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Gaspar ordained priest

Bishop Gerald Wiesner,

OMI, Bishop-emeritus of Prince

George, B.C., Canada, ordained Fr.

Juan Manuel Gaspar, OMI, on May

17, 2013, at the Immaculate Concep-

tion Chapel at Oblate School of Theol-

ogy in San Antonio.

Fr. Juan was born in 1977 in

Houston. He is the oldest of seven sons

born to Mexican immigrants, Maria and

the late Benjamin Gaspar. Before enter-

ing the Oblate pre-novitiate in Buffalo,

N.Y., in 2006, Juan earned a B.A. de-

gree from the University of St. Thomas

in Houston.

Following graduation, he taught

in elementary

schools in

Houston. After

novitiate in

Godfrey, he

pronounced his

first vows in

2008 and since

that time, has

been a member

of the George

Sexton House

of Studies com-

munity in San

Antonio. During

the 2011-12 school year, he was at St.

Jude Shrine in New Orleans for his

pastoral internship. He received his

First Obedience to the U.S. Province

from the Superior General. The Pro-

vincial, Fr. William Antone, OMI, has

assigned him to Santa Rosa Parish in

San Fernando, California.

Bishop Wiesner will also ordain

by Fr. Jim Allen, OMI

Continued on page 3

Fr. Andrew Small, OMI,  holds the iPad as the pope
launches the smartphone app Missio Fr. Small created,
during an audience at the Vatican.

Pope Francis and the US Pontifical Mission So-

cieties have joined the smartphone league by launching a

new mobile application called Missio (Mission) featuring

latest news and video about the Catholic Church.

Marking a unique connection between the digi-

tal and the religious, the application is designed to give

Catholic perspectives on world news and also moral dis-

courses by the Pope.

US director of the Pontifical Mission Societies

Fr. Andrew Small, OMI,   said “The app is a way for

the church and our Holy Father to reach the growing num-

ber of the world’s people who have access to handheld

mobile devices, a way to connect as the body of Christ.

The Church hopes to put the gospel in the pocket

of every young person in the world,” he added.

Continued on page 4

Pope Francis launches Missio

T
hree Oblates finishing their

scholasticate studies in May in

San Antonio are also celebrat-

ing their ordination to the priesthood.

Bishop Wiesner annoints the ordinand’s hands.
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  In the book of Revela-

tion, it is written:  Behold, I

stand at the door and

knock. If anyone hears my

voice and opens the door,

then I will enter his house

and dine with him and he

with me.” (Rev. 3, 20)

How essential it is for us as

Christians to open the door!

Surprisingly, though, Pope

Francis, in a simple talk he

gave to members of

ecclesial movements (May

18, 2013) turns this image

of Jesus knocking on the door of our

hearts on its head.   He asks: “How

often is Jesus inside and knocking at

the door to be let out…? And we do

not let him out because of our own

need for security, because so often we

are locked into ephemeral structures

that serve solely to make us slaves

and not free children of God.”

The Holy Father, during these

first months of his pontificate, has con-

sistently challenged the Church to be an

outgoing, missionary Church.  He pro-

poses “Mission” as the primary para-

digm, similar to the point made by Fr.

Stephen Bevans, SVD, at our recent

province Convocation in Belleville.

Bevans said, “the Church does not

have a mission, rather the Mission

has a church.”  There is much to be

rightfully concerned about on the inside

of the Church, but what about the needs

and sufferings in the world “on the out-

side”, especially the world of the poor?

Echoing one of his themes, in

the May 18th talk referred to above,

Pope Francis says “The Church must

step outside herself. To go where? To

the outskirts of existence, whatever

they may be, but she must step out.

Jesus tells us:  “Go into all the world!

Go! Preach! Bear witness to the Gos-

pel!” (cf. Mk 16:15). But what hap-

pens if we step out-

side ourselves? The

same as can happen

to anyone who

comes out of the

house and onto the

street: an accident.

But I tell you, I far

prefer a Church that

has had a few acci-

dents to a Church

that has fallen sick

from being closed.”

The Holy Father con-

tinues:

“We cannot

become starched

Christians, those

o v e r - e d u c a t e d

Christians who

speak of theological

matters as they

calmly sip their tea.

No! We must be-

come courageous Christians and go

in search of the people who are the

very flesh of Christ…!

