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Fr. Vincent Patrick, O.M.I. of Sri 
Lanka provides healing for people 
addicted to drugs or alcohol.

The Oblates have served the 
people of Zambia since the 
early 1980s.



Dear Oblate Friends — Estimados Amigos y Amigas de los Oblatos:

Three years from now, on January 25, 2016 we will celebrate the 
200th anniversary of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 

On that very day in January 200 years ago, 34-year-old Eugene De Mazenod called 
together a small band of missionaries for the evangelization of the poor in the villages of 
southern France.  This new society of priests, the “Missionaries of Provence,” was soon 
to become the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate.  
   

We are all invited to share in the charism of St. Eugene and in that way we also 
become “Oblates.”  To allow the Oblate family to grow in this way will be a blessing 
for the poor and for the Church which serves the poor.  The mission of the Oblates will 
remain the same: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

In December of this year we will begin a Triennium of Preparation for the 200th 
anniversary of the Oblates.  I invite you to be part of this preparation.

Los invito a compartir con nosotros el Bicentenario de los Oblatos, comenzando en diciembre de 
este año 2013 un Trienio de Preparación con tres temas de crecimiento: “Un Nuevo Corazón,  
Un Nuevo Espíritu, Una Nueva Mision.”   ¡Dios los bendiga con su Paz!   
   

  
Atentamente en Jesús y María Inmaculada,  

  P. bill Antone, O.M.I.
  Provincial, United States Province

We are a missionary Congregation.  Our principal service in the Church is 
to proclaim Christ and His Kingdom to the most abandoned…Wherever we 
work, our mission is especially to those people whose condition cries out for 
salvation and for the hope which only Jesus Christ can fully bring.  These are 
the poor with their many faces; we give them our preference.  
       (OMI Constitution 5) 

From the Provincial 
Fr. Bill Antone, O. M. I.
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¡Desde ahora nos preparamos para la celebración de un Gran Cumpleaños!  En tres 
años, celebraremos los 200 años desde la fundación de los Misioneros Oblatos de María 
Inmaculada.  Se pueda imaginar el entusiasmo y el celo misionero del Fundador, San 
Eugenio, y su primeros compañeros en los comienzos de los Oblatos.  Este entusiasmo, 
entrega y espíritu misionero continúan hasta hoy.

Todas y todos están invitados a compartir el “carisma,” es decir el don especial de 
San Eugenio y de los Oblatos, de ser en este mundo una Buena Noticia del amor de 
Dios para los pobres y abandonados.  La misión de los Oblatos sigue siendo así:

La Congregación entera es misionera.  Su primer servicio en la Iglesia es el de 
anunciar a Cristo y su Reino a los más abandonados… Nuestra misión, en efecto, nos 
lleva en todas partes principalmente hacia aquellos cuya condición está pidiendo a gritos 
una esperanza y una salvación que solo Cristo puede ofrecer con plenitud.  Son los 
pobres en sus múltiples aspectos: a ellos van nuestras preferencias.              
    (Constitución Oblata 5)



Oblate Bishop Injured in Bombing

In May the Apostolic Vicar of Quetta, Pakistan,  
Bp. Victor Gnanapragasam, O.M.I. was slightly 
injured during a suicide bombing that targeted a 
police station in Quetta.  A car stuffed with 2,000 
kilograms of explosives detonated during the evening 
of May 12, killing eight and injuring 97 people.

Bishop Gnanapragasam was asleep in his room 
across the street from the police station when the 
explosion took place.  He suffered minor injuries 

after being hit by flying 
glass from the shattered 
windows.  

The Oblate school, chapel 
and convent suffered 
extensive damage during 
the bombing.  School had 
to be canceled for a week 
in order to remove debris 
and make repairs to insure the stability of  
the complex.

Oblate Crossings
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Pope Francis Unlocks 
New Mission App 
 
Father Andrew Small, O.M.I. 
assisted Pope Francis in 
launching a new smartphone 
app for the Pontifical Mission 
Societies.  Father Small is 

National Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies 
in the United States.

During an audience with Pope Francis in May  
Fr. Small asked the Holy Father to launch the 
group’s Missio app from an iPad he had brought 
to the Vatican.  The app provides information 

from various Catholic news sources in several 
languages.  

“The app is a way for the Church and Our Holy 
Father to reach the growing number of the world’s 
people who have access to handheld mobile 
devices, a way to connect as the Body of Christ,” 
said Fr. Small.

 

Pope Francis has named  
Fr. Joseph Mopeli 
Sephamola, O.M.I. as the 
new Bishop of the Diocese 
of Qacha’s Nek in Lesotho.  
Bishop Sephamola had been 
Provincial Superior of the 
Oblates in Lesotho.

The Diocese of Qach’s Nek has nearly 400,000 
residents.  About half the people living in the 
diocese are Catholic.

Bishop Sephamola was ordained an Oblate priest 
in 1991.  He was a missionary in Zambia for nine 
years.  Bisohp Sephamola also taught seminarians 
in Lesotho and Rome, Italy.

The Oblates introduced the Catholic faith to the 
people of Lesotho in the 1860s.  Today more than 
half the people of Lesotho are Catholic and nearly 
every Catholic parish, school or institution has some 
connection to the Oblates in its history.

