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Scholastics receive Minor Orders, renew vows

F

ive Oblate scholastics were installed as acolytes and lectors and one
renewed his vows last February 18 in ceremonies at the Oblate School
of Theology. Area Councilor Fr. Thomas Ovalle, OMI, presided at
the event.
Right, Zambian Schol. Bro. Kasonde Michael Musaba prepares to sign his renewal
of vows document.Below, left: Schol. Bros. Devin Watkins, Lucio Castillo and David
Uribe are installed as lectors (not pictured, Jesse Esqueda), as deacon Ricky Lopez,
Juan Gaspar and Fr. Raul Salas look on. Below, right: Schol. Bros. Dan Janulewicz
(Assumption Province), Gabriel Sobrevilla and Juan Gaspar are installed as acolytes.

O

n March 19, 2010 in Washington, DC, a
group of petitioners, representing various organizations in Brazil, made their
case to the Inter-American Human Rights Commission concerning the conditions of overcrowding and the practice of torture in the Brazilian
prison system. Bro. José de Jesus Filho, OMI,
(front left) represented the Prison Pastoral of
the Brazilian Bishops’ Conference and participated in the presentation at the hearing. Fr.
Séamus Finn, OMI (back) attended the event.
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From the Provincial

The late winter and early spring seasons were occupied with much traveling as the administrative team,
minus Fr. Billy Morell, went to the six Area Assemblies around the province. Due to his commitment
with the fundraisers of the province, Fr. Billy was
unable to attend these Area Assemblies. Both the
theme and flow of these special meetings were organized by the provincial council with the help of Fathers Allen Maes and Dick Sudlik, and centered
around the General Chapter call: “Personal and communal conversion to Jesus Christ in light of our mission.”
The Area Assemblies all began with a holy hour
of prayer for vocations to our congregation. We
viewed together a series of thought-provoking presentations on conversion given by Fathers Frank
Santucci, OMI and Ron Rolheiser, OMI. The last part of the
Assemblies was a presentation on an analysis of our missionary
resources for the next ten years. There was ample time for pri- CROCUS members in the Oblate chapel at the Basilica
vate reflection and prayer and a good series of questions helped Shrine of the Immaculate Conception, l-r: Frs. Jacques
us to have focused discussions and rich opportunities for faith Laliberte, Jean-Claude Gilbert, John Malazdrewich, Henri
sharing as we deepened our understanding of the Chapter’s call Beaudoin, Gilbert Mason, Janusz Blazejak, Bill Morell,
to conversion.
Louis Lougen, Marcel Dumais, Marian Gil.
I was extremely happy with the enthusiastic response and
conversion from the level of nice ideas
participation (75% of the men of the province attended) to the theme and the to a very real search, both personally
DVD presentations. There was courageous honesty to be open and allow our- and communally. We recognized our
selves to be questioned, challenged and called to change, bringing the theme of fears and resistance in this area, but
were sure the grace of God accompanies us and makes possible a renewed religious life for missionaries.
We continue to pray for the success
of the Chapter, above all in the new
fruit our own lives will bear.
One of the high points of these
Assemblies for me was the intervention of Bro. Lucio Cruz, OMI at the
Northeast Area Assembly. Lucio is
doing his internship in Lowell under the
guidance of Fr. Jim Taggart, OMI and
the local Oblate community and lay
people of St. Patrick’s Parish. In a
very personal, clear and articulate way,
Bro. Lucio expressed his own journey of conversion as growth, change
Fr. Lougen swung down to La Morita before the Pacific Area meeting to and development in the areas of faith
visit the prenovitiate class. Here, he poses with Frs. Don Bernard (l), Jim and spirituality; of culture and language;

