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Sister Addie Lorraine and OST 
See New Horizon Ahead



Oblate School of Theology, founded and sponsored by the Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate, is a Catholic graduate and professional school which   
provides education for the church’s mission and ministry in the world.

The institution prepares persons for pastoral ministry through academic 
study and supervised practice. Through degree and certificate programs, the 
School strives to educate and form candidates for priestly ministry as well as 
lay ministries. The School offers opportunities for professional continuing  
education and personal spiritual renewal to those serving in church and 
society.

Oblate School of Theology models and fosters collaboration in ministry.              
It accomplishes its mission in cooperation with formation communities and 
other ecclesial and societal institutions.

The pastoral orientation of the School requires practical and reflective                
engagement with the multi-cultural, global reality of church and society. 
Drawing upon Oblate School of Theology’s location and historical dedication 
to the Mexican-American presence in the Southwest, the learning, teaching, 
and research of the School pay particular  attention to the diverse and rich 
Hispanic reality of the Americas. 
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE  
Greetings and Gratitude                            
Our President, Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, is on a well-deserved sabbatical leave until January 2013. I 
am grateful to him and to our whole Oblate School of Theology community for the opportunity to 
serve as Acting President of OST during his absence.

Before my arrival in San Antonio earlier this year, I had taught and served in the administration at 
our Oblate Saint Paul University in Ottawa, Ontario, for 29 years. For the last nine of those years, it has been my privilege 
to serve on the OST Board of Trustees. It was always a pleasure to come south for Board meetings and enjoy a bit of Texas 
sunshine and warm weather. 

Over these years I came to appreciate the generosity and enthusiasm with which Board members, professors, administration 
and staff worked so effectively together for the well-being and education of our students and for the overall advancement 
of theological education and ministerial formation here in Texas, throughout the United States and around the world. Since 
arriving here I have been equally impressed by the serious commitment on the part of our students and others who follow 
sessions or courses at OST, to prepare themselves for generous service to others in Church and society.

Together, all of us at OST, along with family, friends and benefactors who graciously encourage and support us, have 
launched off on the often demanding but always exhilarating adventure of learning more about our faith and about the 
world in which we live. In this adventure, we are gift one to another. Whether younger or older, we bring with us, each in 
our own way, so many talents and such rich experience that we can share with one another over the course of our academic 
year. We are indeed a community of learning and formation in which we mutually enrich the lives of one another as we 
prepare to use our talents and experience, research and learning to the service of others around the world.

Perhaps I can complete this greeting to the OST community, students and professors, staff and administrators, Board 
Trustees, our U.S. Oblates, members of our families, generous benefactors and supportive friends with a few meditative 
remarks on gratitude, our response to the generosity we experience in our lives.

Gratitude
Saying “Thank you,” being grateful for a gift or help offered, and thankful to the person who offered it to us, is our way 
of showing our appreciation for that gift. When we say “Thank you,” we are, in our own modest way, being generous 
ourselves in response to the generosity and kindness of another. In saying “Thank you,” we are in turn giving a little of 
ourselves to the person who so generously gave of her or himself to us in giving us a gift or in so kindly helping us. When 
we look around us, we see so many gifts being given and help being offered within our families, among people we know, 
and even around the world. These gifts and this help stand out all the more when they make up for the selfishness we see 
as well in our world, and even at times within ourselves. We quite naturally feel grateful for such generosity and say thanks 
to such generous people.

When we look around us through the eyes of our Christian faith, we recognize that all we have and all we are is gift 
generously given by God, who loves us so deeply. God has given us His only Son and filled our hearts with his Spirit, so 
that we in turn might be generous as He is generous. 

His Spirit in our hearts urges us to sing out in gratitude, grateful for all we have received, whether that be a truly unexpected 
gift, an act of kindness on the part of another person or even the overwhelming abundance of our universe with its billions 
of stars so visible on a clear night. We sing a psalm of thanksgiving to God for all that we are and all that we have 
received. 
       
