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4 ordained deacons
by Fr. Jim Allen, OMI

A

rchbishop Gustavo GarcíaSiller, M.Sp.S, ordained four
men to the Order of Deacon at
the San Fernando Cathedral in San Antonio on November 17, 2012: Oblate
Scholastic Bros. Kasonde Musaba
(Zambia), Juan Gaspar (USA) and
Daniel Janulewicz (Assumption,
Canada) and archdiocesan seminarian
Antonio Gonzalez Parangueo.
Several times in the course of the
ceremony, Archbishop Gustavo praised
and thanked the Oblates of Mary Immaculate for their long service to the
Church in South Texas and, in particular, in the Archdiocese of San Antonio.
San Fernando Cathedral was founded
in 1731 and is the oldest, continuously
functioning religious community in the
State of Texas. The Cathedral building
has the added distinction of being the
oldest standing church building in Texas.
All of the new deacons are students at Oblate School of Theology. The

L-r: Sch. Bro. Juan Gaspar, Antonio Gonzalez Parangueo, Archbishop
Gustavo Garcia-Siller, Sch. Bros. Daniel Janulewicz and Kasonde Musaba.
three Oblates are members of the
George Sexton House of Studies;
Deacon Antonio is at Assumption
Seminary.
The Oblate deacons will finish their Master of Divinity degree in

May. Priesthood ordination dates have
been set for Juan Gaspar (May 17,
2013, in San Antonio) and Daniel
Janulewicz (June 10, 2013 in Toronto).
Kasonde’s ordination date is yet to be
determined by his superiors in Zambia.

Pastoral Center dedicated
to Oblate Spanish Martyrs

O

Fr. Saturnino Lajo leads the congregation in dedicatory prayers
in the hall of the Oblate Pastoral Center.

ver one hundred persons attended the special
Mass at the Oblate Missions Grotto in San
Antonio for the official dedication of the
Pastoral Center to the “Mártires Oblatos de
España” on Nov. 28, 2012.
The celebration also included the unveiling and
blessing of a mural size Martyrs canvas, an exact copy
of the painting used during the Oblates beatification
in Spain.
The screening of a short video of the 2011
Continued on page 8
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In the depths

From the Provincial

of
Winter, it is time to return to
the virtue of hope. Hope
especially shines in Winter.
The United States
Province has a great
treasure of hope in our
elder brother Oblates.
We pray often for an
“increase in vocations”
because the overall number
of Oblates in the United
States is decreasing.
Thankfully we are blessed
by a number of relatively
young Oblates. But, we are
especially blessed by our elder brother
Oblates. At 60 years of age, I’m not
sure where I stand. A large number of
my brother Oblates see me as their
junior, while some of those in their 30’s
see me as a senior citizen. Age is relative
and longevity of life is not fully ours to
determine. My father, who died at 97,
once remarked that he had “outlived”
two of his doctors. The gift of life is
always a gift, from one day to the next.
During the past months we held
our usual Area Meetings in San Antonio,
Los Angeles, Tewksbury, MA, Miami,
Belleville, IL, and Buffalo, MN. It was
good to see brother Oblates in their 80’s
and 90’s in attendance at the meetings,
many of whom continue to minister with
great passion and commitment,
providing life-giving inspiration to all of
us who are younger.
At the meetings, I referred to
the Biblical image of a “green shoot
growing out of the stump of Jesse”
as a possible way to picture the U.S.
Province at this time. There is a smaller
group of younger Oblates which is
increasing as it grows out of the larger
group of older Oblates. The larger
group is decreasing in number, while the
smaller group is increasing in number.
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Frs. Ray John Marek, Art Flores and
Richard Beck at an area meeting
The green shoot would not be
there if it were not for the stump of
Jesse! There was at least one older
Oblate who said that he didn’t like the
image of a “stump”, so I understand that
the image has its limitations and lacks
much inspiration. Even so, the life-giving
wisdom and strength which comes from
the solid example of perseverance are
among the many gifts which the elders
of the Province give us.
We occasionally hear the news
of the death of one of our brothers. As
I write this, I remember Fr. André
Tanguay, who died this past week at
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Residence
in Tewksbury. Born in New Hampshire
85 years ago, the fifth of eleven children,
Fr. André gave more than forty years of
his life to the Oblate mission in Haiti.
At the Area Meeting in Miami,
Fr. Lucien “Luke” Bouchard gave
me a manuscript detailing his experiences
as a missionary in
Laos
and
Indonesia. Fr.
Luke is now 83
and continues to do
ministry at Christ
the King parish in Miami. His “first
obedience” was to the mission of Laos,

