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Oblate School of Theology, founded and sponsored by the Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate, is a Catholic graduate and professional school which   
provides education for the church’s mission and ministry in the world.

The institution prepares persons for pastoral ministry through academic 
study and supervised practice. Through degree and certificate programs the 
School strives to educate and form candidates for priestly ministry as well as 
lay ministries. The School offers opportunities for professional continuing  
education and personal spiritual renewal to those serving in church and 
society.

Oblate School of Theology models and fosters collaboration in ministry.              
It accomplishes its mission in cooperation with formation communities and 
other ecclesial and societal institutions.

The pastoral orientation of the School requires practical and reflective                
engagement with the multi-cultural, global reality of church and society. 
Drawing upon Oblate School of Theology’s location and historical dedication 
to the Mexican-American presence in the Southwest, the learning, teaching, 
and research of the School pay particular  attention to the diverse and rich 
Hispanic reality of the Americas. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Vision Beyond Division

Many of us are familiar with the movie Of Gods and Men, the true story of a 
group of Trappist monks who were martyred by Islamic extremists in Algeria 

in 1996. Some months before their deaths, their abbott, Dom Christian de Cherge, 
sensing that they might be killed, wrote a letter to his family in France telling them 
that, should they hear of his death or his disappearance, they should then open a 
second letter contained in the same envelope. 

Upon hearing of his disappearance, his family did open that letter. Contained 
in it was a remarkable testimony, witnessing both to the greatness of faith and to the potential greatness of humanity. 
Abbot Christian preemptively forgave his killers and wrote that his final wish was that, one day, he would be playing 
joyfully with them in heaven – he, a Christian, they, Muslims, both experiencing the same joy before God:  “If it should 
happen one day —  and it could be today — that I become a victim of the terrorism which now seems ready to engulf 
all the foreigners living in Algeria, I would like my community, my Church and my family to remember that my life 
was given to God and to this country. …  I should like, when the time comes, to have a moment of spiritual clarity 
which would allow me to beg forgiveness of God and of my fellow human beings, and at the same time to forgive with 
all my heart the one who would strike me down. … I do not see, in fact, how I could rejoice if the people I love were 
indiscriminately accused of my murder. … This is what I shall be able to do, God willing: immerse my gaze in that of 
the Father to contemplate with him His children of Islam just as He sees them, all shining with the glory of Christ, the 
fruit of His Passion, filled with the Gift of the Spirit whose secret joy will always be to establish communion and restore 
the likeness, playing with the differences.” How different in substance, spirit, and tone this is from our attitudes and our 
rhetoric today. Simply put, today, we too often lack basic respect, charity, and honesty both in attitude and in language. 
This is true, too, on both sides of the ideological spectrum, liberal and conservative. Both in attitude and language, we 
too often display the following: 

•	 We are devoid of self-criticism and any hint that we, ourselves, should struggle perhaps more deeply with things 
before which we find ourselves indignant. 

•	 We are long on name-calling and ideology and short on charity. 
•	 We lack essential respect for the persons and positions we are attacking, always assuming ill will or ignorance. 
•	 We rely on cliques, slogans and ridicule to try to cheapen the position we are criticizing.
•	 We make everything either/or and never both/and, thus creating illicit dichotomies which make us choose 

between two things which are not in themselves incompatible.
•	 We never really seriously try to understand the position of those who think differently than we. 
•	 Finally, invariably, we take ourselves too seriously, are pretentious and lack both joy and humor. 
The net effect of this is polarization and bitterness within our families and communities wherein, already, too 

many people are seeing and speaking through the prism of neurosis, suspicion and paranoia on the pretense that this is 
prophetic sensitivity to truth and justice.

We see this in every circle today: liberal and conservative. Everyone is hypersensitive; but beneath all this seeming 
sensitivity for truth, there generally lies a basic lack of respect and charity, and this is the real canker that works at 
dividing the sincere from the sincere and the committed from the committed. Good people no longer can work together 
or even talk together. We are a long, long way from the type of big-heartedness, nobility of character and genuine 
Christian witness of a man like Dom Christian de Cherge. 

