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Pope Francis speaking at this year’s World Youth Day 
said that “Today, we need a Church capable of walking 
at people’s side, of doing more than simply listening 
to them; a Church which accompanies them on their 
journey.” In this issue of Oblate Connections we have 
many examples of how that journey is shared and I 
would like to highlight three of them. 

Firstly, we read of the inspirational experience of visiting 
the home of the Spanish Oblate martyrs and the price 
they paid for living that journey of faith. Secondly, 
this sharing of the journey is powerfully illustrated in 
the annual pilgrimage to Lourdes. Each day together 
we witnessed the generosity of so many people who 
cared with such love and devotion to the needs of 
the sick pilgrims. Thirdly, Veronica Conlon offers us 
a window into her experience as part of this year’s 
missionary experience in Zimbabwe and shares with 
us her ‘sacred moments’ along the journey.

Her final words apply to all who serve others whether 
it be in Lourdes, Zimbabwe or much closer to home, 
“Whatever I had given to the people I met I had 
received back a hundred fold.”

There is no doubt that to share this journey with 
others can involve us taking risks and moving out of 
our comfort zones, but this is part of our calling as 
disciples. Returning to the words of Pope Francis in 
Rio, “I want people to go out! I want the Church to go 
out to the street! I want us to defend ourselves against 
everything that is worldliness, that is installation, that 
is comfortableness, that is clericalism, that is being 
shut-in on ourselves. The parishes, the schools, the 
institutions, exist to go out!”

It is my prayer that this call from Pope Francis will 
guide us as we renew our endeavour to share the 
Good News of Jesus with people in our homes, 
workplaces and communities. 

– Fr. Lorcán O’Reilly, OMI
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I had the privilege of engaging with the Congregation’s 
Justice Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) leader-
ship and facilitated their retreat held last August in 
the Oblate Foundation house in Aix-en-Provence.

I remarked to the group that in our mission of JPIC we 
really need to do some discernment around Integrity 
of Creation, what it means and how does it interconnect 
with us, its impact on how we read, live and preach 
the Gospel and its impact on how we interpret the 
news in our world. 

“While it is true that God is a hidden presence, we 
have only to let nature speak to us about the God who 
is everywhere.” – Henri Nouwen, The Genesee Diary

Meeting others more attuned to God at work in the 
wonders of the world can help us to begin to read the 
gospels differently and see how our surroundings are 
also the means through which God can speak.

Beyond books and people, nature also points to God 
and offers signs and wonders indicating God’s presence 
and will. The Book of Nature, which cannot be reduced 
to words, reveals characteristics of God and God’s 
activity. Nature is not a background scene to our 
lives; it is not a nice beautiful image behind us like 
photographic scenery. It is a living gift that teaches 
us about the ways and will of the Creator. We all need 
to slow down and realise and savour the way God’s 
presence is woven into the natural world.

God’s Hidden Presence

Engaging respectfully and 
reverently with nature 

has a positive healing effect 
on us, especially on those who 

are suffering in their lives.

– Ray Warren, OMI, Oblate Provincial
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God’s first language is Nature, not our limiting words. 
Kevin McLaughlin, OMI, who is the European JPIC, 
co-ordinator introduced the group to this language 
of nature in the images of the larva, pupa and adult 
ladybird. In these three phases the creature is being 
reconstituted, evolving into the adult ladybird that is 
in complete harmony with God’s creation, glorifying 
God by its life. Looking deeper into this mystery,
I can see a connection to the Church, Congregation, 
Province, society and to myself.

Being open to a deeper intimacy with nature nourishes 
our prayer life, puts us at ease with prayer, it becomes 
less mechanical and more alive, enriched through 
nature which is the language of God. Through attuning 
ourselves to nature around us and engaging with it, 
through interconnecting with the environment, we can 
become less intense, less agitated, less needy and 
less restless and less attracted towards compulsions. 
Engaging respectfully and reverently with nature has 
a positive healing effect on us, especially on those 
who are suffering in their lives.

