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Oblate School of Theology, founded and sponsored by the Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate, is a Catholic graduate and professional school which   
provides education for the church’s mission and ministry in the world.

The institution prepares persons for pastoral ministry through academic 
study and supervised practice. Through degree and certificate programs the 
School strives to educate and form candidates for priestly ministry as well as 
lay ministries. The School offers opportunities for professional continuing  
education and personal spiritual renewal to those serving in church and 
society.

Oblate School of Theology models and fosters collaboration in ministry.              
It accomplishes its mission in cooperation with formation communities and 
other ecclesial and societal institutions.

The pastoral orientation of the School requires practical and reflective                
engagement with the multi-cultural, global reality of church and society. 
Drawing upon Oblate School of Theology’s location and historical dedication 
to the Mexican-American presence in the Southwest, the learning, teaching, 
and research of the School pay particular  attention to the diverse and rich 
Hispanic reality of the Americas. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Theology and Church Life – Sometimes Uneasy Companions

There is a certain innate tension between academic theology, and its raison d’etre, and 
the legitimate needs of church authorities for clear boundaries in catechesis, pastoral 
practice and church order. It has always been so. The writings of Thomas Aquinas, now 

the measure of orthodoxy, were not easily received by the church authorities of his time. 

Given this, I would like to quote from a letter that Pierre Teilhard de Chardin wrote to his 
Superior General at a time when Rome was putting pressure on the Jesuits to keep his writings 

out of the theological mainstream. In today’s terminology, he was “being silenced.” In that context, he writes this letter, and in it 
we see how a mature theologian might handle this tension with love, respect, charity, humility, a lack of righteousness, a sensitivity 
to the situation of the larger community, and a willingness – if needed – to set aside his own need to be right in the face of other 
considerations; all this, while at the same time not violating his own conscience. His words: 

I write to you as my Superior in God, though with the frankness that is one of our Society’s [the Jesuits’] most 
precious assets.

Above all, I feel that you must resign yourself to taking me as I am; that is, with the congenital quality (or weakness) which 
ever since my childhood has caused my spiritual life to be completely dominated by a sort of profound feeling for the organic 
realness of the World. At first it was an ill-defined feeling in my mind and heart, but as the years have gone by it has gradually 
become a precise, compelling sense of the Universe’s general convergence upon itself, a convergence which coincides with, and 
culminates at its zenith in, Christ. This conviction, which now lies at the base of my whole religious and intellectual perception, has 
driven roots so deeply inside of me that I could now tear them out only at the cost of destroying everything.

In the consciousness of this progression and synthesis of all things in Jesus Christ, I have found an extraordinarily 
rich and inexhaustible source of clarity and interior strength, and an atmosphere outside of which it is now physically 
impossible for me to breathe, worship and believe. What might look to you like disrespect is really my inability to contain 
my own feeling of wonderment. Everything stems from this basic psychological condition, and I can no more change it than 
I can change my age or the color of my eyes.

Having made that clear, let me reassure you that this condition, in the end, serves to rivet me to Christianity and to my basic 
commitments within it. I can truly say – and this in virtue of the whole structure of my thought – that I now feel more indissolubly 
bound to the hierarchical Church and to the Christ of the Gospel than ever before in my life. Never has Christ seemed more real, 
more personal or more immense. How then can I believe that there is any evil in the road that I am following?

I fully recognize that Rome may have its own reasons for judging that, in its present form, my concept of Christianity may be 
premature or incomplete and that at the present moment its wider diffusion may therefore be inopportune.

It is on this important point of formal loyalty and obedience that I am particularly anxious – and it is in fact my real 
reason for writing this letter – to assure you that, in spite of any apparent evidence to the contrary, I am resolved to remain 
a child of obedience.

Obviously I cannot abandon my own personal search – that would involve me in an interior catastrophe and in disloyalty 
to my most cherished vocation; but (and this has been true for some months) I have ceased to propagate my ideas and am confining 
myself to achieving a deeper personal insight into them. In fact I have every hope that my absence from Europe will allow the 
commotion about me to simply die down and that this space will give me some breathing room to do some scientific work. 

