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Three Oblates profess
perpetual vows
by Fr. James Allen, OMI
Three scholastics from the Oblate scholasticate in
San Antonio professed their perpetual vows on
August 31, 2013, at the Immaculate Conception
Chapel at Oblate School of Theology: Brother
Terence Chota, OMI, from the Oblate Delegation
in Zambia; Brother David Uribe, OMI, from Midland, TX; and Brother Jesse Esqueda, OMI, from
Los Angeles, CA. The provincial of the United
States Province, Fr. William Antone, OMI, accepted their life commitment in the name of the
Superior General.
Bro. Terence Chota, OMI
erence was born in 1981 in Luanshya, Zam
bia, the son of the late Vincent Chota and
Agnes Chota. His mother was able to travel to the
United States to join in the celebration, along with
his oldest sister, Brigid. Prior to entering Oblate formation, he was an elementary school teacher. He
has probably had a more international formation

T

L-r: Fr. Lou Studer, OMI, Bro. Terence Chota, Fr. Bill Antone, Bro.
David Uribe, Fr. Raul Salas; Kneeling: Bro. Jesse Esqueda with
nephew Adrian and niece Isabella Esqueda.
than most Oblates. After his prenovitiate in Zambia, he was sent to
Namibia for novitiate (first vows in 2006); he studied philosophy at
Continued on page 4

Four begin novitiate

T

he Oblate novitiate staff, Frs. Tom Horan,
Rudy Nowakowski and Jack Lau
welcomed four new candidates in a ceremony
at La Vista on August
James Trevino, 31
revino was born and raised in Laredo, Texas.
He has an older brother and sister. His family
lived with his grandparents. His family was very
religious growing up. They would pray the rosary
together and attend mass every Sunday. He was a
member of the Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in
Laredo, and that is how Trevino discovered the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate. His pastor, Fr. Ed
Continued on page 5
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From the Provincial

As you travel

eastward from Tijuana
toward the city of
Tecate—as you travel
eastward from San Diego,
for that matter—you begin
to gain altitude making your
way through some foothills
and small mountains
separated by intervening
valleys and ravines shaped
over the millennia by various
forces, including sometimes
rushing streams (which are
dry in late summer and fall).
The valleys and stream beds are home
for sturdy oaks and sycamores. Some
open spaces are dedicated to the
cultivation of grapes and olives.
This up-and-down landscape,
sometimes gentle, sometimes jagged,
gradually ascends onto a broad
windswept plateau which is more than
3000 feet above sea level. Much of this
landscape is abundantly covered by
dark-green chaparral and studded here
and there with rounded granite rocks
which are often bigger than the small
houses many humble families in this area
live in.
Someone asked me about the
geology of the gracefully rounded rocks
(below) and how they were formed. I
said that I think that God took some
extra time during the process of creation
to place each rock where it is now.
During the last days of
September and the first days of October,
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At the Baja meeting, l-r: Frs. Antone, Steve Conserva, Greg Gallagher,
Nick Harding, Marek Stroba, Joe Dowling, Edgar Garcia, Bro. Peter
Vasquez and Fr. Francisco Gomez
I attended two Oblate meetings in this
beautiful area near Tecate, Mexico, a
medium-sized mountain town east of
Tijuana. The first meeting was with the
Oblates of the Baja Mission and the
second meeting was with the “Young
Oblates” in their first years of
ministry.
These meetings took place at a
retreat house named “Gozo y
Esperanza”. “Gozo” means joy and
“esperanza” means “hope” which in
Latin are “gaudium” and “spes”, two
words which ring a bell for most of us.
The Baja Mission meeting
Frs. Greg Gallagher, Steve
Conserva and I met for three-and-ahalf days with those
who are working fulltime in the Baja
Mission.
Fr.
Francisco Gomez,
superior of the Baja
Mission and director
of the pre-novitiate,
was present. Also
present was Bro.

Peter Vásquez who has labored for
more than 20 years in Baja California.
Originally from Brawley, CA, just north
of the border, Bro. Peter has worked
in Mexicali, the Valley of the Trinity and
now in Colonia La Morita, Tijuana.
Other attendees included Fr.
Joe Dowling who came on board last
year, Fr. Edgar García who has been
serving in the Baja Mission going on 3
years, and Fr. Nick Harding, who
serves as pastor of San Eugenio parish.
He has been in Baja for 7 years. The
newest arrival to the Baja Mission is
Fr. Marek Stroba, originally from
Poland, who has done pastoral
ministry for more than 20 years in the
United States.
We deliberated over the fact
that the parish population continues to
grow from within and that every year
there are new colonias or
neighborhoods to attend to. It was
the latest Oblate to arrive, Fr. Marek,
who suggested that we make a decision
to finish what we have begun at San
Eugenio parish in La Morita, which
Continued on page 3

From the Provincial
Continued from page 2
would specifically include the building
of an adequate and large church. We
all agreed that “to finish the job we have
begun” made sense. With that done in
a few years, we could ask the
archdiocese to assume the responsibility
of that area of the parish and move on
to other, poorer areas.
Mons. Rafael Romo,
archbishop of Tijuana, graciously joined
our meeting for about three hours, and
expressed support for our plan to build
and eventually move on.
The Young Oblate meeting