where he spent almost 19 years often
pursued by the communist Lao regime,
until finally expelled along with many
other Oblates. Some of his Oblate
confreres were executed. After Laos,
Fr. Luke spent 28 years in the missions
of Western Borneo.
Fr. Ciaran Dillon, 83,
continues to pastor the parish
community of St. Rose of Lima in
Crockett, CA. Fr.
Ciaran, a native of
Ireland, spent many
years
doing
ministry with the
seamen on ships
docked in the Port
of Seattle, offering hospitality and
assurance at the Seamen’s Club.
These men were far from their native
countries, homes and families, often in
need of advice and support. Fr.
Ciaran was also province treasurer
for many years.
An amazing nonagenarian, Fr.
Clarence Zachman, continues in
active ministry at
the Shrine of Our
Lady of the Snows
in Belleville, and
corresponds with
hundreds of school
children. He said to
me, “God has been too good to me.”
Similarly, Fr. Armand
Mathew, at 90, continues to do
campus ministry at
the University of
Texas
in
Brownsville. He
heads up an
organization which
encourages
students and youth to be active voting
participants in our democracy.
Fr. Adhemar Deveau, 89,
generously offers himself to the local
Continued on page 3

From the Provincial

Congregation is bound to value you elders give special witness, and I
highly as a hidden treasure. The summarize here: 1) You show us how
Continued from page 2
Founder would have sold the to evangelize more through our being
ministry in Lowell, silverware and the chalices to attend than through our doing. This is often
MA,
often to your needs (cf. letter to Fr. Courtes through the ministry of prayer. 2) You
are the guardians of our history and
c e l e b r a t i n g in 1826, ST 388.)”
Fr.
Steckling
then
quotes
from
keep us in contact with our roots. This
numerous Masses on
a Sundays and a letter he received from an Italian is often shown by a life of gratitude.
th
throughout the Oblate celebrating his 60 ordination And 3) You point to the future,
anniversary: “Now that I am ill, I have reminding us how central is the
week.
Fr. Richard accepted God’s will and, like the little Paschal mystery. This is seen in
Beck in San Antonio is 87 and confined Saint Teresa, I have become a carrying the burden and infirmities
to a wheelchair. He has labored in missionary in the convent, praying... of your years.
Finally, I include these lines
numerous parishes in Texas and the Lord evangelizes more by what
beyond, always known as a strong we are than by what we do by giving found in Fr. Steckling’s letter written
promoter of vocations to the Oblates. our work a fecundity which surpasses by a European Oblate who died in
1992. He was Brother Willi
The United States Province takes a our understanding.”
In that letter, Fr. Steckling Günschmann.
strong stand against the use of the death
proposed
three ways in which our
penalty and Fr. Richard is a cornerstone
Continued on page 5
of our public position on that life issue.
This list could very easily go
on and on! Many, many Oblates in
their later years give example and
inspire. Some are active, others are
now fully retired. Some are receiving
nursing care. There are some brother
Oblates who are not so old
chronologically, but are afflicted by
some infirmity. Together, each and
every one are an important part of a
family and community. This list can
easily include many others who read
this: our Honorary Oblates,
Associates, Partners, Benefactors
and Collaborators. Unfortunately, like
many families, we often honor our elders
after they have died, while we should
not wait so long.
More than 10 years ago, Fr.
Guillermo Steckling, former Superior Bro. Richard Coté, OMI on staff at Immaculata Retreat House in
General, in a letter to the “Senior Willimantic, CT, has put together a display of 12 nativities from Oblate
Oblates,” wrote “If it is true that a missions around the world. Represented here are especially nativities
harvest of vocations is a sign of life from Latin America and one from Lesotho. Entitled “Nativities from
in some sectors of the Congregation,
around the Oblate World,” each has a place card with the date of the
there is also another vitality hidden
in the older Oblates. You, our elderly Oblate foundation in each country. This display was prepared in conjuncbrothers, play an important part as tion with Immaculata’s Christmas on the Hill open house held this year
missionaries and evangelizers. The during the Advent and Christmas season.
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Pontifical Mission Board
board meets at 391

F

rom
November
10-14,
members of the board of the
Pontifical Mission Society, under the
leadership of Fr. Andrew Small, OMI,
held a series of meetings at the Oblate
provincial residence.
A special guest at the meeting
was Archbishop Savio Hon Tai-Fai,
SDB, Secretary for the Congregation
for the Evangelization of Peoples. The
Archbishop was on a six-day visit to the
United States.
While here, he attended a
reception at the USCCB’s Fall Plenary
Session, made an address at the Catholic
University of America, and attended a
reception at the Apostolic Nunciature in
Washington, D.C.
Mission Board Directors at the meeting were: Msgr. Robert Fuhrman (Assis-

Francis Cardinal George, OMI, Fr. Andrew Small, OMI, Timothy Cardinal
Dolan and Archbishop Savio Hon Tai-Fai, SDB at the USCCB meeting.
tant National Director); Sister
Madge Karecki, SSJ-TOSF (Chicago); Msgr. Francis Blood (St.
Louis); Deacon Ed Kelly (Scranton,

PA); Fr. Mark Lawlor (Charlotte NC);
Ms. Hilda Ochoa (Galveston-Houston);
Fr. Patrick Posey (Arlington, VA); Fr.
Steve Vellenga (Cleveland, OH).