I believe that our response as the Oblate Family to JPIC 
can be practically connected to the very important 
milestone of the 200th anniversary of the foundation 
of the Oblate Congregation. Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, 
our Superior General or Congregation Leader, has 
announced what he calls ‘The Oblate Triennium’, the 
Three year preparation for the 200th anniversary of 
the Foundation of the Congregation in 2016. This 
period has at its heart the renewal and refocusing 
of the Congregation’s mission “to fan the flame of 
Oblate life and Mission” and the process of prepara-
tion offers two ways to respond to the Spirit’s call to 
conversion during these three years:
• Sharing our faith in community
• Concrete gestures, creatively discerned

– Ray Warren, OMI, Oblate Provincial

Fr. Louis Lougen our Superior General says:
“The Oblate Triennium is made of two pillars to help 
us respond to the Spirit’s call to conversion. The first 
pillar is sharing our faith in community. This is not 
discussion or debate about ideas, but an invitation 
to conversations on the level of faith; opportunities 
to enrich each other by witnessing our experience 
of God; faith-story telling to deepen our communion 
with one another and occasions to talk about what 
really matters.

The second pillar of the Oblate Triennium is to express 
conversion through concrete gestures creatively 
discerned…” These practical actions may be small 
or large, significant and transforming, personal and 
communitarian signs of conversion or example; forming 
a monthly gospel sharing groups in our homes, reading 
Oblate Connections and passing it on, becoming 
more aware or joining a justice, peace and integrity 
of creation group in your area and simplifying our 
lifestyle; etc. The countdown begins on 8th Dec 2013.



,
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Our first visit was to 
the Baby Home in 

Bulawayo which is part 
of the Sandra Jones 
Centre for abused, 
abandoned and 
orphaned children. 
There were eight babies 
in the home from the 
age of a few weeks to two 
years. When two year old Malcolm put his arms out 
to me to be held I knew I was in the right place. The 
fears and anxieties I had were dispelled when that 
little boy in the striped jumper smiled at me.

The following day we went to the Sandra Jones 
Centre and I met Susan. Susan had been 
abandoned by her mother when she 
was a baby and she is now three 
years old. We spent two weeks at the 
Centre and every day Susan never failed 
to make me smile. Susan was always 
the first to greet us every morning and 
waved us out of sight when we left in the 
evening. She became a real gift to me. I 
shared many sacred moments with Susan 
and her little friends.

Tandhai is a thirteen year old girl, one of four sisters 
who are all in the Care Centre. One day I had been 
playing handball with a group of the girls but after a 
while had sat out for a ‘breather’. Tandhai came and 
sat beside me. She asked me about my family. I 
showed her photos on my camera and explained who 
everybody was – husband, children, granddaughter. 
She showed a genuine interest and then quietly told me 
her story and her hopes for the future. I remember 
feeling so privileged that she had shared so much 
of herself with me in such 
a spirit of openness and 
trust. A truly humbling 
experience.

Sacred Moments
In Zimbabwe
When I returned home from my Oblate Missionary Experience in 
Zimbabwe someone asked me, ‘where was God in that experience?’ 
There were numerous occasions when I felt God’s presence. I would 
like to share a few of them with you…

Contact Ronan Lavery for 
information on the 2014 trip:
Tel: (+44) 020 7624 7296

E-mail: lavery.ronan@googlemail.com



,
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Our final day at the Sandra Jones Centre arrived all 
too soon. I knew that it was going to be an emotional 
day. I was playing football with little Malcolm and 
Philip. Philip is six years old and is HIV positive. He 
was always very listless and some afternoons when 
he came home from school he would climb onto 
my lap and fall asleep. He said very little and rarely 
smiled. This afternoon however, after his little nap, he 
came alive and couldn’t stop smiling as Malcolm and 
I kicked the ball to him and he was able to return it. 
Another unexpected blessing.

We then moved on to St. Luke’s Oblate Mission. 
The Mission covers a very wide, rural area north of 
Bulawayo. We were taken on a tour of St Luke’s hospital 
which is part of the Mission. This included a visit to 
the Malnutrition Ward where we met the children who 
were receiving treatment and their mothers. Smiling 
faces despite their all too apparent weakness. 
Everyone was very grateful for the peanut butter 
which our fundraising has provided. I felt very humble 
as I looked around this hospital and saw the very basic 
conditions which the patients had to endure and how 
the staff coped with the lack of resources.