Oblate Named Bishop in Lesotho



September 28, 2011 – Father Louis Lougen, 
O.M.I. is elected Superior General of the Missionary 
Oblates.  The former Provincial for the Oblates’ 
United States Province, Fr. Lougen today leads nearly 
4,000 Oblates in more than 60 countries.

October 5, 1847 – Brother Eugene Casimir 
Chirouse, O.M.I. arrives with four other Oblates  
in the Oregon Territory.  A few months later  
Bro. Chirouse becomes the first priest to be ordained 
in what is now the State of Washington.  

October 24, 2006 – Brother Peter Mahao, O.M.I. 
is killed by armed robbers in his room at Mazenod 
Monastery in the African nation of Lesotho.  He was 82 
years old.  Two other Oblate brothers were also shot 
multiple times but survived the attack.

December 7, 1941 – The Lourdes Grotto of the 
Southwest is dedicated by the Oblates in San Antonio, 
Texas.  Mass is still celebrated daily at the grotto for 
pilgrims from the United States, Mexico, Central and 
South America. 
 
December 8, 1962 – Four Oblates from Ireland 
establish a new mission in central Brazil.  The Oblates 
aligned themselves with the struggling poor, and 
today Oblates run numerous spiritual and social 
welfare programs in central Brazil.

December 21, 1811 – Eugene De Mazenod, future 
founder of the Missionary Oblates, is ordained to the 
priesthood in Amiens, France.

This DATE in Oblate History ...
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Brazil Oblate On NPR

Father John Drexel, O.M.I. was recently featured on National Public Radio’s all 
things Considered about his work with street children in Sao Paulo, Brazil.  

Father Drexel has been working for 40 years to provide street children a more 
stable and nurturing environment.  Many of the children he works with have 
been exposed to criminal behavior and crack cocaine.

Father Drexel said the answer is not for the government to increase the 
penalties for young offenders, but rather to provide them desperately needed 
housing, healthcare and education.

OctOber  2013

Oblates Conclude Miami Ministry

After 47 years of service to the poor and immigrant populations in south Florida, 
the Missionary Oblates have brought their ministry there to a close.

Hurricanes and riots were just some of the challenges faced by the Oblates during 
their time in the Miami area.  Most of the Oblates’ work involved outreach to the 
poor in the Hispanic and African American communities.

True to their calling as missionaries, the Oblates have turned over their well-
established ministries to the Archdiocese of Miami in order to reach out to the 
poor in other parts of the United States.
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In October 1964 I left the U.S.A. to 
fly to Rome to continue my seminary 

studies at the Oblate International 
Scholasticate.  I was just 20 years old 
and this would be my first trip outside 
the U.S.A.  I was traveling with Fr. Tom 
Coughlin, my classmate.  Father Harry 
Winter was the other member of our 
province in Rome at the time.  He was in 
his last year;  Tom and I in our first.  For 
me, it was exciting and scary at 
the same time.  
 
     The Vatican Council was in 
full swing.  The third session 
had just begun and the General 
House and Scholasticate were 
filled to capacity.  For a newly-
arrived American it was all a 
bit overwhelming.  There were bishops and 
student priests, the General Administration, 
theologians helping at the Council and 
periti (advisors) that each bishop brought to 
assist him.  Sorting it all out, and learning 
who was who, was the first challenge. 
 
     The house was buzzing all day, every day 
with theological talk, discussions, arguments 
over various issues raised in the Council 
documents – and then there was all the 

latest news from the Council.  A new 
proposal, a vote coming up, an issue to be 
resolved, this was the daily drama we lived 
with.  By and large, as a young American, 
most of it was lost on me.  But not the 
sense of excitement and the feeling that 
something very important was happening 
all around me. 
 
     There were talks, lectures and press 

conferences by great theologians 
and notable people: Frs. Karl 
Rahner, Yves Congar, Henri de 
Lubac, Marie-Dominique Chenu.  
I remember going to one given 
by Archbishop Fulton Sheen and 
another by Cardinal John Wright 
(at least they spoke English).  
Theologians were also invited to the 

Scholasticate for Mass and supper and then 
a talk followed by questions and answers.  
Some notable people came and went on a 
regular basis.  We were privileged. 
 
      The one bishop from our province (the 
former Eastern Province) was Bp. Francis 
McSorley of the Diocese of Jolo in the 
Philippines.  He was a good and sensitive 
man who arranged to get credentials for an 
assistant to come to help him for a day.        
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MEMORIES OF VATICAN II
Fr. Richard McAlear, O.M.I.



     So it was that one day I got to enter 
the Basilica for the opening Mass of the 
day and remained until they intoned exeunt 
omnes (“get out”) as the bishops turned to 
the real work before them.  But I had my 
hour.  The Aula filled with well over 2,000 
bishops was a visual that will remain with 
me forever.  There was an opening Mass in 
one of the Eastern rites.  There was a hustle 
and bustle as papers were being passed out 
and papers collected.  Lively and animated 
discussions in small groups and large were 
taking place in every corner.  Something 
important and vital was occurring,  
even if the details were largely over my 
head.  History was being made and I was  
a witness. 
 
     I have many memories from the 
General House as well.  Serving Mass for 
the bishops before breakfast was a daily 
duty.  One bishop died in his room and 
there was much ado about it, including a 
prayer service before sending him off to be 
buried in his home diocese back in Canada.   
 