A

Bishop José Carmelo Martínez Lázaro, O.A.R with Julie Tanner, Christian
Brothers Investment Services, Rev. Séamus P. Finn OMI, Pat Zerega,
Mercy Investment Services, Inc., and Sr. Pat Daly, Tri State Coalition.
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four member delegation, representing institutional faith based
investors,(Christian Brothers Investment Services, Missionary Oblates,
Sisters of Mercy and the Tri State Coalition) visited the Yanacocha and Conga
mines in the Cajamarca region of Peru in
November 2012.
The visit was coordinated with
Newmont Mining which operates the two
mines and was part of the commitment of
the respective investors to faith based responsible investing.
The visit included meetings with
government ministries, company representatives, members of civil society, local and
national NGO’s and the bishop of
Cajamarca, Msgr. José Carmelo Martinez
Lazaro.
Issues surfaced during the visit included: the impact of the mines on local
communities, employment opportunities for
local community members, the impact of
mine operations on the water, the land and
the animal and plant life in the region.

Fr. Alfred Charpentier, OMI

Father General visits Haiti
November 12, 2012 All is going well
at the Foyer and the Fraternité Homes.
The Fraternité had no damage at all from
the recent storms, (Hurricane Sandy)
and we took in 4 new kids in need.
Thank God, they are all in good schools
now, and really love their new place and
new friends.
There are now 17 residents and
6 externs (we call them “graduates”),
and these now live with a family or a
guardian, but whom we still monitor and
help to finish high school. The Foyer
had some damage and flooding, being
located near the oceanfront.
Last week we started a major
clean up at the Foyer, and some new
paint to ward off the possibility of hav-

ing fungus problems.... Hopefully, we
will have the facilities all spruced up for
the Holidays.
Our Superior General has been
with us at the Procure since supper, last
night. We had a beautiful Mass with him
in our chapel this morning, with the
Novices and others who could make
it. One of his visits today was at the
Foyer where he was warmly received
with song and celebration. In return, Fr.
Louis even offered a special one of his
own, a Marian hymn from Brazil. He
made a hit with our residents... He is in
Camp Perrin tonight, and travels to the
coastal parishes tomorrow.
Thanks for sending the donations here to help us keep up Fr. Joe

Vaillancourt’s ministry at the Foyer and
elsewhere. I’m sure that’s what he
would like. Keep me posted, as usual.
November 18, 2012: After having
spent nearly 2 weeks here, and visiting
most of our missions, Fr. General left
Friday PM for Miami, and on to Madrid
for a 4 day meeting with the young
OMI’s from Europe. He enjoyed his
stay with us, and we all were very impressed with him. He is more like a big
brother than a General... and so positive and genuinely very spiritual in everything ... He has made enormous
progress with his French and managed
to communicate very well with everyone.
Note: To receive more news from
Haiti, check in with Bro. Gus Coté to
receive his newsletter. You can get him
at brogus@juno.com.

From the Provincial
continued from page 3
“Last night, Lord .... I was
afraid. You knocked so loudly I
thought death had come. And yet ...
You came as a friend to remind me
that life does not last forever ... Am I
asleep, am I dreaming? A mysterious
curtain arises. Am I alive... am I
dying? I no longer know. Once again,
light came, in the early morning, I
fell asleep at last. What remains of
your visit, Lord? All is engraved on
my heart, never shall I forget it, I
shall remember it forever.”
May this province “dance” of
renewal not discourage or dishearten
any of us, especially as we know that
God’s love is engraved on the heart of
each of us and shared among us. We
are very grateful for the blessing we
receive from our brother Oblates who
are elderly and infirm. Blessings upon
all throughout the New Year!
—Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