While at the hospital we were shown a baby of four 
weeks who had been found abandoned when she 
was newly born. The staff had named her Musa 
which means Mercy. Musa was in a cradle in the 
corner of an office -a very humble dwelling for a new 
born baby. When I held her I couldn’t help but think 
of her mother who in desperation had abandoned 
this little mite. I looked at her and she at me and I 
saw in my arms the vulnerability and sanctity of 
human life.

Sacred Moments
In Zimbabwe

During our stay at St Luke’s Fr Dedanau OMI took 
us to one of the out-stations for Mass. This entailed 
a very uncomfortable two hour journey through the 
Bush. We were greeted by the community leader 
and invited to take part in the Mass which was a very 
uplifting celebration with music, singing and dancing. 
My abiding memory however, is the meal we were 
invited to afterwards. We drove through the Bush to 
one of the homesteads and were shown into a large 
hut where there was a table covered in a pristine 
white tablecloth, set for five. We were shown to our 
chairs. The priest and the male elders of the com-
munity sat around the sides of the hut. We were 
being treated as honoured guests. Someone came 
to each of us with a bowl and a jug of water to wash 
our hands. The ladies then brought in the food and 
served us a generous helping of rice, chicken and 
vegetables. The welcome, the white cloth, the hand 
washing, the sharing of food, the grace, the conver-
sation, the hospitality - another Eucharistic meal.

These are just a few of the sacred moments I was 
blessed with. There were many others and without 
exception they were all humbling moments, occasions 
for me to count my blessings and to receive God’s 
gifts with gratitude. Whatever I had given to the 
people I met I had received back a hundred fold.

– Veronica Conlon, September 8th 2013

“All humbling moments, occasions 
for me to count my blessings and to 
receive God’s gifts with gratitude.” 
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In our novitiate, when I was a novice with the 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, our assistant Novice 
Director, a sincere but overly-stern man, cautioned 
us about too much levity in our lives by telling us 
that there is no recorded incident in scripture of 
Jesus ever laughing. I was a pious novice but, even 
then, that didn't sit well with me. I combed the 
Gospels trying to prove him wrong, but found out 
that, technically, he is right. But is he?

A couple of years later, during my seminary studies, 
I read a book by Peter Berger entitled, A Rumour of 
Angels, in which he tries to point to various places 
within our everyday experience where, he submits, 
we have intimations of the divine, rumours of angels, 
hints that ordinary experience contains more than 
just the ordinary, that God is there.

One such experience, he submits, is that of a mother 
comforting a frightened child at night, using soothing 
words and gestures to assure the child that he or she 
need not be afraid that everything is all right, the world 
is in order. In saying those words, if she means them, 
and normally she does, the mother is, in effect, 
implicitly praying the creed.

Another such intimation of the divine within ordinary 
experience, Berger suggests, is the phenomenon of 
laughter. In laughter, he submits, we intuit our tran-
scendence: Given that we are able to laugh in any 
situation shows that there is something in us that is 
above that situation, transcendent to it. In laughter, 
Berger believes, we have a rumour of angels.

Karl Rahner agrees, suggesting that laughter shows 
we are on good terms with reality and hence with God. 
Laughter praises God because it foretells our final state 
in heaven when we will be in an exuberance of joy. 
Commenting on the Beatitudes in Luke’s Gospel 
where Jesus says, blessed are you who are now 
weeping, for you shall laugh, Rahner says that what 
Jesus is saying suggests that the happiness of the 

final state will not just dry away our tears and bring us 
to peace, it will also bring us to laughter - “to an in-
toxication of joy.” Here are his words: “‘But you shall 
laugh.’ Thus it is written. And because God’s Word 
also has recourse to human words in order to express 
what shall one day be when all shall have been - that 
is why a mystery of eternity also lies hidden, but real, 
in everyday life; that is why the laughter of daily life 
announces and shows that one is on good terms with 
reality, even in advance of all that all-powerful and 
eternal consent in which the saved will one day say 
their amen to everything that he has done and allowed 
to happen. Laughter is praise of God because it 
foretells the eternal praise of God at the end of 
time, when those who must weep here on earth 
shall laugh.”