Our dean, facilitator and
inspiration was Fr. Tom Singer, who
was ordained 56 years ago. He led the
group in a lively conversation around
such topics as: practical wisdom we
have learned in our ministry, mental
health for ministers, why clericalism
is not a Gospel value, the insights of
Pope Francis and the use of
“consciousness examen” in our daily
life.
The international and
cultural diversity of the group of Young
Oblates is important for us to
appreciate and analyze as we look to
our future as missionaries in the United
States province and in the world-wide
Congregation.
Among the participants, there
were two Haitian-born Oblates, one
Oblate from Vietnam, one Puerto Rican,
three U.S.-born and five Mexicans.
Most likely, in our meeting for next year,
we will include Oblates from India and
Zambia.
At the present time, in our first
formation programs and among our
Affiliates (those discerning a vocation

as a Oblate), we have men who
represent many nations: India,
Nicaragua, Cameroon, Guatemala,
Mexico, Togo and Nigeria, besides the
United States, Canada and Zambia.
Gozo y Esperanza / Joy and Hope
We were blessed to be able to
stay at the Gozo y Esperanza Retreat
Center in Tecate, named for the 1965
pastoral constitution of the Second
Vatican Council, “Gaudium et Spes”.
The document’s famous first sentence
reaffirms that “God so loved the world
that he gave his one and only Son…”
It reads:
The joys and the hopes, the
griefs and the anxieties of the
men of this age, especially
those who are poor or in any
way afflicted, these are the
joys and hopes, the griefs and
anxieties of the followers of
Christ.
Pope Francis rephrases this
challenge to walk lovingly and

Following the Baja Mission
meeting, 12 Oblates who are in their
first years of full-time ministry gathered
for the annual meeting of Young
Oblates. Invitees have traditionally
included those in their first five years of
ministry, but recently we have included
those in their first ten years of ministry.
The meeting took place at the same
Continued on page 5
retreat center, Gozo y Esperanza, near
Tecate.
This was the first such meeting
for Fr. Juan Gaspar who was ordained
about five months ago. We were happy
to have Fr. Tuan Pham, originally
from Viet Nam and a member of the
Assumption Province in Canada, who
is doing ministry in Lowell at St. Patrick
parish and is a member of the Lowell
Mission Center.
Likewise, it was a gift to have
Bro. Lucio Cruz, who professed his
final vows 2 years ago and is now doing
full-time ministry in the San Fernando
parishes. The presence of an Oblate
Brother is a strong reminder that we are
not the “Oblate Fathers”. Rather we
are the Missionary Oblates of Mary Frs. Julio Nárvaez, Quilan Bouzie, Joe Dowling, Tuan Pham, Ray Cook, Bill Antone,
Immaculate, some of whom are David Muñoz, Lucio Cruz, Tom Singer, Francisco Gomez Jimenez, Jim Brobst, Webert
Merilan, Juan Gaspar, Greg Gallagher, Porfirio Garcia, Lou Studer.
Brothers and others are priests.
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Perpetual vows
Continued from page 1
the scholasticate in Yaoundé,
Cameroun, after which he returned to
Zambia for internship in the Shangombo
parish. In 2010, he went to St. Joseph
Theological Institute in Cedara, South
Africa, to begin his studies in theology.
In 2012, he came to San Antonio to
complete his studies.
Bro. David Uribe, OMI
native of Seminole, TX, and an
alumnus of St. Anthony’s High
School Seminary, David was born in
1973, the son of David and Mary Helen
Uribe. During his college years at the
Oblate formation house in Austin, TX,
David decided to pursue a different
career. He obtained a B.A. in Psychology and later an M.S. in Organizational
Leadership and Ethics. He was employed by St. Edward’s University in
several positions, more recently serving as Internship Coordinator in the
Career Planning office. By 2004, he
was again in contact with the Oblates
and in 2007, he decided to enter the
formation program in Buffalo, NY. He
made his first vows as an Oblate in
2009 and joined the scholasticate in San
Antonio. He recently returned to his
studies after a year of internship at St.
Stephen Parish in Miramar, FL.
Bro. Jesse Esqueda, OMI
esse’s passion for youth ministry and
working with the poor led Jesse
eventually to the Oblates. He was born
in Nochistlán, Zacatecas (Mexico) in
1975, the son of the late Gabino and
Evangelina Esqueda. When he was
three years old, his family immigrated
to the Los Angeles area. After high
school, he became active in his parish,
helping with youth retreats and eventually serving as a youth minister in a
Vincentian parish in East Los Angeles.
This led to several stays in Honduras
as a lay missionary. Upon returning from

a two-year period of service in a diocese in Honduras, he got a job as youth
minister at the Oblate parish of Santa
Rosa in San Fernando. He entered the
Oblate prenovitiate program in Buffalo
in 2007 where he completed a BA degree in Philosophy at D’Youville College. He made his first vows after novi-

tiate in 2009 and entered scholasticate
formation in San Antonio. For his pastoral internship, he spent a year at the
St. Jude Shrine in New Orleans.
The trio hopes to be ordained
deacons on November 16, 2013, along
with classmates from Assumption Seminary in San Antonio.

