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From the Provincial
Fr. Bill Antone, O. M. I.
Dear Oblate Friends — Estimados Amigos y Amigas de los Oblatos:
As we begin our journey as a Church with Pope Francis, we are
introducing the first bilingual, Spanish-English edition of Oblate World.
Nos da gusto presentar esta pequeña revista del Mundo Oblato en forma bilingüe.
Podemos dedicar este esfuerzo a nuestro querido y nuevo Papa Francisco.
Since February of this year, we have all seen history in the making. Pope Benedict XVI
surprised the Church and the world by resigning from his pontificate. Elected in
2005, Benedict blessed us with his profound writings which, among other things,
showed how human thought and reason in the real world can support the grace-filled
logic of the virtues of faith, hope and love. By his resignation, he also demonstrated
great humility by revealing to the world the very human struggle he was experiencing
in carrying the burden of leadership as our Holy Father.
La sorpresa de la renuncia del Papa Benedicto XVI abrió una puerta inesperada a
la elección de un nuevo Papa. En las primeras semanas, el Papa Francisco ha tocado
nuestros corazones con su sencillez. En primer lugar el nombre que el Papa Francisco
escogió sugiere que quisiera, entre otras cosas, “reconstruir” la Iglesia. Así fue el mensaje
que San Francisco de Asís recibió de Cristo en las ruinas de San Damián.
Our new Holy Father has also surprised us by taking the name of “Francis” in honor
of St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226). By so doing, the Church and, yes, the whole
world, has been called back to a renewal that St. Francis epitomized: to be radically
true to the highest and the deepest values and traditions in our lives. We who follow
Jesus firmly believe that these are found in Jesus and His Gospel. The whole world
resonates with the humility of St. Francis of Assisi, his love for the poor and his even
“fraternal” relationship with God’s creation.
El Papa Francisco es conocido ya como defensor de los pobres y vulnerables. Llama
a la Iglesia, al clero y a todos los agentes de pastoral a salir e ir donde se encuentran los
pobres y más pequeños, a los ojos del mundo. Al responder de esta forma, se renovará
la Iglesia, continuando el trabajo. Se dice que San Francisco de Asís, al final de su vida,
dijo a los suyos “Hasta ahora no hemos hecho nada; vamos a comenzar de nuevo.”
Los Misioneros Oblatos de María Inmaculada nos alegramos con la inspiración que
el Papa Francisco nos brinda y deseamos también ser fieles a nuestro llamado de llevar
la Buena Nueva a los pobres y abandonados. ¡Bendiciones!
As Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate we sense the challenge of Pope Francis
and with you, our friends, benefactors and collaborators, we hope to renew our
own commitment to evangelize the poor and abandoned. Blessings of God’s Peace,
Strength and Joy! ¡Bendiciones!
		
Atentamente en Jesús y María Inmaculada,
		
P. Bill Antone, O.M.I.
		
Provincial, United States Province
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Oblate CROSSINGS
A Chapel Restored

reasons for staying,” said Fr. Valerio
Eko, O.M.I. “What seemed at first
temporary eventually became something
quite permanent.”

After more than 30 years a small
chapel in the territory of Western
Sahara has been returned to the
Missionary Oblates.
The chapel was built in 1966 by
Fr. Rafael Alvarez, O.M.I. to make
it easier for military personnel and the small Christian
population to take part in the Eucharist. In 1975 a
family moved into the sacristy and a small residence
attached to the chapel and refused to leave.
“We tried to remove this family several times, always
unsuccessfully as they claimed social and humanitarian

Urban Farming

Today the chapel is one of three houses of worship
operated by the Oblates in Western Sahara.

vegetable garden on their property. Three Part
Harmony Farm is a community of urban farmers in
Washington, D.C. who grow and sell healthy food.

The Missionary Oblates
have turned an
undeveloped piece of
ground at their Provincial
House in Washington, D.C.
into an urban garden.
Last year the Oblates were
approached by Gail Taylor
of Three Part Harmony
Farm about the idea of creating an organic

Oblates Take Part In
Caravan For Peace

The garden includes an abundance of vegetables,
fruits, herbs and
flowerbeds. It
quickly has
become a beautiful
landscape in the
middle of an urban
neighborhood.

government polices and reforms in both
countries to combat the violence.

Missionary Oblates in Texas
took part in the Caravan for
Peace with Justice and Dignity,
a cross-country tour of the United States led by Mexican
poet Javier Sicilia. The poet, who lost his son to drugrelated violence in 2011, organized the tour to advocate
for a stop to the bloodshed in Mexico and for new
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Last year the government was finally
able to evict the family. The chapel
was left in a woefully unhealthy
condition. The squatters had raised
goats, chickens and other animals in the house. It
took months for the Oblates to completely disinfect the
chapel and restore water and electricity.
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The caravan focused attention on
issues such as drug war polices, arms
trafficking, money laundering, U.S.
foreign aid policy and immigration.
About 70,000 people have died in
Mexico’s drug war since 2006 and as
many as 10,000 have disappeared.
The Oblates led several prayer services and vigils in
Laredo, Brownsville and Roma during the caravan’s
journey through Texas.
www.omiusa.org

Working For Justice

delegation of faith-based institutions
that visited the Yanacocha and Conga
mines in the Cajamarca region of Peru.

Father Seamus Finn, O.M.I.
Director of the Oblates’
Justice, Peace and Integrity of
Creation (JPIC) Office, recently
participated in two special
forums to promote justice.