But is this superficial? Human optimism substituting 
itself for hope? An upbeat-spirit masquerading as 
theology? The naive claim that if I am happy than 
God is on my side? Indeed, in the Gospels, where is 
there a recorded incident of Jesus laughing?

Good scripture scholarship has long suggested that 
looking for an individual text to prove or disprove a 
certain point is not a good approach to scripture. The 
teachings of scripture are best gleaned by looking to 
scripture as a whole. And if we do that in this case, 
I believe, we will find that both Peter Berger and 
Karl Rahner are right. As Rahner points out, Jesus, 
himself, teaches that laughter will be part of the final 
state in heaven. You shall laugh! But, beyond that, 
Jesus’ message as a whole invites us of joy, a joy that 
no one can take from us, and laughter is the exuber-
ant expression of that joy. It is the height, the apex, 
the crowning jewel, of our final state in heaven.

Hence, in laughter we do have a rumour of angels 
and we do intuit our transcendence. In laughter we 
do manifest that we are on good terms with reality, 
and on good terms with God. In laughter we affirm, 
loud, joyously, and to the world, the great mantra of 

Laughter As Faith 
- Fr Ron Rolheiser, OMI
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Julian of Norwich that, in the end, all will be well, and 
all will be well, and every manner of being will be well 
- even though our world is not in that state today.

My assistant Novice Director was a wonderful, sincere, 
gentle, and overly serious man. Levity was not his 
thing and laughter was not his preferred method of 
implicitly praying the creed. He showed his deep 

faith in other ways, believing that laughter is not the 
only rumour of angels inside of ordinary life.

But it is one of intimation of the divine within human 
life. Laughter, when it is healthy, when it is not forced 
or cynical, is, as Rahner says, “an intoxication of joy”, 
the joy of our final state. Thus when we laugh we also 
pray the creed.Laughter As Faith 

- Fr Ron Rolheiser, OMI

With Fr Ron Rolheiser, OMI
Summer School 2013

From our base at the foundation house of the 
Oblates we will visit the many different sights 
associated with the life of St. Eugene. The cost 
of the pilgrimage is £749/m849 and includes: 
flights (on various scheduled services), bus 
transfers to and from Marseille airport and 
to the different places on the itinerary, seven 
nights accommodation on a half board basis.

Following in the Footsteps of St.Eugene
3rd – 10th June 2014

If you would like further details or a booking form then please contact:

Britain - Kirk Jacob, 
Partners in Mission Office, Denis Hurley House, 
14 Quex Road, London, NW6 4PL.
Tel: 020 76247296 
or email: oblate_partners@btinternet.com

Ireland - Fr Vincent Mulligan, 
Mission Office, House of Retreat, 
Tyrconnell Road, Dublin.
Tel: 01 4542888 
or email: mamioblate@eircom.net

“I found this seminar stimulating and 
thought provoking. Fr. Ron Rolheiser 
has that wonderful ability to make difficult 
concepts accessible and practical and 
I hope it will not be too long before he 
visits us again.” 
- Frank Bergin
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Oblate 
Pilgrimage to 
Lourdes
17th - 22nd September 2013
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A selection of photographs from this year’s pilgrimage 
are available from the Partners in Mission Office.
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We had a harrowing journey with a lot of turbulence, 
the pilot attempted three times to land, the flight 
was diverted to Alicante and we waited for the storm 
to pass. Again, I felt God’s presence amongst us as 
even though we were all nervous there was a certain 
calm between us. One of the pilgrims produced some 
holy water, which seemed to give us all the reassur-
ances we needed.

When we finally arrived in Pozuelo later that evening 
a warm welcome awaited us and I could tell that 
everybody was relieved we were safe. The atmosphere 
was warm and friendly, love and kindness was there 
for all in abundance.