      

         Dale M. Schlitt, OMI
         Acting President, Oblate School of Theology

Editor’s Note: Father Dale M. Schlitt, OMI, has a long and distinguished academic record. He has earned master’s degrees in Philosophy and 
Religion and the STB and STL in Theology. In 1983, Father Schlitt earned a PhD in Religion at Claremont Graduate School in Claremont, Calif.  
He did pastoral and chaplaincy work in Copenhagen, Denmark, and Green Bay, Wisc.; was a student supervisor at the Oblate House of Studies 
in Cambridge, Mass.; and taught a variety of graduate courses at Saint Paul University in Ottawa. Honors include the Queen Elizabeth II Golden 
Jubilee Medal for Leadership and the Pontifical Medal Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice.  He is listed in Canadian Who’s Who.



Father John Markey, OP, PhD, is in charge of developing Oblate 
School of Theology’s new Doctor of Philosophy program in 
Spirituality in addition to teaching two courses. A San Antonio 

native and a 1980 graduate of Central Catholic High School, he graduated 
from the University of Notre Dame in 1984 and earned an MA in 
theology there two years later. He earned his doctorate from the Graduate 
Theological Union in Berkeley, Calif., in 1997. 
            In 2009, Father Markey became an adjunct professor of theology at 
both OST and St. Mary’s University. In 2010, he joined the full-time OST 
faculty, teaching philosophy and theology. This year, he teaches Church 
History from the Apostolic/Patristic Era to the Reformation and the History 
and Method of Christian Thought. 

 Father Markey describes his new role as “midwifing” the new PhD program, which is still in the 
process of creation. He noted that Dr. Philip Sheldrake, a world-renowned spirituality expert and a professor 
at Cambridge University in Great Britain for some 30 years, will join the OST faculty in 2013 and will teach 
spirituality.
 “We already have the MA in Spirituality, and the PhD is the next logical step,” Father Markey 
explained. “My job is to direct the final stages of setting it up. We have an incredible faculty, both full-time 
and adjunct, so it’s really going through the process of securing accreditation for the program, developing the 
standards and so on.”
    The dream of the PhD program has been an important piece of the unusual energy radiating from 
Oblate School of Theology these days, he noted. “OST at this moment is positioned to become one of the 
most significant emerging centers of theology in the country, and possibly North America. 
   “Today, the biggest part of the growing population, and of the Catholic population in particular, is 
in the Southwest, and we’re the flagship school, not only for the Catholic tradition but in general,” Father 
Markey continued. “We’re already offering one of the largest graduate programs in the Southwest – and we 
expect to grow. In fact, this PhD program will be one of only three devoted exclusively to Spirituality in the 
United States. We plan to expand our ability to serve the ecumenical community, so it will be one of the most 
important programs in the U.S. church,” he said.
 “The Oblates have put so many resources into it, and their best people have moved their education 
here, so this is really their vision, and it’s a long-term investment. The fact that they are so heavily invested in 
it gives me a sense that it has a real future. To believe in Oblate is to believe in that charism and that vision.” 
 Father Markey also noted that the Oblates “are very open to collaboration and ready to open the doors 
not just to Catholics but to the whole community. They see the necessity for academic training in spirituality 
all over the world, and now, OST is in position to offer it internationally,” he said.  
 Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, President of the School, said Father Markey “assumes a highly important 
role that will have wide academic, ecumenical and inter-institutional implications, not just for Oblate School 
of Theology but for all the churches in South Texas.”
 He brings to OST “his congenital eagerness for higher learning and a vision for post-graduate studies 
that will help Oblate make the necessary shift from being primarily a teaching faculty to becoming also a 
faculty of research, publishing and PhD mentoring,” the President said. “John also brings a personality that 
enlivens the campus.” 