This letter is simply an exposition of my conscience and calls for no answer from you. Look on it simply as a proof that you 
can count on me unreservedly to work for the kingdom of God, which is the one thing I keep before my eyes and the one goal to 
which science leads me.

Your respectful son in Christ, 
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin, Cape Town, October 12, 1951.

Academic theology and church life are sometimes uneasy companions, but each needs the other. Without fresh ideas we 
petrify; without clear boundaries we dissipate.

Ronald Rolheiser, OMI
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Graduation 2013: a successful year

Oblate School of Theology’s May 10 Commencement exercise saw the conferral of four Doctor of Ministry degrees 
and 24 master’s degrees, as well as 11 Certificates of Advanced Studies for Presbyteral Ministry. 

 OST also conferred honorary doctorates on Loyd Whitley, HOMI, longtime member of the School’s Board 
of Trustees; Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl, Rabbi Emeritus of San Antonio’s Temple Beth-El; and Father Eliseo “Jun” 
Mercado, OMI, PhD, a professor and former president of Notre Dame University in Cotabato, Philippines, who also 
was the Commencement speaker.  All three received the honorary Doctor of Humane Letters for demonstrating positive 
leadership in ways that exemplify the Oblate mission to serve the poor.  

 In his address, Father Mercado described many important efforts now being made to avert the predicted clash 
of civilizations that is building in many parts of the world. He urged OST graduates to build bridges of understanding 
between individuals, religions, cultures and civilizations and to look for new initiatives that will encourage people to 
rise above differences and work together for peace. 

 Father Arthur Flores, OMI, DMin, Area Superior for the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate and Vice 
Chairman of the OST Board of Trustees, presented the diplomas to the graduates, and Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, PhD, 
President of Oblate School of Theology, conferred the academic hoods.  Father Flores acted on behalf of Father William 
Antone, OMI, Provincial of the United States Province of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate and Chairman of 
the OST Board of Trustees, who was unable to attend.  

 The Master of Arts (Theology) degree was conferred on David J. Berry, Theresa Galan-Bruce, Lorenzo Scott 
Lee Hatch, Santos Ruben Jones III, George Ndung’u, Francis Uchechukwu Onyekozuru, Scott Christopher Schwind, 
Anita Schori, and James Albert Wilcox III. 

 Recipients of the Master of Arts in Pastoral ministry were Margaret Kelso Dugan Aguilar, Bernadette Navarro 
and Elizabeth Rockwood.

  Master of Divinity recipients were Innocent Ugochukwu Eziefule, Juan Manuel Gaspar, OMI, Antonio 
Gonzalez Parangueo, Lorenzo Scott Lee Hatch, Daniel Janulewicz, OMI, Christopher Gene Kerstiens, OFM, Samuel 
John Matthiesen, Kasonde Musaba, OMI, Anthony Mbithi Mutuku, Francis Uchechukwu Onyekozuru, Jason John 
Rossignol, OMI, and James Albert Wilcox III. 

  Also receiving the Certificate of Advanced Studies for Presbyteral Ministry were Innocent Ugochukwu 
Eziefule, Juan Manuel Gaspar, OMI, Antonio Gonzalez Parangueo, Lorenzo Scott Lee Hatch, Daniel Janulewicz, OMI, 
Christopher Gene Kerstiens, OFM, Samuel John Matthiesen, Kasonde Musaba, OMI, Anthony Mbithi Mutuku, Francis 
Uchechukwu Onyekozuru and James Albert Wilcox III.

 Five graduates also completed requirements 
for the Baccalaureate in Sacred Theology: Lorenzo 
Scott Lee Hatch, Kasonde Musaba, OMI, Anthony 
Mbithi Mutuku, Francis Uchechukwu Onyekozuru, 
and James Albert Wilcox III.  This ecclesiastical 
degree is offered through an affiliation with Saint 
Paul University in Ottawa and is accredited by the 
Holy See’s Congregation for Catholic Education. It 
will be conferred at a later date.