A

J
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Front, l-r: -Manuel Romero, Denning Achidi, Kevin Santander, Steven
Montez, Daniel Bourg, Patrick Nacanaynay, Jean Emmanuel Melancourt
Back, l-r: -Frs. Bill Mason, Antonyraj Arumainathan, Quilin Bouzi, Louie
Lougen, Richard Sudlik, Steve Vasek, Jim Fee, David Munoz.

7 begin prenovitiate in Buffalo, NY
by Fr. Richard Sudlik, OMI
n August 25 , the Bishop Daniel Bourg and Kevin Santander.
Fallon Formation community Four are new to the program-Jean
began another year of discern- Emmanuel Melancourt, Patrick
ment and preparation for life as an Ob- Nacanaynay, Steven Montez and
late of Mary Immaculate in Buffalo, NY. Denning Achidi.
This year the community was
Seven young men began a year
of prayer and discernment by pledging blessed in a special way with the presto the gathered Church community at ence of Fr. Louis Lougen, the SupeHoly Angels that they will be open to rior General . Fr. Louie was home for
the promptings of God’s Spirit in their family visit and was able to accept these
young men and bestow upon them the
lives.
Three of the prenovices were symbol of our calling-the Cross of our
returning to Buffalo-Manuel Romero, Lord Jesus Christ.

O
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From the Provincial
Continued from page 3
attentively with others in his recent
interview with Fr. Antonio Spadaro, SJ:
The ministers of the Gospel
must be people who can
warm the hearts of the
people, who walk through the
dark night with them, who
know how to dialogue and to
descend themselves into their
people’s night, into the
darkness, but without getting
lost.
If our meetings were for
anything, they were to strengthen and
renew us in our efforts to respond to
he men in our prenovitiate in Buffalo, NY take courses at
the cry of the poor, to descend into
D’Youville College in that city. For the first time, this year the
people’s night, by proclaiming the
prenovices participated in the D’Youville Club Fair, held on Sept.
Gospel of gozo and esperanza which 11. They prepared a display designed to invite people to sign up for the
we ourselves are hearing proclaimed in Oblate Affiliate Program.
our own lives and hearts.
Above, l-r: Daniel Bourg, Manuel Romero, Kevin Santander, Patrick Nacanaynay

T

Novitiate
Continued from page 1
Vrazel, OMI talked about the need for
priests. Trevino entertained the idea,
but first enlisted in the navy. After eight
years of service he returned home and
learned more about the Oblates through
Fr. Richard Hall, OMI. “I decided
to go with the Oblates because what
better path to take then with the ones
[Oblates] who taught me the faith,” said
Trevino. Although his family expressed
mixed feelings about his steps towards
priesthood, Trevino says he wants to
take this year to hone in on the areas of
his life that need reshaping. In his spare
time he enjoys writing poetry and
watching television programs on the history channel.
Paul Bwalya Kunda, 24
unda was born in Samfya, a town
located in the Zambian province
of Luapula. He is the youngest of five
brothers and seven sisters. His family

K

were devout Catholics and attended St.
Joseph Parish in Lubwe. He learned
about the Oblates through a come and
see weekend. After high school he applied to become a prenovice and was
accepted. Kunda says he always
wanted to be a priest. What attracted
him to the Oblates was the charism. “I
love the charism and want to work with
the many faces of the poor,” said Kunda.
In his spare time he enjoys writing, exercising and playing volleyball. Kunda
describes himself as shy, but he hopes
within this next year he will be able to
open up and learn more about himself
and God.
Nchimunya B. Haakakata, 24
aakakata was born in Kabwe, the
capital of the Zambian Central
Province. He has two brothers and a
sister. Haakakata’s father was the sole
caretaker of his siblings and him. He
discovered the Oblates of Mary Immaculate through a friend who was pur-

H

suing an Oblate vocation. He says the
Oblate charism was his main attraction
to the group of men. While he is here
at the prenovitiate he plans on discerning, learning about himself and having
fun. He wants to become a priest. In
his spare time he enjoys taking walks
and listening to R and B music.
James Fernandes, 21
ernandes was born and raised in In
dia. He is the first candidate coming from India. Fernandes’ mother
raised his brother, sister and himself. It
was also his mother who inspired him
to pursue a religious life. Fernandes
says being a small and close family made
it difficult to leave, but he wants to work
with the poor.
Fernandes hopes to deepen his
spirituality and spend more time with
the Lord this upcoming year. Although
it is his first time in America, he hopes
the other prenovices can become another family for him.