      To speak at the Council a bishop was 
required to write up a synopsis of what 
he wanted to say, then have it signed by a 
certain number of bishops and presented to 
the leaders to get a time slot to speak. 
 
     Archbishop Denis Hurley of South 
Africa was always wandering around with 
his list, asking any bishop he knew or met 
to sign so he could speak.  He spoke on 
the floor quite a bit.  Bishop McSorley 
not at all.  There were always papers being 
passed around from bishop to bishop as one 
or the other was marshaling support for 
some position or other.  I remember one 
scholastic being sent by bicycle down the 
street to the White Fathers to collect a few 
signers for Bp. Hurley.  It was a heady time. 
 
      

     Then there were the closing 
sessions.  There was the lifting of the 
excommunication of the Patriarch 
of Constantinople (and having the 
excommunication of the Bishop of Rome 
lifted at the same time by the Patriarch); 
declaring Mary to be the “Mother of the 
Church;” and the declaration of each 
document to be the official faith of the 
Church.  At the closing sessions the bishops 
had a working meeting where they took 
the final votes on each document.  There 
was a Mass while the votes were counted, 
or calculated.  After Mass the final vote  
was announced and the document was 
declared to be official Church teaching, to 
great applause. 
 
     The final session and the closing of the 
Council were grand affairs.  Mostly my 
sense was that they were happy it was over 
so they could go home to attend to pastoral 
concerns in their local dioceses.  There was 
also a feeling of great optimism and a sense 
that a whole new era was opening for  
the Church. 
 
     It was a great and memorable time.   
I was privileged to be a bystander to history, 
and I watched some if it unfold before  
my eyes.
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Fr. Richard McAlear, O.M.I.
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     Bishop Evans Chinyama Chinyemba, O.M.I. 
is a man of humility. 

     “I come from a humble background 
and now I am bishop of a humble 
diocese,” said Bp. Chinyemba, who has led 
the Diocese of Mongu in Zambia since 
May 2011.  “I always remind myself that 
I do not work for things of the world.  I 
work for God to do things to improve a 
small part of the world.”

     Bishop Chinyemba grew up in the 
city of Lukulu, and spent much of his 
childhood involved in activities at Sancta 
Maria Parish.  He was an altar server and 
participated in the parish’s youth programs.

     In 1984, when Bp. Chinyemba was a 
teenager, four missionary Oblates from 
Texas arrived in Lukulu and took over 
responsibility of the parish.  It was the first 
Oblate ministry in Zambia.  

     Bishop Evans and his friends referred 
to the new priests as the “white fathers.”  
It had nothing to do with the color of 
their skin, but rather that the Oblates 
always wore white cassocks.

     “The white fathers were really 
interested in working with the young 
people of the parish like me,” said  

Bp. Chinyemba.  “It was wonderful to see 
how the Americans and the Africans were 
working so well together.”

     Witnessing the impact the Oblates were 
having in his community, Bp. Chinyemba 
felt called to do the same.  He entered the 
Oblate formation program, and in 2000 
he was ordained to the priesthood in his 
home parish of Sancta Maria.  Bishop 
Chinyemba thought that he would spend 
much of his life as a simple parish priest.  
But God had other plans for him.

     After working for several years in the 
Oblate formation program, Bp. Chinyemba 
received a dream assignment.  He was 
named Pastor of St. Leopold Parish in 
Shang’ombo, a district located near the 
Angolan border where there had been 
almost no Catholic presence for years.

     Shang’ombo is in the poorest part 
of Zambia.  Its schools, hospitals and 
road network are substandard.  People 
in Shang’ombo are considered by many 
in Zambia to be second-class citizens.  
Bishop Chinyemba was thrilled to be their 
“second-class pastor.”

     But his dream ministry in Shang’ombo 
lasted just a few months.  Bishop 
Chinyemba was elected superior of the 
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A Lesson in Humility
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Oblates’ Zambia Delegation.

     And that assignment 
lasted just a few months.  In 
November 2010 he was 
elected to represent all the 
Oblates of Africa at the 
Oblate General House  
in Rome.  

     Even that assignment 
lasted just a few months.

     In February 2011 he 
was then chosen by Pope 
Benedict XVI to become the 
second Bishop of the Diocese 
of Mongu, succeeding  
Bp. Paul Duffy, O.M.I. - one of the  
original “white fathers.”  

     “My thought at the time I was 
appointed Bishop of Mongu was that God 
surely works in strange ways,” said Bp. 
Chinyemba.  “Such a short time before, 
I was a parish priest and now I was the 
Bishop of Mongu, an appointment I never 
thought would be part of my  
missionary life.”

     As the leader of the Mongu Diocese, 
Bp. Chinyemba said he can still work for 
the poor, though not quite in the direct 

way as a parish priest.

       Since his installation 
Bp. Chinyemba has been 

an outspoken critic of 
government officials who 
take advantage of the poor 
people of Mongu.  The late 
Bp. Duffy was legendary 
for his confrontations with 
the government on behalf 
of the poor - he  

even received occasional 
death threats.

