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15 scholastics begin school year

Continued on page 4A
fter a busy summer of ministry,

language studies, retreats and

vow preparations, the scholas-

tics at George Sexton House of Studies

in San Antonio are back to the daily grind

of classes at Oblate School of Theol-

ogy. Ten Oblates are in first formation at

the San Antonio scholasticate. They are

led and mentored by the superior, Fr.

Raul Salas and his team: Frs. James

Allen and Paul Waldie.

Classes are not the only thing

that make the days and weeks pass

quickly for the young Oblates. They also

take part in TFE: Theological Field

Education….or what older Oblates used

to call “apostolate” or “ministry.”

The big difference nowadays is

that the TFE is arranged through the

school of theology; there are learning

l-r: Kasonde Musaba, Daniel Janulewicz, Terence Chota, Jason Rossignol,
Dawid Karchut, Fr. Raul Salas,  Juan Gaspar, Ulises Silva, Fr. James Allen,
Daniel Ziegler, Rusty Gardiner, Fr. Paul Waldie , Michael Tembo.

contracts; supervision is quite focused;

they reflect with a professor and peers

on their experiences; and there is a cer-

tain sequence to be followed.  First year

students don’t begin their TFE until sec-

ond semester. Second year students

become involved in the RCIA process

in a San Antonio Parish. In third and

fourth year, there is a wider choice of

experiences, but the choice is guided

by OST and the local formation team.

Bro. Juan Gaspar (USA) re-

turns to the scholasticate for his fourth

year, following his pastoral internship in

New Orleans. Other fourth year stu-

dents are Bros. Kasonde Musaba

(Zambia) and Daniel Janulewicz (As-

sumption).

Bro. Jason Rossignol (USA)

begins his third year of theology. Sec-

ond year students are Bros. Rusty

Gardiner (Lacombe), Daniel Ziegler

(USA) and Dawid Karchut (Assump-

tion). Although in his second year in San

Antonio, Bro. Ulises Silva (Mexico)

Gaspar, Janulewicz profess final vows

T
wo  Oblates in their last year of

studies at the Oblate

scholasticate in San Antonio

pronounced their final vows  in Sep-

tember.

 Brother Juan Gaspar pro-

nounced his vows at the Immaculate

Conception Chapel at Oblate

School of Theology on Sept. 1.

Juan, the oldest of 7 brothers born

to Mexican immigrants Maria and

the late Benjamin Gaspar, was born

in 1977 in Houston, TX.

 Before entering the Oblate

pre-novitiate in Buffalo, N.Y., in

2006, he earned a B.A. degree from

the University of St. Thomas in Hous-

ton, TX, and afterwards taught in el-

ementary schools in Houston. After

novitiate in Godfrey, he pronounced

his first vows in 2008 and since that

time, has been a member of the

George Sexton House of Studies

community in San Antonio.

During the 2011-12 school

year, he was at St. Jude Shrine in New

Orleans for his pastoral internship. He

is completing his Master of Divinity de-

Continued on page 4

by Fr. James Allen, OMI

by Fr. James Allen, OMI
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I am participating in the an-

nual meeting of “Young Ob-

lates” in Tewksbury, MA.

The provincial administra-

tion is attending the meeting,

along with Fr. Jim Brobst,

provincial councilor, who is

facilitating the meeting.  We

are lucky to have with us Fr.

Frank Santucci who is giv-

ing us valuable input for our

reflection and discussion.

We are enjoying the

hospitality of our brother

Oblates at the Immaculate Heart of

Mary Residence, a community and in-

firmary of “older” Oblates here in

Tewksbury. We pray that these days be

an experience of mutual blessing. The

Oblates who reside here are a blessing

for the younger Oblates through their

example of faithfulness, wisdom, humor

and patience despite infirmities and old

age.  The younger Oblates are a bless-

ing for their older brothers through their

enthusiasm, excitement and desire to

carry on the mission of Jesus through

the various ministries of the province.

At this meeting of younger Ob-

lates we are discussing what the “Re-

newing the Province Mission” process

will mean for each of us.  A part of the

RPM process has ended.  That was the

part that has produced a series of deci-

sions which we hope will give some di-

rection to the mission and ministries of

the United States Province.

The challenge now, a very dif-

ficult and critical challenge, will be

to make those decisions carriers and

instruments of missionary vision

and meaning and not just instances

of administrative down-sizing and

re-organizing.

With these decisions, we have a

“steering wheel” to help us navigate.  But

questions remain: where to and how and

with what degree of esprit de corps

and even why and for what reasons do

we—as Oblates—take up the call of

Jesus to be his disciples and to “go out

to the whole world and preach the Good

News”?

Asking the questions may be

more important than finding ready and

pat answers.  As usual, though, we should

begin our attempt to answer the ques-

tions in the light of the charism of our

Founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod.  For

him, like St. Paul, the need to preach

the Good News to the poor and aban-

doned was a matter of urgency.  St.

Eugene’s 1825 Preface to the Constitu-

tions and Rules expresses the urgent

need in the context of his time:

“The Church, that glorious in-

heritance purchased by Christ the

Savior at the cost of his own blood,

has in our days been cruelly ravaged.

The beloved spouse of God’s only be-

gotten Son is torn with anguish as

she mourns the

shameful defection of

the children she her-

self bore.”

There are both

great similarities and

differences between

then and now, but the

situation is serious on

many fronts and we still

sense the urgent need

to respond as mission-

aries to and among the poor and aban-

doned of our time and place, while

practicing in our individual and com-

munal lives what we ourselves preach.