F
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Although the convocation in April
now seems like a distant, though fond
memory, some of the main ideas shared
there have stayed with me. Fr. Steve
Bevans’ conferences were especially insightful for me. Perhaps his concepts
weren’t particularly innovative but I continue to mull them over and they have
become good reflection in prayer.
Bevans’ theme that God chooses to need us to help
evangelize strikes me as particularly significant in reflecting
on our mission as given to us by St. Eugene.
God has richly blessed us Oblates with talents for
preaching, teaching, living simply, ministering to the poor,
witnessing to gospel values. God recognizes these gifts in us
and chooses to partner with us in bringing the gospel to others. It is God’s way of honoring us that He would choose us,
use us, as instruments in bringing the good news to the world.
Each one of us filters the gospel message through
our own particular experiences in life, our personality traits,
our unique way of relating with God, our way of seeing God
acting in our life.
It seems to me that God recognizes – even celebrates – this uniqueness in us and invites us to bring
that particular slant we give on the gospel to others.
God chooses to need us precisely so that this richness,
this uniqueness, these many and varied gifts in each of
us, will not be lost.
In his book, God Loves An Unmade Bed, (Phoenix:
Life’s Journey Marketing, c. 2000) Donald Fisher and Tom
Allender, SJ, speak about a spirituality for the imperfect. Their
theme underlines the belief and trust that God places in us,
the reliance God chooses to put on us, the choice God makes
to use us in re-fashioning the world to become a better place.
Allender and Fisher challenge the reader to believe that God
chooses to need us to get His work done in the world, all the
while continuing to grace and bless us with His presence and
love.
We Oblates who are first and foremost missionaries of the gospel might become a bit overwhelmed, frightened or
even intimidated at the thought of God
choosing to need us to do His work, accomplish His mission, bring the good news
to others.
We would do well, I think to remember that it is God’s work, God’s mission and therefore God’s choice to need
OMI-USA - 6

Please remember in prayer
our recently departed
Fr. George Capen, OMI, 81 died on Aug. 15, 2013
in Belleville IL
Marcella Davis, 69, mother of Fr. Karl Davis, OMI,
died in Brooklyn, NY on Aug. 16.
David P. Ullrich, HOMI, father of Fr. David Ullrich,
OMI, died on Aug. 19 in San Antonio, TX.
Rudy Landry, 80, brother of Fr. Leroy Landry, OMI,
died on Aug. 30 in Millinocket, ME.
Bro. Edward Driggins, OMI, 73, died on Aug. 31
in San Antonio, TX.
Sr. Beatrice Monette, 86, sister of the late Fr. Leo
Monette, OMI, died on Sept. 1 in Worcester, MA.
Mary Jean Hemann, 85, sister of Fr. Tom Singer,
OMI, died on Sept. 6 in Belleville, IL.
Michael Landry, 68, brother of Fr. Leroy Landry,
OMI, died on Sept 19 in Middletown, CT.
Albert Shakan, 86, brother-in-law of Fr. Charles
Breault, OMI, died on Sept. 24.
Adrienne Falk, 94, sister of Fr. Adhemar Deveau,
OMI, died in Erie, PA on Oct. 2.
Fr. Hendrik Laenen, OMI, 87, died on Oct. 5 in
San Antonio, TX.
Mary Lorentz, 70, sister of Fr. Donald Dummer,
OMI, died on Oct 1, in Hastings, MN.
Joan Konold, 73, sister-in-law of Fr. Lon Konold,
OMI, died on Oct. 6 in St. Cloud, MN.
and use us. Can we believe that God’s missiology, His
approach, is trustworthy and sound? We needn’t question
His desire to do it this way, frail and unworthy though we
may be. God’s using us furthermore clearly
underlines His trust in us, His confidence in
our gifts, His blessing upon us and our ministry, and His belief in our desire as Oblates to
bring the good news to the poor and thereby
help evangelize the world.
God continues working with the messiness
of our lives – our unmade beds – as this book
continues to remind the reader. God continues to rely on us to be His disciples of the 21st
century.

EDUSEC visited
by provincial

T

wenty-five years ago, Fr. Pat
Thompson, OMI along with
a young laywoman, Belia
Molina, laid the foundation of an
organization that continues to thrive
today. Frs. Bill Antone and
Thompson paid a visit to that group
in September.
EDUSEC is an acronym for
Education and Community Services.
For many years, EDUSEC received
financial support from the Western
U.S. province and the United States
province, and now is able to sustain

Left, l-r: Salvador and Bella Montina de Baez, co-founders with Fr. Thompson of EDUSEC, and Fr. Antone. Background poster is of Beto,
poster boy for EDUSEC.
Frrom there, it has been able to reach over 30 years. Fr. Thompson led
out to numerous neighborhoods. The that ministry for most of those
Oblates ministered in Mexicali for years.

itself. EDUSEC provides services for
the marginalized communities in
Mexicali, focusing especially on the
needs of adolescents, youth and
working women.
Many of the families in these
communities live from week to week
on the low wages they earn from
working at numerous assembly plants
or maquiladoras. Women are
especially overworked as they try to
raise families and bring in a necessary
income at the same time. Young people
riends of Fr. Frank Wagner, OMI, Francis Scott and Candy Smith, ar
come home from school to homes
ranged with Francis’ grandson, who is a studio worker for the Jay Leno
without a parent, so EDUSEC
Tonight Show, for four tickets to the September 26, 2013 show. It was a
provides afterschool tutoring, counseling
delightful Oblate community time together.
and training, among other services.
EDUSEC has been able to Above, l-r: Fr. Frank Wagner, Fr. Amador Lopez, Jay Leno, Fr. Bryan Silva
build an excellent facility as their center. and Bro. Craig Bonham.