 “When I go to hear confessions

… I would always ask them: ‘Do you

give alms?’ — ‘Yes, Father!’ ‘Very

good.’ And I would ask them two fur-

ther questions: ‘Tell me, when you

give alms, do you look the person in

the eye?’ ‘Oh I don’t know, I haven’t

really thought about it.’ The second

question: ‘And when you give alms,

do you touch the hand of the person

you are giving them to or do you toss

the coin at him or her?’ This is the

problem: the flesh of Christ, touch-

ing the flesh of Christ, taking upon

ourselves this suffering for the poor.”

Oblates and those with whom

we work are often “out there” touch-

ing the poor and working “where de-

cisions affecting the poor are being

made”. (Rule 9a)   Because of this, in

some respects, it’s not easy to be an Ob-

late.  The “oblation” part is a life-long,

daily offering which is both counter-

intuitive and counter-cultural, and yet

thankfully, “Our apostolic zeal is sus-

tained by the unreserved gift we

make of ourselves in our oblation,

an offering constantly renewed by

the challenges of our mission.”

(Constitution 2).

While it is challenging to be an

Oblate or an Oblate collaborator, it’s

probably even harder to be a seam-

stress in Bangladesh.  I noticed that

the label on one of my favorite shirts

says “Made in Bangladesh”, and I

wonder who really made it in

Bangladesh?  In this impersonal world,

I wish the label would give me a name:

perhaps, “Made in Bangladesh by Ms.

Reshma Begum” who miraculously

survived 17 days under the rubble of

the April 24, 2013 collapse in which

Fr. Antone with Oblate classmates Bishop Norbert

Andradi and Fr. Gamini Silva in Sri Lanka.
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another alumnus of the San Antonio

scholasticate, Deacon Daniel

Janulewicz, OMI, on June 10, 2013,

at St. Eugene de Mazenod Parish in

Brampton, Ontario.

Born in Toronto in 1981, Daniel

is the son of Janusz and Wanda

Janulewicz, Polish immigrants to

Canada. He has two sisters and one

brother. Before entering the pre-novi-

tiate in Buffalo, he acquired a university

degree in computer sciences. He pro-

fessed his first vows in Godfrey in 2008

and then began his theology studies at

Oblate School of Theology in San An-

tonio. In 2010-11, he had a pastoral

internship experience at St. Casimir

Parish in Toronto. He is a member of

the Assumption Province.

Mary Immaculate Parish in

Lusaka, Zambia, will be the site of the

July 20, 2013, priestly ordination of

Deacon Kasonde Michael Musaba,

OMI, who will receive the Sacrament

of Holy Orders from Archbishop Julio

Murat, the Apostolic Nuncio to Zambia.

Born on February 18, 1982, in

Kasama (Northern Province) Zambia,

he is the son of Anthony Musaba and

the late Bridget Mutale. He pronounced

his first vows as an Oblate at the novi-

tiate in Johannesburg, Republic of South

Africa, in 2006. From there, he went to

St. Joseph Scholasticate in Cedara,

RSA, for his philosophy studies.  Since

his arrival in San Antonio in 2009, he

earned the M.A. and M.Div. degrees

at Oblate School of Theology and an

S.T.B. from St. Paul University in Ot-

tawa, Canada.

Continued from page 1

1127 people died.  Or perhaps the la-

bel could give me another name in

memory of one who did not survive.

Thankfully our JPIC office has joined

forces, under the leadership of Séamus

Finn, to advocate for the reforms

needed for millions of persons whose

cheap labor in unsafe and unjust condi-

tions is being exploited.

It’s a challenge to be an Ob-

late, but when we place our attention

on the world as Pope Francis asks the

Church to do, we see that it is also chal-

lenging to be a parent raising a family

or a grandparent watching over grand-

children. It is frequently a lost cause sim-

ply to be and to become for the inde-

fensible child waiting to be born. It’s also

very hard to be a mother.  It’s espe-

cially hard to be an unauthorized immi-

grant from Guatemala working at a pro-

cessing plant while living in the shad-

ows as an “illegal”. It’s hard to be a

prisoner or parolee determined to re-

make her/his life.  It’s hard to be a re-

turning veteran, wounded or not.

Growing up a black youth in

East St. Louis, in the shadow of the

Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows, is

probably not easy. The same goes for

the youth in East San Fernando Valley,

or in the west side of Buffalo, the east-

ern reaches of Tijuana (La Morita) and

the west side of San Antonio or on the

border in Eagle Pass—especially if you

are poor. Our sisters and brothers who

are Native American in Minnesota deal

with the pain of a suicide in their imme-

diate family and the dejection of con-

tinued cultural and social

marginalization.