The remainder of the pilgrimage was very moving and 
meaningful. I was humbled to walk in the footsteps 
of the Spanish martyrs and deeply touched by their 
courage and how forgiving they were towards their 
persecutors. Fr. Chicho OMI, a Spanish Oblate from 
the General Administration in Rome and the Oblate 
sisters were excellent in providing us with the history 
and their local knowledge. At times I could feel the 
pain and the torture that each martyr went through, 
we were asked to line up and envisage how we would 
feel if our names were called knowing that we would 
be murdered. My thoughts focused on the bravery of 
these men, the dignity that they demonstrated, 
the forgiveness shown and how proud they were 
to be Catholic.

Remembering 
a Pilgrimage 
With a Difference

Mass was celebrated each day and everybody had a 
part to play. The liturgies were planned and prepared 
well, also the hymns were aptly chosen. A visit to 
Madrid Cathedral was arranged where the Oblate 
Martyrs were recently beatified. We had an amazing 
tapas meal in Madrid and enjoyed the Spanish 
atmosphere. We also visited Avila and again 
Fr. Chicho explained the significance of St Theresa 
of Avila and the Carmelite Nuns.

Lasting friendships were formed, good fun and happy 
times were shared as we relaxed and enjoyed the 
social aspect of the pilgrimage. I returned home feeling 
refreshed and relaxed. My personal spiritual journey 
has become deepened as I recognise the need to be 
more forgiving of myself and towards others.

I am so grateful to be part of the Oblate family.
– Noreen Keenan, Sacred Heart Church, London

On Monday 27th May, I travelled with the 
Pilgrimage to Pozuelo in Spain which was 

organised by Partners in Mission. Upon arrival at 
Luton Airport, we met others from Birmingham who 
were also part of the pilgrimage. Instantly, the 
whole group united as one even though some had 
never met before. This instantly gave me a feeling 
that God’s love was amongst us all.
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I knew a little about the martyrs but I was unprepared 
for the emotions I would encounter in their story.

Our journey began with a moving tour of the house 
where they lived. The chapel where they prayed and 
sang, walking on the same marble floors, surrounded 
by photographs of their smiling faces were really moving. 
They were recognisable as your father, brother, son or 
friend. As we stood, in the same corridor where they 
stood waiting for their names to be called as part of 
the first group to die, we imagined our names being 
called, it was chilling. I was drawn back there several 
times. After such a start, it could seem like it was a 
disturbing experience but the beatification of these men 
brought about the something inspirational. Some 
young women decided to form their own congregation 
based on the Oblate ideals. Guided by them, they 
proceeded to found their own community in the 
same house. The energy, life and great good humour 
of these women was truly inspirational. They carried 
the story of the martyrs not with a heavy heart but 
with a hope for the future that I shall not forget. They 
told us stories of the individual martyrs bringing life 
to those smiling faces. They are a beacon for anyone 
who feels depressed about the youth and our church.

In Madrid we strengthened our connection with the 
martyrs even more with prayer in the cathedral where 

they were beatified and a mass in the Oblate house. 
It was in Madrid that they were hidden before being 
followed and betrayed and so were re-arrested for the 
last time. The place where, over the next few months, 
they faced their fate with courage and extraordinary 
faith, forgiving their executioners.

Our time together was full of uplifting experiences 
such as our visit to Avila. We discovered the intelli-
gence and wit of their feisty Saint Teresa. We visited 
some beautiful churches like St Vincente.

It is strange how a few days together can create a 
family. I can remember smiling faces and laughter, 
meals that would take hours to eat, stories told. Think 
just how close these young men must have been as 
they lived, laughed, eaten and prayed together.

Our last mass was full of meaning. Renewing our 
Baptismal Promises in front of the Martyr’s Memorial 
and in the shadow of the bullet holes left by the Militia 
in 1936 I felt the difference. Feeling their feelings as 
they faced death at the hands of their own people for 
a faith we can take for granted. I ask myself could I, 
would I do the same? Thank you for this experience.

– Christine Hunt, Holyhead, Wales
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Senegal and Guinea Bissau
On Sunday, August 11, profession day in Senegal, 
four young Oblates gave their lives to the Lord and to 
the Church through the Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 
It is a growing family whose vitality is expressed by 
this gift of four young men to freely and consciously 
begin an adventure full of questions and surprises. 
Being missionaries today sounds like a challenge 
that much of society does not understand. But at the 
same time, it is a stimulating challenge that opens 
life to the gift of self and the encounter with others. 
Simon Pierre BADJI, Paul Sombel FAYE, Pascal FAYE 
and Paul Marie MANDIKA have said “yes”. After 
about 10 years of formation, here they are, ready for 
this final commitment in the Congregation of the 
Oblates of the Delegation of Senegal and Guinea Bissau. 
We posed some questions to our young men to have 
them express the meaning of the day.