	 Doctor of Ministry recipients were Linda Marie 
Bolinski, SSCM, Freeborn Kibombwe, OMI, Joan 
Ruth Lyons and Lois Jean Paha, OP. Bolinski’s doctoral 
dissertation is titled Living in History, Living in Hope: 
The Horizon of Change within Women’s Religious 
Institutes.  Kibombwe’s dissertation’s title is Interactive 
Catechetical Instruction for Children in the Diocese of 
Mongu, Zambia.  Lyons’ is After the Last Amen: A Faith 
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IFP graduates largest class

Oblate School of Theology’s Instituto de Formación 
Pastoral/Pastoral Formation Institute and Lay 

Ministry Institute graduated 108 men and women in a 
morning Commencement exercise in the Immaculate 
Conception Memorial Chapel on Saturday, May 11.

 Father Eliseo “Jun” Mercado, OMI, a professor 
and former President of Notre Dame University in 
Cotabato, the Philippines, and an expert in the role 
of Islam in the Philippines and East Asia, was the 
Commencement speaker.

 Father Mercado shared his journey from an early 
ambition to be a politician to his call to join the ranks of 
Oblate missionaries in his native Philippines nearly 50 years 
ago, even to the point of becoming a martyr if necessary.

 He offered his experiences as “a feeble path amid fear, pain and joy and a choice with no regrets – finding the 
meaning of being a friend to the Muslims, working in partnership with them on a common word of love of God and 
neighbor, and extending my hands with faith and sincerity so that together we might destroy the barrier that separates 
Christians and Muslims in the southern Philippines.”  

  Graduates of the Instituto de Formación Pastoral/Pastoral Formation Institute include Josefina Aguilar, 
Fernando Aguilar, Anna Lisa Aguirre, Alicia S. Baldaramos, Louis A. Baldaramos, Janie A. Benavides, Juana Benitez, 
Nadine R. Berger, Anita T. Best, Marilyn S. Boerger, Diana A. Bonelli, Benny Carrasco and Carrie J. Carrasco.

Also graduating were Henry Carrera, Vicki Catala, Rosa V. Cerda, Anna M. Chapa, Andrea M. De La Cruz, 
Alfonso Delgado, Maxine Dudley, Terry E. Dudley, Margarita B. Duque, Theresa Felix, Pedro G. Fernandez, Hazel 
Flores, Mary M. Fritz, Ronald F. Fritz, Sandra S. L. Ganoa and Ana L. Garcia.

 Elvia M. Garcia, Graciela Garcia, Jesus Garcia, Andrea G. Garza, Felipa C. Garza, Arnulfo Gonzales, Juanita 
N. Gonzales, Arturo R. Guajardo, Laura E. Guerra, Gregory L. Haag, Claudia P. Hernandez, Gabriela Hernandez, Gloria 
U. Jenks, Carol J. Johnson, Rosa C. Juarez, Aide L. Lopez, Mary M. Mainz, William H. Mainz, Diana Martinez, Ginger 
A. Martinez, , Barbara A. McClain, Debra O. Menchaca, Maria de la Paz Mendoza, Robert L. Meyer, Tina R. Miller, 
Christine G. Moczygemba and Joey J. Moczygemba also graduated. 

	 IFP/PI graduates also included Alfredo Muñoz, Sara V. Nava, Guadalupe Navejas, Maria M. R. Navejas, 
Bernice A. Niemietz, Christine D. Ortega, Paula C. Palacios, Lori A. Perez, Ermelinda Piña, Edwin Polt, Greg A. 
Pratka, Jacquette (Joy) V. Pratka, Trinidad Ramirez, Yolanda G. Ramirez, Consuelo V. Reyna, Maria C. Reyna, Leonor 
Robles, Ana E. Rodriguez, Melissa C. Rodriguez, Charlton M. Ryan, Sara N. Salinas, Raul Z. Sanchez and Donna J. 
Schweers.