Dukowski (r), and the prenovices.
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From the Provincial
Continued from page 2
and of human and emotional maturity.
He articulated very strongly his admiration for the lives and mission of the
Oblates he has known. Our witness
is the reason he is drawn to become
an Oblate. All the Oblates present
were deeply moved by the power of
Bro. Lucio’s words.
From March 15th to the 20th,
Fr. Billy Morell and I hosted the meeting of the Oblate leadership of the
Region (CROCUS) in our home in
Washington DC. Present were: Fr.
Jean Claude Gilbert and Fr. Jacques
Laliberté of Notre-Dame-du-Cap
Province; Fr. John Malazdrewich and
Fr. Gil Mason of OMI Lacombe Province; Fr. Janusz Blazejak and Fr.
Marian Gil of Assumption Province;
Fr. Marcel Dumais, General Councilor;
and Fr. Henri Beaudoin, Executive
Secretary for the Region.
On our first evening together,
we were privileged to have the company of Cardinal Francis George,
OMI, of Chicago for several hours in
a spontaneous fraternal exchange.
Cardinal George remarked on the
coming General Chapter and the courage the Congregation has in choosing
conversion as the theme. He encouraged us to assist the Church in the U.S.
and Canada in light of our missionary
charism to encounter new ways to
bring the Gospel to those in our society who are not evangelized. On
March 17th Fr. Paul Waldie, OMI
preached a retreat to us and invited
us to review our lives in the light of the
Chapter theme of conversion, especially around the dimension of personal
prayer. His dynamic style, his own coherence and the depth of his preaching provided us with food for meditation and led us into a faith sharing in

the afternoon which deepened the bonds
of Oblate brotherhood among us.
On Thursday, March 18 th,
CROCUS met with Fr. Daniel
Leblanc, OMI who is working at the
United Nations together with men and
women from other religious congregations on various issues affecting the poor
and indigenous peoples around the
globe. In the afternoon, the province
JPIC office with Fr. Seamus Finn,
Mary O’Herron, George Ngolwe and
Christina Herman gave us an in-depth
look into the many ways they are seeking to act in favor of justice flowing from
our Gospel faith and Catholic teaching
on social doctrine. We also had the
opportunity to celebrate the Eucharist
in memory of Saint Eugene de Mazenod
in the Oblate Chapel, Our Lady Queen
of the Missions, at the Basilica of the
National Shrine of the Immaculate
Conception. There, Fr. Ray Lebrun
serves on staff, and Frs. Charles Hurkes,
Paul Waldie and David Power regularly
assist with Masses and confessions.
On March 24th and 25th I was
happy to participate in the U.S. Province formation meeting with all our
formators and with some formators from
Canada. The meeting took place at Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate in
Godfrey, IL and afforded the opportunity to see the novices who shared with
us their mission statement for the year.

While we were at the novitiate, Fr.
Frank Santucci, OMI, who is in the
U.S. working with our men in various
stages of formation and with Oblate Associates, was also present. We are
grateful for all that he has been doing
for us on this level.
On March 26th the Oblate
School of Theology had a dinner for
faculty and Board in which the Academic Dean, Sr. Elaine Brothers, OSF
and Fr. Jan Heemrood, OMI were honored. Sister Elaine will be leaving OST
in June after eight years of dedicated
service. Fr. Jan has recently retired as
Professor of Old Testament after 39
years of lecturing in San Antonio. The
province is very grateful to Sr. Elaine
for all she has contributed to OST in
her time there, and we wish her many
blessings as she moves on. In a special
way, we also acknowledge Fr. Jan, a
missionary from the Netherlands, who
has given so much of himself to so many
Oblates who are missionaries around
the world. Many thanks, Fr. Jan, and
enjoy a well-deserved retirement!
The Easter season continues
to fill us with peace and joy. Please
keep the General Chapter in prayer that
its spirit may help transform us all. We
deepen our life in the Risen Lord as we
listen to and bless each other after Jesus’
example. May God bless us all!
-Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI

F

r. Eugene Tremblay, OMI,
left, Susan Kay, assistant
director of the Office of
Religious Education of the
Archdiocese of Boston, and
Fr. Terrence O’Connell, OMI,
director of St. Joseph the
Worker Shrine, have
developed a program on
adult faith formation at the
shrine. (From the Lowell Sun)
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Martyrdom sites visited
by Fr. Warren Brown, OMI
In the recent memory of the Church
there have been several instances of
martyrdom for the faith throughout the
world. Some of the more tragic but inspiring stories of those who died for the
faith were written in Central America
during the past thirty years or so.
I was privileged to join twenty
priests and deacons in a pilgrimage/retreat this past January 2010, sponsored by the Maryknolls, visiting some
of the martyrdom sites of those who
died defending their faith in El Salvador
and Guatemala.
We walked on the ‘holy
ground’ where men and women who
spoke out on behalf of the poor and
disenfranchised people, many of whom
were indigenous and campesinos, ultimately gave their blood for speaking out
for their gospel faith.
Those whose stories we shared
and whose world we entered were such
as Archbishop Oscar Romero, Fr.
Rutilio Grande, SJ, Jean Donovan,
Sr. Dorothy Kazel, OSU, Sr. Ita
Ford, MM, Sr. Maura Clarke,
MM, Fr. Ignacio Ellacuria, SJ, Elba
and Celina Ramos, Fr. Stanley
Rother, Fr. Bill Wood, Bishop Juan
Gerardi, and many other men and
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The Central American martyrdom-site pilgrims with children. Fr. Brown
is the 2nd to last priest on the far right.
women whose names are not forgotten
by those who knew them and their
courage.
The retreat team for this pilgrimage included companions, colleagues, fellow ministers and friends of
those who had suffered and died. Our
retreat masters were those who had
died or suffered but whose life story
and spirit spoke louder and more
eloquent than any retreat homily because it was written with the loving
and courageous action of lives which
followed the path of Jesus the Savior. As we traveled to these different
sites we were accompanied by veteran
men and women Maryknoll missioners
who themselves had many stories to tell
of faith, witness and courage in the face
of violence, torture and fear.
Any pilgrimage is an opportunity for reflection on the journey of
life as one travels from one pilgrimage site to another. In this pilgrimage
we were led to reflect on the blood
which was literally poured out again
and again by those whose lives had
been full of the enjoyment of life, faith
and compassion.
After one of these martyrs, Fr.
Rother, of the archdiocese of Oklahoma
City, had been killed by unknown assailants in his rectory in Santiago Atitlan,

Guatemala, an indigenous woman
came and scooped up some of his
blood to be preserved in a jar along
with his heart in a memorial altar in
the parish church. Ten years later
when the heart and blood-filled jar
were removed to be placed in a more
permanent memorial, the blood was
found not to be congealed, but miraculously fluid as it was the day it
was spilled on the floor.
The Central American pilgrimage invited us to consider how we can
make the world a more peaceful place
today and how we can be more conscious of the plight of the poor and
abandoned in our society. We were
chastened by the fact that our US government had supported Guatemalan
and Salvadoran governments in wars
in which thousands of innocent people
had suffered and died, including many
courageous men and women of faith
who worked in solidarity with the poor
and indigenous people.
As one of the veteran missionaries shared with us, “You have to take
your martyrs and saints where you find
them.” The saints are not up on some
beautiful pedestal, they are found in the
dust and ordinariness of life where the
true measure of faith and compassion
is found, shared and treasured.

A

s the provincial noted in his
column in this issue, all of the
US Province formators met
together with some formators from
Canada from March 24-25 at the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate
in Godfrey, IL.

Right, l-r: Frs. Dick Sudlik, Mark
Dean, Bill O’Donnell, Allen Maes,
Raul Salas and Jim Dukowski run
over some of the items for the
formation agenda.

O

n Sunday, March 22, over 200,000 people from around the country rallied on the National Mall in Washington, D.C to pressure
the United States Congress and President Obama to work to reform the broken immigration system. The faith community was joined
by tens of thousands of people from civil rights, immigrant, family and
labor groups.
The March for America targeted the Democratic majority in
Congress and the Obama Administration with a simple message saying
that comprehensive immigration reform needs to be a priority now.
Right: Fr. Fernando Velazquez OMI, (r), from Houston, TX
and George K. Ngolwe (US-JPIC staff working on immigration reform
issues) (l), atttended the rally.

E

ight young men of high school and college ages participated
in a Lenten “Come and See” Vocation Re-treat on March 6th at
Marian Mission Hall next to San Antonio’s Oblate School of
Theology. The participants were from Oblale parishes, Our Lady
of Guadalupe, Midland; St. Patrick’s, Houston; Our Lady of
Guadalupe, Mission and two local diocesan parishes.
Scholastics Jesse Esqueda, OMI and Daniel
Janulewicz, OMI assisted Fr. Charles Banks, OMI throughout the day in directing the retreat which began at 10:00 AM and
concluded at 4:00 PM. The closing Eucharistic celebration was in
the chapel of Oblate Madonna Residence.

