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O
n November 16, 2013, San

Antonio’s Archbishop Gustavo

Garcia-Siller, MSpS ordained

six men to the diaconate, including three

Oblates, Schol.Bros. David Uribe,

Jesse Esqueda and Terence Chota,

at St. Anthony Mary Claret Church in

San Antonio, TX.

The three young men professed

their perpetual vows last year in August

at the Immaculate Conception Chapel

at the Oblate School of Theology. -For

more, cf. www.omiusa.org

Three Scholastics

ordained deacons

D
ue to construction delay and

prior arranged travel to Zam-

bia, neither the Admin Team

members nor Art Flores, Southwest Area

Councilor, could attend the dedication

of the new church for St. Eugene

DeMazenod parish in  Brownsville,

TX on December 7, 2013.

It’s the first parish in the

world named for Eugene as a Saint,

being intentionally named so on

the day after our founder’s can-

onization.

(The brand-new, 550 seat

church features an historic, eight-

foot tall Oblate cross salvaged from

a former Oblate

parish in Big

Spring, Texas and

stained-glass windows commemo-

rating Oblate history in the lower

Rio Grande Valley. Fr. Timothy

Paulsen, OMI ministers to 600 reg-

istered families in this largely immi-

grant community.-ed)

It was my honor to present to

Bishop Daniel Flores of Brownsville a

Church dedicated to Oblate Founder
by  Fr. Jim Brobst, OMI

Continued on page 4

Left: Bishop
Daniel Flores
consecrates

the altar.

Right: Youths

in native

dress in the

congregation.
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Continued on page 3

On December 8 th,

2013, the solemnity of the

Immaculate Conception,

Oblates throughout the

world began a three-year

period of renewal called the

Triennium of Preparation.

The special period of

time has as its goal to “fan

the flame of Oblate life

and mission in

anticipation of the 36th

General Chapter and the

200th anniversary of the

Congregation.”  Each of

the three years is dedicated

to a particular theme as well as to one

of the vows.

Year I:  “A New Heart”: Life in

Apostolic Community; Vowed Life:

Chastity

Year II: “A New Spirit”:

Lifelong Formation; Vowed Life: Poverty

Year III: “A New Mission”;

Vowed Life: Obedience

During these three years,

Oblates throughout the Congregation

are invited to involve themselves in two

common actions: faith sharing in

community and choosing some

concrete signs of conversion. (The

General Administration has provided

some materials to guide these proposed

actions.)

In our own Province, Fr. Art

Flores will chair a committee which

includes Bro. Jason Rossignol and Frs.

Fernando Velázquez, Juan Gaspar

and Ray Cook, in order to animate our

membership in this process.  Also Ms.

Geri Furmanek, Director of Oblate

Associates and Mission Enrichment, and

Fr. Antonio Ponce will receive training

in Aix-en-Provence, France, in order to

serve as resource persons for the

Canada-U.S. Region.

The beginning of the Triennium

coincides with the distribution of a new

edition of the Constitutions and Rules.

There are some minor changes to the

text, as a result of the deliberations of

the 2010 General Chapter meeting in

Rome.  Every member of the United

States Province should have received a

copy of the new edition on or around

the feast of the Immaculate Conception

on December 8th.  In most cases, in the

context of a prayer service, upon

receiving the book, each heard again the

words, “Do this and you will live.”

“Do this and you will live.”

We all remember hearing those words

when the small book of our Oblate

Constitutions and Rules, our “rule of

life”, was placed in our hands on the day

of our life-long profession of vows, our

“perpetual oblation.”

We stand before our

superior, not knowing how the future

will unfold, and yet we take the risk

of committing our lives to  following

Jesus as Missionary Oblates of

Mary Immaculate.  The imperative

“do this” and the promised result

“and you will live” are packed with

possibility and potential.

If perchance our own copy of

the Oblate Constitutions and Rules has

gotten dusty, the Triennium gives us

as Oblates an opportunity to open

again the small book and read and

reflect on this vital source and resource

with a new openness, allowing it to be

an inspiration for our lives and a light

for our path. I believe the challenges

contained therein are many, and each

of us is challenged in different ways.

Some may feel tempted to skip over a

few of the more difficult constitutions

or rules, or put off the “doing” for

another day.  Likewise some may take

them up with a certain rigidity of

following the “letter of the law” rather

than the spirit.