Recently I visited an orphanage

and children’s home run by a very dedi-

cated and professional group of nuns in

Guatemala.  They are the Pequeñas

Apóstoles de la Redención, The Oblate

novices from the novitiate in Guatemala

serve at the orphanage once a week.

One novice, Eleazar Manuel López,

sponsored by the U.S. province, re-

cently made his first profession of vows.

The majority of the more than 50 chil-

dren at the orphanage, who range from

just a couple weeks old to 15 years,

are left there by impoverished mothers

who are HIV positive.  Many of the

children have also been infected. Our

incarnation-minded Holy Father would

see “the very flesh of Christ” in them.

At the Inter-Chapter meeting in

Bangkok, Thailand (April 22 – May 3),

Oblate Fr. Oswald Firth offered a day

of reflection to the international gather-

ing of Oblates.  Fr. Oswald responded

to the thematic question of the Inter-

Chapter:  A missionary Oblate: what

kind of person is he meant to be in

today’s world?  He said to all of us

present: “We still need to bring the

‘context’ into our life, our mission,

our formation and our servant-lead-

ership. We may have failed, not in our

efforts in building the Church (his-

tory shows we have done much), but

we have failed in promoting King-

dom values.”  He spoke to us of the

importance of listening to those around

us, especially the poor, and of being at-

tentive to the context in which we live.

Perhaps it is true, then, that the Lord

stands at the door and knocks, inviting

us to open it: to the outside.  May we

have the courage and patience we need.

        -Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

Continued from page 2

From the Provincial

Ordination

Fr. Antone in Guatamala orphanage
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C
ommencement exercises at Ob-

late School of Theology on May

10, 2013, included five Oblates

among the graduating class.

Handing out diplomas was Fr.

Arthur Flores, OMI, Area Council-

lor for the Southwest, who filled in for

the Chairman of the OST Board, the

US Provincial, Fr. William Antone,

OMI, who had not yet returned from

the Bangkok Inter-Chapter Meeting.

Completing a Doctor of Min-

istry degree was Fr. Freeborn

Kibombwe, OMI, the Delegation Su-

perior of Zambia. His doctoral thesis is

entitled: Interactive Catechetical In-

struction for Children in the Diocese

of Mongu, Zambia.

Oblates receiving the Master of

Divinity degree were Bros. Juan

Gaspar, Daniel Janulewicz,

Kasonde Musaba and Jason

Rossignol.

The commencement ad-

dress was delivered by Fr. Eliseo

“Jun” Mercado, OMI, from the

Within a day of its inaugura-

tion, approximately 1140 people from

27 different countries had already

downloaded the mobile software.

The app offers news and infor-

mation in English, Spanish, Italian, Ger-

man, French, Portuguese, Chinese and

Arabic from Fides, the Vatican’s mis-

sionary news agency, and news.va. The

news appears in the default language set

on the mobile device. The app also in-

cludes videos from news.va and Catho-

lic News Service.

Continued from page 1

Missio Launched

Philippines. Fr. Jun has for some

years been a leader in inter-reli-

gious dialog and peacemaking. His

work helped to forge a peace treaty

Fr. Art Flores stands firmly behind OST graduates, Juan Gaspar, Jason

Rossignol, Freeborn Kibombwe, Daniel Janulewicz and Kasonde Musaba.

L-R: Frs. Jun Mercado, Art Flores and
Ron Rolheiser

by Fr. Jim Allen, OMI

OST graduates

five Oblates

between the Philippine government

and the separatist movements on

the island of Mindanao. He also

served for several years as the Di-

rector of the JPIC office of the Gen-

eral Administration in Rome.

Fr. Jun was also awarded an

Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters

degree by OST.

Other recipients of this hon-

orary degree in 2013 were Rabbi

Samuel Stahl, a longtime leader in

interreligious dialog in San Antonio,

and Mr. Lloyd Whitley, HOMI,

whose lifelong commitment to the

Oblate mission and

Oblate School of

Theology has

made possible the

realization of many

projects both at

OST and in Zam-

bia.
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T
he Global Oblate Fundraisers

(GOF) held its 13th annual

meeting in Rome during the

week of May 5. Participants from the

U.S. this year were Frs. Billy Morell

and Jim Chambers, along with Artie

Pingolt and Graciela Etchardt.