Left, l-r: Jordan Psota, Jacob Martinez, Bryan Paine, Paul
Hernandez, Frankie Enriquez, Gus Gonzalez, Paul
Galindo; kneeling: Israel Barbosa
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Personal Reflections
May in the omiusa newsletter usually
means the numbers report from the personnel director, and, after five years of
putting them together, it is very difficult to
find a new way to report. I’ve done
comparisons with the start of the new province, and with the start of this administration
in the past two years, after 3 years of “just the facts, ma’am”.
Maybe it’s time to go back to the basic numbers, although most Oblates have seen a version of this reality at our
recent area assemblies. There, the provincial administration
presented the current numbers by ministry along with some
projections, applying the results of a CARA study of all US
male religious to our province.
What we have, as I write this, is a province of 337
priests and brothers, with 13 in first formation, and two novices. We are expecting to ordain 3 of the 13 on May 22.
Thirty-seven percent (125) of the 337 are retired or on Reduced
Active Ministry status. There are 93 men over the age of 80
(28%) and 44 (including scholastics) under the age of 50 (13%).
These, of course, are just numbers. They don’t tell us
of those who are ministering, full or part-time, when their contemporaries have long since retired from their jobs. Our life
and ministry, thankfully, have never been a job, and the dedication of Oblates in their later years is well known and appreciated by the people they serve.
Reality is what it is, and projections are only that. Still,
the province’s projected number for 5 years from now is only
about 275, with about 100 of those over the age of 75. The
ten year estimate is 197 Oblates.
Underlying all of these numbers is the unique individuality that is each member of the province. We are not
interchangeable parts, but rather ministers with differing gifts
and talents, interests and backgrounds, preferences and outlooks. Those comfortable ministering in Alaska or Maine are
not usually able to be replaced by those who prefer Florida
or South Texas (to cite some extreme geographic examples).
A conversion of outlook is called for by these numbers, a willingness to be a part of the larger ministry of the
province, even if I am asked to do something that isn’t my
preference (or maybe even aligned with my skills) or to go
some place where I’d rather not be. But, as many have discovered in the past, and are doing so now, response to the
call usually brings a wonderful ministry that, if not called, we
never would have chosen.
Pray, and work, for vocations, so that our numbers
will increase, and Oblates will continue to be able to serve the
many people who need to hear the Good News.
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Please remember in prayer
our recently departed
Natalie Higdon, sister of Fr. Edward Krzewinski,
OMI, died Feb. 15 in San Antonio, TX.
Dolores Hall, 80, sister of Fr. Gerry Weber, OMI,
died Feb. 16, in Joliet, IL.
Stephen Pfeifer, 85, brother of Fr. Jim Pfeifer, OMI,
cousin of Fr. Ted and Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI,
died on Feb. 18, in Bakersfield, CA.
Patricia Woestman, sister-in-law of Fr. William
Woestman, OMI, died in Carthage, MO on Feb. 28.
Andre P. Gagnon, 87, brother of Fr. Herve Gagnon,
OMI, died on March 1 in Lowell, MA
Alice C. Carr, 87, sister of Fr. George Kirwin, OMI,
died March 7 in Lower Saucon Township, PA.
Yvette D. Ricard, 92, mother of Bro. Paul Ricard,
OMI, died in W. Stewartstown, NH on March 13.
Peter Musaba, brother of Schol. Bro. Michael
Kasonde Musaba, OMI, died in Zambia on March 18.
Fr. Alcuin Henger, OMI, 82, died in Breckenridge, MN
on March 21.
Fr. David Kraus, OMI, 79, died on April 7 in Belleville,
IL.
Paul H. Louis, 85, brother of Fr. John Louis, OMI,
died on April 8 in Lebanon, IL.

F

or a 2010 Good Friday service the youth group at
Immaculate Conception in Houston made a Wood
Shaving Carpet for the way of the cross. It began
at Immaculate Heart of
Mary parish and
ended at Immaculate
Conception. Nearly
one mile separates the
two parishes.
The youth spent
all day dying and
designing a carpet that
stretched from the
church entrance to the
site where the
crucifixion of Jesus
would be enacted.
-from Fr. Tony Ortiz, OMI

Historic priests’ gathering in Alaska

F

or the first time in the history of
the Roman Catholic Community
in the state of Alaska, all the
priests from the three dioceses of Anchorage, Fairbanks and Juneau gathered in Anchorage for a multi-day convocation from March 8 until March 10,
2010.
Anchorage Archbishop
Roger L. Schwietz, OMI; Fairbanks
Bishop Donald J. Kettler and Juneau
Bishop Edward J. Burns were joined
by 47 priests from around Alaska, gathered as part of the worldwide Year for
Priests.
Travel itself included some
challenges for the priests since they
came from islands in the southeast and
from throughout the interior of Alaska.
Oblate Fathers Joe Dowling and
Andy Sensening, who started out by
car, had to return to their point of origin
due to an avalanche and sought air travel
in order to attend the conference.
The main presenter at the convocation was Msgr. Stephen
Rossetti, an author, educator, psychologist, retreat master and expert on
psychological and spiritual wellness issues for Catholic priests. He currently
teaches Pastoral Theology in the School
of Theology and Religious Studies at
The Catholic University in Washington,
DC.
The topic for this gathering was
“Priestly Ministry in Alaska: Serving
God’s People in the Last Frontier.
Msgr. Rossetti presented statistics on
priestly life in America. In these statistics, 94% of the priests in the US state
that they are happy as a priest and a
great majority (75%) indicated that despite its challenges, celibacy has been a
grace for priests personally. The topics addressed during the gathering also