Among the greatest chal-

lenges for us who are members of

the U.S. Province as a body may

be to trust and believe that we are

called to be “missionaries in com-

munity” and that our communities

are to be “quality communities,”

and not just Oblates living under

the same roof.

Constitution 37 states: “We

fulfill our mission in and through the

community to which we belong. Our

Standing: Frs. Humphrey Milimo, Antone,  Michael Kasonde Musaba,  Bro.

Godfrey Mwansa, Fr. Art Flores; Seated:  Frs. Jim Taggart, Nebby Mutale
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T
he provincial, Fr. Bill Antone,

along with two councilors, Frs.

Art Flores and Jim Taggart,

travelled to join the Zambia Assembly

in Lusaka as it engaged in consultation

for the delegation superior and council,

last Dec. 4-8.

Left: Frs. Antone, Taggart and Flores

with members of  St. Michael’s

parish, Kalabo.

Above: Fr. Antone (far right) visited

Bishop Evans’ home village.  L-r:  Fr.

Kennedy Katongo, OMI;  2 cousins

of Bishop Evans Chinyemba, OMI;

Bishop Evans’  mother;  Fr. Lawrence

Sakubita Like, OMI.

Oblate bishop Evans Chinyama

Chinyemba, who replaced Bishop Paul

Duffy, OMI as Mongu’s Ordinary, also

attended  the sessions.

The trio took the occasion of

their visit to also travel to some of the

Oblate ministry sites in Zambia.

Annual Delegation Assembly meets in Lusaka

communities, therefore, are mission-

ary in character.”

This sets up a tension that we

are all aware of, between “mission” and

“community.”  Although it is true that

some ministerial situations keep us

physically apart, we have been espe-

cially challenged to face the many ways

we can deceive ourselves and water down

this aspect of our calling as Oblates.

Constitution 3 deepens the

concept of “missionaries in commu-

nity” by simply stating: “The com-

munity of Apostles with Jesus is the

model of our life.” Thus we form “ap-

ostolic communities.” Certainly,  the ten-

sion is not meant to make us look in-

ward and away from the mission to pro-

claim the Gospel to the poor and aban-

doned. That remains our primary pur-

pose.  The key to resolving this tension

is hinted at in C 3 by referring to the

“presence of the Lord in our midst

today.” In his article for the Dictionary

of Oblate Values, Fr. Frank Santucci

writes:

Reading through each of the

Constitutions and Rules one can see

‘community’ and ‘mission’ as two

spotlights which focus on one real-

ity: Jesus Christ the Savior. They

shine from different angles and can

be differentiated, but once they have

come together focused on the cen-

tral point, they are no longer distin-

guished as they have forged and be-

come one, illuminating the focal

point and bringing out all its richness.

The presence of Jesus Christ the Sav-

ior is the only reality around which

our Oblate life focuses. Centered on

Jesus the Savior, the Oblate attains

personal salvation and works for the

salvation of others in and through the

community to which God has called

him. Thus for the Oblate, there can

be no community without mission

and no mission without community.”

(Dictionary of Oblate Values, p. 181)

May we wholeheartedly take up

the challenge of the theme of the first

year of the Triennium: “A New Heart:

Life in Apostolic Community,” and may

this time of renewal in preparation for

the 200th anniversary of the Congrega-

tion be a blessing for us and for our dear

Friends, Collaborators and Benefac-

tors.            --Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

From the Provincial
Continued from page 2
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O
n  November 20, the JPIC staff and Fr.

Antonio Ponce, OMI (at right in pic-

ture), who became part of the JPIC team

last July, joined Fast4Families to show support

to those who are fasting, and to help the staff with

some translation.

As a way to raise public awareness and

pressure Members of Congress to pass Com-

prehensive Immigration Reform legislation,

Fast4Families had a group of ten people fasting

in a tent on the National Mall, just a few yards

away from the Capitol.

Besides fasting, the group also holds

meetings with political leaders and community or-

ganizers, and organizes activities to encourage

more people to press for immigration reform.

“We hunger for an end to the system that

brings so much suffering and pain to so many.

We are fasting not out of anger or despair, but

out of hope”, said Eliseo Medina, one of the fast-

ing group.

relic of the actual heart of St. Eugene.

Not long before, I witnessed  Fr. Harry

Schuckenbrock, OMI  first pastor of

St. Eugene, walk into the old church to

spontaneous standing ovation from his

parishioners of some ten years ago.  (It

was announced that this same building

would become a new parish hall, named

for Harry.)