     “Above all, we shall be aware 
of what Jesus is telling each one of 

us to be and do for the poor and the 
voiceless of our society,” Bp. Chinyemba 
said in his first homily to the people of 
the Mongu Diocese.  “Our voices on the 
issue of the poor will never be silenced.  
The Church’s voice will also be sound 
and clear when it comes to issues of 
justice, peace, reconciliation, morality, 
economics, education, health and other 
issues that affect our people.”

  “Above all, we 
shall be aware of 

what Jesus is telling 
each one of us to be 
and do for the poor 
and the voiceless of 

our society.”

A Lesson in Humility
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Father Vincent Patrick, O.M.I. can 
sum up his ministry in just four words: 
“This too shall pass.”

“Father V.P.” (as he is commonly 
known) is Director of the Center for 
Rehabilitation of Alcoholics and Drug 
Addicts (CRADA) in Mannar, Sri Lanka.   
CRADA provides healing for persons 
devastated by alcoholism or drug abuse.

As patients gather for group 
discussions about their addictions, they 
sit below a plaque Fr. V.P. hung on the 
wall with a simple but powerful reminder: 
“This too shall pass.”

Each year 
hundreds of persons 
whose lives have 
been turned upside 
down by addiction 
receive help through 
CRADA.  The 
organization provides 
rehabilitation and 
addictive treatment 
programs, anti-
addiction activities 
for youths and a 

variety of self-help 
programs for men, women and children.

Father V.P. started his ministry as a 
parish priest in the small fishing village 
of Pesalai.  Many men in the parish were 
turning to alcohol or drugs to forget  
their difficulties.

Father V.P. began working with 
these men to help them rid themselves of 
their addictions.  Soon the local diocese 
saw the importance of this ministry 
and initiated CRADA in 2006, with                          
Fr. V.P. as the director.  In 2009 the 

OvercOming 

Add i c t i o n
in Sri 
Lanka
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ministry was turned over to the 
Missionary Oblates.

CRADA has two objectives – 
the prevention of alcoholism and 
drug addiction and the reformation 
of those who have fallen victim to 
these two diseases.

Medical treatment includes 
seven days in a detoxification 
program.  This treatment helps 
the clients overcome withdrawal 
symptoms and allows them to 
get back to a normal sleeping and 
eating pattern.

Psychological treatment 
includes prayer, lectures, group 
discussions and relaxation therapy.  
Trained counseling staff offer 
knowledge and rehabilitation 
advice for a comprehensive sober  
living environment.

CRADA supports the formation 
of “self-help groups” such as 
Alcoholics Anonymous, Al Anon and 
Al Teen.  The organization targets 
youth with a message of temperance.

 

Despite the wide range of activities 
taking place at CRADA, there is a 
common message from Fr. V.P. and his 
team.  It is a message of hope; in knowing 
that it is possible for persons to turn their 

lives around despite what might 
seem to be impossible odds.

It’s a message that is summed 
up on a simple plaque with just four 
words, “This too shall pass.” 
 
To learn more about the work of  
Fr. V.P. and the Center for 
Rehabilitation of Alcoholics and Drug 
Addicts, visit the center’s website: 
www.crada-omi.org.

Add i c t i o n
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Oblates Press FOr 
ImmIgratIOn reFOrm

   As politicians and pundits debate the 
merits of immigration reform, Missionary 
Oblates are on the front lines, 
helping immigrants from 
around the world feel 
welcome and improve 
their lives here.

   Father Kevin 
Collins, O.M.I. is 
mentoring dozens 
of immigrant high 
school students in 
Houston, Texas 
and showing them 
that they can achieve 
the American Dream 
through education and  
hard work.

   In New Orleans, 
88-year-old Fr. John Morin, O.M.I. 
is working with hundreds of recently-
arrived Haitian immigrants.  Father 
Morin spent 40 years as a missionary on 

the impoverished island.

          Brother Lucio Cruz, O.M.I. 
is leading a team of volunteers 

who are teaching immigration 
reform advocacy and 

citizenship classes at 
three Oblate parishes in 
southern California.

   Oblates at  
St. Patrick Church in 
Lowell, Massachusetts 
are helping immigrants 
from Asia adjust to their 
new life in the United 

States by supporting 
classes in English, child 

care, American citizenship 
and nutrition.  Mass is 

celebrated in the native language 
of the Cambodian and Vietnamese 
communities of Lowell.  An Ros, the first 
Cambodian deacon and only the second 
in the world, ministers at the parish.

“Do not mistreat  
foreigners living in your 
land, but treat them just 
as you treat your own 

citizens.  Love foreigners 
as you  

love yourselves.”   
Leviticus 19:33-34
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   “The Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate have a long history of serving 
immigrant communities throughout the 
United States,” said Fr. Seamus Finn, 
O.M.I., Director of the Oblates’ Justice, 
Peace and Integrity of Creation Office 
(J.P.I.C.) in Washington, D.C.  “We 
stand in solidarity with all immigrants and 
advocate for their rights and dignity.”

   In recent years the Oblates have 
become even more outspoken in their 
support of comprehensive immigration 
reform.  Their efforts have focused 
primarily on education and advocacy.

   The Oblates support just and 
compassionate immigration reform that 
includes a process offering a pathway to 
legal status for undocumented immigrants 
already in the country.  They believe 
immigration reform principles must 
enhance family unity and address the root 
causes of immigration, such as economic 
hardship, political oppression and 
religious persecution.