 Also graduating were Louise M. Scott, Joan S. Seekatz, Forrest M. Shannon, Elva Silva, Vicente H. Silva, 
Joy T. Tam, Carolyn M. Terrazas, Christopher A. Traugott, Maria de Jesus M. Trevino, Veronica Valenzuela, Vivian 
V. Vetrano, Elena R. Villarreal, Gerardo Villarreal, Martha Villarreal, Kattie M. Wells, Richard L. Wells, Joan M. 
Wiederhold and Suzanne M. Zelinski.

 Lay Ministry Institute graduates were Richard Armendariz, Lisa Arriazola, Irene Chapa-Einkauf, Gloria A. 
Flores, Judith Lynne Matull, William D. Neel, Ezekiel O’Campo Jr., Sylvia Richmond, Jesse Rocha, Rebecca Rocha 
and Barbara Sue Taft.

Community Extends Support to Bereaved Parents. Paha’s dissertation’s title is Formation for the Wives of Permanent Deacons 
in the Roman Catholic Church as Companions in Marriage and Coworkers in Ministry. 

Sister Linda Marie Bolinski, SSCM, received the Father Laboure Award for outstanding scholarship for the Doctor of 
Ministry Degree.
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Oblate School of Theology’s historic 
signature building is 86 years old 

this year, but it now has a new name:  
The Gayle and Tom Benson Theological 
Center.  Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, 
officially gave the building a new 
blessing, and the Bensons joined him in 
sprinkling the main entrance with holy 
water during a renaming ceremony May 
24. A sign proclaiming the new name was 
installed over the entrance in time for the 
ceremony. 

Mrs. Benson’s designation as an 
Honorary Oblate of Mary Immaculate 
also was publicly highlighted during 
a Mass in the Immaculate Conception 
Memorial Chapel immediately before the 
building renaming. The Bensons have 
been close friends with many individual 
Oblates for decades and have been 
leading supporters of OST and many 
other Oblate and Catholic causes. Their 
transformational $15 million challenge 
gift kicked off the School’s $30 Million 
Building on Faith campaign in 2008.    

Father Rolheiser said in his 
homily at the Mass that the Benson 
Theological Center is OST’s “historic 
signature building” and its most important 
building because “it holds most of the 
history of this campus. It was blessed in 
1927 as the De Mazenod Scholasticate, 
and it’s been richly blessed by the many 
deep, lifelong friendships nurtured in 
it.  Hundreds of Oblate scholastics lived, 
worked, studied and prayed in it.”

Father Art Flores, OMI, on behalf 
of the Oblates and the OST Board, told the Bensons, “Because of your generosity and kindness, we can educate our 
seminarians, seminarians of the archdiocese and anyone who wants to learn about theology. It’s an honor and privilege 
to name this building after both of you.”

Dr. Scott Woodward, Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean, speaking for the School community, made 
much of his and the Bensons’ shared Louisiana connection.  He played on an old Cajun song about a couple going to 
Lafayette, La., to get married: “Let’s go to Lafayette, and there we’ll change your name,” drawing laughter from the 
invited guests.  “We aren’t going to Lafayette,” he said, “but we are going to change the name, and I have the pleasure of 
saying thank you in the name of the faculty and the School, staff, administration, students for all you’ve done for us and 
continue to do for us.” Tom Benson said his and his wife’s friendships with the Oblates are very deep and precious to 
them, going back some 50 years.  “We lived right down the street from the seminary, and I think they were at my home 
more than at the seminary. It’s been a wonderful association; it’s been my pleasure and Gayle’s pleasure, to be even 
more deeply involved.  Now we are Honorary Oblates, and have these beautiful Oblate crosses they gave us to wear. We 
are very honored that you’ve named this building after us.”   

Building renamed to honor Bensons
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OST cites interfaith leadership

Rabbi Samuel M. Stahl has been at the forefront of interfaith activities since his arrival as Senior Rabbi of Temple 
Beth-El, San Antonio’s largest Jewish congregation, in 1976. OST awarded him an honorary  Doctor of Humane 

Letters degree in recognition of his longtime leadership. The degree and his academic hood were conferred at a dinner 
May 9 for all three honorary degree recipients because OST’s May 10 Commencement occurred on a Friday evening, 
the opening of the Jewish Sabbath.