Fr. Charpentier at the Foyer St. Etienne, a residence for the elderly that
he supervises. It is the city of Les Cayes, in the area referred to as Gabions.
The picture was taken at Christmas time when the elderly were joined for
a party by a group of boys from the local Fraternité des Jeunes, a small
residence for a dozen or so young boys that are either orphans or whose
parents cannot care for them.
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I asked Sandy Prather,
former Director of Star of the North
Retreat Center in Alberta, Canada, to
offer a reflection on the 2013 Oblate
Retreats for the province which she will
facilitate. Sandy writes:
In the spirit of Eugene, who knew
the importance of retreats, the idea is that
this be a real time of rest and renewal for you. My guiding
image comes from a prayer poem: ‘Give your roots rain,’
[Sacred Spaces]. We give our roots rain when we take time
for rest, silence, prayer and reflection. Our often fraught lives
need such nourishment if we are to be healthy. Eugene knew
it well when he laments, “It was time that I withdrew from
that innumerable mass of occupations of every sort which
had been overburdening both body and soul and came
into retreat…..my state horrifies me…..I pray poorly, I
mediate poorly, I make a poor preparation for Mass, I
say it poorly….All these disorders come, I think, from
the fact that I am too given over to external works”
[May retreat, 1818].
So, in a spirit of ‘giving our roots rain’, we will establish a rhythm of silence, reflection and prayer combined
with time for community and sharing. Stories, poetry and
music will add depth to our reflections.
With the title “And the Walls Came Tumbling
Down”: Engaging the Spirit of Vatican II with an Oblate
Heart, the presentations will take a reflective look at how
the ‘spirit’ of Vatican II and the Oblate charism connect.
The 50th anniversary of the Council and the accompanying
Year of Faith come as a unique opportunity as the Church is
invited to take up a new evangelization and reconnect with
the original spirit of the Council.
In calling the Council, John XXIII desired to ‘throw
open the windows’ of an insular Church. He wanted the
Church to engage the world in a fresh, Spirit-led way. After
the first few heady years and as the effects of the Council
unfolded, many feared that the spirit of the Council was more
like a whirlwind, blowing church doors open and tumbling
down the walls. Resistance and retrenchment rose to meet
the ‘new Pentecost’ of the Council.
What does it mean, then, to engage the Spirit of the
Council as Oblates? St. Paul warns us we are not to stifle the
Spirit [1 Thess. 5:19]. The Oblate heart, imprinted with the
evangelizing spirit and already on the margins, knows that
engaging the spirit risks and maybe even welcomes the walls
tumbling down. It involves abandoning a narrow and insular
OMI-USA - 6

Please remember in prayer
our recently departed
Maria del Rosario Velazquez Sanchez, 56, sister
of Fr. Fernando Velazquez, OMI, died on Oct. 23 in
Guadalajara, Jalisco, Mexico.
Lucille Demers, 93, sister of Fr. Francis Demers,
OMI, died on Oct. 25 in Manchester, NH.
Fr. Henri Janssen, OMI, 92, died on Oct. 28 in
San Antonio, TX.
Fr. Maynard Kegler, OMI, 87, died on Nov. 3 in
Sun City, AZ.
Dr. Joseph Dillon, brother of Fr. Ciaran Dillon, OMI,
died on Nov. 3 in Kilrush, County Clare, Ireland.
Jesus Manuel Arong, brother of Fr. José Arong,
OMI, died on Nov. 16 in Arleta, CA.
Fr. André Tanguay, OMI, 82, died on Dec. 2 in
Tewksbury, MA.
vision of church where boundaries and barriers prevail. It
means leaving the safe sanctuary of parish where faith is
practiced among like-minded people. Instead, faithful to
the Spirit, we find ourselves as witnesses sent out to a
secular culture in order to evangelize in a new way.
Oblates desire to be ‘cooperators of Christ’ and therefore we are cooperators with Christ’s spirit. The new
Pentecost of Vatican II challenges us to our own new spirit.
In finding it, we will help fulfill both the promise and hope
of Vatican II.
Dates, Places of Retreats for 2013 are:
Monday, January 21 - Friday, January 25
Oblate Renewal Center, San Antonio, TX
Monday, February 4 – Monday, February 11
Lebh Shomea, Sarita, TX
Monday, March 4 – Monday, March 11
Lebh Shomea, Sarita, TX
Monday, May 20 – Friday, May 24
Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo,
MN
Monday, September 23 – Friday, September 27
Immaculata , Willimantic, CT

OMI-JPIC regional meeting held in Rome

and Camille met the Central Government to address the meaning of JPIC
in the Oblate Mission. One clear directive- JPIC is the responsibility of all
Oblates; all are involved in building right
relationships, living among the poor and
adopting a simple lifestyle
After presentations on regional
issues, revision of the statues was begun. A PowerPoint presentation on
the spirituality of JPIC and a short history on JPIC in the Church and in the
Congregation were made..
The committee chose three
new internal core priorities to better integrate JPIC into the life and
mission of our Congregation:

Frs. Camille Piché, Katongo, LeBlanc, Zanadrafara, Vyhnalek, Miguel
Fritz, O’Conair, Piñon, Gomes, Pipolo and Butor

1) That all Oblates have a clearer understanding of what Justice, Peace and
Integrity of Creation and Catholic social
doctrine entail for our life and mission.
2) That in every Unit and Region there
be a trained JPIC animator and committee given sufficient time and resources to fulfill their ministry.
3) That concrete JPIC values and praxis
be integrated into all initial formation
programs and centers where Oblates
pursue their academic studies.
For further information go to:
www.omiusa.org

O

blate representatives from the
Regions gathered in Rome for
the OMI JPIC committee
meeting Nov. 12-16, 2012. Upon arrival, Fr. Didier Zanadrafara, representing Asia-Oceania, joined Fr.
Emmanuel Mosoeu in attending the
annual general meeting of the AfricaEurope Faith-Justice Network promoting equity and economic justice between
Europe and Africa.