Father Markey ‘midwi ng’ PhD program



Cavalier Directs DMin Program

Father Wayne Cavalier, OP, PhD, who has been based at Oblate 
School of Theology since 2005 as founding director of the Congar 
Institute for Ministry Development, added part-time responsibilities 

this summer as director of the School’s Doctor of Ministry program.
 “Wayne brings extensive experience in working with DMin 
students at the Dominicans’ Barry University in Miami,” said Dr. Scott 
Woodward, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of OST. “We’re 
thrilled to have him. He worked with their DMin program for several years, 
and since July 1, he’s been working half-time as director of our DMin 
program. He’s already invigorating the program and bringing in some new 
students.  Wayne is very practical, well-organized, and already he’s running 
with this program and helping it grow,” Dr. Woodward said. 
 A native of Napoleonville, La., Father Cavalier is also the superior of the Dominicans’ Juan Macias 
Priory in San Antonio and has held a variety of other Dominican leadership posts. He earned a bachelor’s 
degree in secondary education at Nicholls State University in 1980 and a Master of Religious Education 
degree at the Catholic University of America in 1985. After a year at the Dominican novitiate at San Martin de 
Porres Parish in Columbia, S.C., Father Cavalier entered the Dominican School of Philosophy and Theology 
at the Graduate Theological Union in Berkeley, Calif. There he earned a Master of Divinity and a Master of 
Arts in Theology.
  He worked in campus ministry at Tulane University and in ministry development with the Glenmary 
Home Missioners until called to serve in various Dominican leadership positions for several years. Father 
Cavalier earned his PhD in Theology and Education at Boston College in 2005. “During those years, the 
Dominicans faced the question of how we could claim an intellectual apostolate in the South, given our 
decreasing numbers and the increasing Catholic population. The answer was equipping lay leaders for 
ministry, using minimal resources and maximizing collaboration,” he said. 
 This initiative became what is now the Congar Institute, named for the famous French Dominican 
theologian Yves Congar, one of the most influential Catholic theologians of the 20th century on the Catholic 
Church’s ecclesiology and its relationship with ecumenism. 
 Father Cavalier worked with a group of home mission congregations, including the Missionary 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate, seeking to address needs of the growing Catholic population in the South 
despite the congregations’ decreasing membership.  “The Oblates were in on the ground floor of this effort to 
equip lay leaders. When we needed a location for the institute, OST provided space for us,” Father Cavalier 
explained.  
 A visiting professor in the Doctor of Ministry program at Barry University beginning in 2003, he 
taught a seminar in practical theology for two weeks twice a year until June 2011.  
 “I’m delighted to be a part of the OST community.  The DMin program here is excellent, and people 
who come here to study and grow in the practice of ministry at the doctoral level will find tremendous 
mentors in the faculty and tremendous resources in the OST library,” he said.    



Dr. Walker Hopes Program Will Build Unity

People of every cultural background can deepen their own faith through knowing and understanding 
the faith journey of African American Catholics. Sister Addie Lorraine Walker, SSND, PhD, has 
joined the faculty of Oblate School of Theology and is developing a program of studies to support 

people who minister with and among African Americans. Her larger goal in the program is to affirm, foster 
and celebrate unity and diversity.  

This will be the first OST program ever designed specifically to address the African American faith 
experience. Dr. Walker hopes to begin teaching the program in the fall of 2013, but she is already hitting 
the ground running. Laying the groundwork for the program during the coming year, she will assess OST 
resources that are available or must be acquired in order to support an African American studies program. She 
also will initiate dialogue with religious leaders in the African American community and seek out partners to 
collaborate with her to develop, design and implement the program.  

“We want to set up a structure for success, especially for a community where we can support African 
American Christian ministers’ efforts to serve their congregations more effectively,” she said. 

The program will be open to anyone interested in African American studies, regardless of religious 
or ethnic background. Dr. Walker hopes to attract students from a variety of faith traditions, Catholic and 
Protestant. All can learn valuable insights from it, she said.

“For example, someone could be from a mostly white Methodist congregation with a 5 percent black 
membership, or from a Catholic parish with 0.5 percent black membership, but they want to know how 
to be more effective; they want to understand their membership and to pull in the resources of the whole 
community,” Dr. Walker explained. 