The visit was coordinated with Newmont
Mining and was part of the commitment
of the respective investors to faithbased responsible investing.

In December Fr. Seamus was
part of a delegation from
Jubilee USA Network that met with White House staff.
The meeting was with Gayle Smith, Senior Director at
the National Security Council and Special Assistant to
President Obama. The issues raised by Fr. Seamus at
the meeting included debt forgiveness, vulture funds,
tax havens, responsible lending and borrowing and
international financial institution reform.
In November Fr. Seamus was part of a four-member

The visit included meetings with
government ministries, company
representatives, members of civil society, local and
national Non-Government Organizations and the Bishop
of Cajamarca, Jose Carmelo Martinez Lazaro.
Participants in the meetings discussed the impact of the
mines on the local communities as well as employment
opportunities for local residents. They also examined the
impact of the mine operations on the water, land, animal
and plant life in the region.

This DATE in Oblate History ...
July 7, 1935 – The Missionary Oblates establish
their first mission in Argentina. The Oblates began
ministering to the poor in Buenos Aires and then
expanded throughout the country. Today the Oblates in
Argentina are ministering in suburban neighborhoods,
rural parishes, shrines, hospitals and prisons.
July 12, 1931 – Belgian missionary Fr. Eudore
Hubert, O.M.I. arrives in Ipamu, Congo to begin the
Oblates’ work in the African nation. He was soon
joined by other Oblate missionaries from Belgium and
France. Today there were 135 Oblates ministering in
Congo, making it one of the congregation’s largest
delegations in Africa.
July 22, 1936 – Socialist and Communist militants
attack the Oblate house in Pozuelo, Spain. The Oblates
were made prisoners in their own home. Two days
later three Oblates were executed by the militants.
Eventually 22 Oblates became martyrs during the
Spanish Civil War.
July 29, 2007 – Fr. Ricardo Junius, O.M.I. is murdered
in his rectory in Mexico City. Many people believe

the brutal murder was in retaliation for Fr. Ricardo’s
efforts to impede the drug traffic and sale of alcohol to
minors in his neighborhood.

August 21, 1851 – Three Oblates from Canada arrive
in Buffalo, New York to minister to the immigrant
and minority populations. The Oblates establish Holy
Angels Church, the oldest parish continually staffed
by the Oblates in the United States.
September 3, 1991 – Archbishop Yves Plumey, O.M.I.
of Garoua, Cameroon is assassinated at the age of
78. He arrived in Cameroon in 1946 as one of the first
Oblate missionaries. No arrests were ever made in
connection with his murder.
September 6, 1966 – Ten thousand farm workers
take part in a rally in Austin, Texas to demand
a minimum wage. Protesters had marched for
nearly two months from Rio Grande City to Austin
to call attention to their demand. Father Antonio
Gonzales, O.M.I. led the march. Two days after the
rally Congress extended the minimum wage to farm
workers for the first time.

May 2013
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W

hen a devastating earthquake struck
Haiti in January 2010 a small
office in Lowell, Massachusetts became the
epicenter of the Missionary Oblate family.
Brother Gus Cote, O.M.I. is in charge
of the Oblate Mission Office in Lowell.
Most of his work involves communicating
with the Oblates in Haiti to support their
missions through a network of friends in
the United States.
In the immediate aftermath of the
earthquake Bro. Gus sat at his computer
for hours, praying as he waited for word
from his fellow missionaries. When
messages finally began to trickle in from
Haiti, Bro. Gus immediately set into
motion a series of e-mails, social media
postings, website updates and other
communications to share the news with
the Oblate family around the world.
The Haiti earthquake showed the
Missionary Oblates the dramatic power
social media have on communication in
the modern world. Today the Missionary
Oblates are using an abundance of social
media outlets to communicate with each
other, with their benefactors and with the
public at large.

Facebook
Facebook users can “friend” several
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Oblate ministries. A few of the more
popular destinations include:
Eugene De Mazenod
Speaks provides friends
a daily reflection or
quote from St. Eugene
De Mazenod, founder of
the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate.
The Oblates of the United States
Province use St. Eugene De Mazenod to
update friends on missionary activities
in the United States. Omiworld
connects friends with the Oblates’ world
headquarters in Rome, Italy.
Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate offers a daily prayer that is
distributed to more than 6,000 people.
Oblate Missions posts prayers and mission
updates in both English and Spanish.
Two devotional sites of the Oblates
have their own Facebook pages. The
National Shrine of Our Lady of the
Snows features a schedule of upcoming
programs and events and has coupons to
the Shrine Hotel and Shrine Restaurant.
The Our Lady of Lourdes/Tepeyac de
San Antonio – Grotto of the Southwest
page posts upcoming events at the
popular pilgrimage site operated by the
Oblates in San Antonio, Texas.
www.omiusa.org

Blogs

Oblates have the
YouTube channel
iwatchomi that
advocates on behalf
of the poor against
government injustice.

Father Harold Fischer, O.M.I.
coordinates a blog for young men
considering a vocation to the priesthood –
www.vocationsblog.omiusa.org.
The blog includes daily
meditations, upcoming events
and news about Oblate
ministries and spirituality.

Oblatesusa
offers opportunities
for spiritual growth such as
prayers, blessings and recitation
of the rosary at the
National Shrine of
Our Lady of the
Snows. There are
also videos related to
the Oblates’ mission
in Zambia.