Frs. Miguel Pipolo (Latin
America & Haiti), Joseph Gomes
(Asia-Oceania), Tomas Vyhnalek
(Europe) and Walter Butor (CanadaUnited States) attended, together with
Frs. Daniel LeBlanc (UN),
Jeevendra Paul (OMI Development)
and Kennedy Katongo (Zambia), invited by the Superior General. Fr. Francisco O’Conair, OFM, was facilitator. Previous to the meeting, Francisco

D

uring theJPIC Commitee meeting at Holy
Angels parish in Buffalo, NY, last October 11, committee members met with
leaders from VOICE-Buffalo, a faith-based
community-organizing project.
VOICE staff shared with committee
members how they empower people to raise and
address issues in the city. The meeting was organized by Fr. Jim Fee OMI.

Front - Bro. Lucino Cruz,Fr. Walter Butor, Mary
O’ Herron, Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, Louisa
Pacheco(Voice - Buffalo), Fr Séamus Finn ;
Back: Fr. Jim Fee Pastor Dan Schifeling (VoiceBuffalo), Gary Huelsmann, and Fr. Jim Brobst.
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Oblate Martyrs
Continued from page 1
beatification was also presented. A
Community Fiesta with a Flamenco
dance performance and music followed.
Beatified by Pope Benedict
XVI in December 2011, these martyrs
have a special connection with San
Antonio as Spain originally belonged
to the Oblate Province of Texas. Today their sacrifices continue to inspire
the work of Oblate Missionaries around
the world.
The event’s main celebrant, Fr.
Saturnino Lajo, OMI sent special
thanks to Fr. Leo Perez, OMI, saying,
“This was a team effort of Oblate
Missions and the Grotto, including your
personal support and Fr. Billy
Morell’s enthusiasm.....”
“I’m sure,” he said, “that the
martyrs from Spain, who once dreamed
to come to Texas as missionaries, now
are very happy to be part of our
Lourdes Grotto and Tepeyaac de San
Antonio.”

Right, above: The Flamenco dancers;
below: Fr. Lajo, center, with
congregation and (in stoles) Frs. Leo
Perez and Fr. Vincente-a diocesan
priest from Spain, now in
Brownsville.

O

n Oct. 26, the Bishop Fallon Alumni inducted
Fr. Francis Hahn,OMI into the Bishop
Fallon High School/ Holy Angels Collegiate
Institute Hall of Fame during its 11th annual Hall of
Fame dinner at Salvatore’s Italian Gardens, Depew,
NY. The Alumni Mass, open to all members of the
Alumni Association and their families and friends, was
celebrated on Oct. 27. At the Mass the new honorees’ plaques were blessed in the rear vestibule of the
church.
Ordained in 1972, Fr. Hahn has spent his
entire priesthood ministering in Japan, where he is now
pastor at Christ the King Parish in Itami, Japan.

Left: Fr. Hahn with his aunt Pat.
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Regional vocation
directors meet

O

n November 13-14, 2012, the
four vocation directors of the
U.S. met with the vocation personnel of the English, French and Polish provinces of Canada at the
prenovitiate in Buffalo, NY, afterwards
spending a third day with the joined
provincials at their CROCUS meeting
in Niagara.
The aim of the meeting was to
further develop cooperation between all
those responsible for vocations in our
Oblate Region. Among the items discussed, two stood out:
--What concrete actions could be suggested to the Oblates of the Region so
that they play a role in the calling of youth
to their Christian vocation, and perhaps
an Oblate vocation?

Front, l-r: Robert Huffor, Dick Sudlik, Charlie Banks, Quilin Bouzi, Philip
Cantu, Manuel Romero, Kevin Santander; Back, l-r: Rejean Vigneault, Remi
Lepage, Wojciech Kurzydlo, Harold Fisher, Daniel Bourg, Austin Gutierrez,
James Trevino, Dan Nassaney, Ken Thorson, Mieczyslaw Burdzy
--Given that there are houses of first a house for first formation be estabformation in the United States (pre-no- lished in Canada, for the formation of
vitiate, novitiate and scholasticate) and both Canadian and U.S. candidates?
Fr. Dan Nassaney reports: We
there is none currently in Canada, could
shared with the provincials our
evaluation of the present situation and
recommendations for the future. We
were happily surprised to see that our
conclusions were in accord with the
discussions and recommendations
coming from Rome.
With the provincials we are seeking
concrete ways in which to better
combine vocation and formation
programs. One proposal is that we
formalize meetings of the combined
vocation ministries of all the provinces
on the occasion of the yearly U.S.
Vocation and Formations teams in the
spring in Belleville.

