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FROM THE DELEGATION SUPERIOR 

 
 

Dear Fellow Oblates and Associates, 

Greetings once again! I am just coming from a short break called 
a "working holiday." It was time to focus on my research paper 
and also take time to relax. I am grateful to the Jack Joyce 
Community in Mongu for their hospitality and for making my 
stay fruitful.  

It was during my two weeks stay in Mongu that coincided with 
the first anniversary of Bishop Emeritus Paul Francis Duffy, 
OMI, which was celebrated at Our Lady of Lourdes Cathedral, 
in Mongu. Bishop Duffy passed away in San Antonio on August             

23rd, of 2011.  

After the wonderful Eucharistic celebration led by Bishop Evans Chinyemba, OMI, 
Duffy's successor, we gathered outside the Cathedral grounds for the unveiling of the 
tombstone, the stone that is simple as was the life of Bishop Duffy. I guess one could say 
it was more than just the late bishop's memorial, it was our memorial; priests, religious, 
laity, politicians and traditional leaders.   

We were blessed as Delegation when four of our deacons were ordained to the order of 
priesthood; we congratulate Fr. Humphrey Milimo, OMI, Fr. Chibwe Tembo, OMI, Fr. 
Sydney Musonda, OMI, and Fr. Emmanuel Mulenga, OMI. We also congratulate the first 
Zambian Redemptorist, Fr. Julius Masaiti. The ceremony was a renewal for our 
Delegation and we are grateful to our God and our benefactors who sustain these 
vocations. Gratitude also I give their respective formators for their dedication to help our 
young men discern and continue to persevere in this noble calling. We welcome the  
newly ordained to the ministry of priesthood.  
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May I take this opportunity to express sincere gratitude to bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI, 
from the Diocese of San Angelo for ordaining our brothers. Bishop Pfeifer, OMI, was the 
pioneer provincial of the Zambian mission along with those who supported this decision 
to come to Zambia. He was a great presence and we wish him all the best in leading the 
flock of God. 
We say bye to Sch. Bro. Dikaney Jules, OMI, from the Cameroun province who spent 
almost a year of regency in our Delegation. Sch. Bro. Dikaney was assigned to Lukulu 
Oblate Community. His primary aim was to fulfill the regency expectations of having a 
missionary experience somewhere other than his country especially, in an English 
speaking country like Zambia. Brother Dikaney persevered and ended up learning not 
only English but a bonus language of Siliozi. He had to cut his regency short as he was 
recommended for theological studies at the International Scholasticate in Rome. 
 
 In the same light, we say bye to our own scholastics who were on regency Sch. Bro. 
Hector Kalaluka, OMI and Sch. Bro. Reagan Kunda, OMI, who will complete their 
theological studies in Rome. Bon voyage also goes to Sch. Bro. Terence Chota, OMI and 
Sch. Bro. Michael Tembo, OMI, who will complete their theological studies in Oblate 
School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  
 
May the Lord bless Deacon Patrick Oliveira Urias, OMI, from the Brazil Province as he 
prepares for his ordination.  Deacon Patrick was in Zambia from December last year 
doing pastoral at Mary Immaculate Parish in Lusaka.  
 

Enjoy reading this edition of our newsletter. We always appreciate your feedback on how 
we can improve and reach you better. May God bless each one of you as we sprint to the 
last quarter of the year looking back at our resolutions fulfilled or not fulfilled and 
anxiously waiting to start afresh in the coming year. Let us soldier on in determination, 
hope and ultimately in faith.  

 

Fr. Freeborn Simfukwe Kibombwe, OMI 

Delegation Superior  
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Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI, introducing the newly ordained priests; L-R: 
Fr. Julius Masaiti, CSsR, Fr. Emmanuel Mulenga, OMI, Fr. Sydney 
Musonda, OMI, Fr. Chibwe Tembo, OMI and Humphrey Milimo, OMI. 