In the Preface, Eugene indicates

two responses to the urgent needs be-

fore us. One response is to be sent

out into the world in the cause of sav-

ing souls and the other is to be formed

interiorly and in community as follow-

ers of Jesus. If we are to be success-

ful in any way in our endeavors in the

world, Eugene writes that the Oblates

“must strive to be saints.”

In a letter written earlier this

year to Oblates around the world on

the occasion of the 186th anniversary

of the approval of our Constitutions

and Rules, our Superior General, Fr.

Louie Lougen, reflecting on the

Founder’s Preface, placed before us

these same two ways of responding.

He names these two ways “dimensions

of our vocation”.  They are a daring

response to “the urgent need to evan-

gelize” and the “holiness of the mis-

sionaries”.

So that our own process of

renewal in the province may be au-

thentic, we need to put into prac-

tice these dimensions in tandem:

to be both daring evangelizers and

to be seekers of holiness in our

lives.

The two dimensions cannot stand

alone.  They must be joined together

in our lives.  Someone might think that

Frs. Frank Santucci, David Muñoz, Webert Merilan,
Francisco  Gomez at the Young Oblates’ meeting. Continued on page 3
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if we would only be more “daring”

(while neglecting the other dimension)

or if we would only be more

“prayerful”(while forgetting about be-

ing “daring”) then we would be getting

it right.  We are not just busy evangeliz-

ers “out there doing things”, nor are we

in a monastery quietly “in there” sitting

in prayer.  This fact is what is both at-

tractive and challenging about the Ob-

late charism, the effective joining of

these two dimensions in our daily lives.

The call to be “contemplatives

in action” is not unique in active reli-

gious life, but it is unique and special

for us as Oblates when we place our

lives in the light of the charism, inspira-

tion and specific “style” of St. Eugene.

This call is very challenging because we

easily fall into the constant activity of

“doing things”, even good things, espe-

cially in this constantly connected world,

or we easily remain tied to our secure

and comfortable ways and become in-

different and unmoved.  From there, we

can even become aggressively defen-

sive out of the fear of losing our com-

fortable security.

I conclude with this one ex-

ample, knowing that there are numer-

ous other examples of Oblates and

Oblate collaborators who are respond-

ing with daring and creativity to the ur-

gent needs in our world while at the

same time bringing a faith-filled and con-

templative depth to their missionary work.

The example I highlight is the

ministry of Fr. George McLean.  It is

impossible to summarize in a sentence

or two his work, but imagine a mission-

ary who knows that the Spirit of God is

at work in the peoples of all cultures,

value systems and religions of the world

and then goes out to meet these people

in venues of higher learning and public

administration.  In the ensuing dialogue,

Gospel values are examined and there

is an opening, a “softening” of attitudes

and prejudices, and many more fruits

in the line of scholarship, dialogue,

friendship and faith-sharing.

The impact of Fr. George

McLean’s Council for Research in

Values and Philosophy is felt by Bud-

dhists, Muslims, Christians and others

who are scholars and officials in Tehran,

Moscow, Beijing, Durban, Addis

Ababa, Buenos Aires, Wuhan, Lviv,

Kuala Lumpur—to name only a very few

of the places where his ministry has had

an impact!  His work is centered in and

flows out of and into Washington, D.C.

This example of missionary dar-

ing is not for the faint-hearted and grows

out of an interior, prayerful and hope-

filled depth of faith and fidelity to Jesus

Christ and the Gospel.  Fr. George’s

website: www.crvp.org will help fill in

the picture of this missionary endeavor.

After a year and a few months of

this ministry as provincial, I realize how

blessed I am by my brother Oblates as

well as by the many people, men and

women, who in some way or another

support and collaborate with the Ob-

lates.  I am grateful and blessed to see

the “two dimensions of our vocation” in

the daring and holiness of my brothers,

often lived very quietly.  The Oblates

attending the Young Oblate Meeting

together with the community of elders

here at Immaculate Heart of Mary Resi-

dence in Tewksbury, MA, are sources

of hope and pride.

           --Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

Continued from page 2

From the Provincial

A
lthough Fr. George McLean was not able to attend, the Annual Fall

Seminar of the Council of Reasearch in Values and Philosophy was held

from Sept. 24-Oct. 26 in Washington, DC. It was based on the theme

of “Building Community in a Mobile/Global Age.”

Provincial Fr. Bill Antone dropped in one afteroon and was able to meet

and sit for a picture with a number of those in attendance.

Back, l-r:  Fr. Vensus A. George, SCA (India); Li Maosen (China); Jacek Koltan

(Poland); Vladimir Ivanov (Russia); Gholamreza A’avani (Iran); Michal

Recka (Poland); Jack Hogan (USA); Front, l-r: Alieva Cholpon Erikovna

(Kyrgyzstan); Corazon Toralba (Philippines); Sayyed Hassan Hussaini

(Afghanistan); Ségio Ricardo Silva Gacki (Brazil); Fr. Bill Antone, OMI.
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Renewing vows: Dawid Karchut, Juan Manuel Gaspar,  Rusty Gardiner,
Daniel Ziegler, Jason Rossignol.

15 scholastics
Continued from page 1

is beginning his studies at OST. There

are two new members in the Sexton

House community this year: Bros.

Terence Chota and Michael Tembo

from Zambia.

Outside of Texas, five US

scholastics continue their formation.