San Antonio for years has enjoyed a degree of interfaith friendship and cooperation that many other large 
cities only dream about. Building on the legacy of his predecessor, Rabbi David Jacobson, Stahl worked closely with 
Archbishop Patrick Flores, the Rev. Buckner Fanning of Trinity Baptist Church and the Rev. Louis Zbinden of First 
Presbyterian Church in addressing significant issues in education, poverty and racism in the San Antonio community. 
Stahl was named Rabbi Emeritus in 2002.

“The cooperation among these leaders led the city to a new vision and an improved life,” said Dr. Scott 
Woodward, OST’s Vice President of Academic Affairs and Dean. “The greatest image that changed things was not so 
much what they did but that they stood up together and did it. For many Catholics in San Antonio, Rabbi Stahl has 
become the face of Judaism in San Antonio. He’s constantly asked to speak at various events. I’ve been on panels with 
him several times, and he’s always honest, always caring and always well prepared.”

Stahl and Rabbi Leonardo Bitran of 
Congregation Agudas Achim joined him to present a 
six-week panel discussion promoting Catholic-Jewish 
dialogue. Rabbi Stahl, a native of Sharon, Pa., is a 
past recipient of the Religious Leadership Award 
from the San Antonio Community of Churches 
(now known as the San Antonio Community of 
Congregations). “We at Oblate School of Theology 
are happy to have the occasion to honor this fine man 
of faith who is daring enough to actually presume that 
Christians, Jews and Muslims can live together in 
peace and to act as if that really should happen,” Dr. 
Woodward said. “We want to recognize him and the 
work he has done, and hold it up as an example of a 
great witness for those who come to this School and 
graduate from it.”

The rabbi said his interfaith work has been motivated by his personal experience of the painful consequences 
of racial and religious bigotry. “The result often is bullying, ostracism, persecution – and, in extreme cases, genocide. 
Sharon, Pa., had a relatively small Jewish population and a white Christian environment. Until the mid-1960s, we 
experienced what we called genteel anti-Semitism: the bigotry we encountered was polite; it was subtle, taking the form 
of innuendoes and social exclusion. How grateful I am that all this has changed for the better since Vatican II, with its 
greater openness to Judaism and other faiths.” 

In San Antonio, he discovered that interfaith cooperation was not only alive and thriving, but it began even 
long before the Second Vatican Council. Rabbi Jacobson; Catholic Archbishop Robert E. Lucey; and Episcopal Bishop 
Everett H. Jones, became the collective moral voice of this community during the 1960s. “The people of San Antonio 
turned to this trio of religious leaders for guidance on every major issue of social justice. They were largely responsible 
for the desegregation of San Antonio, together with Rev. Claude Black and the Rev. S.H. James. Desegregation in this 
city, because of them, occurred peacefully and swiftly, without the race riots and demonstrations that erupted in other 
cities,” the rabbi said.  

 “Oblate School of Theology has an exemplary record in advancing Catholic-Jewish relations,” he said, 
sponsoring the panel discussion series with Dr. Woodward and Rabbi Bitran; and the Evenings of World Faith with 
Catholic, Jewish and Muslim speakers, which continued about 10 years and always drew large, enthusiastic attendance. 
OST also hosted Walking God’s Path, a Catholic-Jewish lay dialogue program sponsored by the Light One Candle 
organization.  
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OST honors Filipino OMI peacemaker

Father Eliseo “Jun” Mercado, OMI, PhD, has dedicated his entire 50-year priest-
ly ministry to building bridges of understanding between Catholics and Mus-

lims in his native Philippines. His dedication has helped him become a recognized 
expert on Islam’s role in the Philippines and Southeast Asia in general.

Oblate School of Theology recognized the priest’s achievements as a 
peacemaker and a promoter of interreligious dialogue by awarding him an honor-
ary Doctor of Humane Letters degree at Commencement May 10. Father Mercado 
chaired the independent cease-fire monitoring committee of the Philippine govern-
ment and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front from 1998-2002. He was director of 
Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation for the Missionary Oblates of Mary Im-
maculate and a permanent representative of the Oblates to the United Nations as an 
accredited non-governmental organization.