FOUR ORDAINED PRIESTS FOR THE ZAMBIA DELEGATION 

By Musonda Chipili 

 
Oblate brothers Humphrey 
Milimo, OMI, Chibwe Tembo, 
OMI, Sydney Musonda, OMI 
and Emmanuel Bwalya 
Mulenga, OMI were ordained 
to the priesthood by Bishop 
Michael Pfeifer, OMI on July 
21st, at Mary Immaculate parish 
in Lusaka, Zambia.  Also 
ordained in the same ceremony 
was Julius Masaiti, 
CSsR, from the 
Redemptorist 
Congregation. 
 
Bishop Evans 
Chinyemba, OMI, the 
Delegation Superior, Fr. 
Freeborn Kibombwe, 
OMI, and Fr. Larry 
Kauffmann, CSsR, 
Redemptorist Provincial 
were among other 
Oblates and 
Redemptorists present 
to offer their prayers 
and support to the 
newly ordained priests. 
Visiting Fathers Patrick 
Chiso, OMI and Jim Chambers, 
OMI also joined in the long 
celebration.   
 
Apart from various religious 
men and women who attended 
the celebration were also 
families, friends and 

parishioners of Mary 
Immaculate who filled up the 
church to its capacity. The joy 
and excitement that the laity 
had was evident throughout 
the celebration. 
 
Bishop Pfeifer, OMI of the 
Diocese of San Angelo, Texas, 
USA urged the newly ordained 

to imitate the first Oblates who 
came to Zambia. He also told 
the new priests to be men of 
deep faith and to always trust 
in the Lord. The bishop further 
told the newly ordained to help 
free people from injustices, 

inhumanity, captivity and 
sickness, just like Jesus did. 
Frs. Mulenga and Musonda 
studied in USA, Fr. Milimo did 
his theological studies in Congo 
DR, and Fr. Tembo in Cedara, 
South Africa. 
 
Fr. Humphrey Milimo, OMI 
has been assigned to the Oblate 

community of 
Kalabo, Fr. Chibwe 
Tembo, OMI, joins 
the Oblate 
community of 
Lukulu. Fr. Sydney 
Musonda, OMI, joins 
the formation house 
in Lusaka with 
ministry at Mary 
Immaculate parish 
and Fr. Emmanuel 
Bwalya, OMI, has 
been assigned to the 
Oblate community of 
Shang’ombo.    
 
We wish them the 
Lord’s blessings as 

they begin their respective 
assignments in the Zambia 
Delegation and the people they 
will serve. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

CENTER HOUSE AND DE MAZENOD HOUSE OF FORMATION  

ANNUAL RETREAT 

By Fr. Sakubita Lawrence Like, OMI 

 

Our constitution and Rules 
says: “To put ourselves 
increasingly at the service of 
God in his people, we will set 
aside special times each month 
and each year for deeper 
personal and community 
prayer, for reflection and 
renewal….”(CC&RR.35). 

“Whatever the demands of our 
ministry, one of the more 
intense moments in the life of 
an apostolic community is the 
time spent praying together. 
One in spirit with those absent, 
we turn to the Lord to praise 
him, seek his will, beg 
forgiveness and ask for  

strength to serve him 
better”(CC&RR. 40).  
In living according to our 
Constitution and Rules, the 
Oblates of Center House and 
De Mazenod House of 
Formation in Lusaka came 
together in prayer at Kasisi 
Retreat Center from July 9th 
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 to July 12, 2012. This time of 
deeper personal and 
community prayer, reflection 
and renewal was animated by 
Fr. Cletus Mwiila, from Monze 
Diocese, south of the country. 
 
 Together as brothers, we 
embarked on a journey, 
“Towards Wholeness”. Unlike 
before, the 2012 annual retreat 
for the Zambia  Delegation  was 
organized as the delegation as a 
whole and not as communities. 
 
During the retreat, questions 
were posed regarding one’s 
identity and whether or not one 
is happy about oneself. These 
questions helped us to move 
towards wholeness. In each one 
of us there are negatives and 
positives, and we can look at St. 
Matthew who talks about 
wheat and weeds (Mt. 13). The 
positive and negative of me is 
what I must believe in because 
it is me. Having discovered 
who I am, I need to ask myself 
whether I am happy and 
satisfied about myself. 
Whatever the response is, it is 
always possible to begin 
everything all over again 
knowing and accepting that the 
weed and the wheat must grow 
together. Most of the time, our 
freedom is limited to finding 
meaning to the reality that we 
are given. 
 