Beyond his example, we also might draw a lesson from an old story drawn from the Desert Fathers: Abba Moses 
and Abba Arsenius were two sincere men who were famous for viewing the world differently.  One day, a searcher of 
truth was praying and asked God: “Whom do you favor of these two, Abba Moses or Abba Arsenius?”  God  answered 
him in a vision: Two large boats were shown to him on a river, and he saw Abba Arsenius and the Spirit of God sailing 
in the one, in perfect peace; and in the other was Abba Moses with the angels of God, and they were all eating honey 
and cakes.

God, it seems, has a heart that can embrace and hold differences. Forming that kind of heart is the real task of 
theological education. 

        Ronald Rolheiser
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The Rev. Dr. Homer Bain, an ordained United Methodist minister who died Nov. 10 at age 82, was a great admirer 
of and co-worker with Oblate School of Theology. He actively lived the Oblate charism of serving the poor through 

his work with COPS/Metro Alliance, for which OST’s Board of Trustees awarded him an honorary doctor of pastoral 
leadership degree during its 2011 Commencement exercise.

 Dr. Bain, who earned his doctorate from the University of Chicago, arrived in San Antonio in 1972 and was 
director of education for the Ecumenical Center for Religion and Health for the next 33 years while also pastoring 
several area churches, including Colonial Hills United Methodist Church. He published articles on pastoral counseling 
and family therapy and briefly was an adjunct faculty member at OST. 

Dr. Scott Woodward, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of OST, cited Bain’s extensive ecumenical 
leadership and praised him at a dinner the evening before the 2011 commencement, quipping, “Wherever he goes, 
Homer brings Presbyterians, Methodists, Catholics and Muslims with him. When I first met Homer, he was dragging 
six or eight Methodists from churches in the Valley to get them into a seminary – Oblate. He’s a Methodist, and was 
working to get all these Protestants into a Catholic seminary!”  

 He added that “Homer’s deep concern for the poor, the immigrant and the sick would have made John Wesley proud; 
I think St. Eugene de Mazenod would have been proud, too.” Wesley was the father of Methodism; St. Eugene, an early 19th-
century French bishop, founded the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, OST’s parent religious congregation.

 Reflecting recently on Dr. Bain’s impact on OST, Dr. Woodward noted that Bain saw something in the School 
before its administration and faculty realized it in themselves – “our openness to having Christians of other traditions 
as members of our community.” Oblate had begun admitting Protestant students in 1970, but had never advertised it. 
“We’ve always had Presbyterian, Episcopalian and Methodist students; but Homer’s vision was that this school could be 
a means for promoting some kind of Christian unity, and that the school administration was open to that. We were open 
to it, but we didn’t name it until much later,” he said.  

 Bain viewed Oblate as a possible center for San Antonio’s mainline Protestants as well as Catholics, since 
mainline Protestants hadn’t really had a center of their own. He saw that Oblate could serve that role, so welcoming 
were the Oblate administration and community to ecumenicity. 

  “Homer often encouraged Methodists – especially Spanish-speakers – to enroll in OST’s Instituto de Formación 
Pastoral or its degree programs,” Dr. Woodward added. “That’s why he kept sending students here.” 

If COPS/Metro Alliance needed a speaker, he would often recommend an OST faculty member. “Clearly, his 
COPS/Metro Alliance work fit the Oblate charism, and we’ve always supported that organization’s work – advocating 
better access to education, street and drainage improvements and better services to people on the South and West sides 
of San Antonio, such as garbage collection. Moreover, Homer was able to persuade members of those North Side 
churches that it was in their own interest for the city to serve people on the South and West sides.  In San Antonio, that’s 
a major achievement,” Dr. Woodward noted.

Sister Gabriella Lohan, SHSp, who worked with Dr. Bain in COPS/Metro Alliance, agreed, noting that he was 
highly respected by other clergy and had a great respect for the dignity of every person. He knew how to talk to people 
and knew how to “get them to the table” where decisions were made about their future, she said.