Bro. Devin

Watkins has be-

gun his final year

at the Interna-

tional Roman

Scholasticate.

Experiencing

their pastoral in-

ternship in vari-

ous places in the

USA are Bros. David Uribe (St.

Stephen, Miramar, FL); Feliciano

Ortiz Lopez (St. Ferdinand, San

Fernando, CA); Jesse Esqueda (St.

Jude Shrine, New Orleans, LA); and

Lucio Castillo (Our Lady of the Snows

Shrine, Belleville, IL).

gree at Oblate School of Theology and

hopes to be ordained a deacon on

November 17, 2012.

Born in Toronto in 1981, Daniel

is the son of Janusz and Wanda

Janulewicz, Polish immigrants to

Canada. He has two sisters and one

brother. Before entering the pre-novi-

tiate in Buffalo, he acquired a university

degree in computer sciences. He pro-

fessed his first vows in Godfrey in 2008

and then began his theology studies at

Oblate School of Theology in San An-

tonio.

In 2010-11, he had a pastoral

internship experience at St. Casimir Par-

ish in Toronto. He too hopes to be or-

dained a deacon on November 17 and

complete his Master of Divinity degree

in May.

Renewing vows in San Anto-

nio on September 1 were four other

scholastics from the George Sexton

House of Studies: Bros Jason

Rossignol (U.S. Province); Rusty

Gardiner (Lacombe Province); Daniel

Ziegler (U.S. Province); and Dawid

Karchut (Assumption Province).

This school year, there are 10

scholastics residing at Sexton House, a

truly international community: three from

the U.S. Province; one from Mexico;

one from OMI Lacombe Province; two

from Assumption Province; and three

from Zambia. There are also four scho-

lastics from the U.S. Province on pas-

toral internship (in Miami, Belleville,

New Orleans and San Fernando) and

one is studying in Rome.

                       -Fr. Jim Allen, OMI

Feliciano Lopez

Continued from page 1
Vows

L-r:  Lucio Castillo, Devin Watkins, Jesse Esqueda, David Uribe
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Left-r:  Fr. Jack Lau, Bros. Bradley Clarke (Lacombe), Rigoberto Valdivia

(US), Sidney Sakala (Zambia), Sergio Gonzalez (US), Fr. Tom Horan, Bros.

Victor Maunel Patricio Silva (US), Eugene Mule (Zambia), Mitchell Johns

(Australia), John Barrientes (US), Fr. Rudy Nowakowski.

8 enter novitiate

O
n August 17, 2012 the Novi-

 tiate opened its doors once

more.  Since there were no

novices in 2011-2012 and decisions

were still pending around the use of

the Novitiate itself, this opening for

many had the joy of a real “home-

coming.”

Prior to the August re-open-

ing of Novitiate, a punch list of

projects was made in order to ready

the building for the new novices.

Windows were replaced in the nov-

ices’ bedrooms as well in other loca-

tions and the Levis House Foyer ceil-

ing received some urgent repairs and

a paint job.

As the eight novices arrived,

jack hammers welcomed them as the

contractors chiseled away the old un-

even concrete walk ways that

wrapped around two of the buildings.

The workers finished the project just

as our Orientation days began.

During the third  week of Au-

gust prior to the Novices’ arrival, the

Novitiate staff also welcomed the

members of the Novitiate class of

1987-88. (See p. 11).  Many of them

joined us for the  Novitiate Recep-

tion Ceremony on  August 17. Ob-

lates from St. Henry Community,

OLS Community and King’s House

by Fr. Tom Horan, OMI

community also came to show sup-

port for our  new novices.

The novices come from all

parts of the Oblate World.  Mitchell

Johns from Australia came first; the

next day Eugene Mule and Sidney

Sakala arrived from the Zambian

Delegation. The next day John

Barrientes, Rigoberto Valdivia,

Sergio Gonzalez  and Victor

Manuel Patricio all arrived repre-

senting the United States Province.

We are also blessed to have among

our community, Bradley Clark, a

novice from the Lacombe province.

Fr Rudy Nowakowski,

OMI has returned to Novitiate min-

istry after his sabbitiacal year.  Fr.

Jack Lau, OMI has joined our staff

returning from three years of retreat

work in Arnprior, Ontario.  Fr. Tom

Horan, OMI returned from King’s

House Belleville, to assume the role

as Novice Master once more.  Please

keep the Novitiate Community in your

prayers as this year unfolds.
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Please remember in prayer

our recently departed

Sines Lopez, brother of Fr. Amador Lopez,

OMI, died in Spain on Feb. 28.

Norman Autotte, 70, former Oblate, died

on June 27 in Bangor, ME.

Fr. Joseph Vaillancourt, OMI, 91, died

on Aug. 10, 2012 in Lowell, MA.

Fr. Thomas Meyer, OMI, 74, died on

Sept. 7, 2012 in Belleville, IL.

Kathleen E. Martin, 78, sister of Fr. James

Lyons, OMI, died on Sept. 9 in Redwood,

CA.

Fr. Patricio Dominguez-Gutierrez, OMI,

76, died on Sept. 27 in Barcelona, Spain.

Fr. Roland Couture, OMI, 86, died on

Sept. 29 in Lowell, MA.

I was in 8th grade when the

first session of Vatican  II convened in

Rome in October, 1962.  I still remem-

ber lying on the floor in our family living

room, reading the latest news in the secular

papers about those important discussions

of various Church – and world – issues.