Oblates and their comissionaries are also using
blogs to share their firsthand
accounts of Oblate missions
with friends and supporters.
Dave Garris, an Advisor for the Office
of Charitable and Planned Giving,
blogged about his visit to Zambia
with Fr. Jim Chambers, O.M.I.
His blog can be viewed at
www.oblategiving.org.

Oblatemissions
provides videos related
to the Oblates’ ministries at
the Our Lady of Lourdes
Grotto of the Southwest
in San Antonio, Texas and
Oblate ministries
in Mexico.

YouTube
Hundreds of
videos related to
the ministries of
the Oblates can
be viewed on
YouTube. Some of
the more expansive channels include:

Oblate Media, one
of the nation’s leading
producers of Catholic,
Christian and family
videos, has nearly 100
video clips uploaded on
YouTube related to the
Missionary Oblates.

Omiusaprovince features
homilies from special liturgies,
interviews with U.S. and
international Oblate missionaries
and coverage of special events
such as ordinations.
Omijpic is the channel for
the U.S. Oblates’ Justice, Peace
and Integrity of Creation Office. The
channel features videos on a variety of
issues facing Americans. There are also
videos featuring Oblate justice ministries
in countries like Brazil, Bangladesh and
the Philippines. In the Philippines the

These social media
initiatives represent a small
sample of the ways the
Missionary Oblates are using
new technologies to share the stories of
their ministries. For a listing of links to
other Oblate ministries in the United
States visit www.omiusa.org. For links
to Oblate ministries in other parts of the
world visit www.omiworld.org.
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Making Ends Meet in

I

Zambia

f faith the size of a mustard seed can
move mountains, what can faith the
size of a grain of rice do?

In the Diocese of Mongu, Zambia it
transforms lives.
The Missionary Oblates and their
collaborators took a giant leap of faith
when they decided to open a rice
processing facility at the Diocese of Mongu
Development Centre (DMDC).
For decades the centre has provided
nutritional and health services to the
people of western Zambia. But centre
officials believed that concentrating on
rice would have the greatest impact on the
community. That decision turned out to
be correct.
“Rice has become the means of
alleviating poverty for about 700 families in
our area,” said Eugene Lubinda, Director of
the DMDC. “Not only are they growing
rice to feed their families, but now it has
become a cash crop for them.”
The centre is an example of the
Missionary Oblates’ desire to take on
humanitarian projects and then move

8

Oblate World -

on to a new challenge once the projects
become self-sustaining.
Opened in 1972 by the Holy Cross
Sisters, the centre has for many years
provided food to the poor people of
Mongu, and was involved in smaller
outreach programs.
In 1987 the Oblates took over
management of the centre. Its impact on
the community increased dramatically. As
many as 20,000 families each month were
receiving food from the centre and its
network of outposts.
The Oblates relied on lay collaborators
to help them run the centre. From 1987 –
1990, Bill and Jeannie Ritter were responsible
for the day-to-day operations of the centre.
When they returned to the United States, Bill
Ritter went into politics, and eventually was
elected governor of Colorado.
“Every month we trucked more than 60
tons of food 400 miles from the capital city

www.omiusa.org

to our depot in Mongu,”
said Bill. “From there we distributed
food deep into the sub-Saharan bush. We
started poultry, fisheries and communitybuilding programs. We taught women the
importance of good nutrition and food
preparation for their families. And as AIDS
began to spread across Africa, we taught
basic health care.”
Eventually the Oblates trained local
residents to take responsibility for some
of the centre’s operations. In 2009 the
Oblates turned the centre over to the
Diocese of Mongu.
Assessing the needs of poor people
in the region, DMDC officials decided
they could accomplish the most good by
concentrating on one primary outreach
ministry. Surprisingly they found that rice,
not the most common crop farmed in the
dry land of western Zambia, turned out to
be that ministry.

generate income. Rice became a cash crop.”
The farmers bring their rice to the
centre and are paid a fair price for it. At
the DMDC the rice is processed, graded
and packaged into a finished product. It
is then sent to various markets, primarily
in larger cities to be sold.
Father Jim Chambers, O.M.I. the
last Oblate Director of the DMDC, said
the centre is a tremendous example of
sustainability. The centre is now run by
Zambians, and it is self-funded.
But even more important, the centre
has allowed local farmers to become
self-sufficient.
“The people here have very little
means, but now they are able to make ends
meet thanks to what we do here,” said
Eugene Lubinda.

“People were growing rice just to feed
their families,” said Eugene Lubinda. “We
encouraged them to grow more in order to

May 2013

Learn more about the
DMDC. Watch a video
by scanning here.
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Promoting Social Empowerment in Sri Lanka
Many of the people of the island
nation of Sri Lanka – especially the poor –
have been left disenfranchised after
30 years of violent, destructive civil war.
But the Missionary Oblates there are
taking action to give Sri Lankans greater
control over their political lives.
Father Ashok Stephen, O.M.I. is
Director of the Center for Society and
Religion (CSR). The center is helping
Sri Lankans realize human values in
economic development and social
justice. It also helps people come to a
deeper understanding of cultural and
spiritual values.
“Social instability is widely
recognized and accepted today as a root
cause of poverty,” said Fr. Stephen.
“Empowering people to think for
themselves, and stand on their own, offers
a solid and permanent way out for people
from poverty and social misery.”
Father Stephen recently spent
three months in Washington, D.C.
where he connected with human rights
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and advocacy groups through the
Oblates’ Justice, Peace and Integrity
of Creation Office. Prior to his time
in Washington, D.C. he took part in
a three-month internship program at
the United Nations, where the Oblates
are recognized as a Non-Governmental
Organization (NGO).
Much of the work of the CSR is
focused on helping Sri Lankans recover
from the effects of 30 years of civil war.
Living conditions for the poor in Sri
Lanka have not improved significantly
since the end of the war in May 2009.
“The people expected that the end of
the war would bring peace and harmony
to their lives, and would result in political
stability,” said Fr. Stephen. “Yet today
people find a great threat to genuine
democracy as the political decisions
are now in the hands of a certain
group or family that discourages public
participation.”
To remedy this unhealthy situation,
Citizen Forums were developed by the
www.omiusa.org

the local village Citizen Forum and
public outcry, the landowner had the
fence reinstalled. Today the villagers live
without fear from wild elephant attacks.