It struck me how appropriate

it was to be placing a relic of the

founder’s heart into the parish altar

where his great heart continues to beat,

in our own province renewal, and in the

people of that parish, so representative

of Oblate love for the poor and of our

great history of ministry in North

America.

Isn’t that how all great min-

istry works?  We are called to give

our hearts away, bit by bit, in faith,

to those whom we are called to

Continued from page 1

Church dedication

serve. Through grace, we are not

lessened by this giving, but our

hearts become greater and more

open - as do those whom we serve.

Whether in parishes, retreat

houses, itinerant preaching, chaplain-

cies, or internal ministries of adminis-

tration, we are each asked to put our

hearts on the line for our common work.

Anything less is simply not true to our

Founder’s heart.

(Story on the transference of

The Oblate Cross for St. Eugene parish

from Big Spring, TX will be found in

OMIUSA, September 2013, page 4.)

Fr. Schuckenbrock (with cane)  is welcomed on his way to the dedication.
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F
rom October 17 – 20 the White

Earth Catholic Community, facili-

tated by Fr. Walter Butor,

OMI, held its first Native American re-

treat.  It is called Wiidosem Giizhi

Manidoo, “Walk with the Loving Cre-

ator.”  Based on the Cursillo Movement,

the retreat  is open to all people, native

and non-native.

 Twenty five people were in-

volved with this new venture, and all

thought that it was a great success.

Participants came from the

White Earth, Red Lake and Cass Lake

Reservations of Minnesota.  There were

also attendees from Rapid City, SD and

Minneapolis, MN.  The purpose of this

retreat is to educate non-natives to some

of the traditional native ceremonies, and

to help native Catholics reconcile their

traditions with the rituals and teachings

of the Catholic Church.

St. Mary’s Mission, Red Lake,

located in the Crookston Diocese,

hosted the event.  They provided the

Fr. Walter Butor and Terry Kemper, a native spiritual leader, at pipe ceremony

Native American retreat

held at White Earth, MN

food and drinks, while White Earth pro-

vided the retreat team and gifts.  The

native rituals included: a sweat lodge,

pipe ceremonies, talking circles, a heal-

ing ceremony and tobacco offerings.

On Saturday evening, the last

night of the retreat, the entire group

feasted at a traditional Ojibwe meal that

consisted of fried walleye, wild rice,

baked squash and home made biscuits.

Everyone enjoyed themselves, and  are

all looking forward to the next retreat.

F
rs. Bill Antone and Art Flores led the

ceremony naming Veronica and  Ruben

Escobedo as Honorary Oblates in San

Antonio, TX on October. 14.

Mr. Escobedo has been an active

supporter of the Oblates in Texas for many

years. The couple are members of Our Lady

of Grace parish next door to Anthony’s. The

parish was founded by the Oblates 75 years ago.

The cross given to Mrs. Escobedo

belonged to the late Fr. Sebastian Mozoz who

officiated at her First Communion in Rio

Grande City, TX. She had been baptized by

Fr. Yvo Tymen, OMI. For 20 years she has

been on the Board of Trustees and continues

to raise funds for the Oblate School of

Theology.

Two named Honorary Oblates
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Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Fr. Albert P. Martineau, OMI, 82, died on Oct. 29

in Tewksbury, MA.

Consuelo (Calderon) Villarreal, 105, stepmother of

Fr. Louis J. Villarreal, OMI, died Oct. 29 in

Wallingford, PA.

Fr. John Louis, OMI, 96, died on Oct. 31 in

Lebanon, IL.

Catherine Saili Tembo, mother of Sch. Bro. Michael

Tembo, OMI, died on Nov. 6 in Lusaka, Zambia.

June Gadas, sister of Fr. George Kuryvial, OMI, died

on Nov. 7 in Cicero, IL.

Fr. Robert Vreteau, OMI, 94, died on Nov. 12 in

San Antonio, TX

Donald Pillar, 81, brother of Fr. James Pillar, OMI,

died on Nov. 15 in Colorado Springs, CO.

Juanita Salas, 91, mother of Fr. Raul Salas, OMI,

died on Nov. 23 in Cibolo, TX.

Fr. Carlos Krzewinski, 85, died on Nov. 25 in San

Antonio, TX.

Edward Foelker, 87, brother of Fr. James Foelker,

OMI, died on Nov. 26 in Corpus Christi, TX.