To know and understand the faith journey of black Catholics in the United States will enhance the faith 
of all Catholics. The faith journey of black Catholics is part of the broader journey of black Christians, she 
said. “Even if a congregation is all white, its ministry needs to teach people how not to be racist. You can’t 



tell the story of Southern Christianity without talking about Southern Baptists, who became a denomination 
specifically because of their stance on slavery; and you can’t ignore the influence that that had on white 
southern Catholics, Methodists, Episcopalians and so on,” Dr. Walker explained. Diversity, she noted, can 
enrich each culture. 

Scott Woodward, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of OST, said that although the School 
has had a steady stream of African American students in recent years, it never has offered a program that 
directly reflects their experience of church.  Many of those students belong to African American Evangelical 
and Pentecostal congregations.

“We’re trying to design a program that will be attractive to them and will serve their community in a way 
we’ve never done before. This will open up a new community to us, and also it will open up new ecumenical 
opportunities,” he explained. “Sister Addie has very strong connections through her years on the faculty of the 
Institute for Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University.  She’ll help us build a good, solid program. We’re 
very excited to have her with us.”

Dr. Woodward said the OST Board of Trustees enthusiastically encouraged school officials to move 
ahead on planning for such a program after hearing Father Ron Rolheiser’s presentation on it. “It was a 
question of the right person, the right time and the availability of funding, and I think we’re there now. It’s 
time for us to reach out in that direction,” he added.  

A native of East Austin, Dr. Walker remembers as a child reading newspaper accounts of the civil rights 
revolution and the plight of starving Biafran children during the Nigerian civil war.  “I cried a lot for them,” 
she recalled. “My grandmother said, ‘Honey, you’re going to be crying a long time, because the world is so 
broken.’” Her concern inspired in her a determination to build understanding across religious, ethnic, cultural 
and gender barriers, drawing from the examples of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Blessed Pope John XXIII.

She drew particular inspiration from Pope John’s famous greeting to religious leaders of other traditions, 
“I am Joseph, your brother.” Dr. Walker said she understood herself in a similar way. Reciting the papal quote, 
she laughed and said, “I guess I’d be Josephine.”  

Also during her childhood, Walker decided on her own to become a Catholic, while continuing to attend 
services with her family at Simpson Methodist Episcopal Church. She was active in the Catholic Youth 
Organization and played the piano and organ at her parish while continuing to sing in the children’s and youth 
choirs at her family’s church.  

Graduating from the old L.C. Anderson High School in East Austin, Walker studied at the University of 
Michigan, but transferred to Southwest Texas State University (now Texas State University) in San Marcos, 
where she earned a bachelor’s degree in chemistry. 

During her brief career as a research chemist from 1972-77 Walker began to explore religious life.  She 
took her first vows with the School Sisters of Notre Dame in 1977 and final vows in 1980. Her provincial 
sent her to the Institute of Black Catholic Studies at Xavier University in New Orleans. There, Sister Thea 
Bowman, FSPA, and Father Cyprian Davis, OSB, became her lifelong friends and mentors. Bowman earned 
prestigious honors from Boston College and the University of Notre Dame for her evangelizing efforts among 
black Catholics and for addressing their needs. Davis authored a history of black Catholics in the United 
States.   

Dr. Walker earned a Master of Theology degree from Xavier University in New Orleans in 1984, but 
Bowman and Davis encouraged her to earn a PhD.  She balked at first, but then she realized that nobody else 
was being groomed to take their places after Bowman and Davis passed from the scene. Then she embraced 
the challenge, earning her PhD in religion and education from Boston College in 1996. She taught at 
Assumption Seminary from 1996-2001 and at OST as an adjunct professor from 1997-2001. She was a full-
time OST faculty member for one year until her election to provincial leadership in her religious congregation 
in 2002.  



Victor Carmona is a new instructor in moral theology at Oblate School 
of Theology this year. A native of San Diego, Calif., he grew up in 
Mexicali, Mexico. He earned his Master of Theological Studies at the 

University of Notre Dame in 2006. Currently, he is writing a dissertation for 
his PhD in moral theology, reflecting on “Love and Conflict in Immigration 
Policy:  Insights from Catholic Thought on U.S. Immigration Preferences.” 