CSR to train people for public action,
especially in areas that concern the
common good. There are presently
Citizen Forums in eight of the 25
districts in Sri Lanka.
“The starting point for Citizen
Forums is based on an establishment
of democratic equivalence,” said
Fr. Stephen. “In order to establish
democratic equivalence a new sense of
identity became necessary which would
identify different groups of ethnic,
religious and cultural nature as one so
that the demands of each group could be
articulated with those of others.”
The Citizen Forums have produced
some success stories:
• About 600 acres of land had been
illegally acquired by the government in
the District of Moneragala in order to
put up a tourist hotel complex. After a
series of public protests and legal actions,
a court ordered a stop to the land grab.
• A government official acquired
some agricultural land when he
took office. He had an “elephant
fence” removed from his property.
The electric fence had prevented
elephants from crossing into a nearby
village. Because of pressure from

• In the District of Badulla, plantation
workers were not being provided basic
health and sanitary facilities. Eventually
government officials admitted their fault
and allocated funds which solved
the problem.
As Sri Lanka recovers from three
decades of war, there is still a battle
between the people in charge and the
overwhelming majority of Sri Lankans
who are just trying to make ends meet.
But thanks to Oblates like Fr. Stephen,
these people now have an opportunity to
take better control of their future.
“People are now inspired to be
aware of their own local problems and
find solutions to them through collective
actions,” said Fr. Stephen. “They now
have dignity and pride to act like citizens
in regards to their rights.”

Above: Father Stephen often protests
for better health care for the poor.
Left: As Director of the Center for
Society and Religion, Fr. Stephen
oversees programs to help Sri Lankan
women understand their legal rights.

May 2013
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Reflections on

VATICAN II

Fr. David Kalert, O.M.I.

In September of 1958, when I was asked
to go to Rome to study philosophy and
theology, I was not happy at all. I gave all the
reasons why I should not go, but my superior
decided otherwise. Since my classmate, Herb
Nelson, and I were informed somewhat
late, we had to hurry to obtain passports and
visit our families to say good-bye before our
seven-year absence from them.
We sailed from New York on October 3,
1958. Periodically during the Atlantic crossing
we were informed that Pope Pius XII
was not doing well and that his health
was deteriorating. On October 9 the
announcement came that the Pope had died.
On October 14, the day we arrived in Rome,
Pius XII was buried in St. Peter’s Basilica.
Classes were delayed for a week. That was
very fortunate since we had arrived so late.
Then the excitement began with the calling
of the conclave to elect the new Pope. At
the end of each session of the conclave we
would hurry by foot to St. Peter’s from the
scholasticate on Via Vittorino da Feltre near
the Coliseum. After several of these trips we
decided to wait until we heard the news of
“white smoke.” On St. Peter’s Piazza there
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was talk of Archbishop Montini, even though
he was not a cardinal at that time. When it
was announced that the new Pope was Angelo
Giuseppe Roncalli, the big question was
“Who is he?” That was October 28, 1958.
The comment was made that Roncalli
wouldn’t be around long due to his age and
that he was a transitional Pope. He took
the name John XXIII. Why and how he
chose that name has been the topic of much
discussion. I personally believe he chose it for
the simple reason that it was a family name and
also his middle name. Why complicate things?
As was the tradition in those days at the
scholasticate in Rome, whenever the Holy
Father went somewhere for Mass or a
ceremony, the scholastics were “encouraged”
to go. When John XXIII announced the
Vatican II Council at St. Paul’s Outside
the Walls on January 25, 1959 we were
privileged to be there. To say there
was an element of surprise would be an
understatement. I remember walking back
home with another seminarian, wondering
what all this would mean. Changes in the
liturgy? The vernacular? Married clergy?
Little did we know then the extent of the
impact of Vatican II.
www.omiusa.org

POPE JOHN XXIII
The person of Pope John XXIII was
totally refreshing. It was a delight to be
there to see him in person. The night of the
opening of the Council was an indication of
his typical way of relating with the Church,
the people. The tape of that opening
night is played frequently on YouTube.
Aggiornamento / “opening up the windows”
was energizing and exciting. His simple and
sometimes humorous approach was really
appreciated and enjoyed. He might have been
a “transitional” Pope, but what a transition that
was! He gave a whole new meaning to the
expression “the Holy Spirit is alive and well!”
THEOLOGICAL DIALOGUE
The time between the calling and the
beginning of the Council was for theologians/
periti to provide information to the bishops and
to the Church and world at large. There was
an openness that engaged those needing this
information, but also anyone waiting for this
moment. At our own Oblate scholasticate we
enjoyed visits from a number of theologians,
such as Karl Rahner, S.J., Hans Küng, Edward
Schillebeeckx, O.P.,Yves Congar, O.P. and
others. Discussions about Church, the People of
God, Revelation and ecumenism, etc. were all
the hot topics of the day. This was a wonderful
time to be studying theology! Perhaps we did
not realize it at the time, but theologians were
rightfully acknowledged for the gifts they bring.
There was a real spirit of openness.
OBLATE BISHOPS AT VATICAN II
Besides the excitement of the Council itself,
we, the Oblate seminarians in Rome, had
the pleasure of living under the same roof
with about forty Oblate bishops from all over
the world. We served their private Masses
(remember, this was before the changes in the
liturgy). They were also called upon to share
their experiences and Council thoughts with