Novices prepare for All Hallows Eve
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T

he Erie (NY) Chapter of the Victorious Mis
sionaries has been very busy, feeding over
125 needy people at the Emmaus Soup
Kitchen and donating new shoes to the Erie City
Mission Children’s Shoe Project. Bro. Tom
Ruhmann, OMI, and Bette Meyer from the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville,
IL, visiting in Erie, joined in honoring Jackie
Johnson in her retirement. Jackie was the
local Catholic Charities Disabilities and Deaf
Ministries Coordinator. The Chapter also welcomed the new Disablities and Deaf Ministries’
director, Michael Adamus.
Right: Bro. Ruhmann, Erie Chapter’s Pat
Fronzaglia and Bette Meyer

L

ast October, the novitiate community joined Oblates of the
Belleville region at the Oblate
cemetery at St. Henry’s residence for
a service of remembrance of deceased Oblates.
The list of Oblates who died
this past year was read, the Salve
Regina was chanted and as we
walked away the sky opened up.
The St. Henry’s community
had invited the novitiate community
to join them for dinner and share in
Oblate hospitality.

T

en young men participated in the
Come and See at the prenovitiate,
Buffalo, NY. Six came from Texas,
two from the Midwest, one from California and one from the DC area. All the vocation directors brought someone. The
four vocation directors were present as
well as the prenovice community. Presentations were given by Manuel Romero,
Philip Cantu and Robert Huffor. Three of
the vocation directors stayed at Our Lady
of Hope parish.
OMI-USA - 10

If You Only Had
6 Seconds…
…what would your message on
some billboards be, to move people
to consider the role of faith in their
lives?

That is the question that
several Partners and Oblates involved with “Invitation To Faith”
(ITF), a billboard campaign jointly
sponsored by the Partnership and
the US Province, have been asking in discussions held over the
past few months.
US Province delegates to the
campaign are Frs. Art Flores and
Greg Gallagher and Will Shaw from
Oblate Media. Partners involved include Vince Miller, Ed Murray,
HOMI, Artie Pingolt, Fr. Tom
Singer, OMI and Alicia von
Stamwitz. Cameo appearances have

also been made by
Bill Undertajlo and
Frs. Jim Brobst,
Allen Maes, Tom
Ovalle.
Invitation
To Faith will be
launched in the first
quarter of 2013,
with billboards in
the St. Louis and
Houston areas.
The campaign has
been made possible by Vince Miller, who
orchestrated the gift of 7 billboards, for
one year, from the Drury Corporation.
Will Shaw has also recruited pro bono
creative guidance
from the Belleville
firm InFocus Marketing. Private donor funds will be
raised to create the
large printed vinyl
sheets that will be
mounted on the
boards and a grant
application is being
submitted for the
“back end” portion
of ITF.
The “back end”
resources of the campaign will include a
dedicated internet location for responders, leading to dialogue via email, phone
or special events with select Oblates who

,

will comprise the Billboard Pastoral
Team (BPT).
“Invitation To Faith is
about more than putting a message
out there that moves people to
reach out,” says Pingolt. “It is about
thoughtful and welcoming stewardship of those responders, individuals who have the courage to come
to us and share their faith questions
and struggles.”
What is known now is that millions of people will see the message once
the boards are up. Look for updates
on Invitation To Faith in 2013!
The pictured billboard renderings here are not the final creative product to be used for Invitation To Faith, but they are representative of the type of message the
campaign hopes to project: invitational, reflective, easy to read.

2013 DeMazenod Conference
“Discovering and Practicing the
Presence of God: Catholic Spirituality
for Everyday Living”
April 12-14, 2013
Oblate Renewal Center
San Antonio, TX
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St. Kateri is remembered

O

blates ministering on theNative American Reservations in Minnesota
and South Dakota celebrated the canonization of St. Kateri Tekakwitha.
Fr. Walter Butor travelled to Rome with several of his parishioners from St. Benedict’s Parish in White Earth, MN to join the many thousands
of pilgrims who rejoiced
at the declaration of this
first Native American
female’s holiness of life.
Six other men and
women were also canonized on that October day.
On the Minnesota
reservation itself, Frs.
Dwight Hoeberechts
(right) and Bob Morin celebrated special Masses incorporating several elements
of the Native American culture in each of the six parishes they serve.
In Sisseton, SD, Fr. Joe Hitpas also observed the special day at St.
Katherine’s on the Lake Traverse Indian Reservaion of the Sisseton-Wahpeton
Sioux with special prayers.