Father Bob Wright, OMI, a seminary classmate of Father Mercado at the 
Oblates’ international scholasticate in Rome during the late 1960s, spoke of the 
honoree’s  accomplishments at a special dinner for the three honorary degree re-
cipients, although Father Mercado was unable to attend the dinner. 

  “As an Oblate seminarian from the northern Philippines, Jun was sent to work 
in the southern Philippines, in the Christian-Muslim-indigenous area in Mindanao. 

That’s marked his life ever since. Once ordained, he became a parish priest in Mindanao. He engaged in higher study of 
Islam in Rome and Cairo; but his experiences as a pastor in the southern Philippines especially gave him real expertise 
in the Muslim faith, especially in Asia,” Father Wright said. Father Mercado later served for a decade as president of 
Mindanao’s University of Notre Dame system, an Oblate-operated group of colleges whose students are mostly Mus-
lims. 

“For the past 20 years, Father Jun has been a major convener and leader of peace efforts between the Filipino 
government and the Muslim fighters, speaking out for the indigenous people. He’s been one of the primary people called 
on to promote the peace talks,” Father Wright said. 

 “He was also involved with the United Nations in Geneva and New York; in 2006-07, he became a consultant 
in peace building for the Catholic Church in Sudan.  In 2005, a terrible war was going on in Sudan between the Muslim 
north and the Catholic South. Father Jun helped them work toward an independent southern Sudan.  So it’s with great 
appreciation and delight that Oblate School of Theology recognizes Jun with an honorary doctorate for his amazing 
work, his important work, and at times threatening work, for peace in the Philippines and elsewhere,” Father Wright 
said.  

  Father Mercado told graduates of the Lay Ministry Institute and Instituto de Formación Pastoral May 11 that 
when he arrived in Cotabato in 1965, a Muslim family adopted him and showed him warm hospitality, which ignited 
“the fire of love and friendship for the Muslims and Islam” deep within him, he said.  In 1976, two grenades were tossed 
into classrooms in a high school run by the Oblates, killing seven students and injuring 40 others. One victim died in the 
young priest’s arms. He said the experience left a deep trauma that he locked inside himself.

 However, studies in Rome and Cairo deepened the priest’s understanding and appreciation of Islam. When supe-
riors assigned him to a town called Datu Piang, near Cotabato, the priest was stunned by the warm welcome he received 
there. “They remembered that horrendous event (the 1976 grenade attack), but it was a remembrance of the pain with 
forgiveness and understanding,” Father Mercado explained. 

 He was healed by the people’s goodness, hospitality, friendship, and their forgiveness toward the perpetrators 
of the violence. The priest cited three quotations that animate his ministry: The Quran’s injunction for all Muslims to 
cooperate with Christians, the urging of the Second Vatican Council for Catholics and Muslims to forget the past and 
work sincerely for mutual understanding while promoting social justice, moral welfare, peace and freedom together; and 
former Egyptian President Anwar Sadat’s  urging the Israeli Knesset in 1977 to extend hands with faith and sincerity so 
that together, Jews and Muslims might destroy the barrier that separates them. 
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Trustee Loyd Whitley praised at dinner

Oblate School of Theology would not be where it is today without the leadership of 
Lloyd Whitley, HOMI, who has provided both vision and resources.  The School 

publicly recognized his huge contributions to OST’s success by granting him an hon-
orary Doctor of Humane Letters degree at Commencement May 10. Father Ron Rol-
heiser, OMI, elaborated on those contributions at a formal dinner May 9 in the Whitley 
Theological Center, which is named for his family.    

 “Loyd has always defined himself by things beyond his work – his family, his 
community and his service on various boards and philanthropy. For more than 40 years 
before her death, he was married to Louise Rumely Whitley, for whom this auditorium 
is named,” the School president pointed out. Both Whitleys are Honorary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate. 

 “He always has had both the church community and the civic community 
at heart and has been very active in both. Loyd has served on the OST Board for 
more than 15 years, and his service has been marked by his extraordinary gen-
erosity, in terms of financially supporting the school, and by his support of the 
School’s mission by giving both his time and his vision,” Father Rolheiser contin-
ued.