included the sacramental life of priests,
priest wellness, priest/bishop relations,
steps to holiness, priestly morale &
burnout and issues relative to the clergy
sexual abuse scandals.
In reference to this historical
gathering, Archbishop Schwietz said,
“‘That they may all be one, as you, Father are in me and I in you.’ (John 17:21)

These words of Jesus praying for his
disciples have come to mind at the
March gathering of the priests and bishops of the three dioceses of Alaska.
What a great experience! I am convinced that the Lord is at work among
us, calling us to greater holiness for the
sake of the Gospel. In particular I felt
the prayerful support of the people we
serve herein Alaska. For this, and for my
fellow priests, I am deeply grateful.’

In full view, from l: Fr. James Barrand (Byzantine Rite-Anchorage); Archbishop Roger Schwietz, OMI; Deacon Mick Fornelli (Anchorage),Fr. Jean
Paulin Lockulu (Juneau); Bishop Edward Burns (main presider - Juneau);
Fr. Peter Gorges (Juneau); Fr. Vincent Buezer, SJ (Anchorage); Bishop Donald
Kettler (Fairbanks).

C

hildren in the
religion classes
at the Catholic
Community
in
Sisseton, SD held a
“Penny
Wars”
competition raising
aid for relief of
Haitian earthquake
victims. Pastor, Fr.
Norman Volk, OMI,
celebrates a pizza
party with the
winning fourth grade
students.
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Retreat House Director retires

O

n March 7, over a hundred
friends
and
associates
gathered in Willimantic, CT to pay tribute to
Paulette Bard Melican, the First Lady of Immaculata
Retreat House, as she retired from the position of
director.
Paulette has been associated with Immaculata
since she was a teenage girl and attended retreats there.
Over the years she became a resource for the ministry
at Immaculata. As time went by the condition of the
retreat house had deteriorated and the ministry had
fallen on hard times.
In 2003, Paulette was asked to be director of
the retreat ministry. Her charge was to bring new life
and vision to this venerable institution. Under her leadership, a major renovation took place in the building.
Seventy private rooms were constructed. The meetings rooms, chapel and dining room were renovated.
Even more importantly, a series of new retreat experiences were initiated. Under her leadership, new life

Paulette Melican, Bill, her husband, Evan(3) and Brendan
Bernier(7), grandsons of Bill.
was breathed into Immaculata and the possibility of a bright future
became a reality.

Missionary Association meets at ‘391’
The US Catholic Missionary
Association (USCMA) Board met at
391 in Washington DC for a two-day
meeting March 24-26.
The USCMA, on the board of
which the Oblate Province has had a
place for over a decade, gathers
missionary groups of Religious men and

women as well as lay men and women
with short-term and long-term
missionary experience.
The Association seeks to
deepen the understanding of the
missionary nature of the Church and
keep the missionary agenda before the
eyes of the Church. Its annual

conferences bring together over 200
missionaries to study and discuss
matters of Mission. Every five years
the Association co-sponsors and
organizes the Catholic Mission
Forum, together with: Black and Indian
Missions; Conference of Major Superiors of Men;
USCCB Offices of: Cultural Diveresity in the Church;
Latin America; Evangelization and Catechesis;
Pastoral Care of Migrants and Refugees; Home
Missions; the Catholic Church Extension Society,
Leadership Conference of Women Religious and
the Pontifical Mission Society.

The Forum engages in dialogue
and promotes collaboration among the
various agencies for mission in the
Church in the U.S. In 2010, the Forum
will be held in Albuquerque, NM, Oct.
28-30.