Fr. John Frischmon, OMI, had re-

cently visited our 8th grade classroom in Wesley, IA, spent

an evening with my family, and given me careful instructions

about how to fill out the paperwork, should I decide to enter

the high school seminary in Carthage, MO, the next Fall.

This 8th grade year was a major discernment year

for me. Every day of that Fall seemed to bring lively discus-

sion in our classroom about what changes might come in the

Church. There was major speculation about some possible

adaptations in the Mass.  What could this mean for us Mass

servers? It would certainly be easier to respond to prayers in

English than in the Latin we had learned years before.

Perhaps because of my youth or my strong Catholic

upbringing or the fact that this year of my life was a time of

discernment,  there was an excitement, a joy, about being

Catholic, being a part of this worldwide faith community that

is able to accomplish so much good for so many, especially

the poor, all over the world. I was even excited to learn that

this Church could change, could adapt, could adjust, to a

changing world.

Perhaps like many of you, I was delightfully surprised

how different this Pope was from Pius XII. This Pope smiled

often and showed his sense of humor easily. When asked by

a reporter how many people worked at the Vatican, he qui-

etly replied, “about half!”

Many of you older Oblates - and others as well

- undoubtedly remember the years of the Council.  A

few Oblates have shared their personal experiences

of their time in Rome during those exciting days.  I

am especially grateful to Jim Allen, David Kalert,

Dick McAlear, David Power and Harry Winter. They

have written their personal reflections.  Harry Win-

ter, OMI, asked me to invite them to share their

impressions of those days as they studied at our Gen-

eral House in Rome for part – or all – of the four

sessions of Vatican II.

I invite you to read their personal impressions and

insights.  Please do so by logging on to http://

community.omiusa.org (If you need help doing this, contact

the provincial secretary, Sr. Ann Diehl (provsec@omiusa.org).

And thanks to Harry for his idea of asking these Oblates

to share their stories.

For me, their reflections brought to mind my own

appreciation for the daring and courage of Pope John

XXIII in recognizing the need for the Church – which he

loved so deeply – to adapt to the needs of modern times.

Quite significantly for us Oblates, and other con-

gregations as well, the spirit of renewal in the Church

brought about by Vatican II has made possible a new way

of understanding the Church.  Recognizing the Church as

“the people of God,” not essentially only the hierarchy,

has ultimately made possible that our U.S. province is much

larger than just the Oblates.  Honorary Oblates, dedi-

cated employees, Oblate Associates, generous donors,

those who minister with us, our affiliates, all share in the

vision and charism of St. Eugene. They help bring that

vision and sense of mission to our U.S. Society and cul-

ture and to the wider world.

Vatican II clearly recognized the need for a new

ecclesiology, one that encouraged all the people of God

to use their talents and gifts, in co-operation with the Spirit,

to bring the good news of Jesus. This was St. Eugene’s

passion. It is ours as well.

-Fr. Louis Studer, OMI
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P
 renovices in Buffalo, NY, l-r:  Philip Cantu, 23, (San Antonio, TX);

Daniel Bourg, 26,  (San Antonio); Waldemar Rivera, 33, originally from

Lowell-spent years in the service. Austin Gutierrz, 19 (Houston);  Frs.

Dick Sudlik and Jim Fee; James Trevino, 30 (Laredo, TX); Robert  Huffor, 20

(Whitinville MA);  Kevin Santandar, 18  (St. Louis, MO);  Manuel Romero, 33

(Houston).

Scholasticate superiors meet in Rome
F

 
r. Raul Salas, OMI, joined 27

other  scholastic superiors and mem-

bers of the General Administration at

the General House  in Rome  from Aug.

6-23 to discuss the life of St. Eugene,

the charism of the Oblate mission, the

new General Norms, the calls to con-

version from the 2010 chapter, and to

share the experience of community life

and formation from their units.

Fr. Louie Lougen spent the

last couple of days listening and then

sharing his expectations for Oblate for-

mation.  He expressed hope for the fu-

ture of the congregation,  even though

there are some challenges that may

seem insurmountable.

The workshop was presented

in the three official languages: French,

Spanish and English.  The main pre-

senters were Frs. Frank Santucci

and Fabio Ciardi on the life of St.

Eugene, the charism of the Oblates,

studies on Oblate life and formation;

Fr. Paolo Archiati on the General

Norms; plus some of the General

Administration Council on the calls to

conversion.

Also present were members of

a  sister community, the Oblatas, who

are also preparing to revise their norms

on formation.

It was impressive to hear the

growth of candidates in Asia, Africa and

Mexico, but also to hear their struggle

to meet the needs and lack of resources

that they have to overcome.
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B
ecause of remodeling of the

fac i l i t ies  in  Aix-en-

Provence, the 3-week “De

Mazenod Experience” sponsored

by the Oblate European Formation

Bureau  for scholastics preparing

for their final oblation was held this

year  a t  the  Medi ter ranean

Province’s provincial house in

Frascati, just outside of Rome.

Eighteen scholastics from four

continents and seven different

scholasticates made it a truly interna-

tional event. Fr. Frank Santucci pro-

vided input on St. Eugene de Mazenod

and the charism of the Congregation.

Offering reflections on the vows

was Fr. Jeevendra Paul, Grant Direc-

Scholastics gather in Franscati
for  the DeMazenod Experience

L-r: Bros. Devin Watkins, Lucio Castillo, Jesse Esqueda, Grzegorz Glabas

(Poland), David Uribe, Ulises Silva (Mexico)

tor at the General Administration. There

were also presentations by Assistants

General, Frs. Cornelius Ngoka and

Gilberto Piñón, plus a day spent with

the Superior General, Fr. Louis

Lougen.