In our journey towards 
wholeness, we could take 
Nicodemus as an example. He 
was a public figure, an 
intellectual but lacked trust in 

the power of God. This could 
be true of ourselves and 
therefore we need to ask 
ourselves whether or not we 
benefit from the 
professionalism that we have. 
Besides, we need to accept the 
Spirit, recognize the Son of Man 
and accept the gift bestowed by 
the Father (Jn. 3:3-21). The 
image of God determines our 
attitudes towards him. But the 
image of Jesus about God is 
that of love. We need to convert 
to that image of God that Jesus 
revealed to us. God is love and 
that is his nature. 
 
As we beg God’s forgiveness in 
our journey to wholeness, we 
need to live life fully, and to 
live is to change, and to be 
perfect is to have changed 
often. Above all, we need to 
realize that in Jesus’ kingdom, 
the past does not count. Can I 
imagine a new future, new 
possibilities and new 
potentials? Can I imagine 
myself a more fulfilled priestly 
religious life? Can I become 
reconciled with my past in such 
a way that I will not remain 
enclosed in it for the rest of my 
life? Can I imagine myself, 
others, the world around me 
and God differently from how I 
have looked at them before? All 
depends on whether or not I 
am able to create new images. 
The essence of conversion is to 
gather the past into the present 
and to open myself to the new 
future. 
 

Another image we can use in 
our journey to wholeness is that 
of St. Peter and his vocation. 
Taking Peter’s story, we find 
that there is a call to a new 
beginning; a call to slow down, 
a call to start again, a call to the 
confession of love of the 
master. Each one of us has a 
history, each one of us has a 
future and when that is 
captured, we have the 
wholeness. And the wholeness 
leads to mature discipleship. 
With this, we let God be God. 
We let ourselves be guided by 
Jesus and not us guiding Jesus 
because we are called to trust in 
God. 
 
I am called to learn to handle 
and manage the negative and 
positive in me. I am a unique 
center of consciousness. I am a 
unique center of decision. 
Besides, I am a unique center of 
responsibility. I am broken and 
wounded but I am called to 
integration. Therefore, each 
time I have challenges, I should 
get back to the roots, recalling 
painful memories and let God 
heal me. This experience will 
help me have a gift of setting 
other people free. Am I ready 
to respect the other’s story? 
 
We thank Fr. Cletus Mwiila for 
his time and inspiring input 
during our annual retreat. We 
thank the Sisters at Kasisi for 
always creating a good 
environment and atmosphere 
for our reflections. God bless 
all! 
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THE SUPERIOR GENERAL AND MAJOR SUPERIORS FROM THE AFRICA-

MADAGASCAR REGION, SPEAK TO SCHOLASTICS 

By Sch. Bro. Nyambe Felix, OMI 

Cameroun, Yaoundé. 

 

It was with great joy for the 
Province of Cameroun to host 
the Superior General, his 
Council and all Oblate 
Provincials and Delegation, 
Mission Superiors from the 
Africa Madagascar Region. We 
were priviledged to 
have present four 
Oblate bishops. A 
number of different 
issues concerning 
Oblate presence and 
ministry in Africa were 
discussed. 
 
Yves Plumey 
Scholasticate was the 
centre of attention as all 
Oblate Superiors passed 
through to have some 
moment with the men in 
formation. Four 
different meetings were 
held with the scholastics. 
 
Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Mosoeu, 
OMI, the General Councilor for 
Africa-Madagascar, met first 
with the scholastics on Friday 
20th April 2012. In his first 
words, he asked the Oblate 
Scholastics to explain what 
differentiates the Oblates from 
other religious Congregations 
or what is so unique about the 
Oblates. In his address to the 
scholastics, Fr. Emmanuel 
Mosoeu, OMI, drew our 
attention to today’s society 
which is torn apart by different 
challenges, such as wars and 
poverty. He also called on the 
scholastics to be true humble 
servants of the Congregation, 
the Church and the Society at 
large that awaits them.  
On the evening of April, 21st the 
scholastics were happy to have 