us. Having them with
us put flesh on what the
Council meant and would
mean in the future. While
they were optimistic, they
realized the difficulty ahead
of them to bring the reality
of the Council home to
Fr. David Kalert, O.M.I.
their people scattered all
over the world. We know
what a difficult task they faced to implement
the changes and directions of Vatican II.
DEATH OF JOHN XXIII AND
ELECTION OF PAUL VI
Thousands paid respect to Pope John XXIII
as he was waked day and night at St. Peter’s.
His body was placed over the confessional
in front of the main altar. Seminarians from
the various colleges were called upon to take
turns during the wake. The Oblates had some
ungodly hour – one or two in the morning.
Nonetheless, people continued to stream past
his remains.
There was some fear that the Council
would not continue its same momentum after
the death of John XXIII. Pope Paul VI was
elected to continue the process, seeing the
Council to its conclusion.
CONCLUSION
Looking back at the times during the
Vatican Council, I yearn for the openness that
existed then. While there were fears, there was
a spirit of sharing and trust in one another and
the Holy Spirit. Dialogue was expected. The
sense of excitement and freshness has certainly
faded with suspicions and lack of trust.
While I was not thrilled about going to
Rome to do seminary studies, this proved to
be a very special time in my life. Being in
Rome with Oblates from all over the world
and the experience of Vatican II left a lasting
impression on my life. Certainly a gift!

May 2013

13

Oblate Youth Ministry in SAN ANTONIO,Texas

I

t is so important
for young people
to grow up in a
loving, faith-filled
environment. Father
Leo Perez, O.M.I. is
well aware of this fact –
that a supportive
family and faith in
God are often a
recipe for success in a child’s life.
As a child, Leo and his family were
actively involved in their parish,
St. Martin’s in Kingsville, Texas. The
parish was run by the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate. Leo looked up to
the missionaries who were so much a
part of his life. In fact, Leo decided that
he wanted to be just like them when he
grew up.
Father Leo was ordained to the
priesthood in 1984. His first assignment
was in Puebla, Mexico where he
worked on the Archdiocesan Youth
Ministry Team for four years. For three
of those years he also helped young men
discern their own dream to become an

14
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Oblate, in his role as Vocation Director
for the newly-established Oblate
Province of Mexico.
In the years that followed, Fr. Leo
kept busy. He worked in parish
ministry, studied in Rome and taught
Moral Theology at Oblate School of
Theology while serving as a part-time
chaplain at St. Anthony High school in
San Antonio, Texas.
Today Fr. Leo is Director of the
Lourdes Grotto Ministries in San Antonio,
allowing him to work with youth once
more. “Youth outreach is vital to
the Church,” said Fr. Leo. “And the
young people themselves make the best
ministers to other youth when they are
given just a little support from adult
sponsors.” Father Leo is helped by an
Oblate seminarian, Bro. Jason Rossignol,
who has taken the responsibility of
coordinating youth ministry at the grotto.
Every November the Oblates at the
Lourdes Grotto and Guadalupe Tepeyac
sponsor a Youth Rally. These special
gatherings have been an Oblate tradition
for ten years. “Lately we have had an
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average of 300 youth attend this event
from all over Texas,” said Fr. Leo. “The
students hear inspiring testimonies,
join in spirited songs and take part in
Reconciliation and Eucharist.”
Father Leo is planning the 4th
annual Oblate Musical Camp, which will
take place June16 – 22. This program
was modeled after Youth Sing Praise – an
event that has been held at the National
Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in
Belleville, Illinois for 31 years.

Just as the Missionary Oblates
themselves, the Young Oblates
want to reach out a helping hand to
people in need. They hope to travel
to Brownsville, Texas in the fall for
a mission trip. As they walk in the
Missionary Oblates’ footsteps, the young
people plan to share the Gospel with the
poor in the spirit of St. Eugene
De Mazenod, the Oblate founder.

Oblate Musical Camp is open
to all teenagers from 9th grade
through age 19. “The students
learn a production in six days and
have spiritual sessions with youth
ministers those six evenings,”
explained Fr. Leo. “Last year’s
acclaimed performance of Les
Miserables showed the artistic and
musical maturity which the group
has attained.” This year the group
will perform Oklahoma!
A separate group of youth in San
Antonio, the Young Oblates, is made up
of 40 students from St. Anthony. This
special group has also been in existence
for ten years.
The Young Oblates gather weekly
for prayer and reflection on the Oblate
charism. Part of their ministry is to work
with homeless men and women. They
offer meals once each month to the
homeless, taking the time to pray, sing
and offer spiritual support to those in
need. The group also provides them with
used clothing and toiletries. Funding for
the Young Oblates’ homeless ministry is
provided by donations gathered during
special Masses at the grotto as well as
from their own fundraising efforts.