The GOF, sponsored by the

General Administration, investigates ways

to improve our individual and common

efforts at fundraising and grant writing.

Each Fundraising/Grant Writing

Office functions under its own

respective Provincial Administration. In

FY 2012, the group provided in excess

of $10 million US dollars to Oblate

entities and projects worldwide.

The 21 GOF participants,

consisting of both Oblates and lay

persons,  were from  9 countries who

manage 12 Offices, representing 8

Units. Special invitees were Fr. Francis

Nallappan (Provincial of India, newest

province in the congregation) and Fr.

Maxime Eugene (former long-

standing treasurer of the Haiti  province.

The General Administration

invited the entire group to meet with

them during their Friday morning

plenary session.

In that session, the GOF

proposed two strategies for helping to

deal with financial sustainability of

developing units:

♦ a series of capacity building

workshops over the next several years

in the developing units;

♦ and the creation of a permanent

research and advisory group to

propose, to the General Administration

and units, pathways to self-sustainability.

Oblate fundraisers meet in Rome
from Fr. Billy Morell, OMI

W
hen consultation for a new

province administration took

place in 2010, Fr. Warren

Brown, General Councilor for the U.S.-

Canada Region, succinctly summed up

the number one priority identified by a

majority of province membership: “De-

velop a Mission Strategy and Planning

across the province so as to better

match the mission of the province with

the personnel that are available.”

The Renewing the Province

Mission is a response to this priority,

one that has been met bravely on all lev-

els in the province.  Our recent Prov-

ince Convocation in Belleville also con-

firms that we move forward as a prov-

ince filled with joy and ready for what

the Spirit has in store for all of us.

The charism of our founder is

alive and well, and has been adapted

and made manifest on many continents

over the past two centuries.

Since 1999, it has been a joy

to see how the former five provinces

adapted the charism to reach out to the

poor and abandoned, and it is exciting

and renewing as we move forward in a

united effort.

In the former Southern Prov-

ince, parish ministry was a priority, one

that reached out to Colorado, New

Mexico, and all over

Louisiana.  As a commu-

nity, we recognized de-

cades ago a need to “bet-

ter match the mission of the

province with the person-

nel that are available.”  A

systematic approach and

process of handing over

parishes and moving forward is one that

is very familiar in this part of the prov-

ince.  What is hopeful now is our united

effort.

Therefore, with a tinge of

sadness, yet hopeful for the future,

we say goodbye to two more par-

ishes in our province – St. Joseph

in Nixon, TX (April 14) and Our

Lady of Guadalupe in Midland, TX

(June 30).  We are grateful to all the

Oblates who have served in these par-

ishes, the many vocations that have

come us from them, and

we pray for the parishio-

ners and their new pas-

tors.  In a sense, saying

goodbye is an affirmation

and a confirmation of the

mission of the province,

and validates our mission-

ary presence.

Oblates leave 2 parishes
by Fr. Art Flores, OMI
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Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Meracedes Balbas, sister of Fr. Amador Lopez, OMI,

died on April 23 in Spain.

Rose Bolduc, 90, sister of Fr. Richard Bolduc, OMI,

died on April 28 in Biddeford, ME.

Fr. Francis Bagan, OMI, 87, died on May 4 in

Tewksbury, MA.

Ralph Roberge, 95, brother-in-law of Fr. Lucien

Bouchard, OMI, died on May 9.

Robert Gavin, brother-in-law of the late Fr. Mike

Devaney, OMI, died on May 9 in Buffalo, NY.

Martin Landry, 92, brother of Fr. Leroy Landry, OMI,

died on May 13 in Sacramento, CA.

Sebastian Gutierrez, grandfather of Fr. Tony Ortiz,

OMI, died on May 19 in San Antonio, TX

George N. Weber, 89, brother of Fr. Gerard Weber,

OMI, died on May 20 in Centennial, CO

Fr. Jan Heemrood, OMI, 93, died on May 31, in

San Antonio, TX.

Those of you who know me

well will be surprised to learn that I spent

a summer during college working in a

spot welding factory. The factory

claimed to produce “top of the line”

toolboxes.  After my employment there,

I don’t think they as readily advertised

that their product was “top of the line!”