What does this day of your perpetual profession 
mean to you?
Pascal This is the culmination of a journey and a 
new phase that prepares us for moments that still 
require our complete availability in the diaconate and 
the priesthood. After about ten years of progress, we 
realised that we could take this step, knowingly and 
in good conscience. To make perpetual vows really 
means to make a wager with the Lord, to rely more 
on his fidelity than on our own, because He has chosen 
us for a very specific project and we agree to say to 
him: “Present, I am willing to follow you for life and 

put you at the centre of my life, my projects and my 
desires.” We are aware of our typically human fragility, 
but we are confident of his love and kindness toward us.

But why “missionaries?”
Paul Marie I met the Oblates in my village at the 
bottom of the Casamance, the famous region of 
South Senegal, which has been seeking peace for 
the past 30 years. I was struck by their work, by their 
way of encountering the people and responding to 
individual needs. I felt that this was going to be my 
way too. I think the missionary vocation remains an 
important, current reality, getting close to men and 
women today, especially young people, to share their 
lives and worries, simply to share the Gospel and its 
message of freedom and joy. I came to realise this 
during my year of regency in Mary Immaculate Parish 
in Parcelles Assainies, a vast suburb of Dakar. The 
people really need to be listened to, to be welcomed; 
that is the great need of our time. In relation to a society 
that seems to rely on communication, the people are 
more alone; the most serious social problems and 
difficulties are increasing day by day. Being a 
missionary like Eugene so as to know how to be 
close to each person and be a witness of the power 
of the Gospel.

Youth ready to 
give their lives…
Young men in two very different parts of our Oblate 
family recently marked milestones in their missionary journey 
to serve God’s people as Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

Senegal and Guinea Bissau
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How did you prepare for such an important day?
Paul Sombel Pascal reminded us just now that we 
have been preparing for 10 years and that’s true. The 
Foyer, the prenovitiate, novitiate, scholasticate, and 
pastoral regency were milestones over the years and 
now we are in the “final sprint”; perpetual profession 
will lead to Orders and the first obedience. Last month 
we followed a special formation course that enabled 
us consider our progress and review the major 
themes of our spirituality. In addition, we were able 
to review the entire history of our Congregation since 
its foundation, all of which helped us to discover 
that we are heirs to an extraordinary story that will 
soon be two hundred years old. Whoever speaks of 
heirs also speaks of continuers; in fact, today we feel 
that we are continuers of this story in the life of our 
Delegation and our Church, but also ready to go “to 
the ends of the world.” It was interesting to discover 
once more the spirituality of Eugene de Mazenod, 
our Founder, a man who encountered Christ and who 
never let go. Eugene was certainly not an easy man, 
with his character as impetuous as the “mistral”, 
but he put his life and creativity to the service of the 
Gospel and his Congregation, which he wanted to be 
mainly engaged in the proclamation of “who Christ is.”

A final word about this day?
Simon Pierre I want to express my joy and the joy 
of the whole group. We have experienced intense 
moments of communion and sharing between us and 
our team of formators. And today, by our profession, 
we have made a final choice, a choice that needs to 
be renewed every day in the service of God and our 
brothers. We are now fully Oblates and are therefore 
engaged in the mission of Christ, an ever current and 
always necessary mission. Some elements of this 
celebration marked us, for example, when our mothers 
gave us the lit candle in remembrance of our Baptism. 
I think that all those present at the ceremony were 
able to understand that these young men who profess 
chastity, poverty and obedience are not making a 
mistake, but are fully aware of what they have given 
up because they have found a greater treasure.

Vietnam
This year, 2013, the OMI Vietnam Mission has good 
reason to rejoice: three new priests were ordained in 
June. In addition, on August 30 the Bishop of Phu 
Cuong ordained six new deacons These ordinations 
will enable the Mission to strengthen and develop 
little by little the scope of its apostolic activities in 
the country.