a meeting and to be addressed 
by the Superior General 
himself, Rev. Fr. Louis Lougen, 
OMI. The Superior General 
started first by sharing with us 
his life and journey with the 
Missionary Oblates. What 

touched most of us, was the 
Superior General’s simplicity 
and effort to address the 
scholastics in his little 
knowledge of the French 
language which is the official 
language at Yves Plumey. This 
reminded me of what our 
Founder St. Eugene said, 
“Wherever our Mission calls us, 
we have to learn and speak to the 
people in the language they 
understand”.  Fr. Louis Lougen, 
OMI, who talked with so much 
passion, reminded the 
scholastics to say, “You are my 
scholastics, you belong personally 
to me, I am your Father and 
Brother at the same time. I will 
listen to you.”  He inspired and 
encouraged the scholastics by 
the vow of obedience to be 
open to different missions and 
to accept new challenges. He 
stressed the importance of 
having Oblates deeply rooted 

in community living, prayer 
and having Oblates attached to 
the Charism and to the 
Constitution and Rules of the 
Congregation. He called on the 
Oblate scholastics to be 
committed to the life of 

academic work and to  
be inspired to learn the 
three most important 
languages in the 
congregation, that is; 
French, Spanish and 
English.  The Superior 
General also addressed 
different issues 
concerning formation. 
Before concluding and 
giving the scholastics 
the chance to ask 
questions, he gave his 
general view of how the 
congregation worldwide 
is doing in terms of 

formation and ministry.   
 
On Wednesday April 25th 2012, 
the scholastics were happy to 
receive Rev. Fr. Freeborn 
Kibombwe, OMI, the 
Delegation Superior of Zambia. 
Fr. Freeborn, OMI, started by 
briefly introducing himself. 
Later he presented the Oblate 
presence in Zambia, its history 
and all the activities that the 
Oblates in Zambia are involved 
in (parish ministry, media, 
hospice, and formation). In 
responding to questions from 
the Scholastics, Fr. Freeborn 
called on the scholastics to be 
Oblates that are attached to the 
Oblate Charism and its 
Mission. 
 
 He encouraged the scholastics 
when he said, “The future and 
ministry of the Congregation lies 

Superior General, Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, with Oblate scholastics at 
Yves Plumey Scholasticate in Cameroon. 
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Young Oblates  

in your hands.”  He called on the 
scholastics to use this time in 
formation well in preparation 
for the future ministry in the 
service of the Congregation.  
He also talked about 
appreciating the richness of 
learning different languages for 
the sake of different Missions 
that awaits scholastics.  
 
On Tuesday, May 1st, 2012, the 
scholastics held their last 
meeting with the Provincial of 
Congo; Rev. Fr. Abel Nsolo, 
OMI. The aim of the meeting 
with Fr. Abel was to talk about 
the book which he has written, 

“Aux Origines de la dimension 
Mariale Du Charisme des 
Missionaires Oblats de Marie 
Immaculatée”. (What does it 
mean when we say; we are 
Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate?) He presents the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in his 
book as, a “gift to the church.” 
He also shows Mary in the life 
of                 St. Eugene, 
particularly at the centre of the 
Oblate Congregation at large.  
 
The time spent with the 
Superior General and his 
Council, Bishops and all 
Superiors from the Africa-

Madagascar Region, was seen 
by the scholastics as a moment 
of blessing, education and 
knowing one another. It was 
also a graceful moment to see 
the unity and openness of the 
Oblates that came together to 
discuss the future of the 
Congregation. 
 
 May our Blessed Mother Mary 
and St. Eugene continue to look 
upon this Congregation, its 
Mission and Charism which it has 
to offer to  our Mother Church. 

 

 

 

 

YOUNG OBLATE GATHER IN NAMIBIA 

By Fr. Barnabas Simatende, OMI 

 
The Young Oblates (YOMI) had 
a regional gathering in 
Windhoek, Namibia from 
August 20th to 24th this year. 
 