One week before leaving this job to return to school,

my boss called me in for an evaluation of my work. While I

felt the evaluation was fair, it was not very positive.  I had not

learned to do any of the even minor repairs of the machine

when it broke down. I hadn’t realized that was one of the

company’s expectations. I’m sure I was told that but I clearly

neglected that part of the job.  Luckily, the machine usually

operated well.

Most basically, to evaluate means to “look at the

value placed upon”. We usually think of an evaluation in a

negative sense: being told what I am doing wrong. Unfortu-

nately, this has probably been the experience of too many of

us at one time or another.

It is in the positive sense of “renewing the value

of” that I have asked the Area Councilors to sit down

with Oblates and look at the ministry they are doing.

These evaluations should take place every three, six

or nine years and whenever an Oblate leaves a par-

ticular ministry. This provides the Oblate the opportu-

nity to review positive and negative aspects about the

ministry, what could be changed to ensure the ministry

be done in a better, more effective way, how the minis-

try might serve the people better, whether this minis-

try should continue to be a work of the Oblates, how

much longer the Oblate is prepared to stay in this min-

istry, whether the Oblate’s gifts are being used well in

this ministry, what Oblate he might recommend to re-

place him?

All of us find it relatively easy to continue going about

our daily routines, putting in long hours, working diligently,

not giving much thought to reviewing, evaluating, reflecting

upon what we are doing and why.  Often we don’t take the

opportunity to ask whether our gifts and talents are being

used well in our ministry. Often we likewise don’t ask the

people we are serving how well we’re doing, whether what

we are doing is meeting their needs, their expectations, their

plans and ideas.

These periodic evaluations or reviews with the Area

Councilor are meant to encourage the Oblate “to place again

value” upon the good work he is doing, value upon the gifts

and talents with which God has blessed him and see how

these  are currently “matching up” with his life as an Oblate

and with the ministry he is currently doing.

Oh yes, if you are planning to purchase a toolbox

manufactured by Snap-On Tool Company in June, July or

August, 1969, you might want to call me first!

-Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

After Holy Week, the Tijuana prenovitiate community
journeyed to Guerrero Negro (Black Warrior Lagoon) for
whale watching. Francisco Gomez  and Don Bernard,
Antonio Lester Zapata,Candido Garcia, and Fulgencio
Ochoa were thrilled to be able to reach out and stroke
a 4-month old whale, as its mother swam alongside.
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Fr. Ray Kirtz, OMI, has written a

book titled All Creation Works

Together.  Combing the Genesis story

of creation and the latest theories of sci-

ence, the work leads to an apprecia-

tion of God and Divine Providence for

the earth and  ourselves.

Our faith relationship with the

Creator and the quality of life on earth

depend very much on how we view our

relationship to the cosmos. God cre-

ated the universe to evolve naturally, and

placed humankind as stewards of this

garden planet  to shape its own future

and further the integrity of creation.

Further,

appreciation of

the Church’s sac-

ramental and litur-

gical practices

can be enhanced

by an under-

standing of how

this ecclesial min-

istry follows the example of Jesus him-

self who enriched his parables and es-

pecially his Beatitudes with earth and

creation life-giving fullness. Even the

special calling and life of Mary, the

mother of Jesus, enriched creation.

A number of Oblates and lay

people have found it a good read.

Available from King’s House
christtheking@kingshouse.com.  $8.00

plus $2.00 for shipping and handling.

I
n June, Fr. George McLean,

OMI (standing)  was in Vienna,

Austria, for one of several follow-

up meetings of the international research

teams he organized in December 2009

for the Project on “Faith in a Secular

Age,”  to research 4 major challenges

facing the Church today as identified

by Charles Taylor: *The exodus of

young adults; *credibility in the face of

scandals; *change and stability of its

moral teaching, and *the multiple

spiritualities opening in these global

times.

T
he leadership team of the

Zambian delegation met with

the provincial administrative

team during the week of May 20  to

discuss matters of mutual importance.

Frs. Valentine Kalumba

(Vicar Superior) and Godfrey

Sekula (Treasurer) came a few days

earlier. Delegation Superior Fr.

Freeborn Kibombwe, who spent a

couple of days with his sister in

California, after his graduation from

OST, arrived later.

Above l-r: Fr. Joe Phiri, former superior of the delegation, now pursuing

studies in Counseling at Loyola U, Baltimore; Schol. Bro. Terence Chota,

a summer intern with the JPIC staff,  Frs. Valentine, Bevil Bramwell and

Godfrey. Fr.  Freeborn was at another table.
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O
n April 13, 2013, Sacred

Heart Church of Brownsville,

TX, celebrated its centennial

anniversary in a solemn liturgy presided

over by Bishop Daniel Flores.