May 2013

“One of the main objectives
is to form the Young Oblates
in the Oblate values of
sharing the Good News of
Jesus Christ with the poor
and most abandoned.
Our main responses have
been to visit local children
in foster care/protective
custody and to work in
collaboration with local
church groups to feed the
homeless each month.”
Bro. Jason Rossignol, O.M.I.
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Together in Faith: FR. HARRY WINTER, O.M.I.
Every year the Dominican sisters who
taught at Holy Family Catholic School in
Norwich, New York invited a vocation
director to visit with the students. Young
Harry Winter’s ears perked up when an
Oblate priest, Fr. William Lawless, came
to discuss vocations.
“I kept in touch with him throughout
my four years at a public high school,”
recalled Fr. Harry. “After graduating, his
successor invited me to an Oblate ‘Come
and See’ program held at Our Lady of
Hope Seminary in Newburgh, New
York.” Father Harry began his first year
of college with the Oblates in late
September 1955.
Father Harry admits that he was drawn
to the Oblates because of their work
with the native people of Canada. “I was
so impressed with books about Oblates
working in the Arctic with Eskimos,” he
recalled. “But then I found out how cold
it was in the evenings,” he joked.
Before long the Oblates discovered
that young Harry was quite the
intellectual, and so he was asked to go
to Rome to study at the Gregorian
University. He professed his perpetual

16

Oblate World -

vows in 1961 in Roviano, Italy and was
ordained in Rome in 1964.
Father Harry’s first assignment was in
1965 as an Instructor of Theology at the
Oblate College in Washington, D.C. He
then spent three years earning a doctorate
at the University of Pennsylvania.
Father Harry returned to the Oblate
College in 1970 as a professor of philosophy
and theology. “It was hard to be a teacher
in seminary at that time,” he recalled.
“Vatican II changes were happening and the
turmoil scared the students.”
But over the next five years Fr. Harry
helped the seminarians change their
outlook. “Ecumenism and liturgy were the
‘in’ things,” he said. Father Harry worked
with the Oblate seminarians to embrace
this movement. “It was amusing to watch
as the seminarians realized that Protestants
were good Christians, too,” he laughed.
Ecumenism eventually became the
primary focus of Fr. Harry’s ministry.
From 1977 to 1979 he worked as Associate
Director of the Texas Conference
of Churches. Its goal was to create
opportunities for Christians of varying faith
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traditions to build relationships, worship and
witness together.
From 1979 to 1994 Fr. Harry served as
pastor in four different dioceses, and on the
ecumenical commissions in each location.
He first worked at Holy Family Church
parish in Pearisburg, Virginia where the
Oblates ministered to hikers who found
shelter at one of the five hostels along the
Appalachian Trail. Interestingly, during
his time at this parish, Fr. Harry offered
assistance when two hikers were murdered
on the trail. During the investigation into
the murders the Appalachian Trail was
closed, so Fr. Harry hosted 75 hikers at an
Oblate-maintained hostel. He also helped
the family of one of the victims identify
her body.
Father Harry moved just across the
border to West Virginia to serve
St. Andrew’s Parish in 1982. He worked
there for nine years as the Catholic
director of the first Presbyterian-Roman
Catholic retreat center in the world.
His next assignment was St. Ann Parish
in Fayetteville, North Carolina. This
predominantly black parish had met for
Mass in a barber shop in 1939 until a church
building was constructed and dedicated in
1940. A parish school opened in the 1950s –
one of the first integrated schools in North
Carolina. When Father Harry became
the parish’s pastor in 1991, it was his first
experience serving a parish with a school.
He found himself very involved in the
school, celebrating weekly Mass with the
children and assisting with the preschool and
afterschool programs when the classroom
aides weren’t able to work. Because the
school was near Fort Bragg, white and
Korean students became a large part of the
student body. In fact, Fr. Harry finalized
plans for the Korean Catholic community to
become part of the parish.

Father Harry left parish ministry from
1994 to 1998 and found himself once again
at the Oblate College in Washington, D.C.
This time he served as the school’s president.
During his tenure he founded the Oblate
Center for Mission Studies. At the end of
his service, however, he had the difficult
task of closing the school’s doors forever.
In 1998 Fr. Harry re-entered parish
ministry as pastor of St. Rose of Lima in
Buffalo, New York. This church also had
a school, but unlike his previous assignment
at St. Ann, St. Rose of Lima’s enrollment
numbers were decreasing steadily.
Unfortunately, when the Oblates turned
the parish over to the diocese in 2006, the
school was closed shortly thereafter. Once
again Fr. Harry moved on, taking on the
challenge of teaching seminarians – but
this time at the Oblate Pre-Novitiate in
Buffalo, New York.
Today Fr. Harry enjoys working in
a Polish parish – St. Casimir’s in St. Paul,
Minnesota. He provides in-residence help
to the pastor, Fr. Bill O’Donnell, O.M.I.
“I celebrate weekend Mass and fill in when
help is needed for funerals, weddings and
daily Mass,” he said. Father Harry also acts
as the North Central District Superior for
the U.S. Oblates.
While Fr. Harry was never able to
experience firsthand the cold nights of the
Arctic, he is able to immerse himself in his
other passion: bringing together people
of different faiths and backgrounds. He
continues his ecumenical teaching by
working with laypeople and
maintaining a website
about Oblate
ecumenism.
For more information
about Fr. Harry
and his ministry,
visit www.harrywinter.org.
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An Oblate Tradition:
CHRIST the King Retreat Center
“Welcome to the home of Christ
the King! You have the second best
room in the house. Jesus is here…
He has the first.”
Father Al Svobodny, O.M.I.
is the first friendly face to greet
retreatants as they enter Christ the
King Retreat Center in Buffalo,
Minnesota. This 90-year-old Oblate
specializes in hospitality – as well as
jokes. He is just one of the many
reasons why people keep coming
back time and time again to this
special retreat center. Visitors to
Christ the King come seeking sacredness,
peace, tranquility and the opportunity to
find comfort in the Lord. “They’re happy
to ‘come back home’ year after year,”
explained Fr. Al.
Close to 7,000 visitors to Christ the
King were greeted by Fr. Al in 2012. The
Retreat Center makes it easy for guests to
return multiple times each year, by offering
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55 retreats by the in-house staff, ten
“sponsored retreats” with guest speakers
and 90 other retreats for special groups.
The typical retreat at Christ the King is
made up of 50 people from 35 different
cities. The center offers something for
everyone, welcoming
people of all faiths and
beliefs. “Our main
responsibility,” noted
Fr. Al, “is to reach out
to Catholics who are
interested in increasing
their relationship with
the Lord.”
Christ the King
Retreat Center was
founded by the Missionary Oblates in
1952. The facility has experienced four
phases of renovation and expansion
in the last 60 years, so that it now can
accommodate 130 guests in 68 rooms.
The center includes two conference
rooms, two chapels and two dining rooms.
The main attraction on the five acres of
land owned by the Oblates is the view of
www.omiusa.org