R

ight: Celebrating the feast of the
Immaculate Conception at the
novitiate: Sidney Sakala (Zambia),
Victor Patricio, Sergio Gonzalez, John
Barrientes, (U.S.) and Bradley Clarke
(Lacombe). Eugene Mule (Zambia), not in
the picture, was the lector for the Mass.

B

elow: Among those attending the NE
area meeting were: Frs. George
Kirwin, George Croft, Jim
Taggart, Don Lozier and Andé Houle
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L

ast October the religious sisters
from Africa and Vietnam who
are studying with the prenovices
at D’Youville College in Buffalo, NY
joined the prenovitiate community for a
meal.

Standing, l-r: -Mano Romero, James
Trevino, Philip Cantu, Fr. Quilin Bouzi
OMI, Daniel Bourg, Kevin Santander,
Sr. Mary Magdalen FMSR, Fr. Richard
Sudlik OMI, Robert Huffor. Kneeling
from left to right-Sr. Mary Francis
FMSR, Sr. Mary Do FMSR, Sr. Aurelia
BM, Sr. Joyce OSB, Fr. Jim Fee OMI.

H

ere they are again! And at
another meal! This time it’s
at the Thunder Café in
Union Station, taken on the occasion
of the annual visit of the prenovices
to 391 at Thanksgiving. They spent
a couple of days sightseeing in
Washington.

Clockwise: Fr. Dick Sudlik, James
Trevino, Robert Huffor, Austin
Gutierrez, Daniel Bourg, Philip
Cantu, Fr. Greg Gallagher, Manuel
Romero, Kevin Sandander.

F

r. Adam Silas, pastor of
Blessed John Paul II parish in
Brampton, ON, welcomed
members of CROCUS to his parish
during their Fall meeting.

Together for the celebration of
Mass were: Frs. Wojciech Kowal
(Assumption) Warren Brown; John
Malazdrewich (Lacombe); Adam Silas
(Assumption); Marian Gil (Assumption);
Gilbert Mason (Lacombe); Jacques
Laliberté (Notre-Dame-du-Cap); Lou
Studer and Bill Antone. Fr. Luc
Tardif, provincial of Notre-Damedu-Cap, was absent because of illness.
January 2013-13

Another Oblate receives Cheverus award

B

ro. James Lucas, OMI, was
among those to whom Cardinal Seán P. O’Malley presented Cheverus Award Medals to
laypersons, deacons and religious on
Nov. 18 at the Cathedral of the Holy
Cross.
First presented in 2008 at the
conclusion of the archdiocese’s
bicentennial, the annual award
recognizes Catholics for their dedicated
service to the Church. The medal is
named for the city’s first bishop, JeanLouis Anne Magdelaine Lefebvre de
Cheverus, who led the diocese from
1808 until his return to France in 1824.
Bishop Cheverus died in 1836 as the
Archbishop
of
Bordeaux.
The medal recipients are
chosen for their service to the Church
and God’s people. Most are

nominated by their pastor, forwarded
by their area vicar and approved by
their regional bishop and Cardinal
O’Malley. Some are personally
selected by the Cardinal.
Each year, the archdiocese
asks one third of the parishes to
nominate a parishioner, giving most
parishes one honoree every 3 years.
The Regional Bishops each
year are asked to nominate from their
respective regions a religious and a
deacon of similar qualifications to be
honored with the Cheverus medal.
The Central Ministries of the
archdiocese also make nominations
from among religious, deacons and
lay persons who serve on
archdiocesan committees or lead
important ministries.
Bro. Lucas has been an

Oblate of Mary Immaculate since
1952. Much of his ministry lately has
been in Tewksbury, MA where he has
brought Holy Communion to the sick.
This is the third time an
Oblate was named. Bro. Charlie
Gilbert was a 2010 recipient, as was
lay associate, Ann Casey, in 2011.

Oblate Musical Camp presents Les Miserables

T

Since every year the show has OMI, to be organizing another Oblate
he Lourdes Grotto in San
Antonio organized its third improved on all artistic levels, the youth Musical Camp during the 3rd week of
Oblate Musical Camp and can count on producer Fr. Leo Perez, June, 2013.
presented “Les Miserables” on June 23,
2012.
Conducted and directed by
professionals from Houston Grand
Opera, the show highlighted the
talents of 16 Texas teenagers who
spent a week on campus learning the
music based on Victor Hugo’s
timeless classic.
Youth Ministers from San
Juan de los Lagos Parish organized
the prayer times and retreat
experiences which rounded out the
exciting week.
O b l a t e
ministerial sites which sent students
included St. Eugene’s Parish in
Brownsville, San Juan de los Lagos
and the Lourdes Grotto/Tepeyac de
San Antonio.
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Secularity workshop at CUA

O

n Dec. 1-2, 2012 Fr. George
F. McLean, OMI convoked
at the Catholic University of
America a meeting of representatives
of the seven international research
teams he has organized in response to
four major challenges facing the Church
today:
* the exodus of young adults,