Thérèse Demers, 90, sister of Fr. Frank Demers,

OMI, died on Nov. 27, in Manchester, NH.

Mildred Beck, 97, sister-in-law of Fr. Richard Beck,

OMI, died on Dec. 2, in Pasadena, TX.

Fr. James R. Blaney, OMI, 76, died on Dec. 4 in

Sitka, AK.

Amelia Barrientes, 61, mother of Schol. Bro. John

Barrientes, OMI, died on Dec. 12 in San Antonio, TX

Fr. Gerald T. McGovern, OMI, 82, died in Belleville,

IL on Dec. 17.

I live in community with

three Oblate octogenarians.

When Bill Antone, OMI, Provincial,

asked me to respond to the challenge

of helping to ensure continuing care of

our Oblate elders as called for in num-

ber 19 of Renewing the Province Mis-

sion, I immediately thought of those

three octogenarians with whom I live. They, along with many

other Oblates, would become, or already have become, the

beneficiaries of some further policies to be put in place re-

garding continuing care for infirm and elderly Oblates.

The statement in Renewing the Province Mission calls

for four steps: 1) to evaluate the current state of care our

elder Oblates are receiving; 2) to make an assessment of

what further needs there may be; 3) to review our current

policies; and 4) to develop a part-time position to address

our province’s needs in caring for our elder members.

Ken Hannon  has agreed to chair a committee to

begin to address these steps. Serving with him is Mike

Amesse,  Don Arel, John Cox,  and Charlie Gilbert. We

have employed a professional in nursing care who has al-

ready begun visiting each of the healthcare facilities of the

province to evaluate the state of care given and assess future

needs of care for the Oblates.

When the province made cutbacks to our budgets

during the economic downturn in 2008, I was proud that we

intentionally decided not to compromise on the quality of

healthcare to our elder and infirm Oblates.

Most Oblates are proud of the quality of care we

give our retired and infirm members. Normally, we can ac-

commodate where they want to live with quality facilities in

several areas of the country.

If the octogenarians with whom I live are a repre-

sentative sample of the Oblates in reduced active ministry,

and I believe they are, these Oblates are hardworking, gen-

erous and holy.

David Power, OMI, is currently working on two

books and, through emails, enjoys helping Oblate students

both here and abroad with their papers for school.  He also

ministers at the Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Charles

Hurkes, OMI, ministers at the Shrine several days a week,

edits OMI/USA newsletters, writes the Oblate memorial

cards, and serves as spiritual director for some priests and

religious. George Kirwin, OMI, works in the Oblate archives,

ministers at the Shrine several days a week, and can be re-

lied upon to drive anyone anywhere in the metro area. “Can

you take me to the metro, George?” he is often asked.  When

he discovers that your destination is the airport, he often

responds, “I’ll drive you to the airport!”

Many of these Oblates, in their 70s, 80s, 90s, have

given very generously of themselves. As faithful stewards,

we want to ensure for them the best of care in their later

years.  This “elder Oblate” committee hopes to help en-

sure that happens. Perhaps this planning is the best way

we can show our gratitude to our Oblate elders as we

proudly stand on their shoulders in our mission work and

community life  - Fr. Lou Studer, OMI
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Left, Frank and Bonnie

Gittinger, two of the Oblates’

newest Partners chat with Fr.

Morell.

Right, Frs. Studer and Antone

with Dennis Kempf and

Kaitlyn Holdmeyer (both from

Belleville, IL.)

A
mong the thirty participants at

the three-day Annual Meeting

of the Oblate Partnership in

New York City Oct. 18-20, were

several Oblates, Partners and friends,

recipients of the Joseph Gerard,

OMI Award and members of their

families eho met at the office of the

Pontifical Mission Societies in the

United States, hosted by Father

Andrew Small, OMI, National

Director, and his staff.

Presentation of the Partnership

Report by Artie Pingolt was followed

by the Oblate Forum Panel:

“Understanding a Global Church.”  Fr.

Seamus Finn, OMI served as

moderator.  The panelists included Ms.

Kerry Robinson, President of The

National Leadership Roundtable on

Church Management, Fr. Dan

LeBlanc, OMI,  Oblate Liaison to the

United Nations, and Fr. Small.

 Father Finn led the

conversation through three primary

topics: missionary spirit, the

relationship between Church and

State, and the impact of, and reaction

to Pope Francis and the first six

months of his Pontificate.