   The J.P.I.C. office has published 
booklets to help people better understand 
the issue of immigration.  The booklets 
deal with issues such as U.S./Mexico 
border policy, voices of faith in 
immigration reform and Comprehensive 
Immigration Reform talking points.  
Copies of the booklets can be 
downloaded at www.omiusajpic.org.

   The Oblates have also partnered with 
organizations like the Border Working 
Group, an advocacy organization that 
focuses on issues affecting immigrants 
along the U.S./Mexico border, and the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
Justice for Immigrants campaign.

   “People of faith have always stood in 
solidarity with immigrants by supporting 

actions for comprehensive immigration 
reform,” said George Kombe Mgolwe, 
advocacy associate for the J.P.I.C. office.  
“Representatives and senators need 
to be reminded that there is a diverse 
coalition of people of faith that supports 
comprehensive immigration reform.”

   Father Finn explains that the debate 
over immigration reform should not be 
framed as Democrat vs. Republican or 
liberal vs. conservative debate.  Instead, 
it should focus on allowing all human 
beings to share in God’s creation.

   “This is why the Catholic Church 
supports immigration reform,” said  
Fr. Finn.  “It is a pro-family and  
pro-life issue.”



For years Fr. David Tarlizzo, O.M.I. 
played beautiful music on an 

electronic organ in the Immaculate 
Conception Memorial Chapel at  
Oblate School of Theology (OST) in  
San Antonio, Texas.  He often expressed 
what must have seemed an impossible 
dream: to acquire a pipe organ for the 
chapel that would do justice to the majesty 
of liturgical music.

                When the priest died in 2008 after 
a long illness, his dream seemed to have 
died with him.  But five years later his 
dream has come true.  A newly-restored 
26-rank Schantz pipe organ is in place and 
has been formally christened the Fr. David 
Tarlizzo, O.M.I. Memorial Pipe Organ in 
his memory.

        School officials dedicated and named 
the instrument in February during an 
inaugural Mass attended by Oblates of the 
Southwest Area, members of the OST 
community and donors to the project. 

      Father Ken Hannon, O.M.I. said 
that if Fr. Tarlizzo could see the Schantz 
organ, he would be extremely pleased: 
“He said that a 13-rank pipe organ 
would be sufficient; this one is twice that, 
meaning it has twice the flexibility of 

musical colors.”  A pipe organ sustains 
singing better than an electronic organ 
since it diffuses the sound throughout 
the space, whereas an electronic organ 
transmits sound in a more linear pattern, 
he explained. 

     “This pipe organ is capable of a 
wide range of music, from very light 
pieces to even the most sophisticated 
classical selections.  It can both play 
and accompany the full range of music 
we would want for both liturgies and 
concerts,” Fr. Hannon said. 

     He remembered that Fr. Tarlizzo often 
was so animated when playing the organ 
that “his movements were a big part of 
the fun.  When he really got going, he’d 
bounce up and down on the bench as  
he played.” 

     Susan Kvasnicka, a volunteer who 
previously had obtained pipe organs 
for the Chapel of the Incarnate Word 
in 2009 and Assumption Seminary in 
2010, learned from an organ builder that 
Houston’s Baptist Temple was seeking a 
buyer for a 40-year-old pipe organ.  “I 
immediately thought of OST, because 
it has this beautiful chapel and an organ 
chamber space.  I thought it would be a 
good candidate,” she said. 

     After Kvasnicka, Fr. Warren Brown, 
O.M.I. and organist Jon McMahon drove 
to Houston and evaluated the Schantz 
organ, OST bought the instrument in the 
fall of 2010.  Dismantling and removal 
from the Houston church began in  
May 2011.

     Madison Lindsey of Pipe Organ 
Specialties, Inc. in Laurel, Mississippi 

14 Oblate WOrld   -   WWW.Omiusa.Org

Pipe Organ No Longer an ‘Impossible Dream’



OctOber  2013 15

said the restoration was done in his shop 
and required about a year to complete.  
His team installed a new digital control 
and combination action system in the 
console, and the instrument received new 
drawknob and coupler action magnets, 
keys and pedal contacts.  The windchests 
were releathered and prepared for 
connection to the new relay system.  The 
console is mounted on a mobile platform 
for concerts, he said.

     Meanwhile, Kvasnicka saved the 
boxes in which pipes for the Incarnate 
Word organ had been shipped.  When the 
Schantz organ was ready for removal from 
the Houston church, she took the boxes 
to Houston in a U-Haul trailer and used 
them to pack the pipes and bring them  
to OST. 

     Installing the organ, which has 1,608 
pipes, took several months and was 
completed in December.  “The School 
did a very good job of reconfiguring the 
space exactly the way we requested,” 
Lindsey said. 

     He sounded like a proud father as 
he described the success of the project.  
“This instrument came from a very poor 
acoustic environment,” he said.  “It had 
to be reconfigured to fit the chamber 
space in the chapel, which required some 
construction and new wind lines.  It’s 
really exciting to see it in an environment 
that’s absolutely perfect for it.  It’s almost 
as if this organ had been made for this 
specific space,” Lindsey said.  “The chapel 
acoustics are ideal for this organ.  You 
couldn’t find a better space for it.” 