F
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Vatican II and DeMazenod’s vision
focus of year’s Oblate retreats

Perfect weather brightened our
annual fraternal gathering, allowing for
outside walks and conversations.
Whether or not this contributed to an
by Fr. Ron Meyer, OMI
ome 25 Men, mostly from the frequently cited. So many are again con- enhanced “inner and/or indoor atmoEast Coast area, attended the sidering him to be “our Pope” and Rome sphere of quiet” depended on the individual Oblate.
Sept. 23-27 2013 Oblate Re- “our Church.”

S

treat at the Immaculata Retreat House
in Willimantic, CT. Mrs. Sandy
Prather, a long-time Oblate Associate and friend and former retreat house
director from Edmonton, Canada was
the presenter.
Ms. Prather’s focus was on
Vatican II as seen through the lens of
Oblate Spirituality and St. Eugene’s
DeMazenod’s charism. Pope Francis’
refreshing approach to Church life and
discipline, full-dimensional orthodoxy
and his pastorally sensitive style was

Fr. Luc Sawyer is quite clear in that first
picture, as are Frs. Vincent Louwagie and
Scott Hill in the 2nd. I’ll let you pick out
the others on your own. -Editor.
Nov. 14, 2013 San Antonio Area Partners Meeting
Missionary Oblate Partnership
Jan. 20-24 Chennai, INDIA Asia Oblates grantwriting workshop/tour of missions
2013-2014
Feb 28-March 2 De Mazenod Conference: Oblate Renewal Center, San Antonio
Calendar of Events
Practicing The Presence of God II: Prayer As Our Deepest Longing
May 21-26
Aix en Provence, FRANCE: Footsteps of the Founder Experience
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Prenovitiate hosts
‘Come and See’
by Fr. Dick Sudlik, OMI

O

n the first weekend of October, nine young men joined the
Bishop Fallon Prenovitiate
community and the province vocation
directors for a Come and See Weekend.
These young men are considering a call to Oblates of Mary Immaculate and came to Buffalo NY to get a
sense of the place but more important
the people they would live with and the
life they would lead. They experienced
a community of fellowship, prayer and
hospitality.
We ask that all those who love
the Oblates pray for these young men
that they might have the strength and
wisdom to follow God’s call in their
lives.

Right, Fr. Charles Banks and Dan
Nassaney celebrate Mass.

Provincial visits Chula Vista Associates

O

n a recent visit, Fr. Bill Antone
had
a
breakfast
meeting with the Oblate
Associates of Chula Vista, CA. Given
the fact that the Oblates will be
relinquishing our responsibility for the
parish next February, he assured them

that they will continue to receive support
and animation from the U. S. province
after the Oblates leave Chula Vista.
Frs. Paul Nourie, pastor, and Jim
Allen, parochial vicar, are currently
serving the parish community of Most
Precious Blood.

Over 10 years ago, Fr. Joe
Arong, OMI, invited members of Most
Precious Blood parish in Chula Vista,
CA to be Oblate Associates. Since then
the group has grown and now numbers
more than 25 committed Associates.
Under the guidance of Geri
Furmanek, National Director of Oblate
Associates, they have been faithful to
the meetings, prayers, association life,
annual retreat and apostolate that are
part of their commitment.
Each year they organize a
retreat, often in conjunction with other
Associates from the West Coast.
Hermie Alignay is the director of the
group and he also participates in the
National Committee. All are very active
in the life of the parish. They also have
been involved in supporting the Baja
Mission and currently are sending
supplies to the Bolduc Home for elderly
and infirm Oblates in the Philippines.
November 2013-9

Roma parish sponsosrs
Catholic Youth Camp
by Fr. Jim Erving, OMI

T

his Summer from July 8th to the
12th over 80 adults from Our
Lady of Refuge parish in Roma
TX, and its missions gathered to put on
a Catholic Summer Camp for the youth
in the community. Most of the volunteers were members of the ACTS
movement. The theme was the Most
Holy Rosary, concentrating on the
Joyful Mysteries.
Each day the children gathered
from 4 to 8 pm. They had 4 different
stations each day. Prayer, Crafts, Fun
and Games and finally Science projects
were prepared each day for each age group. Various
parish groups cooked or provided a meal for the campers and volunteers each day.
160 children participated on the first day; by Friday over 230 children participated in the closing ceremony.
Each day closed with prayer and praise.
The final day all gathered to pray the Rosary and
then release a giant balloon Rosary into the air to thank
the Blessed Mother for the blessings of our week. Many
children told the organizers that we should have the camp
every day all summer. Although the adults found this
amusing they shed many tears themselves when the week
came to a close.