      The program concluded with the

presentation of the 2013 Father

Joseph Gerard, OMI A w a r d t o

Dana Robinson, his brother Ed

Robinson, and Renee Benson. As Ms.

Benson was unable to join the group,

the Award will be presented to her at a

Partnership gathering in San Antonio

(see page 8).

      In his introductory remarks, Fr.

Billy Morell, OMI gave a brief

biography of Blessed Joseph Gerard,

missionary in Lesotho, South Africa,

beatified by Blessed Pope John II in

1988.   He described Blessed Joseph’s

persevering missionary zeal, prayerful

dedication and selfless spirit in the face

of slow progress and eventual sowing

and growth of the Catholic Faith among

the Basotho people - spanning the last

61 years of his life, from 1853 until his

death in 1914.

As he unveiled the Joseph

Gerard Award, Father Billy unraveled

the distinct characteristics of the Icon –

as prayed and crafted by Oblate

Associate, Suzanne Manchevsky.

Fr. Bill Antone, OMI and

Artie Pingolt presented the award,

Continued on page 8

Timothy Cardinal Dolan meets with Oblate Partnership members.
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given to those individuals who closely

identify with the Oblate charism, and

whose collaboration with the Oblates

reflect the missionary zeal and love

of Blessed Joseph Gerard, OMI.

       Dana Robinson offered his

acceptance remarks on behalf of his

brother Ed, underscoring the gift of

“missionary spirit” that comes with our

baptism.  The same outpouring of labor

and love enables and empowers us to

focus our efforts and resources with

determination to bring the Gospel to

those who seek it, and wherever there

is need.

      The weekend culminated in the

group’s attendance at the Sunday

morning 10:15 Mass at St. Patrick’s

Cathedral as specially-seated guests of

Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop

of New York.  Among those

concelebrating with Cardinal Dolan

were Frs. Small, Lou Studer,

Morell, and Tom Singer.

In keeping with the celebration

of the Gospel reading from St. Luke

(18:1-8) and World Mission Sunday,

Cardinal Dolan spoke of the need for

persistent prayer and support of the

missions.  He cited the prayerful beauty

and cadence of the Rosary,  its intrinsic

element in igniting missionary zeal. And

how it is, in the words of the late

Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen, that some

people go, and some people stay, as

in the life of St. Therese of Lisieux,

Patroness of the Missions and Doctor

of the Church.

Following Mass, the group

gathered at a nearby restaurant for

Sunday brunch.  They were joined by

Cardinal Dolan, who personally greeted

each person and posed for

photographs with several Partners.

                    -by Diane Conocchioli

Continued from page 7

Oblate Partners Meet

R
enee Benson was presented

the Oblate Partnership’s

Blessed Joseph Gerard Award

at a ceremony held November 14,

2013, in the home of Ruth and Bob

Kusenberger, HOMI in San Antonio.

Fr. Bill Morell gave a brief

biography of Blessed Gerard on the

occasion, while Sr. Mary Hope

Doudard, CCSJ made dedication

remarks and Artie Pingolt read a

Renee Benson receives Gerard Award
personal letter from Renee’s father, Tom

Benson, HOMI.

Above, seated from left,

Tracy Benson, Renee Benson, Sr.

Mary Hope Doudard, CCSJ;

standing, from left, Artie Pingolt,

Bill Morell, OMI, Ryan Benson,

and Mary Jo and Cliff Bolner.

Renee holds an icon of “Gerard

In His Youth” created by an artist in

Toronto.

P
renovice Denning

Batcha Achidi aided in

the organization of a

celebration for African Catholics

at Holy Cross Church in

Buffalo, NY, on Nov. 17. Many

African immigrants were present

for the Mass and multicultural

celebration.

Right: Denning, originally

from Cameroon, is pictured

with Bishop Richard Malone

of Buffalo.
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Left, l-r: Novices James Fernandes Raja, Paul

Kunda, James Trevino, Nchimunya Haakakatata,

get started on their Jack O”Lanterns.

O
nce again, the novices prepared for Halloween by

carving pumpkins into Jack O’Lanterns. This first time

experience for each of them, gave them an opportunity

to enjoy their “inner child’s play.”

On a more serious note, on that weekend, the staff and

novices joined other novices at the SSND mother house for  a

program known as The Culture of Religious Life. The ICN inter-

community novitiate has been in existence over 35 years.