 “Kelly Air Force Base brought Mexican Americans into the middle class by providing good jobs, and their 
children were able to go to college,” she said. “But Homer realized that many others still needed good jobs, education 
and health care. He knew that people could change and this city could change, which it did. He saw possibilities of 

The Rev. Dr. Homer Bain:
A friend and admirer of OST
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putting programs in place to help people who have fallen through the cracks.”

Dr. Don Anderson, who directed the Ecumenical Center for Religion and Health from 1973-98, said he and 
Dr. Bain complemented each other in a way that recognized and capitalized on the strengths and skills of each. “When 
Homer died, I lost the best professional associate I ever had. The history of this institution will tell that Homer Bain's 
influence on it was very profound. Without him, I don't think I could have succeeded as its director at the level that I 
did.” 

He noted that Bain helped develop programs that changed the lives of many people in ministry by giving them 
the kind of credentials they needed, whether in clinical pastoral education, recognition by the American Association of 
Pastoral Counselors, or the Doctor of Ministry degree. “And he could meld all that together. It was amazing. We'd have 
maybe 20 or so students here doing different things under Homer's supervision,” Anderson said.   

“Students related to Homer personally. Probably a thousand people, now scattered around the world, have had 
some contact with Homer Bain in the course of their training in pastoral care. After his death, I got phone calls from 
near and far from people who wanted to say, ‘This man made a difference to me.’”

Dr. Anderson also recalled getting irate calls from City Hall about Bain’s activities with COPS/Metro Alliance. 
“They’d say, ‘You should not be employing him.’ I would explain to them, ‘That is his personal ministry, and he will 
continue to be employed here. If you have an issue, settle it with him.’” 

 Dr. Paul Parks, who succeeded Dr. Anderson as the Ecumenical Center’s director, pointed out that Dr. Bain 
was among the first sponsors of clinical pastoral education in San Antonio and helped local hospitals establish clinical 
pastoral education as a training program for professional chaplains. “Homer received the American Association of 
Pastoral Counselors’ prestigious Distinguished Contributor Award both for his years of service and for creating ways to 
work within different groups, particularly in social groups,” Dr. Parks said.

 Both men said that Hispanics from the United States and Mexico felt comfortable with Dr. Bain because 
they sensed his deep respect and love for their culture and language. “Homer was very aware that a lack of access to 
formal education doesn't mean that people are not bright or that they’re incapable of learning and making significant 
contributions to the community,” Dr. Parks explained. 

Dr. Bain was very well known for helping people to achieve higher education and develop higher levels of 
leadership; within clergy circles, he was instrumental in starting the pastoral care spirituality program at the Ecumenical 
Center. He was among the earliest supporters of the specialty of pastoral counseling which operated in the Valley for a 
number of years, Parks said.  

 Many people came to Bain from Mexico for counseling. “He had an international reputation and brought 
clinical pastoral education to several areas in South America and Puerto Rico as well,” Dr. Parks said, adding: “Homer 
was brilliant academically. He could talk about complex things in a way that was very accessible and understandable to 
everyone.  He had a great ability to see the larger picture; he could work across multiple disagreements to bring people 
together and synthesize a solution in an understandable and helpful way.”

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, blessed 
The Last Supper sculpture by 
Timothy P. Schmalz on Dec. 4. 
Everyone is welcome to visit the 
sculpture behind the Oblate Renewal 
Center and “have a meal with Jesus.”
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Sankofa Lecture explores Black Theology
Black theology’s hallmark contribution to society is the idea that Jesus Christ is for the liberation of the poor, the 

oppressed working-class people and the wounded, the Rev. Dr. Dwight Hopkins said in the third Sankofa Lecture 
Jan. 11 in OST’s Whitley Theological Center.

 Dr. Hopkins, professor of theology and director of Master of Arts studies at the University of Chicago Divinity 
School, addressed a rapt audience, noting that black theology is a theology of liberation of those groups of people, while 
at the same time calling for a universal community of all people. “If Christian faith and the historical Jesus point to 
having compassion for the least, the lost and the left out, this is a universal message for all people who want a healthy 
community on earth. It is also a vocation for those with disproportionate privileges to share in the building up of a 
community that is healthy, healed and whole,” the professor declared.