St. Eugene de Mazenod kept

detailed diaries of his own visits to

Rome. Visiting places described by the

Founder, such as the room of St.

Ignatius Loyola  and the churches where

he was ordained a bishop and where

he waited for news of the approval of

the Constitutions and Rules, were sa-

cred moments for the young Oblates.

They were also able to tour the Gen-

eral House and meet some of the Ob-

lates who live there.

Five scholastics from George

Sexton House of Studies in San

Antonio, TX attended the event. Bros.

Daniel Janulewicz (Assumption

Province); Ulises Silva (Mexico) and

from the U.S. Province, David Uribe,

Jesse Esqueda, and Lucio Castillo.

The latter three were able to reconnect

with their novitiate classmate, Devin

Watkins, a student at the International

Roman Scholasticate.

               -from www.omiworld.org

T
he Caravan for Peace with Justice and Dignity

led by renowned Mexican poet Javier Sicilia

formed an historic caravan across the United

States that traveled from San Diego, CA, to Washing-

ton D.C.

Javier Sicilia, who

lost his son in drug

related violence in

2011, has joined

with other families

who have lost loved

ones to violence in

Mexico to advocate

for a stop to the

bloodshed in

Mexico and for new

government policies

and reforms in both

countries to combat

the violence. The

caravan recognizes

five interrelated areas:

drug war policies,

arms trafficking,

money laundering,

US foreign aid policy, and immigration.

The Caravan stopped in San Antonio, TX on Aug.

24th,where Oblate representatives showed their solidar-

ity with the effort. Oblate priests Séamus Finn (above)

and Rufus Whitley (left)  joined the Caravan of Peace

gathering at Freedom Plaza in downtown Washington, DC

on Sept 10th.

Oblates meet Peace Caravan
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T
he Novitiate Class of 1987/

1988 gathered on the grounds

of the novitiate in Godfrey for a

retreat from August 13-17.  The retreat

ended with the Investiture of the new

Novice Class of 2012.  August 1,

2013, will mark the 25th anniversary

of First Profession for this class.  The

class wanted to begin a year long cel-

ebration of their silver anniversary of

vows by gathering for a retreat and a

reunion.

Of the fifteen novices that be-

gan novitiate in 1987, twelve made their

First Profession, eleven eventually fin-

ished First Formation and were or-

dained.  One left the Congregation.  Of

the ten remaining, seven are Oblates,

and three are diocesan.  Our diocesan

brothers credit their years of formation

with the Oblates as pivotal and signifi-

cant moments in their lives.  All three

were present for the retreat in August.

The retreat, preached by Ray

Cook, was a wonderful opportunity to

pray and give thanks for so many years

of service to God’s people.  All of us

“adopted” the new novice class of

2012/2013, pledging to keep each of

them in our prayers as they embark on

their journey towards their First Pro-

fession.

1987-88 Novitiate Class holds retreat/reunion
by Fr. Art Flores, OMI

Front, l-r: Frs. Richard Hall, OMI,  Gus Steward (Colorado Springs), Nick

Harding, OMI, Art Flores, OMI; Back, l-r: Frs. Brad Noonan (Colorado Springs),

Greg Gallagher, OMI, Tony Wroblewski (Duluth), Tom Horan, OMI. Unable

to attend: Frs Joe LaBelle, Fredrik Emanuelson.

McLean named Distinguished Alumnus

F
r. George McLean, OMI

was inducted into the Lowell

(MA) High School

Distinguished Alumni during

ceremonies at the school on

November 3.

A 1946 graduate, Fr. McLean

this year joins  four other former

graduates who are leaders in

education, business and religion: toy

company founder, Milton Bradley

(class of 1854); Engineer Roger

Boisjoly (class of 1955); William

Samaras (class of 1959), retired

headmaster of LHS; and executive

vice president of Liberty Mutual

Insurance Co. Timothy Sweeney

(class of 1983).

Fr. McLean was recognized as

“a highly educated and well respected

scholar who currently serves as the

Director of the Center for the Study of

Culture and Values and Professor

Emeritus, School of Philosophy, The

Catholic University of America.”

With the addition of these

five, the wall of the school entrance

will now have etched on it 40 names

of award “recipients who have

distinguished themselves by

reaching the highest level of

accomplishment and possess the

highest standards of integrity and

character.”

Among those 40 will be found

Cardinal William H.  O’Connell (1876),

Gov. Benjamin Butler (1831); author

Jack Kerouac (1939); territorial

governor of Puerto Rico Charles Allen

(1865); entertainer Ed McMahon

(1940); Sen. Paul Tsongas (1958);

New England Patriots founder Billy

Sullivan and Congressman F. Bradford

Morse (1938).
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T
he Annual Parnership

Meeting and Oblate Fo

rum of the took place in Wash-

ington, DC  Sept. 28–30. More than

40 Partners, Oblates and friends  from

all over the U.S. gathered  to engage in

dialogue on the theme, Faith  Serving

Justice.

Friday evening kicked off

with a social hour followed by a “A

Personal Recollection of Vatican II”

by Fr. David N. Power, OMI. He

reflected on the changes in the

Church since the Council and on his

experiences as a young Oblate given

the chance to attend Council sessions

in 1962.