 A certified public accountant and businessman by profession, Mr. Whit-
ley is known for his painstaking monitoring of the School budget and financial 
accounting. The President quipped that the executive board “was always happy 
when Loyd missed a meeting, because it was a lot shorter.”  But he added that fel-
low trustees were even happier that usually, Mr. Whitley was there, because “the 
School has been deeply served by his confidence and his vigilance in terms of our 
finances and administration.” Mr. Whitley also is a consultant on the International Oblate Investment Pool, which stew-
ards the finances of the entire congregation worldwide.  

 When planning began for the new theological center and an endowment fund in 2008, “the dream was a fantasy. 
We began seeing architects, getting bills for $200,000, getting construction bids and so on – and it’s like a taxi cab: the 
meter starts running, and this was a very large meter.  In all my years here, nothing else gave me anxiety like that. We 
were committed to doing this at a time when we didn’t have the finances and resources to do it.”

 He said Mr. Whitley’s verbal promise was absolutely crucial. “Loyd said, ‘Let’s do this; it needs to be done, 
and if you run into trouble, you can rely on me.’ We ran into trouble, but we were graced by God, and eventually, all the 
finances came through; but it was Loyd’s confidence and commitment ultimately to underwrite this that made this build-
ing we’re in tonight possible,” Father Rolheiser said. “We’re very happy that this hall is named after his wife, Louise, 
and that the complex is named after the Whitley Family.”  

 For nearly 50 years, the President continued, “Loyd has provided not merely resources but also vision. He’s 
been a huge support to the Oblate congregation. The congregation rewarded him by naming him an Honorary Oblate of 
Mary Immaculate. We want to honor Loyd for those same reasons, not just for OST but for the entire San Antonio com-
munity, and for hundreds of ministry students who have come through here, whose vision has been formed, shaped and 
deeply supported through this School,” Father Rolheiser said. 

  

If you have e-mail, you can help us at Oblate School of Theology to become 
better stewards of the environment and of our resources by allowing us to send 
you each issue of the OST News electronically. Please notify Yolanda Garcia in 
the OST Institutional Advancement Office at yolanda@ost.edu of your desire to 
receive the OST News by e-mail and the e-mail address to which you would like 
the magazine sent.
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Sally Gomez-Jung, director of Oblate School of Theology’s Theological Field Education program, topped the list of 
15 honorees at the 2013 Service Recognition Day ceremony April 23 in the Oblate Renewal Center dining room. 

Professor Gomez-Jung marked 20 years of dedicated service to the School. Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, president of 
OST, presented her with a jade glass wave to honor the milestone. 

Recognizing 10-year employees, he gave glass paperweights to Sister Laura Gonzalez, SSCJ, associate direc-
tor of the Ministry to Ministers Sabbatical Program; Oscar Gutierrez, circulation clerk at the Donald E. O’Shaughnessy 
Library; Mary Lou Libby of the OST faculty residence; Carmen Rodriguez, general service manager of the Library; Bea 
Tovar, cataloguing manager of the Library; and Virginia Ward; former receptionist at the Main Building and now Whit-
ley Theological Center’s assistant facilities coordinator .

 Receiving mounted certificates in recognition of five years’ service were Alex Arrendondo of the building main-
tenance staff; Dee Dee Bean, administrative assistant for the Lay Ministry Institute and Instituto de Formación Pastoral; 
Sister Linda Gibler, OP, associate academic dean; Gabriel Martinez, part-time receptionist at the Oblate Renewal Cen-
ter; J. Michael Parker, director of communications; Robin Rodriguez, accounting manager	and  Greg Zuschlag, assistant 
professor of systematic theology. 