He explained that black liberation theology “didn’t start in graduate schools.” It didn’t fall from the sky or 
from the head of an individual, nor was it created “in itself, for itself, to perpetuate itself by itself.”  It arose, Hopkins 
said, out of reflection on both domestic and global developments. The domestic ones were the civil rights movement 
of the 1950s and 1960s, the Black Power movement born in the late 1960s, and Joseph Washington’s 1964 book Black 
Religion. These events occurred within larger global developments that impacted black churches and communities, 
including rising expectations created by World War II, the domino effect of global decolonization and struggles for 
African independence. These and other factors showed the obvious contradiction between domestic racial segregation 
and American claims to be the “land of opportunity.”

Dr. Hopkins explained that Stokely Carmichael and Willie Ricks first shouted the slogan “Black Power” June 
16, 1966, in Greenwood, Miss. The National Committee of Negro Churchmen published a full-page statement in the 
New York Times July 31, 1966, signed by 47 black churchmen and one black woman religious leader. The statement 
attempted to answer the question, “What should churches and theology have to say about poor and working-class blacks 
needing economic, political and cultural power?” The signers noted that “what we see shining through the variety of 
(white Americans attacking black power) is not anything new, but the same old problem of power and race” which has 
faced the United States since 1619.  

“The statement sees America as our beloved homeland; but (suggests that) because it has not used its abundant 
resources to help the poor and the oppressed at home and around the world, God’s judgment was being pronounced on 
the U.S.A.,” Dr. Hopkins noted, explaining the text of the statement. To be Christian, it said, all churches need to go 
where Jesus was, and theology’s role was to reflect on this liberation reality as a way to enhance the full humanity of 
oppressed black workers and the poor. 

In March 1969, the Rev. James H. Cone, an African Methodist Episcopal clergyman, published Black Theology 
and Black Power; in 1970, he followed it with A Black Theology of Liberation. He is known today as the father of 
black theology in the United States, Dr. Hopkins said, but other black religious leaders challenged him on the “content” 
of this liberation, variously asserting needs for a link with the doctrine of reconciliation, for a larger historical context 
beginning in Africa, for the writers of black theology to be connected with the poor and the people in black churches, 
and for black theology to be centered on black indigenous religion. Cecil Cone, the older brother of James Cone, even 
asserted that black religion was really African religion absorbing the slave master’s religion.

Women were missing from this discussion of doctrines. Thus, womanist theology was born. Black Christian 
women wanted to assert that their spirituality, given to them by God, was good, and that their being black and woman 
was also good in God’s eyes. In 1979, Jacquelyn Grant, an African Methodist Episcopal clergywoman, wrote the first 
article on womanist theology, “Black Theology and the Black Woman.” 

 Where are the present trends in black theology, and where will it go in the future? Dr. Hopkins said that the first 
trend stresses the importance of Africa in black theology, asking, “What does it mean to be black in the United States if 
it is not because of Africa’s origin, legacy, culture and religions?”

The second trend emphasizes the pastoral work of black theology. “James Harris challenges black theology to 
speak to the pressing issues of liberation within the churches; otherwise, it will move further away from the clergy and 
laypeople,” the professor warned. 
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The third trend is social liberation, a call for radical 
transformation of social systems bringing pain on the least in society, 
such as is found in James Cone’s work. Cone has written that nobody 
can be a Christian without linking the Crucifixion with the lynching 
of black people. For him, Christianity means the overthrow of white 
supremacy.

The final trend stresses black religion. Proponents argue 
that black religion came before black theology, suggesting that more 
attention is needed to what is black religion. This trend suggests 
that black theology must study black religion objectively and 
disinterestedly as a phenomenon existing on its own terms and not 
view it through a preconceived Christian viewpoint. 

For the future, Dr. Hopkins said, “black theology needs to 
deepen its role in African American churches. Those writing on it 
need to keep the church as a central concern and audience. Clergy 
and laity need to take degree programs that include black theology. 
The practice and study of black theology has to reorient itself to be in 
conversation with and accountable to the churches.” He said theology 
should not be placed above the churches.