Six Zambian Oblates under six 
years in ministry represented 
the Young Oblates in Zambia. 
These were: Fr. Nebby Chanda 
Mutale, OMI, Fr. Barnabas 
Simatende, OMI, Fr. Lewis 
Chilembwe Sauti, OMI,           
Fr. Kennedy Katongo, 
OMI,     Br. Theodore 
Mbulo, OMI and Br. 
George Mandona, OMI. 
Together we joined other 
YOMIs from Kenya, 
Zimbabwe, Lesotho, 
Natal Province of South 
Africa, Central Province 
of South Africa, Northern 
Province of South Africa 
as well as YOMIs from 
Namibia. The gathering 
brought together more 
than 30 Oblates in their 
first six years in 
ministry. 
 
As tradition has held, the 
purpose of our gathering was 

to learn from one another the 
challenges in ministry and to 
provide mutual support to one 
another. One of the observed 
challenges facing especially the 
provinces of South Africa is the 
dwindling number of vocations 
to Oblate Religious life. Our 
brothers are aware of these 
challenges and are putting 
together vocation promotion 
strategies.  

 
Besides listening from one 
another, we were also treated to 
some very inspiring talks by: an 

Oblate priest, Fr. Van Wyk, 
OMI, of Namibia Province; the 
Vicar General of Windhoek as 
well as from Sr. Kutenda. Fr. 
Van called us to be authentic, 
patient and enduring in 
ministry and community life 
living. The Vicar observed 
society’s demands on the 
Church and on young priests of 
which he called us to remain 
steadfast. Sr. Kutenda gave a 

tribute to the Oblates 
who formed her during 
her childhood. She 
challenged the Young 
Oblates to embrace the 
Oblate Spirituality and 
carry it through 
generations. 
 
The provincial of 
Namibia, Fr. Linus 
Ngenemesho, OMI, 
challenged the Young 
Oblates to be attuned to 

the signs of the times and 
learn to adapt as the 
signs demands. 

 
We also learned of the Oblate 
ministry to the local “Social 
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Bishop Evans Chinyemba, OMI, blessing Bishop Duffy’s 
tombstone 

Workers”. In the Namibian 
context, these are prostitutes 
who stand by the streets of 
Namibia night and day. One 
Oblate has embraced the 
ministry of collecting these 
desperate women and provides 
them with incentives to help 
them to start out some 
business. In some instances, he 
succeeds while sometimes he 

collects the same people he 
assisted before. 
 
Overall, it was a graced 
gathering that was enriching, 
relaxing, motivating and mind-
opening experience in 
Windhoek. We are grateful to 
the delegation for the 
opportunity to interact with 
other Oblates with whom, 
together we make one family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BISHOP PAUL FRANCIS DUFFY, OMI REMEMBERED 

By Sch. Bro. Felix Bwalya Nyambe, OMI 

 

On Saturday, August 25th 2012, 
the Diocese of Mongu 
celebrated the first anniversary 
memorial Mass and unveiled 
the tombstone of the late 
Bishop Emeritus Paul Francis 
Duffy, OMI, at the Cathedral of 
Our Lady of Lourdes in 
Mongu.  The Mass was 
presided over by the Bishop of 
Mongu Diocese, Rt. Rev. Evans 
Chinyama Chinyemba, OMI. In 
attendance was the Delegation 
Superior, Fr. Freeborn 
Kibombwe OMI, the diocesan 
clergy, religious men and 
women and the faithful of 
Mongu Diocese. 
 
The Gospel for the day came 
from Matthew 5:1-12, “The 
Beatitudes”. In his homily, 
Bishop Chinyemba remarked 
that Bishop Duffy was a 
victim of persecution by 
those who cared less about 
the lives of the poor. Amidst 
persecution and torment by 
those holding political 
power, Bishop Duffy, OMI 
remained faithful to his calling 
as a missionary and a Christian. 
 
 As the first anniversary of 
Bishop Paul Francis Duffy, 
OMI, was being celebrated; the 
impact of his legacy on the 
people of Western Province 
was felt. This was evident by 

the presence of Government 
and traditional leaders to be 
specific the Ngambela (Prime 
Minister) from the Barotse 
Royal Establishment (BRE), 
representing His Royal 
Highness the Litunga from 
Limulunga.  
 