     Ordained in 1968, “Father Tar” shared 
his passion for beautiful organ music with 
his students at St. Anthony High School 
Seminary, where he was a music teacher 

and rector.  Father Brown was among his 
students.  “Father Tarlizzo often expressed 
his wish that the School could acquire a 
pipe organ to enhance the liturgies that 
were celebrated there,” Fr. Brown said. 

     Father Tarlizzo, who died at age 66  
in 2008, professed his first vows as an 
Oblate in 1962.  He studied philosophy  
at Our Lady of the Snows Seminary in 
Pine Hills, Mississippi and theology at 
the Oblate College of the Southwest, 
as Oblate School of Theology was then 
called. “He played the organ here all 
the time he was a scholastic,” said Jon 
McMahon, the chapel’s present Sunday 
organist.

     The priest earned a bachelor’s degree 
in music at Incarnate Word College 
in 1969 and played the organ at the 
installation of San Antonio Archbishop 
Francis J. Furey.  Later, he studied organ 
performance at Incarnate Word under 
Sr. Maria Goretti Zehr, CCVI.  He also 
studied with Dr. Elise Cambon, a noted 
organist at St. Louis Cathedral in New 
Orleans, according to his biography in the 
Oblate archives. 



 

Young Thomas Killeen began 
working on his uncle’s farm in 
Independence, Missouri when he was 
in the 7th grade.  At the time he had 
no thoughts of becoming a priest.  He 
enjoyed the physical work of lifting hay 
and shoveling manure.  

He admits to being head-over-heels 
in love with a beautiful girl in his  
8th grade class.  Even when an Oblate 
came to his school to give a talk 
about the missionary life, he remained 
uninterested.  But that quickly changed.  
“The Oblate started talking about 
Eskimos and the Arctic,” said Fr. Tom.  
“And just like that I forgot the girl 
and told my mom I was going to be a 
priest.”  But his mother was skeptical.  
“Mom said ‘no’ to Oblate seminary.  
She didn’t trust the Oblates – and she 
didn’t trust me!”

At the time Tom’s sister was 
attending a Catholic, college prep 
boarding school in Atchison, Kansas 
called Maur Hill Academy.  She told 
Tom they had a seminary program, so 
his seminary experience began there.  
“After I graduated my mom said, ‘I 
guess you’re serious’ and she allowed 
me to enter into the Oblate system,” 
recalled Fr. Tom.  

He still had hopes of working in 
the Arctic, but after being ordained he 
had to resign himself to warm-weather 
countries such as Brazil or the  
Philippines – at the time the  

 
 
 
 
Oblates didn’t work in cold- 
weather climates.  

“A year after I was ordained 
the Oblates accepted a mission in 
Greenland – the Arctic,” said Fr. Tom.  

To ease their way into Greenland, 
the Oblates – Fr. Tom along with  
Fr. John Taylor, O.M.I. and Fr. Urban 
Figge, O.M.I. – learned that it would 
be helpful to establish themselves in 
Copenhagen, Denmark since Greenland 
at the time was still governed by 
that Scandinavian country.  They set 
to work establishing a parish in the 
Copenhagen suburb of Herlev.

Father Tom moved to Greenland 
during his second year at the mission.  
“I was living in a canvas hut that I had 
taken from an air base in Greenland,” 
he said.  For three years he lived in the 
village of Itivdleq, where he learned 
the Greenlandian language.  

With the use of a small boat he 
was able to visit eight Catholic families 
living in the area.  For the next two 
years he drove the boat up and down 
the coast of Greenland three to four 
times each year to minister to Catholics 
in those remote places.  

During the winter months of 
December through June, the Oblates  
found that it was impossible to visit 
with Catholics.  They decided that an 
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airplane would be their solution.  So in 
1966 Fr. Tom left for Parks College of 
Engineering, Aviation and Technology 
at Saint Louis University.  “In seven 
months I earned enough money for a 
plane, got my license and flew back to 
Greenland,” said Fr. Tom.  

Unfortunately, he crashed the plane 
during his second flight.  “I fixed it up, 
waited two months for the ice to set in, 
then the Air Force let me use part of 
their hangar in Sondre Stromfjiord to fix 
it up properly,” Fr. Tom said.  Finally, 
after another few months, he took the 
airplane to Nuuk and began flying in 
the north of Greenland.  He said, “They 
were great flights – but none was safe.”  
He crashed the plane a 
second time while heading 
south to seek refuge  
from strong winds and 
melting snow.

Frustrated, Fr. Tom 
decided to step away from 
the mission.  He joined 
the Army in 1967.  After 
a year of training he was 
sent to a surgical hospital 
in Vietnam, where he 
worked for six months.  
His next six months in Vietnam were 
spent as a chaplain with a cavalry 
squadron.  After that he spent a year in 
the Korean Demilitarized Zone.  The 
next three years were spent in Germany.

Father Tom was visited there by 
a fellow Oblate who begged him to 
return to Greenland – so he did.  “I 
went back for seven years,” said  
Fr. Tom.  “I worked as a social worker 
for a youth club.”  When an Oblate 
took his place in 1982, he returned to 
the Army for another 13 years.  

After his retirement at age 62 he 
asked the Oblates to send him to a 

poor parish in Leadville, Colorado.  For 
the next nine years Fr. Tom was the 
parish priest to the “delightful people” 
there.  He enjoyed climbing mountains 
and skiing in his spare time.  But 
when the bishop of the diocese asked 
another order of priests to take over 
the mountain parishes, Fr. Tom found 
himself looking once more for a cold-
weather climate to call home.

