
Venue: St. Mary’s Star of the Sea, 
106 Constitution St, Edinburgh, 
EH6 6AW

Anglesey, December 3rd
Venue: St. Mary’s Parish Hall, 
Longford Road, Holyhead, LL65 1TR

Birmingham, December 4th
Venue: St. Anne’s Parish, Alcester Street, 
Birmingham, B12 0PB

If you would like to share your thoughts or ideas with us please contact: Fr. Lorcán O’Reilly OMI, Partners in 
Mission Office, Denis Hurley House, 14 Quex Road, London NW6 4PL or email oblate_partners@btinternet.com

As part of the 150th celebrations of Sacred Heart Parish in London 
Fr. Frank will lead an evening on “Creating a Missionary Parish Inspired by St. Eugene”

London, 8th December
Venue: New Priory, Sacred Heart Church, Quex Road, London, NW6 4PS
For details of all the above events please visit: www.oblatefamily.com

Celebrating 150 Years in Kilburn London
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