On Saturday, the group met

in the Executive Boardroom of the

Express Scripts Building in down-

town DC, hosted by Oblate Partner

and Express Scripts Vice President,

Rob Lively. The Partnership’s An-

nual Report was presented by Artie

Pingolt with additional comments

from partnership grant

writer, Graciela Etchart,

Will Shaw and Oblate Fa-

thers Tom Singer, Will-

iam Antone,  and

Barnabas Simatende.

Among the projects

supported by the Partner-

ship were: The School of

Philosophy, a girls’

dormitory, and

medicines for a clinic

in Zambia; equip-

ment, supplies and a

mobile clinic for La Morita,

Mexico; a chapel in India;

education for single mothers in

the Congo and equipment for

a seminary in Cameroun.

The meeting featured

panel discussions on issues of

importance to the partners: Fr.

Séamus Finn, OMI   moderated a

discussion on “Faith Serving Justice

in Corporate and Public Life.” The

panel of featured partners: Paul

Dietrich, Bob Klosterman, Rob

Lively, former Colorado Governor,

Bill Ritter and  Sr. Theresa

Sandok, OSM.

A second panel, “Faith Serv-

ing Justice in Religious and Church

Life” featured Oblate Fathers Bill

Antone, Séamus Finn and Rufus

Whitley.This panel was moderated

by the National Director of Pontifical

Missions, Fr. Andrew Small, OMI.

A high point of the Saturday

agenda was the presentation  of the

Blessed Joseph Gerard Award to

Richard and Linda Scott with  Award

Linda Scott, Graciela Etchart, Diane
Conoccholi and Fr. Simatende, at the social.

Fr. Ray Lebrun, Rosemary Walsh and
Fr. Antone at the social.

Len and Marge Busch receive Gerard
Award from Fr. Billy Morell.

John Whitehurst (glasses) hands out t-shirts
he had made for the event.

Continued on page 11

-
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T
he Oblate Partnership Billboard Committee is

working to craft a strategy for the use of bill

boards in the St. Louis area and in Houston,

sponsored by the media arm of the Drury Corporation

(Vince Miller and Charles & Shirley Drury are

Partners).

The general idea is to extend an invitation to

Catholics who are looking for a greater sense of con-

nection/affiliation at some level.

The campaign will bring them to a site, ideally

chaplained by an Oblate that can then direct a “next

step” of engagement, whether that be vocation per-

sonnel, Oblate Associates, Partnership, a retreat, spiri-

tual direction or perhaps merely a donor relationship.

The broad targeting is owing to the “response

demographics” of billboard readers:   ages 20-55,

based on Drury’s research.
Back, l-r: Ed Murray, HOMI, Vince Miller,  Will Shaw, Fr. Greg
Gallagher; front, l-r: Artie Pingolt, Fr. Art Flores.

Continued from page 9

Partnership Forum

Len and Marge Busch and Rich-

ard and Linda Scott. Named after

one of the first Oblate missionaries to

Africa, the award acknowleged the

valuable and continued contributions

of these Partners in supporting the

poor and most abandoned around the

world.

During the weekend, Partners

had the chance to do some

sightseeing around Washington, in-

cluding a private visit to the Capitol,

led by Rob Lively, KOM and Maggie

Pingolt. They also attended Mass at

the Oblate chapel, Queen of the Mis-

sions, in the Basilica/Shrine of the

Immaculate Conception, followed by

a cookout at the provincial house.

Story by Will Shaw and Graciela Etchart;

PhD;  pictures by Will Shaw.
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Two Oblates visit JPIC office

F
rs. Camille Piché, OMI and

Kevin McLaughlin, OMI

spent several days at the

Provincial House in Washington, DC

during September.

Fr.  Piché spent decades min-

istering in the Northwest Territories,

before being appointed director of the

Front, l-r: Frs Camille Piché and Kevin McLaughlin; back, l-r: Fr. Séamus
Finn, Mary O’Herron and Christina Herman at a JPIC meeting.

Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation

(JPIC) office in the General Adminis-

tration.

He has  been involved in advo-

cacy and field work in pursuit of social

justice and peace in some of the more

desperate parts of the Caribbean and

Latin America, including Haiti, the Do-

minican Republic, Honduras, Colom-

bia, Bolivia and Peru.

Fr. McLaughlin is with the JPIC

office in the Anglo-Irish province. He

spent several months at the novitiate in

Godfrey, IL and three weeks at the

Native American mission in White

Earth, MN before coming to DC to

spend several weeks doing a brief

internship at the JPIC office here.

He recently complete studies in

ecology and creation studies with the

Columban Fathers in Navan Co Meath,

Ireland. An avid photographer, he

entertained the 391 community with

shots taken on his various travels.

Here, for your edification, the retretants at Belleville, September 17, 2012Here, for your edification, the retretants at Belleville, September 17, 2012Here, for your edification, the retretants at Belleville, September 17, 2012Here, for your edification, the retretants at Belleville, September 17, 2012Here, for your edification, the retretants at Belleville, September 17, 2012
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T
en Oblates observed their

anniversaries at the NC area

jubilee celebrations on Sept. 17

at the Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows,

Belleville, IL. Fr. Lou Studer, OMI

was the principal concelebrant at the

jubilee Mass; Fr. Anthony Rigoli,

OMI delivered the homily.

Celebrating priestly ordination

anniversaries were: Frs. James Datko

(60 years) and Anthony Rigoli (40

years). Celebrating first profession

anniversaries were: 60 years: Frs.