For the novices it is time to see others who are on a

journey similar to theirs. For the formators, it is time to share

joys/questions/struggle of a similar life. Though the novices come

and go, the formators are around for a few years.  This gives

them a chance to make friends with those who

understand the terrain of formation.

The district community gathered at the

novitiate for the traditional Thanksgiving Prayer and

Meal. This year  58 lbs of turkey were cooked.  After

that, I didn’t have to cook all weekend. The brothers

all pitched in preparing the meal and the dinning room.

O
n the Oct. 20th weekend, 7 par-

 ishes of the San Lorenzo Dean-

ery of  Santa Cruz, Bolivia got together

to organize the first Catholic Fair on the local

city Fairground within the jurisdiction of our Ob-

late Parish, San Martín de Porres.

Each parish had  stands with many at-

tractive banners, videos, books, flyers, etc.

showing the people what is being done in each

one of the parishes. This first attempt  turned

out to be a huge success. It is said that the first

day brought  in 5,000 visitors and 6,000 on the

second day. The Archbishop, Sergio Alfredo

Gualberti Calandrina, enthusiastically presided

at the closing outdoor Mass.-Right: Fr. Roberto

Lacasse, OMI with San Martin de Porres parishio-

ners.

Fr. Lacasse writes from Bolivia

Novices celebrate Halloween, Thanksgiving

Below, l-r Fr. Jack Lau (middle) gets a little help

from Novices Haakakatata and Raja

by Fr. Jack Lau, OMI
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S
even Oblate priests

concelebrated  the All Souls day

Mass with Bishop Gerald

Wilkerson and brother priests in the San

Fernando Region of the Los Angeles

Archdiocese. Bro. Craig Bonham,

OMI  joined the congregation of wor-

shippers.

In his homily Bishop Wilkerson

reminded us we are on a journey  to

our true home, and death is a moment

in that journey.

After the Mass a few Oblates

went to our Oblate section of the cem-

etery to pray and sing the “Salve Regina.”

All Souls Day Mass at

Mission Hills Cemetery.

L-r: Frs. Amador Lopez, Steve Conserva, Carlos Alarcon, Frank Wagner,

Pat Thompson, Stan Zowada and Luis Valbuena gather before the Mass.

Pacific area meets in California

M
embers of the Pacific Area started the month

of November by gathering  for the Fall

meeting  in California.

As with other area meetings, Fr. Bill Antone

gave an update on the RPM process in the province.

Fr. Ray John Marek was on hand to present the

province financial report, while Fr. Greg Gallagher

concentrated on the renewal of province policies. Fr.

Bryan Silva’s presentation focused on ethical

behavior and the necessary Praesidium training.

Right: Frs. Juan Gaspar and Karl Davis

Below, l-r: Fr. Gerald Brunet;  Frs. Ciaran Dillon

and Pat Thompson; Frs. Marek Stroba and Luis

Valbuena.
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O
n Nov. 3, the Oblate commu-

nity of Holy Angels Church,

Buffalo, NY, welcomed  over

600 people to hear the Ars Nova

Chamber Orchestra and the Buffalo

Choral Arts Society present the works

of Antonio Vivaldi.

Over the years, Holy Angels has been

a regular stop  for Ars Nova because

of the excellent acoustics that the

Church provides. Vivaldi was an or-

dained priest but is more well known

for the gift of his music than his ministry.

But then, after hearing the beauty of his

“Gloria in excelsis Deo” it becomes

clear that his music was his ministry.

O
ver the years, it has become popular for people

concerned about causes to wear wrist bands to

remind themselves to work for, pray for and

advertise that cause.

It was with that in mind that Fr. Andrew Sensenig,

OMI  on hearing that Fr. Jim Erving, OMI was diagnosed

with brain cancer, fashioned wrist bands

embossed with a “4Jim” message which he

sent to other Oblates, especially those in Fr.

Jim’s ministry area.

Fr. Sensenig is also a runner. It

occurred to him that as others often ran to raise

awareness of a

cause, he could

dedicate his

running time as a

prayer for his

fellow Oblate.

Lo and behold, he

discovered that several others

who received the wrist bands

were also into running. To date,

four (including Fr. Sensenig)

have dedicated their races to Fr.

Erving: Schol. Bro. Jason Rossignol, Victoria Barrientes-

Luna (SW Area  Office Admin. Assist.) and Becky May

(Oblate Communications:

Productions Associate).