He said that black liberation theology must do more sophisticated studies of the positive roles that African 
American men play as fathers and husbands in the household and the church. “The urban areas of America are full of 
young black men between ages eight and 25. An example of this growing segment is a group of young men in Chicago 
who have challenged black leaders and churches to provide more positive activities for them,” such as more YMCAs, 
Cub Scouts, basketball courts, swimming pools and other positive activities.

Finally, the professor declared, both black churches and black theology must continue connecting American 
black witness and ministry with Africa and with larger developments occurring around the world.   

Dr. Luke Timothy Johnson, the Robert W. Woodruff Professor of New Testament and Christian Origins at 
Emory University’s Candler School of Theology, will deliver Oblate School of Theology’s Sixth Annual Frank 

Montalbano Lecture at 7 p.m. Tuesday, March 18, in OST’s Whitley Theological Center. The free 
lecture is open to the public.

 His title is “Paul the Apostle: Oppressor or Liberator?”  Paul is the most important figure 
of early Christianity, and his letters are at the heart of the New Testament. A controversial figure 
from the beginning, he continues to be divisive today. For Christianity’s critics, including some 
Christians, Paul represents everything that is oppressive. Dr. Johnson will address the challenge that 
such critics pose and will ask whether, reading Paul properly, we may discover him to be more a 
liberator than an oppressor.

 Dr. Johnson’s interests include the Jewish and Greco-Roman contexts of early Christianity, 
Luke and Acts, the Pastoral Letters and the Letter of James. He has authored hundreds of scholarly articles and 28 
books. His 2009 book Among the Gentiles: Greco-Roman Religion and Christianity earned him the prestigious 
Louisville Grawemeyer Award in Religion.    

 Another of his books, The Real Jesus: The Misguided Quest for the Historical Jesus and the Truth of the 
Traditional Gospels, was a catalyst for intense debate among New Testament scholars in 1996.  Johnson’s most recent 
book, Prophetic Jesus, Prophetic Church: The Challenge of Luke-Acts to Contemporary Christians, won first place in 
the Scripture category of the Catholic Press Association’s 2012 book awards.

Luke T.  Johnson to give 2014 Montalbano Lecture

Dr. Dwight Hopkins
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Hispanic Summer Program recognized OST
Oblate School of Theology received recognition in 2013 for its 

sponsorship of the Hispanic Summer Program (HSP) since 
1996.  The national ecumenical initiative, sponsored jointly by 
some 54 theological institutions, provides Hispanics access to 
accredited graduate theological training at an affordable price.

The program is given at a different campus every year. 
Oblate hosted the 2013 session from June 22-July 5, 2013, marking 
the third time Oblate has hosted the gathering. During the event, its 
board recognized OST and other sponsoring theological institutions 
that have supported it for at least 15 years, said Father Bob Wright, 
OMI, the School’s representative on the program’s board. 

“They’ve always liked meeting here. Oblate is a natural 
place because San Antonio is well-known as a Latino ecclesial city 
with people who have been in the forefront of developing Hispanic 
ministry since the time of Archbishop Lucey,” Father Wright said. 
Former San Antonio Archbishop Robert E. Lucey led the Archdiocese 
of San Antonio from 1941-69. As head of the   U.S. bishops’ 
committee for the Spanish-speaking for many years, he pioneered 
development of U.S. Hispanic ministry more than 50 years ago. 

The Hispanic Summer Program provides a variety of intensive, two-week courses. Each student takes one 
course, chosen by the faculty from a list of preferences the student submits. Course credits are transferred to the 
institution from which the student is to graduate.  Students live at the Oblate Renewal Center throughout the two weeks.

  An endowment, with member schools paying dues, enables the institutions to offer the program at low cost 
to the students, Father Wright said, adding: “Tuition is about $425, which pays for air fare, room and board, and three 
hours of graduate theological study. That’s unbeatable!” To date, more than 1,000 Hispanics and more than 100 non-
Hispanics have gone through the program, taught by high-quality Hispanic faculty members from the member schools.  
Some courses are taught in English and some in Spanish.  