Carmona became interested in Oblate School of Theology after meeting 
Father Leo Perez, OMI, and Father Bob Wright, OMI. The recent departure of 
Sister Maria Cimperman, OSU, left a position open for him. 

 At Notre Dame, he was an instructor and a teaching assistant for 
Father Virgilio Elizondo and Father Gustavo Gutierrez, OP. His academic 
interests include immigration ethics, the fundamental relationship between 
love and practical reason and the development of pedagogical resources for 

underserved populations. 
Carmona worked with the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate from 2002-04 as director of an 

Oblate-sponsored community center in Tijuana, Mexico, which instilled in him a deep admiration for the 
charism of St. Eugene de Mazenod. “The Oblates did amazing work in La Morita, the colonia where the 
center was, and their dedication intrigued me,” Carmona said. “They gave their all, and they made difficult 
choices along the way.”  He also met his wife, Astrid, at the Oblate mission with which the community center 
was affiliated. The couple married in 2006 and has two children. “I owe the Oblates big-time,” he added. 

 Father Gutierrez and Father Elizondo, his mentors at Notre Dame, also were a factor. “San Antonio 
played a big part in their lives, and they spoke very highly of Oblate School of Theology,” he said.

Noting that the School has a strong faculty that is getting even stronger, he commented, “I can’t think of a 
better place to teach moral theology. OST prepares students to serve in very difficult settings, which makes the 
way you present moral theology much more interesting from both a pastoral and an academic perspective.” 

Carmona called OST’s unusually diverse student body “a huge plus” for a theology school. For example, 
he pointed out, that the concept of “family” is very different from one culture to another.  “The experience 
students bring here from different cultural backgrounds allows them to see a complexity which they will have 
to interpret and understand when dealing with Catholic social teaching,” he said. “Priests and other church 
leaders need to be increasingly willing to interpret that teaching from a diversity of perspectives.”

Dr. Scott Woodward, Vice President for Academic Affairs and Dean of OST, said that Carmona 
brings a wealth of pastoral experience to teaching. “Victor has worked with the U.S. and Mexican bishops’ 
conferences, and he’s had good pastoral experience from working with the Oblates in Tijuana.  

“We’re helping him break the ice in teaching, and he has benefitted from the Hispanic Theological 
Initiative, a program designed to encourage Hispanics to study at the doctoral level to become teachers of 
theology.  He’s also had very good mentors at Notre Dame, and he brings the skills he learned from Father 
Elizondo and Father Gutierrez.” 

Father Elizondo characterized Carmona as “a great scholar with a great heart,” adding, “He’s also a 
very warm and talented person. He has a feel for the struggles of the immigrant people because he has lived 
the reality and reflected upon it intellectually in a very serious way. He will make a great contribution to the 
mission of OST.”

Carmona Teaching Moral Theology



Father Roger Keeler, a priest of the Archdiocese of Edmonton, Alberta, has joined the OST faculty as 
assistant professor of canon law. A graduate of St. Joseph Seminary and Newman Theological College 
in Edmonton, he earned a master’s degree in systematic theology at Newman and a JCD/PhD in canon 

law at the University of Ottawa/Saint Paul University, one of the few universities in North America chartered 
by the Holy See. At Saint Paul, he worked with Father Francis Morrisey, OMI, and Father Ladislas Orsy, SJ, 
both internationally renowned canon law experts.

“Roger brings with him a rich background and wide range of talents,” said OST President Father Ron 
Rolheiser, OMI, a personal friend for more than 30 years. “He has two doctorates in theology, including one in 
canon law, has worked as a Pastor and has taught theology and religious studies for a number of years, besides 
being a resource in canon law for the Archdiocese of Edmonton.”  

“He will teach canon law for us and work as a judicial vicar for the bishops of Texas. Given Roger’s wide 
background in theology, he also will be a resource to step in for a number of other courses as needed,” Father 
Rolheiser said. 