S

r. Ann Diehl, CS J, (l) attended her
last council meeting in September be
fore stepping down from the position
of Executive Assistant to the Provincial.
Sr. Ann has been part of the administration of the U.S. Province from its beginning, and served as archivist in the former
Central Province as well. Fortunately, Sr.
Ann’s memory and wisdom will still be of service to our province as the new Provincial
Archivist.
Ms. Mary Ellen “Mel” Largess
(r) has taken the reins as new Administrative Assistant.
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Associate renews commitment
by Geri Fermanek
blate Associate Veronica Ehrhart recommitted herself to living the charism of St. Eugene and apostolic spirituality in the Missionary Oblate tradition on the afternoon of August 22,
2013.
Veronica lives at Normandie Ridge in York,
Pennsylvania, a Senior Living Center sponsored by the
Methodist community. Some would consider getting
around in a wheelchair impeding. However, it doesn’t
stop Veronica from her apostolic outreach to assist the
chaplain in the pastoral care of Catholics who reside
there. In his remarks, Chaplain David Brinker
thanked “Ronnie” for this ministry.
“This is a prime example of how it is quality
versus quantity when it comes to Oblate Associates”
says National Director for Associates, Geri Furmanek.
“Veronica may actually see an Oblate every two years
when she makes her re-commitment, but she is in contact with the National Office almost weekly to receive
information, updates and coordinate her commitment
ceremony. She is only one, but her impact on the people
she encounters is far-reaching. St. Eugene would be
proud of such evangelization!”

O

L-r: Geri Furmanek, Rev. David Brinker, Fr. Subash Gomes,
OMI, Veronica Ehrhart, Frs. Greg Gallagher and Bill Antone.
Sincere gratitude was expressed to all who worked at
making the day a wonderful celebration: Oblate Frs. Bill Antone,
Greg Gallagher, and Fr. Subash Gomes, visiting from
Bangladesh. Also, Rev. Brinker; the staff in Personal Care that
assist Veronica on a daily basis; the Normandie Ridge Chorus
led by Inga Miller; the dietary staff who provided refreshments;
and the many residents who attended and are a support to Ronnie.

NC/SC Oblate jubilarians gather in Belleville,

F

rancis Cardinal George, the SC Jubilee Mass at the Shrine of
OMI presided and provincial, Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville, IL
Fr. Bill Antone preached at on September 10.

Front, l-r: Fr. Bill Antone, Cardinal George, Frs. John Louis, Tom Horan,
Bros. Vic Capek, Bill Lundberg; Back, l-r: Frs. Eugene Prendiville, Allen
Maes, Leo Kertz, Clarence Zachman, Joe Menker, George Kuryvial.

A banquet followed for the
jubilarians, at which Cardinal George
spoke about Oblates who influenced
him, with a special focus on Fr. Fernand
Jette. He also shared personally about
the papal conclave process for electing
a pope, in which the Cardinal has participated twice.
Fr. John Louis (75 years of
vows!) rounded out the evening with
some reflections on vocations and the
early days of Oblate life in the Midwest.
Jubilarians celebrating anniversaries were: Priestly ordination:
Cardinal George (50); John Louis
(70); Joe Menker (60) Clarence
Zachman (60); Leo Kertz (50)
First Vows: George Kuryvial (60);
Eugene Prendiville (60); Bill Antone
(40); Tom Horan (25) Bro. Vic
Capek (50); Bill Lundberg (50).
-by Fr. Jim Brobst, OMI
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Attending members gathered outside the offices of the Pontifical Council
for Justice and Peace. (Fr. Finn, OMI is at the far right, second row.)

Mining extractors attend Day of Reflection

T

he Pontifical Council for Justice
and Peace organized a Day of
Reflection on the world mining
industry on Sept.11. The Day was attended by representatives of the world’s
most important mining companies, including the Anglo American, China
Minmetals Corporation, Rio Tinto and

T

Zamin Resources, as well as experts in
the sector from within the Catholic
Church, Caritas and Oxfam America.
Fr. Seamus Finn OMI was
invited to be a part of the team that prepared the day of reflection and offered
input during the day. Pope Francis offered a message of greeting and chal-

lenge to the group and offered his
prayers and blessings on the event.
Cardinal Secretary of State
Tarcisio Bertone S.D.B. sent a message on behalf of the Holy Father, stating, in part, that “the extraction industries are seen, not always without reason, as unjustly exploiting resources
and local populations, resorting even to
slavery and the forced removal of entire populations. … Mining, like
many other industrial activities, has
ecological and social consequences
which go well beyond national borders and pass from one generation
to the next. ...
“A new and more profound decision-making process is indispensable
and inescapable, ... first of all, that
workers be assured of all their economic and social rights....
“The great challenge of business
leaders is to create a harmony of interests, involving investors, managers,
workers, their families, the future of their
children, the preservation of the environment on both a regional and international scale, and a contribution to
world peace.”

he San Fernando Valley LIFE CHAIN,
from 2:30 to 4 PM on the corner of
Devonshire and Sepulveda Blvd. It was
a warm sunny day, so UV protection for me is a
part of a Pro-Life witness.
I was very impressed: one man made
Mexican Lemonade in large jug, put the jug in a
cart and went to each sign holder, on both sides
of each street and offered the beverage for free.
Another father and daughter went into the local
grocery and bought bottles of water, and offered the water to each participant, also.
From the passing traffic, there were
about 10 indications of support for every nonsupport indication. While sad that so few
showed in such a highly-populated area, it was
joy to meet people who hope to extend concern for the Right to Life to our brothers and
sisters in the womb, too.-Bro. Craig Bonham, OMI Bro. Craig with a parishioner from Santa Rosa on the LIFECHAIN.
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Florida Oblate Associates volunteer
with the Missionaries of Charity
by Yvette Fuentes and John Venezia
n the final days of August 2013 Fuentes, Matthew Glynn, Carol
members of the Oblate Asso- Huff-Gacitua, Jennifer Ramlogan,
ciates of Mary Immaculate in Antonella Skinner, and John
Miramar, Florida, volunteered their time Venezia.
to assist the Missionaries of Charity in
The Missionary Sisters have
Miami with their ministry to serve the been in Miami since 1980 when Mother
“poorest of the poor”. Volunteering this Teresa opened a branch of her commonth were Charlie Fitch, Yvette munity in the city. Although the shelter