Bishop Flores thanked the Oblates for

a century of taking care of the English

speaking community of Brownsville.

Oblates arrived in Brownsville

on Dec. 4, 1849, a town that was only

three years old.  The 2,500 inhabitants

of the town were a mixture of nation-

alities, customs, believers and non-be-

lievers, living the life of a border fron-

tier town.

In 1852, St. Eugene sent more

of his Oblates to Brownsville.  On June

12, 1859, Immaculate Conception

Church was solemnly dedicated.  The

church served the needs of the entire

city, providing services in both English

and Spanish.  Before long, the English

speaking faithful of Brownsville began

to require their own schedule of services

and catechism.  In 1905, the Oblates of

Brownsville received permission from

the Bishop and the Provincial to con-

struct a church to serve the needs of the

English speaking community.  After

much hard work and fundraisers, Sa-

cred Heart Church was solemnly

blessed on April 20, 1913.

Currently, the church is a mis-

sion of Immaculate Conception Cathe-

dral and is cared for by   Frs. Mike

Amesse, OMI, and José Torres,

OMI.

At a festive reception after the

liturgy, Fr. Amesse was presented with

an official declaration from the Texas

Fr. Torres, Bishop Flores and Fr.

Amesse at the centnnial banquet.

Sacred Heart Church

celebrates centennial

Senate, commemorating the Oblates

and thanking them for more than cen-

tury of serving the faith needs of the

people of Texas.

by Fr. Mike Amesse, OMI

Above, l-r: Frs.  George Roy,  Lucien Bouchard,  Alex Roque,  Pauldass
Selveraj, Schol. Bro. David Uribe, Archbishop Emeritus John C. Favalora;
Frs.  Bill Mason, OMI; John Cox, Jim Taggart,  and Daniel Nassaney.

Farewell appreciation luncheon for Oblates

T
he Oblates were guests of

honor at a luncheon  organized

by Fr. Jim Fetscher, a friend

and collaborator, on June 7 at the Mi-

ami Shores Country Club in apprecia-

tion for 47 years of service within the

Miami Archdiocese.

Fr. John Cox, OMI, who will

be leaving the area to minister on the

Native American reservation in White

Earth, MN, used the occasion to offer

the following remarks.

“We did our best to be faces

of the Church in Miami’s poorest neigh-

borhoods, including Overtown and Lib-

erty City, and in others that were pros-

perous, but experienced devastation, as

in Pinecrest following Hurricane An-

drew.

We hope that the burning love

of Jesus for humanity was apparent in

all that we did and will do.   For the

times when it was, we give Jesus the

glory.  For the times when it was not,

we ask his forgiveness and yours.

“We thank Archbishop Wenski

and his predecessors for allowing us to

participate in the ministry of the Church

of Miami, and all of you, for your con-

fraternity and support.

“As we reorganize in light of our

diminished numbers, ... we will cherish

the memories of our life and ministry

here over 47 years, and pray for you

and your efforts to serve people with

the love that flows from the Sacred

Heart of Jesus.”
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In Bolivia we are living through

a process of change. At least that is

what the government is trying to con-

vince us. In many aspects it is true.

Just the fact that we have an indig-

enous (Aymara Indian) as President

is a first after 500 years of Spanish

colonization and republican govern-

ments in the hands of the white and

mestizo minority. So having an indig-

enous as president changes the land-

scape, and I think for the better.

As you know Bolivia is more than

60% Indian. There are more than 26

different peoples or nations with their

own culture and language. They are all

proud that one of them has become their

leader, their president.

Bolivia at this moment is going

A
s you are preparing for summer

in the north, we here in the

south are a few weeks away

from winter. And being at 4,000 meters

high (near 14,000 ft.) in the Andes it is

pretty cold during June, July and August.

So one has to wear a sweater and jacket

both inside and outside the house. No

heating.  But we manage to survive with

the warmth of our people.

through a positive

economic period. It

is growing at a rate

of 6% while Euro-

pean countries are

living through a time

of near depression.

But not ev-

erything is pretty. The

government is ac-

cused of violating the

freedom of the

press. There are

clashes between the different classes of

society. A few weeks ago the country

came to a standstill as miners and teach-

ers blocked the main roads of the coun-

try asking for better retirement benefits.