 OST student Mary Navarro Farr found the immigration course fascinating and mind-broadening. “I was excited 
because immigration is a timely topic. I’d looked at it from a political perspective,” Farr said. “It blew me away when 
Dr. Alicia Marill talked about how we’re called to be hospitable in Scripture, from Abraham all the way through the 
New Testament. She talked about Christ himself being a migrant. I began to see it through the viewpoint of Scripture.”

She also learned that the topic is not limited to the U.S.-Mexico border. “For me, the course was a two-week 
pilgrimage through the eyes of the immigrants who go through this struggle for survival – both their own physical 
survival and their families’ economic survival.”

  Dr. Marill, an associate professor at Barry University in Miami, showed two films illustrating how readily 
Cuban immigrants were allowed into the United States in the 1960s as refugees from Fidel Castro’s regime, but today’s 
immigrants from Mexico and other Latin American nations whose families back home struggle to survive are tossed 
aside in an inhumane manner. 

 Farr recalled being surprised that her roommate and other non-Catholic students felt comfortable seeing the 
large figure of Jesus on the cross in OST’s Immaculate Conception Memorial Chapel. “They’re Hispanics, and many of 
them grew up Catholic.  Everyone was very comfortable in this environment; in fact, they’ve already booked OST for 
2016, the next time the School is eligible to host the program again,” Farr said.

 Dr. Marill confirmed that Oblate School of Theology is a favorite place for many participants in the program. 
“It’s my home when I’m in San Antonio. What it provides that many places don’t is an environment in which both 
Hispanic professors and Hispanic students can be themselves without being misunderstood.”

Father Robert Wright presents an appreciation award 
to Dr. Scott Woodward, Vice President for Academic 
Affairs and Dean of OST, on behalf of the Hispanic 
Summer Program for its 18 years of sponsorship of 
the program.  Sally Gomez-Jung is a past chair of the 
program’s board of governors. 
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Daniel Calderon, a candidate for OST’s Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry degree, was assigned to a course 
titled “A Borderlands Reading of Deuteronomistic History,” taught by Professor Gregory Lee Cuellar of Austin 
Presbyterian Theological Seminary. The discussion included comparison of how Texas’ borderland history in the early 
20th century compares with the oppressive empire building of the ancient Assyrian conquest of Israel. Each led to 
violence and rebellion by subjugated religious peoples, one in Israel and the other in Mexico.   

 “Borders are artifacts of history. When borders shift, lands and peoples are subject to different sets of rules, 
which create opportunities for exploitation, conditions of hardship and motivations for revolt,” he commented, adding: 
“I realized that in grade school and high school, I’d learned the story of the borderlands and U.S. expansion from only 
one point of view.  This course was very enlightening.”  

 He said he was so enthusiastic, he had a hard time choosing among the courses. He was quite impressed with 
the high quality of professors teaching in the program. “I appreciated their receptiveness to students’ point of view. They 
wanted to know what we thought and how we thought the program could be improved.”  

Usually during the program’s second week, a workshop titled "Through Hispanic Eyes" is given to help school 
staff understand how to help students. 

The Hispanic Summer Program was conceived out of a concern within the Association of Theological Schools 
regarding a lack of access among Hispanics, especially Protestants, to accredited graduate theological education. “They 
hadn’t had anything geared specifically to Hispanics before the early 1980s, and the schools weren’t familiar with what 
would be needed to provide it,” Father Wright explained. “They brought in Catholics to start a summer program to give 
accredited graduate theological courses taught by Hispanic professors who were grounded in the Hispanic reality and 
experience.”  

The program has always been thoroughly ecumenical. Each summer, the program meets at a different 
institution, often one affiliated with a different Christian denomination, from the previous summer. “We always 
encourage our students to apply for this program. There are many more Protestants in it than Catholics, which provides 
an excellent opportunity for our students to dialogue and share their faith experiences with students from the various 
Protestant denominations. They’ve had a lot of stereotypes of Catholics, and Catholics have had a lot of stereotypes 
about Protestants,” he said. 