Fr. Sensenig already

has two events under his belt:

the “Turkey Trot” and “Jingle

Bells Run” in frozen Fargo, ND.

Both should “warm him up” for

the marathon in Los Angeles in

March 2014.

    From the frozen

North to the

unseasonably chilly

South, two other runners joined prayer and

purpose. “As I was running

among 26,000 others with Jim in my prayers

and the Lord in my heart,” Bro  Rossignol said

of his half-marathon in San Antonio, “I became

keenly aware of the Communion of Saints.”

Victoria participated in a 5K (3.1 miles)

Year of Faith race in San Antonio. “I took it

slow,” she wrote, “and focused on remaining prayerfully

aware of Fr. Jim and his beautiful witness to the rest of us

as he courageously fights, while simultaneously surrendering

to God’s will. ...Psalm 139:14 was my guide, and running

became my prayer of thanksgiving for ...for being able to

dedicate this race to Fr. Jim.”

Becky May is signed up for the half-marathon (13.1

miles) in St. Louis in the Spring of 2013.

Running with a purpose and a prayer

Oblates welcome Ars Nova

to Holy Angels Church

Fr. Andrew Sensenig

Victoria Barrientes-Luna

Bro. Jason Rossignol
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√√√√√ Led by Fr. Leo Perez, OMI and the scholastics, well over 200
young people from OMI parishes throughout the Southwest Area gath-
ered on November 9 for a full day of prayer, witness to Oblate values,
and good wholesome fun.

√√√√√   Frs. Art Flores, Bill Antone and Jim Taggart were in Zam-

bia in December to assist in the delegation’s consultation process for a

new superior and council.  The Zambia Delegation is also included in

the consultation for leadership in the U.S. Province.

√√√√√ Last Fall, Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI  gave a presentation to 15

Oblate Associates at Christ the King Retreat House in Buffalo, MN  on

the spirituality of St. Eugene and the Oblates.   His well-received reflec-

tions can be summarized by his image of a juggler.  An Oblate, whether

vowed or lay, has to juggle spirituality, community and ministry all at

once.  Like a juggler has to keep three balls in the air without allowing any of

them to hit the floor, so an Oblate has to keep these three realities “in the air”

without dropping any of them. He also conducted a workshop for the six Oblates

and the employees of the retreat house the following morning.

√√√√√ Fr. Paul Fagan, C.P. will be conducting the annual preached retreats for

2014: January 2014 at the Oblate Renewal Center in San Antonio, TX. Sept. 1-

8 at King’s House in Belleville, IL; Sept. 29-Oct. 3 at Immaculata Retreat House

in Willimantic, CT. on the theme: Friendship with God: a Spirituality of

Religious Life for the 21st Century. Also, Lebh Shomea in Sarita, TX will be

open for two retreats: Feb. 10-17 with Fr. Daniel Renaud, OMI (Notre Dame

du Cap province); and March 17-24, with Fr. James Bowler, S.J.

√√√√√ Fr. Robert Wright, OMI, has had two essays published recently. The

first, “Transient Clergy in the Trans-Pecos Area, 1848-1892,” in Big Bend’s

Ancient and Modern Past, edited by Bruce A. Glasrud and Robert J. Mallouf,

238-275 (Texas A&M University Press, 2013), includes an account of Oblate

missionary visits to Far West Texas in the 1880s, especially a fascinating journal of a

three-month trip by Fr. Malmartel OMI in 1886.

The second recounts the history of the

development of the famous Shrine of Our Lady

of San Juan del Valle along the Texas border with

Mexico by the Oblates and the Mexican-origin

people of the area from the 1940s through the

1980s: “Espejo de identidades cambiantes: la

devoción a Nuestra Señora de San Juan en un

valle fronterizo,” in Experiencia religiosa e identidades en América Latina,

edited by Imelda Vega-Centeno (San José, Costa Rica: DEI y CEHILA, 2013).

A slightly revised version in English has just appeared as “The Virgin of

San Juan del Valle: Shifting Perceptions in the Borderlands,” Catholic Southwest:

A Journal of History and Culture 24 (2013).

Conversion of St. Paul- Caravaggio

Gathering round him a few

priests like-minded to himself,

Eugene de Mazenod  on

January 25, 1816, entered

into residence in the old

Carmelite convent at Aix,

and the foundation of the

congregation dates from

that day.