For more information on 
Vocations to the Oblate 
Priesthood and religious 
life please contact:

Fr. John Mc Fadden, OMI
St Mary Star of the Sea, 
106 Constitution Street, Leith,
Edinburgh, EH6 6AW.
Phone: +44 (0) 131 554 2482
E-mail: 
j.mcfadden@oblates.co.uk

Vietnam

Prayer
God of joyful hope and faithful love: you call us 
to share fully in the mission of your Son.

In this time of great promise and change inspire 
us to be witnesses to the power and presence of 
Jesus.

May we love and respect all you have created and 
be disciples of the Good News especially among 
the dispossessed.

Guided by the Holy Spirit, may others be inspired 
to leave nothing undared for the Gospel by 
becoming Oblates of Mary Immaculate.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen
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At the beginning of August the 4th annual Oblate 
Youth Summer Camp took place. 25 young people 

from England, Ireland, Scotland and Wales gathered 
together at Blue Peris Adventure Centre in North 
Wales for a week of adventure activities and faith 
building workshops. Volunteers from the Oblate 
Youth Service accompanied the young people as 
group coordinators and Fr. Irvin Morastil also 
attended as a group leader and chaplain.

During the day the group had the opportunity to take 
part in a selection of different adventure activities that 
included raft building, mountain climbing and abseiling. 
The group also took part in different problem solving 
and teamwork activities. A particular highlight of the 
week was seeing the young people from the Anglo-
Irish Province bond, work together as a team and 
also encourage each other to take part in an activity 
they thought they were not capable of doing.

In the evening the young people took part in faith 
based workshops aimed at helping them develop their 
faith. This year the topics explored were self-esteem, 
positive decision-making and body image. The key 
message in each of these workshops was that each 
of us are special and unique in the eyes of God.

The week spent at Blue Peris was very enjoyable and 
fun. On the final evening the young people joined 
together and participated in Holy Mass. This proved 
to be a fitting end to a very successful week.

– Andrew Cassidy

Thoughts From The Group
This week has been amazing. We have overcome 
fears and also helped other people to overcome their 
fears. The teamwork has been awesome and the 
coordinators and staff have been fantastic!
- Sorcha Roberts, Amlwch 

I have enjoyed this week it has been amazing! I met 
lovely new people who I will miss so much! Thank 
you to all the coordinators who have been so cool. 
See you next year. 
- Eabha Roberts, Amlwch

I have enjoyed this week, it has been brilliant, the 
best week ever. See you next year. 
- Aoife Fitzsimmons, Dublin

It was a great week and better than I expected as it 
was my first time. The coordinators were amazing 
especially Andrew and Ronan because we make fun 
of them. - April King, Halifax

It was an amazing week and better than I expected. 
I went to another camp like this before and it was 
terrible. This one was amazing. - Tijil Tomy, Rock Ferry

Summer 
Camp 2013

Bookings now 
being taken for 
Summer 2014
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SILENT RETREAT 
Mon 21st – Thursday 24th Oct
This is a three day silent Ignatian Retreat based on 
praying with the Scriptures. The retreatant will meet 
with a director each day. The maximum number of 
retreatants is six. The retreat is residential on a Bed 
& Breakfast basis. Self catering facilities are available 
for other meals. The Retreat begins on Monday after-
noon at 4.00pm and finishes at 1.00pm on Thursday.

ADVENT RETREATS 
4th, 8th and 11th of December
During Advent we run day retreats for groups of 
up to thirty people. The retreat starts with arrival at 
10.00am and finishes at 4.00pm. The day includes a 
talk on Advent themes, quiet time, the opportunity for 
the sacrament of reconciliation and the celebration of 
the Eucharist.