15   Employees recognized

Father Bob Wright, OMI, who came to OST in 1979 to 
teach part-time, has been named a full Professor. He began 
full-time teaching in 1984 with Sister Dorothy Folliard, OP, in 
courses on Culture and Religion, and Revelation and Faith. He 
has taught Religious History of the Southwest, U.S. Religious 
History, the History of Hispanic/Latina Theology, Marian 
Theology, and the Second Vatican Council. Father Wright 
has helped generations of students of diverse nationalities 
appreciate how seriously culture must be taken in life and 
ministry and has taught some bilingual courses, helping 
students enhance their bilingual capacities. Father Wright was 
“roasted” in April during the 2013 Spring Gala. 

Father John Makothakat, Professor Emeritus of Systematic Theology at 
Oblate School of Theology and a faculty member since he came to San Antonio in 
1986, was invested as an Honorary Oblate of Mary Immaculate May 21. A native 
of the state of Kerala, India, Father Makothakat first met the Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate as a seminarian in Rome when Father Gene Salgado, OMI, 
was his spiritual director. Father David Power, OMI, recommended him to Father 
Pat Guidon, OMI, in 1986 when OST sought a professor of systematic theology. 
“Father John certainly has absorbed the Oblate charism into his priesthood. He 
has long been concerned for the poor and the most in need. He has always worked 
hard to serve the laity whether as pastor, canon lawyer, or teacher,” said Dr. Scott 
Woodward, OST’s Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean.	

Faculty Notes
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Father David Kalert, OMI, officially blessed the new St. 
Therese Terrace April 11, culminating a project that brought 

a diverse group of dedicated men and women together to create 
a welcoming space along the south side of OST’s Immaculate 
Conception Memorial Chapel.

 The space is between the chapel’s south transept and 
its stairwell, with the south wall of the building’s nave to the 
north and trees to the south. The terrace provides a comfortable, 
refreshing spot to rest, think, pray or simply to enjoy the beauty 
of the OST campus. 

Mark Wittig, who originally conceived the idea of 
building the brick-floored, open-air terrace next to the chapel, 
said his vision for the space originated several years ago as he 
walked past it while crossing the campus. “The trees triggered 
the vision,” Wittig said. “I marveled at how beautiful they 
were.”  Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, and other School leaders 
approved the project in the spring of 2012. Wittig then contacted numerous friends, all of whom quickly became enthu-
siastic about the project and agreed to help complete it.  

“We recruited nearly 50 volunteers for a work day last Sept. 1, and we got a lot done, but it became a bigger 
project than I’d anticipated; we were anxious to get it done, though, and we finished in about three weeks,” Wittig said. 

  Volunteers laid bricks of different sizes and shapes for the terrace and for the sidewalk connecting it with the front 
chapel entrance. Mary Blasko, owner of Floriscape, a plant landscaping business, provided about 50 plants – including 
Texas redbuds, Mexican buckeyes, rosemary, dwarf yaupon, bottlebrush and butterfly shrubs – to line the edges of the 
terrace next to the chapel and supervised installation of the plants and irrigation system.

Kevin Downey, chief executive officer of Crosspoint Inc., recruited 15 workers on the project; Ross and Mary 
Loeffler provided seven wooden benches; Ramiro Zapata donated architectural design services; and many others gener-
ously donated money and hours of hard work to complete the project. Crosspoint clients, who include formerly incarcer-
ated men and women seeking to reintegrate into community life, homeless military veterans, and people struggling with 
a variety of issues, enthusiastically volunteered to help with the project. 

 “We do a service project once a month, smaller projects such as landscaping and graffiti abatement,” he said. 
“This was a bigger project, and it sounded really cool.  I put it out to our clients, and we got volunteers from every group 
we serve; twelve signed up; three of us on the staff also participated. “One of our clients, a woman in recovery, had been 
very quiet before, but she really took to this project; we couldn’t slow her down. She outworked the men!” 

 About a dozen men from Shearer Hills Baptist Church, OST’s former neighbor, graciously helped with the proj-
ect, thanks to Wittig’s friendship with Wade Shelton, who invited him to speak on the project to a Shearer Hills men’s 
group. “We jumped right into it,” Shelton said. “It was kind of them to invite us back for the blessing.” 

Terrace Project builds community

1

2

Capital Campaign Progress

Goal: $30,000,000

Received to date (gifts, pledges and fundraising net 
proceeds):  $26,654,000
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