At the age of 70 Fr. Tom was 
sent to Cordova, Alaska.  “I’ve been 
in paradise ever since!” he said.  “I’m 
surrounded by saints, most of whom 
aren’t Catholic.” 

Now 81 years old, Fr. Tom is 
considered to be in 
“reduced active ministry.”  
He still celebrates daily 
Mass for his 150 regular 
parishioners and monitors 
the activities that take 
place in the parish hall.   
In the summer he averages 
one funeral, one wedding 
and about three baptisms.  
The winter months  
keep him busy with  
RCIA and children’s 
religious education.  

Father Tom takes a two-hour 
walk each day.  He still enjoys hiking 
and snowshoeing – and in August and 
September he fishes.  But he also takes 
advantage of his recliner.  “I nurse my 
aching bones and take a nap,” he said.  

In fact, when he celebrated his 
50th anniversary of priesthood in 2008, 
his parishioners decided that reclining 
is what he enjoys the most – so they 
pitched in to buy him a new recliner for 
his “retirement” years.            
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More than 200 laptop 
computers are being 
used today by school 
children in Haiti, thanks 
to a group of Oblate 
Associates.

The 
computers 
were donated 
to the Oblate 
Associates 
group in 
northern 
Virginia.  The 
Associates, 
men and 
women 
who have 
chosen to partner with the 
Oblates in service to the poor, 
refurbish the computers, install 
educational programs and then 
send the computers to Oblate 
schools in Haiti.

Denny Baumann, an Oblate Associate 
who coordinated the laptop program, 
was overwhelmed when he visited Haiti 
recently and witnessed the impact the 
program was having on the lives of  
poor children.

“Seeing the 
poverty and how 
small the world is to a 
child living in Haiti, 
a computer opens up 
the world for them,” 
Baumann said.  “You 
can’t appreciate the 
impact of poverty 
until you see what 
being poor doesn’t 
get you.”

The Haiti laptop program is just one of 
dozens of outreach ministries coordinated 
by Oblate Associate groups in the United 
States and in mission lands served by  
the Oblates.  

Oblate Associates are lay, religious and 
ordained men and women who witness to 

Oblate Associates:
Living Lives That Matter

“Seeing the 
poverty and 

how small the 
world is to a 
child living 
in Haiti, a 
computer 
opens up  
the world  
for them.”



God’s love in their daily lives.  They may 
have technical, professional or pastoral 
vocations which reach the poor, or they 
may have only an hour or two a week 
to volunteer in a shelter, soup kitchen or 
literacy program.

“Each group is unique and motivated 
by the needs in their community,” said 
Geri Furmanek, National Director of the 
Oblate Associates.

In Chula Vista, California many of the 
Oblate Associates are of Filipino heritage.  
The group has been sending donated items 
to Oblate missions in the Philippines  
since 2006.

In recent years the group has focused 
on sending items to Bolduc Home, in 
Quezon City, which provides nursing care 
to elderly Oblate missionaries.

“These men left the comfort of their 
country, home and family to serve the 
Filipino people, especially the poorest 
of the poor,” said Hermie Alginay, an 
Oblate Associate from Most Precious 
Blood Parish in Chula Vista.  “Our group 
feels that by sending our donations to 
Bolduc Home, we are reciprocating to 
these missionaries who are now in the 
twilight of their life the love they shared 
and the service they gave to the destitute 
Filipinos.”

Because each Oblate Associate group 
is distinct, their outreach to the poor 
can be very different.  Some focus on 
international ministries like Haiti and the 
Philippines, while others take on local 
challenges such as visiting the sick or 
assembling care packages for men about to 
be released from prison.

Oblate Associates have been 
partnering with the Missionary Oblates 
for the past 20 years.  Associates are 

presently doing outreach in Alaska, 
California, Connecticut, Florida, Illinois, 
Iowa, Massachusetts, Minnesota, Nevada, 
Pennsylvania, Texas and Washington.

Although each group is unique, there 
are some common characteristics that all 
Oblate Associates share:

•  They gather regularly in small 
communities of mutual support, to share 
prayer and the personal conversion that is 
at the heart of evangelization.

•  They strive to live the charism of 
St. Eugene De Mazenod, Oblate founder, 
in the different aspects of their daily lives - 
family, school, business and politics - and 
by building relationships based on the 
dignity of each person and the love  
of God.

•  They consciously choose to  
care for the poor and the least among  
us through their individual and  
collective works.

The impact of the Oblate Associates 
has been immeasurable.  By teaming with 
the Oblates they have not only enriched 
their lives but also the lives of the less 
fortunate.

“The sharing between the Associates 
and the vowed Oblates is truly like a 
brother and sister relationship,” said  
Oblate Superior General Fr. Louis 
Lougen, O.M.I.  “They encourage us in 
our mission and they bring us new life.”

To learn more about the Oblate 
Associates visit www.omiusa.org 

or contact Geri Furmanek, National 
Director, at 1-877-361-4617 or at   

associates@omiusa.org.