First Oblate Bishop in U.S. and OST alum retires

Bishop Michael D. Pfeifer, OMI, DD, ’64, the first Missionary Oblate of Mary 
Immaculate ever chosen to head a U.S. diocese and currently the nation’s second-

longest-serving bishop leading one diocese, officially retired as Bishop of San Angelo Jan. 27 
with the episcopal ordination of his successor, Bishop Michael J. Sis. 

Bishop Pfeifer, 76, a native of the border town of Alamo, is a former chairman of the 
OST Board of Trustees by virtue of his service as Provincial of the Southern United States 
Province from 1981-85. As a young man, he had followed his older brother, Francis “Ted” 
Pfeifer, OMI, and his cousin James Pfeifer, OMI, to the School when it was still known as 
the De Mazenod Scholasticate. He was ordained to the priesthood Dec. 21, 1964, five years 
after his brother.

After 16 years in Mexico, the last six as the Oblate superior for the country, Father 
Pfeifer returned to San Antonio when he was elected Provincial of the San Antonio-based 
Southern U.S. Province in 1981. As Provincial, he spearheaded the launching of the Oblate 

Mission in Zambia, which has become the most successful mission in Oblate history with numerous vocations. He 
recalled having thought about serving there after his term as Provincial ended. 

As chairman of the OST Board of Trustees, he saw the School grow significantly as it launched the Ministry to 
Ministers Sabbatical Program, the Lay Ministry Institute and the Instituto de Formación Pastoral. 

He had just been re-elected for a second term when he learned of his selection to succeed Bishop Joseph A. 
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 Victor Carmona, Instructor in Moral Theology, has published an article on immigration 
in the January 2014 issue of The Liguorian magazine. He  was on a panel Jan. 10 discussing 
“Immigration and Family Values: Christian Moral Assessments” during the 2014 joint annual 
meeting in Seattle, Wash., of the Society for Christian Ethics, the Society for Jewish Ethics and the 
Society for the Study of Muslim Ethics.   

            Father Wayne Cavalier, OP, Director of the Congar Institute, contributed a peer-reviewed 
entry on Dr. Jane E. Regan for the Christian Educators of the 20th Century online encyclopedia 
http://www.christianeducators20.com (still under construction). He also attended the first Pastoral 
de Conjunto (Collaborative Planning) session with the Federacion de Institutos Pastorales, National 
Catholic Association of Diocesan Directors for Hispanic Ministry and the National Catholic 
Council for Hispanic Ministry, Aug. 27-29. 

 Dr. Renata Furst gave three conferences by Internet on Old and New Testament topics for the Annual 
Conference of the National Conference of Catechetical Leadership in May 2013, two in English and one in Spanish. She 
has a forthcoming chapter in Semeia, a publication of the Society of Biblical Literature. She has been training spiritual 
directors to give the Spiritual Exercises of St. Ignatius in Daily Life. Co-teachers with her are OST graduate Mary 
Wilder, MAS ’09, and Lutheran Pastor Ralph Reitmeyer. 

 Sister Linda Gibler, OP, gave a one-day program, “Preaching from the Heart of Earth,” during 
the Dominican Sisters’ Conference Annual Assembly of Elected Leaders in Adrian, Mich., and a 
one-day program, “Preaching from the Heart of Creation,” for the Dominican Sisters of Peace in 
Columbus, Ohio, both in October.  

   Father John Markey, OP, Assistant Professor of Theology, has a book 
coming out this spring, titled Moses in Pharaoh’s House: A Liberation 
Spirituality for North Americans, published by Anselm Academic.

 Father Leo Perez, OMI, Assistant Professor in Moral Theology, has been 
appointed to be Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller’s Liaison for Health Care.  

 Father Dale M. Schlitt, OMI, Professor of Philosophy, Theology and 
Spirituality, has published two chapters on “German Idealism’s Trinitarian Legacy,” one covering 
the 19th century and the other the 20th century, in The Impact of German Idealism: The Legacy of 
Post Kantian German Thought, Vol 4: Religion. 