Lake Buffalo – 58 of the guest rooms face
the peaceful lake.
The Oblates were pleased to learn of a
local story about the land upon which the
center is built. According to an Ojibwa
Native American legend, the natives had
called the land Dabinawa, a word meaning
“a place of shelter, peace, quiet and
solitude.” The Oblates are using the land
in the same way as its original “owners.”
Father Jim
Deegan, O.M.I. is
the Director of Christ
the King. “We keep
busy 11 ½ months
out of the year,” he
said. “We close only
to celebrate Christmas.
We’re filled to capacity
probably 80% of the year.” But retreats
aren’t the only thing keeping the staff
busy at Christ the King. Faithful people
also visit for guidance. “We do a lot of
spiritual direction throughout the week
and on a monthly basis,” said Fr. Jim.
Christ the King
offers a special benefit
to retreatants – the
retreats are hosted by
a team rather than one
person. The “team”
consists of three Oblates
and a Franciscan
sister. “I think most
of us here really enjoy
preaching the Word of God and being
part of the Oblate charism,” said Fr. Jim.
“Everything we do is as part of a team.
As an in-house team we offer 155 days of
programming each year.”
As part of the preaching team at
Christ the King, Sr. Brenda Rose Szegedy,
OSF has found that she enjoys ministering

with the other team
members. “It has been
a real blessing,” she
said. “In planning and
preparing for prayer
experiences, we have
a real collaborative
way among us. It has been a beautiful
experience for me.”
Sister Brenda Rose had never heard
of the Oblate founder, St. Eugene
De Mazenod, before joining the Oblates
at Christ the King five years ago. “A
lot of the Franciscan charism is parallel
to St. Eugene’s,” she said. Sister Brenda
Rose is a member of the North American
Conference of Oblate Retreat and
Renewal Centers (NACORRC) and has
learned a great deal about the saint from
the Oblates who are also part of the annual
conference. “Within the three days of
the conference, I get a lot of input from
the Oblates about the spirit, mission and
spirituality of St. Eugene De Mazenod,”
she said. “It becomes the focus of our
days together.”
“He was so focused
on reaching out to the
poor – and the poor come
to us in so many ways.
They are willing to share
their vulnerability – their
poverty of spirit – while
trying to find out where
God is leading them,” she
explained. “Saint Eugene was also close
to the people,” she continued. “And we
certainly become close to our retreatants.
It may be a short-term relationship, but
it’s on a deeper level,” she said.
“We serve the retreatants, but they
also serve us through the witness of their
faith, their prayer and presence.”
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“Make the Most Important
Call of Your LIFE”
Fr. Al Svobodny, O.M.I.
My name is Fr. Al Svobodny, O.M.I.
I am stationed at Christ the King Retreat
Center in Buffalo, Minnesota. On June 4
I will celebrate 64 years as a priest and
69 years as a Missionary Oblate of Mary
Immaculate. Every day of my priesthood
has been a great joy and blessing.
I thought about becoming a priest when I was in the fifth grade in school. We
were asked to save pennies to “ransom babies” in China. The lure of being a priest
in the missions stirred my interest. It planted the seed of a vocation in my heart. In
time, through prayer and more information, it bore the fruit of a vocation to the
priesthood.
At home the family rosary was a common practice. My parents attended daily
Mass whenever I served as an altar boy. My parents inspired me and encouraged
me in my vocation. I met Fr. Peter Minwegen, O.M.I. when I graduated from the
eighth grade. I was deeply impressed by him and so I entered St. Henry’s Minor
Seminary in 1937. I spent six wonderful years learning about the priesthood and the
Oblates. Missionaries from all over the world would stop and tell the students about
their missionary experiences.
I was ordained to the priesthood June 4, 1949. I have traveled to our missions
in Japan, Haiti, the Philippines, Brazil and Mexico. For 14 years I was Vocation
Director for the former Central Province. I traveled 50,000 miles a year giving talks
at grade schools, high schools and colleges. We promoted vocation and mission
rallies to encourage vocations. I was also Mission Procurator and was able to visit
parishes to talk about and take up a second collection for the missions.
My main message to anyone interested in the priesthood is very simple – you
must have three “bones” to be a priest: A “wishbone,” a “funny bone” and a
“backbone.” Anyone who has these three “bones” with ordinary health and
ordinary piety can be motivated and nurtured into a priestly or religious vocation.
I invite you, if you have any interest to know more about the Oblates of
Mary Immaculate, to please call Fr. Charles Banks, O.M.I. He can be reached at
vocations@omiusa.org or (210)-340-3732. It could be the most important call of
your life!
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Name the Missionary Oblates
as a Beneficiary of
Your ESTATE