OctOber  2013 19

Oblate Associates:
Living Lives That Matter



Where does one begin to tell a vocation story?  Many stories have episodes that 
seem to shock us out of continuing to live life as ordinary or a mentality where life is 
“business as usual.”   Life could not be more extraordinary than living in a household 
where Mom was the only female, and I was part of a clan of seven boys plus my 
father.  Mom and Dad wanted a female child, but that was not the way the good Lord 
intended it to be – hence the Scripturally perfect number of seven boys.

Mom and Dad were committed to each other from the very beginning of their 
relationship.  They had dated only three months when J. Benjamin Gaspar popped the 
question to 20-year-old Maria Guadalupe Gaspar.  She of course accepted – and thus 
began the journey of their marriage of 26 years, until my dad’s unexpected death at  
58 years of age. 

In order to best describe the experiences that have helped form me into a new 
priest with the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, I have to give an account or 
at least highlight a few of the pivotal moments in my life.  I am the eldest of seven 
boys.  Following me are my six brothers: Jose Jr., Ricardo, Alfredo, Alberto, Fernando 
and Miguel.  Jose, Ricardo, Alberto and Fernando are married; I have five nieces and 
nephews.

Each one of these persons, along with friends and other family members, has 
demonstrated to me the value of commitment and perseverance.  They supported me 
when I taught third and fifth grade at Cage Elementary in the Houston Independent 
School District.  My discernment became stronger as I dealt with family issues and 
family dynamics, my moral values and even simple life skills.  I did not know if I 
should enter the religious formation program, but family and friends helped me 
respond concretely and faithfully. 

I have journeyed for seven years through the formation program from Buffalo, 
New York to San Antonio, Texas.  I have met many people along the way.  Each one 
has added to the story leading up to May 17, 2013 when I was ordained a priest for 
the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 

The story continues, and I realize that God has indeed called me from the very 
beginning to be in relationship with Him, as He does all of His children. 

California, here I come!

If you are interested in learning more about a vocation to the Oblate 
community, please visit us online at www.omiusa.org.
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Your support of the work of the Missionary Oblates can be of benefit to you now 
and to your estate in the future.

Yes, it’s true.  Making a commitment to the Missionary Oblates using a planned 
gift can accomplish both of these objectives.  Planned Gifts include a deferred-pay 
or immediate-pay Oblate Charitable Gift Annuity which will return an annual fixed 
payment to you for life.

Planned Gifts also include beneficiary designations for insurance policies, IRA and 
401(k) accounts that may save your estate - and your heirs - from estate and additional 
income taxes.

Gifts via your Will or Trust agreement can “leave a legacy” for the Missionary Oblates to 
continue their work - the work you have supported - well into the future.

Start the process now by returning the coupon or call our toll free number.

Address _____________________________

City _________________ State ___ ZIP ______

Phone # _____________ E-mail _____________

Birth Date _______________________

Amount Considered _________________________________________________________
        ($5,000 minimum)

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
9480 N. De Mazenod Dr., Belleville, IL  62223
www.oblategiving.org   1-877-398-7687
Charitable and Planned Giving

Please send your complimentary booklet, Share Your Blessings.
 Please send me a no-obligation Gift Annuity proposal. 

October 2013



VIRGINIA RAAD
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  Virginia Raad now lives in the same home in Salem, West Virginia where she 
grew up.  But this busy 88-year-old hasn’t always lived in Salem.  As a professional 
concert pianist, Virginia has traveled all over the world. 

     Virginia began playing the piano at the age of 15.  Hoping to perfect her skills, she 
attended the New England Conservatory of Music in Boston, Massachusetts for one 

year, and then moved to France to attend the famous L’Ecole Normale 
de Musique de Paris (The National School of Music of Paris) 

where she studied for ten years.  It was there that Virginia 
received her Doctorate of Musicology in 1955.

     When Virginia wasn’t teaching piano lessons, 
she traveled the world as a professional pianist.  She 
performed throughout the United States and in many 
other countries.  She retired from that exciting career 
in 2003.   

Today she keeps busy by continuing to polish her 
piano skills, working in her garden and helping friends.  

Her 16-year-old miniature poodle Chloe keeps  
her company.

Donor Highlight: 
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   Virginia is as generous with her 
time as she is her blessings.  She is a 

proud supporter of the New England 
Conservatory of Music.  She serves 
on their board and is involved in their 
current campus rebuilding project.

Virginia came to know the Oblates 
while she was riding on a train in France.  
It was there that she read a letter from 
Fr. Edwin Guild, O.M.I. who needed 
help to build a church – known today as 
the National Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Snows in Belleville, Illinois.  

“It was why I wanted to donate to 
the Oblates,” she recalled.  “I just felt like 
it’s what I wanted to do.”  She was not in 
a position to donate at the time, but she 
didn’t forget about the Oblates.

Virginia was able to travel to the 
Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows about 
eight years ago.  “Once I got there, I 
didn’t expect the acres and acres of land,” 
she said.  “I hope to be strong enough to 
come back someday.  It’s a good place to 
go visit.”

Virginia is truly an Oblate at heart.  
“I can’t feed those kids and help in 
person, but I can help the Oblates do 
those things” she said.  “I’m glad to be 
associated with them.  I feel very good 
about it.”

“I can’t feed those 
kids and help in 
person, but I can 

help the Oblates do 
those things.”
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“We can become saints only in that place where God wants us to be.”  

 St. Eugene De Mazenod