Oblate Retreat Centre, DeMazenod House
62 Chamber Street, London, E1 8BL
Ph. 0207 7023544
Email: demazenodhouse@oblates.co.uk
Website: www.orc-london.org

DeMazenod House

Wistaston Hall
Advent retreats
Advent is the special time when we prepare to celebrate 
the birth of Christ. What better way to enter the spirit 
of this season than to take time aside for prayer, 
reflection and silence?
Residential retreats 9-11 December & 13-15 December
Advent day retreats 17 & 19 December

Exploring Scripture
17-19 January 2014
This weekend will offer the opportunity to reflect on 
our faith and our relationship with God and to deepen 
it. Over the weekend we will look at our present reality 
in the context of faith, “through Gospel eyes.” During 
the weekend there will be individual prayer and group 
discussions and time for reflection.

Individual Retreats
January 20th-26th
In response to the many requests we have received from 
our Retreatants over the course of the year, we have 
lengthened our Individually Guided Retreat. 
There is now an opportunity to take part over the 
Weekend, for five or seven days.

For information on these and our other events please 
contact the Oblate Team at
Oblate Retreat Centre, Wistaston Hall, 
89 Broughton Lane, Crewe Cheshire, CW2 8JS
Ph. 01270 568 653 or director@oblateretreatcentre.org.uk
www.orc-crewe.org

NEW



If you would like to share your thoughts or ideas with us please contact: Fr. Lorcán O’Reilly OMI, Partners in 
Mission Office, Denis Hurley House, 14 Quex Road, London NW6 4PL or email oblate_partners@btinternet.com

Events

Hope Amidst 
Our Shattered Dreams

and joy in the Good News of Jesus for you. Throughout 
the weekend we will be reminded of the hope that 
St Eugene found in the Gospels, which so inspired him 
and those who shared his dreams in the early days. 
St. Eugene wrote to his father “should one not place one’s 
hope in him who strengthens us?” St. Eugene did, 
and so the invitation to you this Advent is - come and 
encounter Jesus, your constant hope amidst shattered 
dreams for ourselves, our family and our world.

Britain - Nov 29th - Dec 1st & Dec 2nd - 4th 
At the Oblate Retreat Centre, Wistaston Hall, Crewe 
For further details or a booking form, please contact: 
Kirk Jacob, Partners in Mission Office, Denis Hurley 
House, 14 Quex Road, London, NW6 4PL. 
Tel: 020 76247296 or email oblate_partners@btinternet.com

Ireland - Dec 6th - 8th 
At the Emmaus Retreat Centre, Swords, Co. Dublin 
For further details or a booking form, please contact: 
Fr Vincent Mulligan, Mission Office, 
House of Retreat, Tyrconnell Road, Dublin 
Tel: 01 4542888 or email: mamioblate@eircom.net

Pope Francis in a homily in March 2013, reminded 
us to, “Never give way to discouragement! Ours is not 
a joy born of having many possessions, but from having 
encountered a Person: Jesus, in our midst; it is born 
from knowing that with him we are never alone, even 
at difficult moments, even when our life’s journey 
comes up against problems and obstacles that 
seem insurmountable.”

This coming Advent you are invited to journey with 
Fr Frank Santucci OMI and discover anew the hope 

Easter Pilgrimage 
 On the Camino de Santiago
14th – 22nd of April 2014
Would you like to do something different to celebrate 
Easter next year? During Holy week 2014 a group 
of young adults aged 17–35 will be walking the final 
150km of the Camino de Santiago and reaching the 
famous Cathedral of Santiago in time to celebrate 
Easter Sunday Mass.

The Camino de Santiago is an ancient pilgrimage that 
people have been walking for hundreds of years. It is 
a journey not only in a literal sense but also a journey 
of the soul. Walking the Camino de Santiago enables 
you to get away from the monotony of everyday life 
and connect with God in a spiritually intense way. 
Whilst on the journey there will be times when you 
walk together and get to know new people and there 
will be times you walk alone, but always with God 
by your side.

The pilgrimage will cost £425/m495 to include flights, 
transfers and half board accommodation. For more 
information or to book a place on the pilgrimage 
please contact: Andrew Cassidy, 
St Mary Star of the Sea, 106 Constitution Street, Leith, 
Edinburgh, EH6 6AW. 
Phone: +44 (0) 131 555 2179 
E-Mail: andrew.oblate.partners@gmail.com

- Advent Retreat with Fr. Frank Santucci OMI
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