D

id you know it takes less time to
increase your support for both the
Missionary Oblates and your heirs than it
does to drink a cup of coffee? And you can be tax-wise and generous at the
same time!
A retirement asset such as an IRA or 401(k) can grow fairly rapidly
because it is tax-deferred. Upon one’s death, these assets pass tax-free to
one’s spouse. But set your coffee cup down for this one: an IRA or 401(k)
may be among the worst assets to pass on to your heirs upon your death.
They are subject to both federal and state income taxes, that may depreciate
their value by 42% or more.
If you want to leave a legacy for your heirs AND for the Missionary
Oblates, consider this: leave your after-tax assets to your heirs, but name the
Oblates as the beneficiary of your IRA or 401(k). Your children and the
Oblates will receive more funds that way!
Making this gift is far easier than changing your Will. Simply ask
the administrator of your IRA or 401(k) for a “Change of Beneficiary”
form. Consider naming the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate as the
beneficiary on this form, and let the administrator know what percentage you
want to leave to the Oblates (0-100%).
Our legal title is “Oblate Missionary Society, Inc.” and our Federal Tax
Identification Number is 26-0634043.
Mail in the form – then enjoy your cup of coffee! And know that you are
helping the Missionary Oblates spread the Gospel to all corners of the earth!
For more information, please contact Kaitlyn at 1-877-398-7687 or
visit www.oblategiving.org.

May 2013

21

Donor Highlight:

Pat Riek
When Pat Riek’s mother passed
away in 2000, she knew exactly what
to do with the money from the estate:
she established a burse and an annuity
with the Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate in her honor. The burse
would benefit a seminarian as he studied
to become an Oblate priest or brother.

focus
on
education.
In Texas the
Oblates run the
Oblate School of Theology. In Zambia
the Oblates are opening preschools and
have a flourishing seminary system.

Pat first met the Oblates when she
moved from Corpus Christi, Texas to the
Rio Grande Valley
in 1969. She enjoys
visiting a nearby
Oblate parish –
Our Lady of
Guadalupe in
Mission, Texas,
(pictured to the
right) where Oblate
Frs. Roy Snipes, Jim
Pfeifer and Richard
Philion work. “I
enjoy Fr. Snipes’
‘Tex-Mex’ style of
saying Mass,” she
said. “It’s popular
with the ‘Winter
Texans,’ ” Pat said,
referring to people
who move from the
northern states to Texas during the cold
winter months.

Pat’s ministry was as a teacher
for 33 years. She worked in several
Texas school districts,
including Austin for
three years, Corpus
Christi for one year,
Edinburg as a school
counselor for twelve
years and McAllen for
16 years. She also lived
for a short time on the
island of St. Croix in the
Virgin Islands, where
she taught during the
day and worked in a
hotel in the evenings.
“It was challenging,”
she reflected. “It was
extremely expensive to
live there, but it was a
real paradise.”

Pat relates to the Oblates in more
ways than their shared faith. Many of
the Oblates’ ministries around the world
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While in McAllen, Pat took on the
challenge of teaching English as a second
language to high-school level Spanishspeaking immigrants. “It takes several
years for them to adjust to living in
the United States,” she said. “English
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is difficult to learn.” She taught
immigrants for eight years. “They
complained the whole time!” she joked.

and culture. She’s visited every major
Mexican city. “I studied Spanish in
Mexico City one summer,” she said.
“I’m about 80% fluent in Spanish.”

As a 72-year-old retired educator,
Pat is thrilled to be able to give back
Pat does not like to slow down. She
to the Oblates in a variety of ways.
maintains two homes – her own and
“I’m very happy with my
the house her mother left her.
annuity,” she said. “And
For nine years she has been
“I’m very
when I die, I’m going
active with the Catholic
to remember the
Daughters of the
happy with my
Oblates in my Will.”
Americas (CDA). She
annuity. And when
writes newspaper articles
In her own
I die, I’m going to
and is the group’s
way,
Pat has walked
remember the Oblates
photographer. In 2010
with the Oblates as
in my Will.”
she traveled to another
a missionary. She
Oblate-rich area, Buffalo,
has taught the most
New York for the CDA
abandoned, traveled great
National Convention.
distances and surrounded
Pat’s hobbies include caring for plants,
enjoying the company of her two border
collies, visiting with friends and traveling.
When she has the time, she travels to
Mexico to immerse herself in the language

herself with different cultures. And –
just like the Oblates – she is willing
to give of herself to benefit people in
need. The Oblates are blessed to have
her as a friend.

Pat often worships with the
congregation at Our Lady of Guadalupe
Church in Mission, Texas.

“I enjoy
Fr. Snipes’ ‘Tex-Mex’
style of saying Mass –
it’s popular with the
‘Winter Texans.’ ”
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“Let’s hope that with the grace of God I will succeed.”
St. Eugene De Mazenod