This situation lasted over ten days. The

country almost closed down. But to no

avail because the government, out of a

strong position, won the battle, convinc-

ing the people that

the economy could

not withstand

higher benefits.

Evo Morales, the

President, has the

support of the ma-

jority of the people.

And he is not afraid

to use this political

advantage. Next

year we are having

presidential elec-

tions and everything

points to another

victory for Morales.

Through all of this Radio Pio

XII is continuing its work with the

tin miners and Aymara and Quechua

Indians in the altiplano of Potosí.

Notwithstanding minor confronta-

tions with local authorities we are

lucky to be able to pursue our work,

helping the people to strengthen

their organizations and promote

their participation in their local gov-

ernment.

We have working agreements

with the Ministries of Education and

Mining. Because of our long history of

defending the rights of the miners and

Indians we are respected both by the

national and regional governments. We

are hoping that this positive situation

continues in the future.

We have our own small radio net-

work consisting of radios in the cities

of Oruro and Cochabamba and of

course here in the mining district of Siglo

XX, the mother station (1959). We are

also installing 4 small FM stations in

towns of our region (six or more trav-

eling hours from here, Siglo XX) so that

the Indian population will be able to

have their word in their

development...agriculture, health, edu-

cation, culture, language, etc.

Of course our message is im-

bued with the Gospel of Jesus who is

the force and inspiration of our com-

mitment to defend the rights of the

marginalized.
My best to everyone and Godspeed to all!

Bob robduret@hotmail.com

Banner and entertainers celebrating Radio Pio XII’s

50th year of education and evangelization. in 2009.

From Fr. Roberto Durette, OMI

Oblates continue work in Bolivia
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Christina Herman inside a Standard Group factory in Gazipur, Bangladesh

with Yildiray Civilek, Washing Plant Manager. -story, photo-Christina Herman

C
hristina Herman, JPIC

Office Associate Director,

visited Bangladesh last March/

April, along with her daughter, Emma.

Fr. Joseph Gomes, OMI,

hosted a ten day trip around the Sylhet

region of NE Bangladesh, providing a

fascinating look at the lives of the

indigenous Khasi people and the issues

confronting their villages.

The Oblate mission in

Bangladesh began in this region and

encompasses a number of parishes

among the indigenous peoples there.

In Dhaka, Christina teamed up

with the Bangladesh WaterKeeper,

Sharif Jamil, in an examination of

environmental and labor issues related

to the leather and garment export

industries. They visited the Buriganga

river, leather tanneries, a massive

garment factory and met with factory

owners and managers, labor union

organizers and environmentalists.

N
ine young men of college age

participated in a weekend

“Come and See” Vocation

Retreat from May 31 - June 2 at

The tanneries are a large

source of pollution for the main river

flowing through Dhaka. Millions of

the estimated 18 million citizens

depend on the rivers for bathing,

washing clothes and transportation,

despite the industrial and human

waste pollution.

Human Rights Watch recently

issued a study of the health impact of

the tanneries, which matched the

findings of the the trip. Untreated

industrial waste flowing from the

garment factories is common, due to a

lack of adequate sewage treatment for

the city’s burgeoning population.

Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate,

Godfrey.

Fr. Mieczyslaw Burdzy,

OMI of Canada’s Assumption

Province, welcomed four retreatants

who drove or flew to Godfrey from their

homes in the regions of Alberta and

Manitoba.

From the US Province’s

Southwest Area, Fr. Charles Banks,

OMI accompanied to the novitiate five

fellows from Brownsville, Laredo and

Kingsville (Texas A&M University-

Kingsville).

Thanks to the great hospitality

and input from the novitiate community,

the inquirers were able to deepen their

understanding of an Oblate vocation.

One of them is signed up to enter the

pre-novitiate in Buffalo this coming

August.    -Story-Fr. Banks; Photo-Fr. Burdzy)

Vocation retreat held at Godfrey novitiate

Frs. Burdzy (left) and Banks (right)
flank the “Come and See”
retreatants.

JPIC  representative
visits Bangladesh
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O
ver the years Fr. William Clark,  OMI has written a number of

articles for various Catholic publications, e.g., Review for Religious,

The Priest and Ligourian and several reflective booklets for the Shrine

of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL.

This year he added to his printed works a book published by Ligouri

Press, Making a Case for God: Faithful Encounters.