Left, at one of the break-out groups,
Standing, l-r: Fr. Arturo Aguilar, Sr.
Mayon Sylvain, Ms. Alisa Macksey
Sitting, l-r: Sr. Anne Louise Von
Hoene, Fr. Billy Morell, OMI, Ms.
Teresita Gonzalez (USCMA President).
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T

ative people together to think,
dialogue and
plan for the future. In an era
when many religious congregations are wondering who will turn off the lights and
close the doors and windows, the Oblates are doing all they can to provide oil for the lamps and to leave
the doors and windows wide open!
No one better than this international, missionary congregation
can speak from real, lived experiences to the entire world. To be an
Oblate or a friend of an Oblate is to
have a passion for faith communiDear Oblates and Friends, cation. And such communication is
“De Mazenod in the 21st Cen- not merely public relations, but autury: A Faith Communications Con- thentic communication and comwith
the
world.
ference” was simply one more vin- munion
The excellent brainstorming
tage OMI occasion that brought crehis column represents our first
guest writer, to
share comments on the
Partnership-OMI Faith
Communications Conference we hosted February
19-21 at St. Mary’s in
Baltimore.
There’s an old expression that
“an expert is anybody twenty miles
from home with a briefcase.” Well, this
expert is 500 miles from us (Toronto),
with a television camera instead of a
briefcase. He is Father Tom Rosica,
CSB, founder and president of Salt
& Light, the national Catholic television network of Canada.

got us all thinking about how we
speak together, how we understand
our own stories and how we tell those
stories. We spent considerable time exploring OMI spirituality and contemporary faith in light of emerging media trends. The following questions
struck many chords in my own work:
1. Do the existing styles and forms
of Catholic faith communications
fit our contemporary culture?
2. What do readership and
viewership trends suggest about
where we need to invest more personnel
and
resources?
3. Given limited resources, to which
groupof people do we give priority?
Thank you, Oblates of
America, for including me in these
discussions. It is a privilege to journey with you and discover the bigger picture.

Attendees of “DeMazenod in The Twenty-first Century”, back, l-r:, Bob McCarty, Stephen Cooke, Alicia von
Stamwitz, Andrew Small, OMI, Dana Robinson, Ed Murray, Paul Dietrich, Will Shaw, Byron Sletter, Lou Studer,
OMI, Kerry Robinson, Louie Lougen, OMI, Tom Rosica, CSB, Christina Capecchi and Paul Shirer. Seated, l-r: Tom
Singer, OMI, Archbishop Harry Flynn, Billy Morell, OMI, Paul Daly, OMI, Len Busch and Gene Merz, SJ. Front, l-r:
Ron Rolheiser, OMI, Mark Coble, Artie Pingolt, Duane Crandall, Bryan Froehle and Seamus Finn, OMI
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Tijuana ‘jovenes’ build
own ‘Field of Dreams’
by Fr. Pablo Hughes, OMI

Y

ou would think they were pre-

paring for the coming World
Cup of soccer with the frantic
digging, banging, and whirring of cement mixers.
When a group of youth approached our Deacon Julio Cesar about
expansion the small soccer field, he gave
them the green light provided that they
contribute the muscle power .
For the past month an early
brigade of some 8 to 10 youth arrive
dressed in blue T shirts hijacked from
the parish used clothing store to continue the daily construccion of their future field of ‘futbol’ glory. Under the
supervised eyes of some older men,
this uniformed gang, bend rebar, mix
the concrete batter that will hold up a
new retention wall. In the aftenoon
they are eagerly replaced by another
crew while they tread off to their

F

school classes.
Some 500 neighborhood kids
anxiously awaiting its completion so as
to begin their own version of World Cup
‘futbol’ championship games. With the
building skills they are acquiring plus the
development of team work, this group
of ‘jovenes’ has already won something

more valuable than a Gold Cup.
Although fairly well along if anyone is willing to donate a few bags of
cement or its economic equivalent, these
young workers would certainly include
you as collaborators in their field of
dreams south of the border down in
Mexico way !(Not a paid advertisement--Ed.)

r. Umberto Nespolo, OMI, has
returned to his native Italy for retirement. He will reside in the Oblate community of San Giorgio Canavese
in the vecinity of Turin.
Fr. Nespolo was ordained in
1960, and spent the first 15 years of his
priesthood in Laos. In 1975 the Oblates
were expelled from Laos, and Fr.
Nespolo returned for a time to Italy.
Later, he moved to Argentina to
begin ministering to the Hmong and
Laotian diaspora there. In 1984 he continued the same ministry in California.
He spoke at least three Asian
languages and dedicated his whole life
as a priest, heart and soul, to the same
people throughout his 50 years of priest- Celebrating Fr. Nespolo’s 50th ordination, were, standing: Frs. Joe Arong,
Scott Hill, Don Arel; seated: Frs. Nespolo, Karl Davis, and Ciaran Dillon.
hood.
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A

fter 39 years of lecturing in Old Testament
studies at the Oblate School of Theology, Fr.
Jan Heemrood, OMI, missionary from the
Netherlands announced his retirement. The faculty
and Board of OST honored him at a dinner banquet
for his many years of outstanding service to the
Church last March 26.