O

St. Stephen’s Oblate Associates at the end of one of their meaetings
with the National Director, Geri Furmanek (far right).

is located just a few blocks from the
University of Miami’s Medical Campus
and Miami’s most important medical
facilities, the shelter is also located in
Miami’s “Inner City”. Every morning
(except Thursdays) the Sisters run a
soup kitchen feeding between 200-300
people, mostly homeless, some with
addiction problems. In the evenings, the
Sisters open their shelter for homeless
women and their children.
The Oblates served St.
Stephen’s Parish from 1968-2013.
They left Florida at the end of June
2013, and turned the parish over to
the Archdiocese of Miami.
However, the Oblate Associates remain active at St. Stephen’s, carrying on the OMI charism within the
Church and beyond through volunteer
work such as this ministry with the Missionaries of Charity. They pledge to return again to the shelter to continue their
apostolic work with the poor and most
abandoned, helping the Sisters in their
labor of love and sharing the teachings
of St. Eugene de Mazenod to all those
whom they encounter. (Full story at
www.omiusa.org.)

A

s reported in the September 2013
OMIUSA (page 5), Fr. George
McLean, OMI,was lauded as founder of
the Council for Research in Values and Philosophy
(CRVP) on the occasion of the awarding of the
Global Dialogue Prize 2013 to the Council at the
World Congress of Philosophy in Athens, Greece last
August 4.
“I am grateful for and humbled by this honor,”
said McLean. “In the new field of intercultural value
research this is intended as the equivalent of a new
Nobel-type prize, responding specifically to the intercultural challenges of these global times. In all this
the goal is to build understanding and cooperation
among peoples of different cultures as the central
challenge of our day.” Fr. McLean is professor Fr. McLean and Hu Yeping, (CRVP Executive Director),flanked
emeritus of philosophy at Catholic University of by Jesper Garsdal and Johanna Seibt, organizers of the Global
America.
Dialogue Council.
November 2013-13

New Ways to Evangelize Focus of
Major Superiors of Men meeting

F

r. Jim Brobst, OMI, participated in the annual gathering of
the Conference Of Major Superiors Of Men in Nashville, TN, focused
primarily on the “New Evangelization,”
which engages the church at large.
Presenter Fr. Bob Schreiter,
CPPS spoke on the “New Evangelization” for religious communities. The
call is to preach the gospel to the poor
in new ways and venues. The Catholic
Church in the U.S. is still very parishdependent.
While many drift away from
such structures, this is not a wholesale
drift away from faith or from a desire
for spirituality and transcendence.
Strengthening and adapting current traditional non-parish ministries (retreat
houses, shrines) and delving into newer
ways of reaching out (media, internet)
are efforts which Oblates in the Midwest already have structures to address.
Three new ways in which religious communities might evangelize
were suggested.

√
The need to
create new social
spaces in which to encounter and dialogue
with people. The elimination of time and distance through instant
digital communication
opens up the possibility Fr. Brobst wasn’t able to get me a picture of him at the
of “niche” communities meeting, so I dug up this older one of him at a meeting
of common interest on with our indefatigable HOMI, Rosemary Walsh.
media such as Skype and Facebook for and also provide a place for mystery. If
we encounter others, but do not help
further outreach to them.
√
The need for ministry of them encounter the Presence beyond
presence both within and beyond us, we have failed at our mission, but
such spaces, using both media and may have good social experiences along
physical presence to include those the way.
Retreat houses, shrines,
marginalized by poverty or social isolation, accompaning them in their jour- present media ministries and mission centers could become (and in
neys.
√
The need for a ministry of some ways already are) venues beabsence, as well. This means creating yond the traditional parish church
spaces free of mere activity and diver- structure where those needs could
sion - an absence of distraction in order be met. The challenge is to reach beto develop a deeper internal life. People yond what is known and try new things,
are seeking a deepened interiority. We not all of which may succeed.
need to acknowledge the reality of evil
---by Fr. Jim Brobst, OMI

F

rs. BillAntone and Greg
Gallagher met with the
Oblates at the Shrine of Our
Lady of Grace, Frs. Henri Delisle
and Bob Levesque, in September to
discuss arrangements for leaving the
ministry there in Colebrook, NH.
Fr. Levesque left the Shrine
in October, while Fr. Delisle will
remain until next July. Area Councillor
Fr. Jim Taggart is arranging for
different Oblates to assist Fr. Delisle
until the day of departure.