Sherman Wall, Gerald McGovern,

Urban Figge and Thomas Singer; 50

years: Frs. Gerald Bolduc, Norman

Volk and Paul Wilhelm; 40 years: Fr.

Lou Studer.

L-r: Frs. Bolduc, Wall, Volk, McGovern, Studer, Datko, Singer, Rigoli, Figge.

L-r: Frs. Jim Taylor, Bill Woestman, Allen Maes, Joe Hitpas,
Norman Volk, Sherman Wall.

L-r: Bros. Bill Johnson, Pat McGee, Frs. Dave
Kalert and Steve Vasek

NC area honors
jubilarians

Give thanks to theGive thanks to theGive thanks to theGive thanks to theGive thanks to the
LORD, for he isLORD, for he isLORD, for he isLORD, for he isLORD, for he is

good; his love en-good; his love en-good; his love en-good; his love en-good; his love en-
dures forever.dures forever.dures forever.dures forever.dures forever.

-Psalm 107, 1-Psalm 107, 1-Psalm 107, 1-Psalm 107, 1-Psalm 107, 1

Fr. Sherman Wall
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OMCC celebrates 30 years

S
ince 1982 Oblate Media and

Communications Corporation

(OMCC) has been evolving

along with technology to spread the

Gospel through every media platform.

Fr. David Kalert, then

Vicar Provincial of the Central US

Province  said, “We knew that as

Oblates we needed something

with media. To begin, they turned

to Ed Murray, who came to them

from the Catholic newspaper, Our

Sunday Visitor.

Murray recalls, “They were an

imaginative group of Fathers and I was

excited to work with them.”

In the beginning, Oblate Me-

dia produced broadcast programs uti-

lizing free public service time.

In 1987, Oblate Media took

over management of an Oblate radio

station, WMRY-FM.  OMCC at-

tempted to turn it into a ministry aimed

at the secular radio audience before

ever-rising costs forced the province

to sell it in 1992.

Fr. Jim Allen, OMCC’s

chairman at the time, knew the sig-

nificance of media to the Oblates

and felt the most difficult task

was finding OMCC’s niche. So

the company began produc-

ing videos targeting families

and Catholic schools, and

therein found its niche.

Since 2000 OMCC has fo-

cused on catechetical productions along

with a very successful series of taped

presentations by Fr. Ron Rolheiser,

OMI. Bro. Bill Johnson, OMI, board

chair of ten years said, “I knew

Rolheiser was going to get attention be-

cause he had a following and he was

completely open to the idea after the

first taping went so well.”

In addition to the Rolheiser pro-

grams, OMCC’s successful produc-

tions targeting the religious education

market have resulted in sales of

336,000 units since 1994.  Some of the

well known productions include: Sr.

Thea: Her Own Story, the Being

Catholic series, the documentary on

Asian and Pacific Catholics which

aired on ABC-TV in 2011 and Easter

2000.

In the five years, 2006-2011,

OMCC produced 19 programs for

the US province; 15 programs for

various province ministries; 6

programs for the Anglo-Irish Oblates

and 14 work-for-hire for other

programs. Also, 15 programs with

adult spirituality and catechetical

themes were produced.

However, videos aren’t the

only way to spread the Gospel, now

Oblate Media has gone viral.

omiusa.org  as well as

videoswithvalues.org

are two websites

the company

oversees along

with pages on

Twitter and

Facebook.

As Bishop De

Mazenod directed his

missionaries to use the

language of the people

whom they served, OMCC con-

tinues the tradition by taking the Gos-

pel to the audience using the language

of media.
-Story by Becky May and Will Shaw; pic-
ture by Will Shaw.

L-R  General Manager, Regina Evans, Alberta Sheldon, Will Shaw, Becky
May, Frances Betts.  (Missing: sales consultants, Nancy Thomas, Janet Gray)

VISIT THE US OBLATE WEBSITE FOR EXPANDED NEWS STORIES:

WWW.OMIUSA.ORG



November 2012-15

A
s helpful and prevalent as elec-

tronic communication is, noth-

ing replaces face-to-face com-

munication.  In this awareness, a gath-

ering of a dozen Oblates less than ten

years out of first formation gathered at

the Immaculate Heart of Mary Resi-

dence in Tewksbury from Oct. 1-5.

The primary purpose of this

annual meeting is to provide mutual sup-

port and to encourage maintaining im-

portant peer relationships during these

days when classes are much smaller and

the geography of the province much

larger.  This gathering with members of

the administrative team and others from

the provincial council is considered

mandatory for those out of first forma-

tion for five years or

less.  It was recently

expanded to allow

anyone who

wished to partici-

pate up to ten

years. 

The “Un-

der 10” gathering

was planned by

Frs. Jim Brobst,

Area Councilor for

the NC & SC Ar-

eas, Juan Ayala,

Pastor of Our Lady of Guadalupe par-

ish in Laredo, Joe Dowling of the mis-

sion in Tijuana

and Paco

Gomez, di-

rector of the

pre-novitiate

in Tijuana. 

I n

addition, for

time to get re-

acquainted

and keep up

with one an-

other, time

was also set

aside to eatDon’t let the smiles fool you; this is one formidable gang

Fr. Porfirio Garcia, Bro. Lucio Cruz

and pray with the large and rich and

wonderfully hospitable local community

at IHM residence.  Fr. Jim Taggart,

local Area Councilor, provided an op-

portunity for the younger Oblates to

meet with other Lowell-area OMI’s at

the St. Eugene House in Lowell on

Wednesday. 