Left, l-r: Fr. Bob Wright, OMI, Bishop Thomas Flannagan,
HOMI, with Fr. Heemrood. In the background, is Fr.
Warren Brown, OMI (r) with his brother, Paul.

T

his year’s novices, Bros. Jason
Rossignol, Paul Patrick (Assumption
Province) and Patrick Tutt left an
engraved memento of their year at the
novitiate, reading: We are an international
Oblate community under the patronage of our
mother, Mary Immaculate. As novices our goal is
to grow in self-knowledge, holiness and the
missionary charism of our Faunder Saint Eugene
De Mazenod in preparation for first oblation. We
are committed to celebrating a life together as a
community after Jesus Christ and his Apostles. We
embody this spirit through our hospitality,
solidarity with others, especially the poor, and the
stewardship of God’s creation. -2009-2010

Frs. Rudy Nowakowski (l) and Tom Horan
and Mark Dean are pictured with them.

F

r. Robert Wright, OMI, (foreground, left side, glasses) was
among the signers of a book
just published by Texas A&M Press,
after a panel presented the book at
the Texas State Historical Association in Dallas in early March.
The book, Tejano Leadership
in Mexican and Revolutionary Texas,
was edited by Jesús F. de la Teja (College Station: Texas A&M University Press,
2010). Fr. Wright’s chapter is on the
pastor of San Antonio during that
period: “Father Refugio de la Garza:
Controverted Religious Leader.”
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Spring Area Assemblies held

O

blates in six parts of the country gathered for the
Area Assemblies, centered on the 34th General
Chapter theme of Conversion. The first assembly, in
the Pacific region, was reported on in the March OMIUSA.
Once again, the groups viewed and discussed DVD
presentations by Oblate Frs. Ron Rolheiser and Frank Santucci,
challenging all to renew the commitment which is uniquely rooted

on the charism of St. Eugene DeMazenod, providing
the “Oblate identity.”
In his column (page 2) Fr. Lougen reflected,
“I was extremely happy with the enthusiastic response
and participation (75% of the men of the province
attended) to the theme and the DVD presentations.
There was courageous honesty to be open and allow
ourselves to be questioned, challenged and called to
change.’

NC Area Assembly: Feb. 22-23

Above: l-r: Frs. Terry Figel, Wilfrid Upson, Bro. Tony Szklarski,
Frs. Joe Ferraioli, Walter Butor
Below, l-r: Bro. Dan Bozek, Frs. Ron Harrer, Bill O’Donnell, Joe
Ferraioli, Gari Ruthenberg.
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Above, l-r: Frs. Norm Pahl, Larry Antus and
Mitch Byeck
Below, l-r: Frs. Jim Pillar, Wilfrid Upson,
Larry Antus and Al Svobodny.

SC Area Assembly-March 21-22

Right, Top, back, l-r: Frs. Jim Wynne, Paul
Wightman, Andy Chalkey, John Madigan; front,
l-r: Frs. Elmar Mauer, Tom Meyer, Bro. Paul
Daly, Frs. John Ettensohn, Tom Horan.
Middle, front, r-l : Frs. Jim Taylor, John
Madigan, Bro. Andy Lawlor, Frs. Tom Horan,
George Roy; back, l-r: Frs. Jim Wynne, Greg
Gallagher, Sherman Wall.
Bottom, l-r: Bros. Bill Johnson, Ed Driggins,
Frs. Mark Dean and Paul Wightman.

Above, l-r: Frs. Jim Brobst and George Capen
Below, l-r: Frs. Sherman Wall and David Kraus
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NE Area Assembly:
March 9-11

Right, L-r: Bros. James Lucas,
Charles Gilbert, Frs. Frank
DeMers, Francis Gorham,
Roland Couture, Richard Bolduc
and Bill Smith.

Below, l-r: Frs. Mike Powell,
John Hogan, Jim Fee, Bill
Martin, John McHugh.