“Beyond what Roger brings to us professionally, he also brings a warm, highly intelligent, gracious 
personality. Roger is a gourmet chef, and along with his books and research notes, he thoughtfully has brought 
his cooking tools to Texas.” Father Keeler’s delicious smoked salmon received rave reviews at the August 
potluck luncheon sendoff for Father Rolheiser. Father Keeler said Oblate School of Theology compares very 
well with his alma mater, which he remembers as “a very fertile place full of energy and vision.” Lay men and 
women, religious, and Anglican seminarians studied with the Catholic seminarians.

“That’s the same kind of energy and vision I see at OST,” he declared. “It’s very attractive when I look at 
the lay formation program here, when I see Sister Addie Walker coming on board with her new program, and 
when I see the Congar Institute.  Amazing things are going on here. Who’s not to be attracted and energized?”    

Father Keeler taught systematic theology at St. Joseph College of the University of Alberta from 2008-
12 and also has taught Scripture and spirituality. He was pastor of Edmonton’s St. Michael-Resurrection 
Parish and gave youth retreats, addressed lay formation groups, conducted workshops and preached in many 
parishes.  “I’m excited to be in this kind of environment, this kind of milieu, this kind of potential and this 
kind of energy, with all the things that are going on here. They aren’t going on in a lot of places in North 
America,” he said.  

Keeler Teaching Canon Law



Lopez Heads ACTS Companion Program

Rose Mary Lopez has joined Oblate School of Theology as director of the new ACTS Spiritual 
Companion Formation program.  A San Antonio native and a 1972 graduate of Providence High 
School, Lopez earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology from Our Lady of the Lake in 1976 and a 

master’s degree in counseling psychology two years later, with a specialty in marriage and family counseling.  
In May 2012, she graduated from Oblate School of Theology with a Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry 
through the Sophia Community Program.
 Her husband, Larry Lopez, was one of the founders of ACTS Missions, and both have been involved 
with ACTS since 1993.  A spiritual companion course taught by Sister Frances Briseno at St. Francis of Assisi 
Parish led Lopez to deeper involvement and studies in spirituality. Presently, Lopez is finishing work toward 
certification as a spiritual director with Aquinas Institute in St. Louis.
 “When you look at spirituality and spiritual direction, it’s an invitation to a deeper connection with 
God and others,” she said. “I’ve been fortunate to meet wonderful mentors along the way who have guided me 
and encouraged me to continue with my studies.”  
 OST’s Father Ken Hannon, OMI, was one of those mentors. He and Father Bill Morell, OMI, former 
president of the School, became friends with both Lopez and her husband, which led to ACTS Missions being 
invited to make its headquarters on the OST campus, she said.
      Lopez served on the ACTS Missions board from 2007-2011 with Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, the 
School’s president. A frequent topic of discussion at board meetings was the need for qualified spiritual 
companions, which led Lopez to begin looking at the possibilities for developing a program similar to the one 
previously offered at St Francis of Assisi. 
 Father Rolheiser encouraged her to develop the program and bring a proposal to OST, a process that 
required two years of meetings with the School’s faculty and staff and others off campus to design a program 
that could address the needs of the ACTS communities beyond the San Antonio area. 
 “What I love about working with Oblate School of Theology is that everyone gets involved, everyone 
is supportive and everyone lends a hand to bring your idea to fruition,” Lopez said. “I met with just about 
every department on campus.” She credited Father Rolheiser’s enthusiastic support for the project and Vice 
President for Institutional Advancement Lea Kochanek’s efforts in seeking grants to provide tuition assistance 
as major factors in bringing the dream to fruition. 
  “Rose Mary brings a rich background to her new responsibilities at OST,” Father Hannon said. She 
and her family have been very active in participating in the liturgical, social and ministerial life of their parish.  
 She has reflected for a long time on the need for formation for spiritual companions for the retreats.  
That reflection has led her to further her own education, including earning the Master of Arts in Pastoral 
Ministry here.