Noting that any study of God involves 4 basic questions: Does God

exist? What is God like? How can God be known? and How is God to be

named?, Fr. Clark reflects in this book on the first of those questions: “the

hiddenness of God, the possibility of making a case for God, what encountering

God involves.”

Using examples from Scripture and philosophy, he thus tries to

understand God and what that means to an individual. His final conclusion is

that only one thing can possibly make the case for God - our faith.

In that, his examples demonstrate that our understanding of God is not

about whether he exists, but how he exists in our lives. That means that, finally,

we cannot find God. Rather, God finds us.
Fr. Clark’s book can be ordered  from Amazon.com.

A
t  88 years of age, after

spending 40 years as a

missionary in Haiti, after

preaching and ministering for the past 3

years to the hundred of Haitians in the

New Orleans Archdiocese, Fr. John

Morin, OMI, felt that he needed

updating in Scripture studies and

enrolled in Notre Dame Seminary.

Interviewed by Peter Finney

Jr, in a feature story for the May 18,

2013 Clarion Herald,  Fr. Morin said:

“I had a choice between the synoptic

Gospels and the Gospel of St. John.

I was attracted to both, but I decided

to take the synoptics, and if I’m still

around next year, “I’ll take the Gospel

of St. John.”

“Still around?” Finney asked.

“When you’re 88, you don’t

buy green bananas,” Fr. Morin replied.

Course professor, Dr. Nathan

Eubank, said of him, “It really was a

great sign for the seminarians to see

someone 60 years down the road from

where they are trying to learn and asking

questions - and really wanting to hear

the answers. ...Sometimes seminarians

look at their education as a hurdle to

be crossed  and then left behind. What

his presence showed everyone was that

we’re all lifetime learners.”

Seminarian Mathew Graham

of the Diocese of Baton Rouge agreed,

“To see priests coming back and

continuing to learn serves as a good

example for us that our intellectual

formation as priests will never stop. He

also brought some good pastoral

insights in relation to his own life.”

Because he was auditing the

course, Fr. Morin felt that “soaking up

the knowledge without the pressure of

taking tests or writing papers was ‘a

pleasure’.”

Dr. Eubank and Fr Morin exchange ideas at New Orleans’  Notre Dame
Seminary.    Photo: Frank J. Methe/Clarion Herald

Age no deterrent
to further studies
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not sending unwanted copies.  Thank you.
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ton, DC  20017-1516
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Published six times a year for Oblate per-

sonnel and their friends and supporters;

distributed from the U.S. Provincial Of-

fices in Washington, DC.

√√√√√ Forty-two years after leaving the Roman International
Scholasticate and receiving an obedience to the US, Fr. Bill O’Donnell,

OMI,  is retuning to Rome, assigned to the General House community,
for what is expected to be a three-year assignment assisting in the gen-
eral administration’s secretariat.

Faced with a system designed many decades ago, and comput-
ers which are in need of upgrading, Superior General Louis Lougen

asked Bill to come to Rome to help with the re-organization of the record-
keeping.  After some time, a pastor for the St. Paul, MN parishes of St.
Casimir and St. Patrick became available, and Bill set off for Rome on
June 4.
In addition to working on the organizational aspects of the general

administration’s records, there is a large backlog of files and dossiers which need
to be sorted through prior to being sent to the archives. He hopes to put the
organizational skills he used in various Eastern and US province administrative
roles to good use in the new assignment.
√√√√√ Following a recent sermon on social justice by Bro. Lucio Cruz, OMI,
over 120 parishioners of Santa Rosa parish in San Fernando, California, signed
up to join a parish social justice committee. Bro. Lucio has been working with
parishioners at Santa Rosa, Mary Immaculate and St. Ferdinand parishes in San
Fernando to promote social justice ministry in line with the Oblate charism of

working with the poor Our Lady ofOur Lady ofOur Lady ofOur Lady ofOur Lady of
Mt. Carmel,Mt. Carmel,Mt. Carmel,Mt. Carmel,Mt. Carmel,

PrayPrayPrayPrayPray
for usfor usfor usfor usfor us

At the conclusion of their annual retreat on May 25, 19 Oblate Associates of

Chula Vista, CA renewed their commitment to follow St. Eugene de

Mazenod’s charism. Frs. Joe Ferraioli (above, r) and Paul Nourie, (above l)

con-celebrated the Mass.  After 20 years there, the Oblates will return the parish

of the Church of Most Precious Blood to diocesan care.
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