L-r: Frs. Dan Crahen, Bill Smith, George
McLean

L-r: Frs. Dan Nassaney, Norm Comtois and
Bro. Tom Cruise.
OMI-USA - 14

L-r: Frs. Chester Cappucci, Joe Hitpas, Pat Hollywood,
Adhemar Deveau

SE

Area Assembly:
March 2-4

Right, Top, l-r: Frs. Bill O’Donnell,
Jonathan Closner, John Cox, Tony
Rigoli, Bill Mason;
2nd row: l-r: Frs. Joe Hitpas, Alex
Roque, Paul Waldie, Quilin Buzzi
3rd row: l-r: Frs. Dick Sudlik, Luc
Bouchard, Anthonyraj Arumainathan;
Seated, l-r: Frs. Gil Boucher, André
Tanguay, Ray Lebrun.

SW Area Assembly:
March 17-19

Left: l-r: Frs. José Torres, Mike
Amesse, Ramiro Cortez, Richard
Kulwiec (back to camera)

Right: clockwise from lower l: Frs.
Paul Wilhelm, Leo Perez, Marek
Stroba, Tim Paulsen, Charles
Banks (standing). (Editor cannot
identify the last 3.)
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End Runs

√
The Catholic Distance University posts Fr. Bevil Bramwell’s
homily notes for each coming week in the public part of its website
cdu.edu. Presently, it is listed under ‘news and events’. When the
new site is installed, they will be found at the homily notes button on the
left of the site. Meanwhile, Fr. Bevil’s article A New Day for the
Church in the US appeared in the March Issue of The Priest.
√
Patrick Miner is coordinating an all-class reunion of those who
attended the Oblate juniorate, Our Lady of the Ozarks, in Carthage,
MO. Scheduled for Aug.6-8, 2010, the event will be held at the Shrine
of Our Lady of the Snows, Belleville, IL. His email address is:
patrick_miner_iowa@msn.com.
√
Bro. Julio Narváez who is serving as deacon in San Eugenio
parish in Tijuana will be ordained to the priesthood on May 22nd in
San Antonio. He will be ordained with two other Oblate deacons: Bro. Ricky
López and David Muñoz.
√
New Orleans diocesan paper, Clarion Herald, ran a
front page story on 80 year old Fr. John Morin, OMI, who,
after 40 years as a missionary in Haiti and another 10 years as
coordinator of Haitian ministry in the Boston archdiocese, is now
ministering to the 4000-member Haitian community in New Orleans, many of whom lost relatives in the January earthquake.
√
On March 27, Fr. Séamus Finn, OMI, addressed the Ninth Harvard
University Forum on Islamic Finance: Building Bridges Across Financial
Communities. Fr. Finn’s address was entitled, Faith and Finance: A Catholic
Consideration.
√
On March 6, six young men from Kenai and Soldotna AK joined
Archbishop Roger Schwietz, OMI, and area priests to reflect on vocations to
the priesthood and religous life. The event included a talk from Fr. Joe Dowling,
OMI, who spoke on the joy of the priesthood and community living. Bro. Craig
Bonham, OMI, discussed life as a religious brother.
√
Fr. Tony Ortiz, OMI and Schol. Bro. David
Muñoz, OMI, preached a Parish Mission at Regina PacisSt. Rosalia in Brooklyn, NY from Feb. 21-26. Centering on
the theme, It’s Useless Just to Walk in the Desert, they
preached 3 talks a day, one each in Italian, English and
Spanish. Tony had met the pastor, Msgr. Ronald Marino
when helping out at his parish while doing his CPE at the VA
Hospital inNew York City. About 200 persons attended daily.
√
Taking advantage of
his presence in the U.S., the
Oblate Partners of VA invited
Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI
(back, l) to preach a Day of
Recollection at 391 on April 10,
on the spirit of St. Eugene
DeMazenod and his vision for
ministry. Fr. Bill O’Donnell,
OMI, (back r) made the
arrangements for the event.
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F

r. William Clark, OMI, in
collaboration with Oblate
Associate Marilyn Lawrence
has edited a pamphlet of meditations
culled from the writings of the late Fr.
John Maronic, OMI, founder of the
Victorious Missionaries, whose cause
for canonization was initiated by Bro.
Francis Sullivan, OMI. Fr. Clark is
continuing Bro. Sullivan’s work on the
cause. Check www.vmusa.org for more
information.
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MOVING? WANT TO CONTINUE RECEIVING OMIUSA? PLEASE SEND US
YOUR NEW ADDRESS! Or, if you do not
want to continue receiving it (whether you
move or not), please let us know so we are
not sending unwanted copies. Thank you.