* credibility in the face of scandals,
* change and stability of its moral
teaching, and
* the multiple spiritualities opening
in these global times.
On the far right in the group
photo is Charles Taylor, world’s
leading thinker on secularity. Other
scholars present were from Heythrop

in London, the Gregorian in Rome,
Charles University in Prague, and
Marquette, Boston College, Chicago
Theological Union, Georgetown and
Catholic University in the U.S.
Oblates present included also
Frs. William Antone and Séamus Finn.
Special prize for finding Fr. David Power.
Conference members staying
at 391 included: Charles Taylor
(McGill U-Montreal); Louis Perron
and Sophie Clotier (St Paul UOttawa); Anthony Carroll (Heythrop
U-England); Fr. João Vila-Chã, SJ
(Gregorian U-Rome); Vincent Shen
(U of Toronto); Fr. Philop Rossi, SJ
and James South (Marquette U); and
James Sweeney.
The next of the international
conferences of the Council for Research
in Values and Philosophy will be held in
India: Jan. 6-7: Punjab U. in
Chandigarh, Identity and Otherness;
Jan. 10-12: Banaras Hindu U. in
Varanasi: Values Embedded in
Philosophy; Jan. 14-15: Visva-Bharati
U. in Santiniketan: Values and
Contemporary Culture: An Indian
Perspective.

B

ro. Tom Cruise of the Garin
Residence was honored on Friday,
November 23rd at St. Joseph the
Worker Shrine in Lowell as he celebrates
his 65th Anniversary of Religious Vows
this year. There was a Mass at noon
followed by a special luncheon. Oblate
guests in attendance included Frs. Jim
Taggart, Jim Flavin, Terry O’Connell,
Gene Tremblay, Séamus Finn and Bro. Jim
Lucas. Séamus’s brother, Fr. Dan Finn,
along with other members of the Finn,
Cruise and Kennedy families, including
Senator Thomas Kennedy, HOMI,
attended.
January 2013-15

End Runs

Ö
Another parish associated with the Oblates, Prince of Peace,
has celebrated its centennial. In 1912 Fr. Paul Hally, OMI, founded
a small chapel in Lyford, TX as the community’s first place of worship.
At the time, Lyford was occupied by Texas Rangers protecting the
area from raiders crossing the U.S.-Mexican border. Oblates from
Our Lady of Guadalupe parish in Raymondville TX staffed the parish
until 1963, when they turned it over to the Salesians.
Ö
A total of 32,934 Brownsville students cast ballots this year in
the Kids Voting USA-Brownsville mock-election, reflecting a 65.5%
voter turnout. Fr. Armand Matthew, OMI helped found the organization and is still involved at age 90.
Ö
Another reminder that the convocation in 2013 will be held at Our Lady
of the Snows Shrine in Belleville, IL, April 15-19, 2013. Frs. Ray John Marek
and Tom Ovalle are co-chair and assisted by: Frs. Don Arel, Richard Hall
and Ray Cook. The theme is “We are one and strong, on fire still”. Keynote speakers are: Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI (Oblate Context and Renewal),
Fr. Joseph Nassal, CPpS, (Spirituality), Bro. Loughlan Sofield, ST, (Community), Fr. Stephen Bevins, SVD (Mission).
Ö
Under the leadership of Frs. Ron LaFramboise, Bill O’Donnell and
Harry Winter, an affiliate program has been created at St. Casimir’s and St.
Patrick’s in St. Paul, MN. The group had decided to meet on the first Monday
of the month, at 5 pm for Evening Prayer/Oraison, dinner and time with the Oblate community. It is an opportunity for the young men to know us in an informal
environment. Fergus Ruiz Corbella, Neal Gallagher and Joseph Schmidt came
for the first time on October 22, for a delicious turkey dinner. The affiliates had
a great time becoming more acquainted and listening to Harry’s inspirational vocation story. They enjoyed themselves and returned a second time on Nov. 5 for
ham dinner and enjoyed hearing Bill’s personal journey. One of the three was
able to join us at the area meeting for dinner on Tuesday evening, Oct. 30, and
another affiliate, Jarod Schreifels came for breakfast on the 31.
Ö
On November 7th Fr. Gene Tremblay, OMI, concluded exploration
of Islam as a Major Non-Christian Western Faith at St. Joseph the Worker
Shrine, Lowell, MA The Fall Program was conducted on 7 successive Wednesdays and drew some 60 participants who enjoyed “Soup and Substance” format. Special thanks go to Sandy Gallinaro and Ann Casey – Oblate Associates who coordinated a few additional Associate volunteers and who carried out
the practicalities of putting on such a program over those several weeks.

Remember to check out the province’s
website for more information and links to
other Oblate news items.
www.omiusa.org
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