 Father Bryan Silva, OMI, with Dr. Nancy Kluge, was to present the Critical Ministerial Issues Conference 
from 8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. March 11 at the Whitley Theological Center. Titled “The Challenge of Change in Ministry 
Today,” it is designed to provide a framework for managing change and its effects on individuals. 

Fiorenza as Bishop of San Angelo. He served 28 years and six months in the post and served two terms as president of 
the Texas Conference of Churches, 1999-2000 and 2002-2003.

In San Angelo, the bishop has endeared himself to Protestants, Jews and Muslims as well as Catholics, by his 
friendly, low-key manner, his collaborative leadership style and his openness to helping people whatever their faith or 
their status in life.  

Sammye Ruppeck, director of the Concho Valley Home for Girls, who is not Catholic, said the bishop 
always sends a birthday cake for each of the girls’ birthdays and is “especially effective in telling the girls that 
God loves them, no matter what. He definitely has gone way above and beyond his defined duties as a bishop. He 
is a very effective pastor.”

The prelate said his long-term plans are indefinite for now. His initial plans were to remain in San Angelo for 
about a month before moving back to San Antonio. He said he has offered to assist Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller, 
MSpS, wherever he is needed.  

Faculty, Alumni and Staff News
Faculty

Victor Carmona

Linda Gibler

John Markey
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Alumni
 Pope Francis has named Msgr. Stephen Berg, MDiv ’99, a priest of the Diocese of Fort Worth 
and currently administrator of that diocese, to be the next Bishop of Pueblo, Colo. He succeeds 
Bishop Fernando Isern, who resigned last June for health reasons.

Staff

Thanks to the generosity of our donors, the Oblate 
Renewal Center underwent extensive renovation in 
December.  Each guest room has new beds, pillows, 
bedspreads, shower curtains, blinds, carpeting and 
lighting. About half of the rooms also received new reading 
chairs.  Some desk chairs were re-upholstered, and rooms 
that formerly had double beds now have two single beds 
with new headboards. Public areas of the Center have 
new furniture, and three meeting rooms were converted 
into fully-functional conference rooms with audiovisual, 
Internet and Skype connectivity.

  Father Robert Wright, OMI, Professor of Systematic Theology, has published in Spanish and 
English an essay on the history of the devotion and shrine to Our Lady of San Juan in the Lower Rio 
Grande Valley of Texas. The Spanish version was included in Experiencia religiosa e identidades 
en América Latina, edited by Imelda Vega-Centeno (San José, Costa Rica: DEI y CEHILA, 2013). 
A modified English version was published in Catholic Southwest: A Journal of History and Culture, 
Vol. 24 (2013). 

Father Fernando Velazquez, OMI, after earning a Licentiate in Sacred Theology in Rome, 
has joined the OST community. He will teach and work with the Instituto de Formación Pastoral.   

 Sister Addie Lorraine Walker, SSND, wrote a chapter in a new book on the 2000-2011 
Apostolic Visitation to Religious Orders of Women. The book, soon to be published by University 

Press of America, is titled Telling the Story.  

Robert Wright

 Mary J. Hernandez has been hired as organist at the Immaculate Conception Memorial Chapel. She was dean 
of the Alamo Chapter of the American Guild of Organists from 2010-2012.  

 Father Clyde Rausch, OMI, a 1969 graduate of OST, has joined the staff of the Oblate Renewal Center, where 
he will be a spiritual director and assist with retreats.  

OST Joins Cyber Giving Campaign to Reach New Donors
YOU can make the difference.  As a supporter of Oblate School of Theology, please join us for The Big Give 
S.A.  on Tuesday, May 6, 2014.  Your gift on-line during this 24-hour, community-wide giving campaign will 
help OST win matching funds, and establish a strong on-line giving base that will attract many new supporters 
for years to come.  For more information, please go to www.thebiggivesa.org.  Spread the word, and help us 
make this campaign a big success to support OST’s vital work of strengthening faith through enlightened 
understanding.
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