Left, l-r: Frs. Antone, Delisle,
Gallagher and Levesque.
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Nobel laureate nominee at CRVP

T

he Council for Research in Values and Philosophy
(CRVP) held its Fall seminar on the campus of the
Catholic University of America from Sept. 9-Oct. 11.
The focus of papers and discussions was: Justice and
Responsibility: Cultural and Philosophical Considerations.
Ms. Hu Yeping, Executive Director, reported that
17 professors from 11 countries were in attendance. Fr. João
Vila-Cha, SJ, of the Gregorian University in Rome facilitated
the first weeks of the seminar, while Fr. Vensus George,
S.A.C. guided the last two weeks.
Thomas Menamparampil, SDB, Archbishop
Emeritus of Guwahati, India, attended the last several days
of the seminar and also presented a paper. The Archbishop
was nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2011 for his Frs. David Power, OMI and Vensus George with
continued efforts for peace, reconciliation and stability in Archbishop Thomas on an evening of relaxation in
Northeast India, an area full of territorial and ethnic conflicts. the provincial house recreation room.

Oblate Partners meet
by Artie Pingolt

T

he 2013 Midwest Regional
Partners Meeting was held on
October 8 in Minnetonka, MN,
hosted by Partner Robie Wayne. Guest
speaker and Mass celebrant was Partner Rev. Kevin McDonough, pastor
of the largest African American parish
in St. Paul and the largest Hispanic Parish in Minneapolis. His topic was New
Evangelization and the Urban
Church.

Left, seated l-r, Michael and Mary
Beth McNamara, Marge and Len
Fr. Silva speaks at Vatican child abuse conference Busch, Richard and Yoko LaBute and
r. Bryan Silva, OMI was a part of a team from St. Luke Institute, Muriel Klosterman. Standing, from
offering expertise at the Anglophone conferl, “Come and See” guest Kerry Givence in the Vatican last May 29-June 5. Preens, Robie Wayne, Mary and Kevin
sentations were made by various international exHenseler, Rosemary Walsh, HOMI,
perts. Fr. Silva spoke on assessing the risk of recidivism in those clergy who have been accused or have
Artie Pingolt and Bob Klosterman.
been proven to have offended in the past.
Standing in back, still in his vestSeveral geographic regions reported on their
ments, is Fr. McDonough.

F

efforts to broaden efforts at child protection to include work place issues, the impact of sexual tourism and of poverty on children in their locales. OthContinued on page 16

Local Partnership Oblates,
Frs. Jim Deegan, OMI and Harry
Winter, OMI, were attending the
Area Meeting in Buffalo, MN.
November 2013-15

End Runs

√
The website “Oblate Ecumenism” has recently been reworked
as “Mission, Unity and Dialogue” (MUD). Oblate missiologists Frs.
John Staak and Ron Young join Oblate ecumenist Fr. Harry Winter
in responsibility for the website.
√
The Fall season of Adult Faith Formation at St. Joseph the Worker
Shrine in Lowell, MA, conducted by Fr. Gene Tremblay, OMI, will
run on the Wednesdays of October to Nov. 13. The theme, How to
Read the Old Testament, explores how the Catholic approach recognizes
that God’s Word is for all ages, while also taking into account how time
conditions both the composition and our reception of that Word.
√
Among the 100 essays in a new publication, The Catholic Thing:
Five Years of a Singular Website, are three by Fr. Bevil Bramwell,
OMI. The volume brings together some of the best commentary on a wide
range of recent events and controversies by a variety of Catholic
writers, including Ralph McInerny, Michael Novak, Fr. James
V. Schall, Robert Royal, and Anthony Esolen. In his preface to
the work, Archbishop Charles J. Chaput, OFMCap. writes
that the essays “are far more than just ‘useful aids’ in
understandidng our times, they’re also filled with the beauty of
truth, and the elegance of wonderful intellects writing
wonderfully.”
√
According to Fr. Billy Morell, OMI, last year’s Annual Report of the
Oblate Missionary Society, Inc. received the second-highest award given by the
National Catholic Development Council for its thoroughness and readability.
√
The Superior General and his council have called for all Oblate Units to
engage in a Triennium of Preparation for the 200th anniversary of the founding of
the Congregation. Fr. Art Flores, OMI has formed a committe including Frs.
Ray Cook, Fernando Velázquez, Juan Gaspar and Schol. Bros. Jason
Rossignol to guide the province through the triennium, which will conclude on
Feb. 17, 2017.
√
While this publication, OMI USA, is designed to cover primarily the
ministry of Oblates specifically from the United States, a sister province publication,
The Oblate World, covers the works of the many Oblates throughout the world.
Its latest issue has, for the first itme, been published in both English and Spanish.
Fr. Silva --- Continued from page 15
ers spoke about the impact of internet pornography, the construction of safety
plans for offending clergy, the efforts of the Congregation for the Defense of the
Faith (CDF) and the Vatican’s handling of laicization cases in these cases.
The conference, hosted by the Vatican each year for English-speaking
dioceses, draws bishops, laity and professionals in psychology, social work and
child protection from various parts of the globe. Dioceses from England, Ireland,
Scotland, Sri Lanka, India, Chile, Singapore, Zambia, Sierra Leone, and other
parts of Africa attended this year..

Remember to check out the province’s website
for more information and links to other Oblate
news items.: www.omiusa.org
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Everything
growing on
earth, bless the
Lord;
praise and exalt
him above all
forever.
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