We were treated to a fine pair

of presentations by Frank Santucci,

OMI about some of the early expec-

tations of leadership which were upon

the first young Oblates in the congre-

gation. 

Elder Oblates Gerry Flater

and Charlie Breault helped round out

the second presentation with perspec-

tives from their own lives and applica-

tion to the present. 

The administrative team also

took time to discuss the current

movements in the  process of the re-

newal of province ministries  and the

unique roles that younger members

may play in it. 

It is clear that although our

future will not be as large as our

past, we have a bright and hopeful

future.  It rests upon the shoulders

of great men who have gone, and

go, before us all.  It also rests with

great men who are with us now, and

will be with us in the years to come. 

Who have you asked to join us?

Frs. Walter Butor, Lou Studer, Ray Cook, Greg Gallagher

Frs. José Antonio Ponce, Joe  Dowling

Young Oblates attend annual meet
by Fr. Jim Brobst, OMI



OMI-USA - 16

En
d
 R

u
n
s

OMI - USA

MOVING?  WANT TO CONTINUE RE-

CEIVING OMIUSA? PLEASE SEND US

YOUR NEW ADDRESS!  Or, if you do not

want to continue receiving it (whether you

move or not), please let us know so we are

not sending unwanted copies.  Thank you.

Newsletter of the U.S. Province of the

Missionary Oblates of Mary Immacu-

late.-391 Michigan Ave., NE  Washing-

ton, DC  20017-1516
President and Publisher:Very Rev.   Bill

Antone, OMI

Editor: Fr. Charles Hurkes, OMI

Direct all submissions,  inquiries and

comments to Charles Hurkes, OMI at

the above address or Fax (202) 529-

4572; Tel: (202) 529-4505  e-mail:

chasomi@omiusa.org
Published six times a year for Oblate per-

sonnel and their friends and supporters;

distributed from the U.S. Provincial Of-

fices in Washington, DC.

√√√√√ St. Casimir’s parishioners, St. Paul, MN showed great interest

on Sunday, Aug. 19, in the historic Statement of Reconciliation signed

by the Patriarch of the Russian Orthodox Church, Kirill I (Cyril) and

the President of the Polish Episcopal  Conference, Archbishop Michalik.

After three years of preparation, Kirill visited Warsaw, Poland from

Aug. 16-18, signing the statement on Aug. 17. Over 50 copies of the

story in the Catholic News Service of Aug. 17 were picked up by

parishioners after Fr. Harry Winter, OMI  explained the statement in

his homily at the three weekend Masses. (Ed’s note: The document

contains a fine statement on the nature of forgiveness, as well as sec-

tions on pro-life issues and religious freedom that are pertinent to the

present U.S. situation.  www.zenit.org/article-35392?]=english.)

√√√√√ On August 29, 2005, Hurricane Katrina caused death and destruction in

the city of New Orleans. On the seventh anniversary of Katrina, August 29,

2012, Hurricane Isaac hit the city with wind and rain. The Oblates at the Shrine

of St. Jude/Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish, adjacent to the famous French Quar-

ter of the city, opened a shelter for over 50 persons affected by Issac. Scholas-

tic Jesse Esqueda, in New Orleans for his pastoral internship, took over kitchen

duties, cooking for the homeless guests. Welcoming them was the pastor, Fr.

Tony Rigoli, assisted by a former missionary to Haiti, Fr. John Morin.

√√√√√ Preparations for the province’s Convocation 2013 in Belleville, IL  are

going forward. Frs. Ray John Marek and Tom Ovalle are co-chairs of the

organizing team. Working with them on planning the convocation are:  Frs. Don

Arel, Richard Hall and Ray Cook. In light of the outcome of the RPM decisions,

these three core foundations have been identified as the theme for the gathering:

1.  Prayer/Spirituality; 2.  Community Life; 3.  Mission/Ministry.

√√√√√ St. Joseph the Worker Shrine in Lowell is featuring Adult

Faith Formation classes conducted on 7 successive Wednes-

days by Fr. Gene Tremblay OMI, S.T.L. The Fall session

opened on September 19 and continues thru September 26;

October 3, 10, 17 (Oct. 24 will be a break – no class), 31;

November 7. This year’s theme is Major Non-Christian West-

ern Faiths.  The Fall sessions are on Islam.  Next Spring (Lent)  Part II will

concentrate on Judaism, a timely lead-up to Passover and Easter.

√√√√√ “Thank you for developing future Catholic Missionaries. St. Helena

Knights of Columbus Council 7965 is honored to donate this $4,000.00 check

this fraternal year to assist with

the formation of young Oblates.

“We pray for you and

your seminaries in support of

your vocations.”

With those words, Mr.

Tony Rasinno presented the

Kinghts’ donation to Oblate

Frs. Raul Salas,  (l) and

Charles Banks (r) last Sep-

tember. .

The Lamb that wasThe Lamb that wasThe Lamb that wasThe Lamb that wasThe Lamb that was
slain is worthy toslain is worthy toslain is worthy toslain is worthy toslain is worthy to

receive powerreceive powerreceive powerreceive powerreceive power
and Divinity andand Divinity andand Divinity andand Divinity andand Divinity and

wisdom andwisdom andwisdom andwisdom andwisdom and
strength and honor;strength and honor;strength and honor;strength and honor;strength and honor;
To Him be glory andTo Him be glory andTo Him be glory andTo Him be glory andTo Him be glory and
empire forever andempire forever andempire forever andempire forever andempire forever and

ever.ever.ever.ever.ever.