ADMINISTRATION

Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, President of Oblate School 
of Theology, began his five-month sabbatical Aug. 6. 
He announced that he would work on a book and do an 
extended spiritual retreat at the Trappist monastery in 
Snowmass, Colo., through September; walk the 800-mile 
Camino de Santiago in Spain with Father Warren Brown, 
OMI, in October; and pursue a mini-fellowship at Yale 
University. He plans to continue writing in November and 
early December, returning to OST in early January 2013. 
Father Dale Schlitt, OMI, former rector of Saint Paul 
University in Ottawa, serves as Acting President of OST 
until Dec. 31.

Mario Porter, who had served as Assistant Registrar for 
several years, is OST’s new Registrar, succeeding James 
Oberhausen. Oberhausen accepted a similar position 
at a college in northern California.  Brenda Reyna has 
transferred from the Donald E. O’Shaughnessy Library 
and is now Associate Registrar and administrative 
assistant for the Continuing Education Department.

Sister Susan Pontz, SSCM, a faculty member and 
Director of Information Technology at OST, was elected 
a Councilor for her religious congregation, the Sisters 
of Saints Cyril and Methodius, in July. Sister Michael 
Ann Orlik, SSCM, who participated in the Ministry to 
Ministers sabbatical program at OST in the fall of 2011, 
was elected General Superior. Father David Kalert, 
OMI, Vice President for Administrative Affairs at OST, 
celebrated the installation liturgy July 2 in the Basilica of 
Saints Cyril and Methodius, located on the congregation’s 
motherhouse campus in Danville, Pa. 

Philip Sheldrake, PhD, an eminent British theologian 
who is Senior Research Fellow at Cambridge Theological 
Federation and honorary professor at the University of 
Wales, is to speak at OST in January 2013 on Julian 
of Norwich as part of the School’s three-year course 
“Portraits of World Mysticism: Learning from Christians, 
Jews, Buddhists, Sufis and Hindus.”  Sheldrake will join 
the OST faculty in the fall of 2013, teaching spirituality.  

ALUMNUS/TRUSTEE/STUDENT

Paul Vance, MA (Theology), ’10, a member of the OST 
Board of Trustees and a third-year Doctor of Ministry 
student, has been named Director of Adult Faith Formation 
at St. Mark the Evangelist Parish in San Antonio, one 
of the Archdiocese of San Antonio’s largest parishes. 
At his 2010 graduation, Vance was awarded the Bishop 
Sinforiano Lucas, OMI, Outstanding Scholarship Award, 
named after a renowned faculty member of the 1930s.  

IN MEMORIAM

Clem Hill Spalding Sr., an Oblate Associate and a 
member of the OST Board of Trustees from 1971-79, died 
June 17 at age 88. A San Antonio resident since 1946, he 
was a founding member of Blessed Sacrament Parish and 
was active in many church activities and organizations.  

Steven Graham Saldaña, President and CEO of Catholic 
Charities of San Antonio and former director of the old 
Casa San José Retreat House, the predecessor of the 
Oblate Renewal Center, died July 5 in San Antonio after 
a battle with cancer. He was instrumental in expanding 
the ministry of Catholic Charities from six programs to 
22 and the budget from $900,000 to $14 million, helping 
to build one of the largest social service systems in the 
United States. The members of the Saldaña family have 
been longtime friends and generous supporters of Oblate 
School of Theology and the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. Steve also attended OST briefly.

Joan Ashcraft Davis, MTS ’92, died July 12 in 
San Antonio after a battle with cancer. Her husband, 
Mike Davis, MDiv ’71, was OST’s Vice President of 
Development for many years and now holds a similar 
position with OST’s sister institution, Assumption 
Seminary. Joan Davis was an accomplished piano and 
organ player and provided music for Holy Spirit, St. 
Pius X and St. Mark the Evangelist parishes and for the 
Children’s Choir of San Antonio. 

 Rick Mendez, a member of OST’s maintenance team 
since 2007, died Aug. 28 after being admitted to a San 
Antonio hospital with congestive heart failure. Father 
David Kalert, OMI, officiated at a memorial Mass Sept. 1 
in the Immaculate Conception Memorial Chapel.  

Faculty, Staff, and Alumni
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