The late Bishop was 
remembered as a man of 
prayer, commitment, a tireless 
missionary and a fearless 
advocate for the poor and the 
voiceless to which he poured 

out his life. However, not all 
were comfortable with Bishop 
Duffy’s outspoken voice on 
issues of social justice. Bishop 
Duffy, OMI, is being 
remembered as a man of strong 
faith in God and in the people 

he was entrusted with. His 
legacy was not only to speak 
for the people, but also to 
empower them with skills and 
to make them feel that they are 
beloved people of God.  
 
Bishop Duffy, OMI, had a 
passion for continuing God’s 
mission to win souls for Christ. 
Bishop Duffy, OMI, was a true 
missionary, who heard the call 
and the invitation of Jesus 
Christ, to leave his family and 
country to come to Zambia and 

preach the message of 
liberation, of peace and 
love. In other words, he 
was a prophet who 
carried his mission by 
the Gospel values. 
 
Bishop Duffy, OMI, was 
a special gift to all the 
people he came in 
contact with.  His life as 
a Bishop and as a 
shepherd was the gift he 
offered to the people 
regardless of their 
religious affiliation. He 
was the hope for the 

hopeless, he was a shepherd 
sent to lift up those whom 
society had abandoned. For 27 
years, Bishop Duffy, OMI, lived 
a simple life and was close to 
the people. The Oblate 
constitution and rules calls us 
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Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI, showing a hand painted map of 
Zambia depicting Oblate presence in Zambia 

to leave nothing undared for in 
carrying out our mission. This 
can be said of Bishop Duffy, 
OMI, who was a total Oblation 
to the people. He was called to 

shepherd and he left nothing 
undared in speaking up for all 
humanity. Bishop Duffy, OMI, 
is physically no more but the 
Church of Zambia will need to 

follow his example and take up 
the responsibility to stand up 
for justice.  

 

 

 

BISHOP MICHAEL PFEIFER, OMI VISITS THE ZAMBIA DELEGATION 

By Musonda Chipili 

 

The Zambia delegation 
was delighted to host 
Bishop Michael Pfeifer, 
OMI, Bishop of the 
Diocese of San Angelo in 
Texas, USA. It was during 
the time Bp. Pfeifer, OMI, 
was the provincial of the 
then Oblates’ Southern US 
Province based in San 
Antonio, when the idea of 
opening up a mission in 
Zambia was born. 

 
Whilst in Zambia, Bishop 
Pfeifer, OMI, ordained to 
the priesthood Oblate brothers 
Humphrey Milimo, Chibwe 
Tembo, Sydney Musonda, 
Emmanuel Bwalya Mulenga 
and Julius Masaiti of the 
Redemptorist Congregation on 
July 21st, at Mary Immaculate 
parish in Lusaka, Zambia.  He 
also took time to visit Our 
Lady’s Hospice in Kalingalinga 
and the pre-novitiate 
community in Makeni. 
 
Bishop Pfeifer first came to 
Zambia in 1983 On a 
Missionary excursion to 

establish a new mission. Along 
with him was Fr. Paul Duffy, 
OMI, who later became the first 
Bishop of Mongu diocese and 
Fr. Jack Joyce, OMI,. In January 
1984, Fr. Paul Duffy, OMI, Pat 
Gitzen, OMI and Bro. John 
Keplinger, OMI, became 
pioneers of the new mission. 
Bishop Pfeifer said though the 
Oblates established a new 
mission in 1984, the decision to 
stay in Zambia was made on 
March 14, 1983 as they 
gathered in prayer on the bank 
of the Zambezi River in 

Lukulu. He later came 
back in 1985 along with 
another missionary, Fr. 
Charlie Hassaneur, 
OMI, who worked in 
Kalabo mission. Fr. 
Charlie is buried in 
Kalabo. 
 
Bishop Pfeifer is grateful to 
God for the part he played in 
establishing the Zambia 
mission. He is also proud of 

the first Oblates who came to 
live and serve in Zambia. The 
Bishop is joyful to see how 

Christ has blessed the Zambia 
mission. 
 
In gratitude, the Zambia delegation 
presented the bishop with a hand 
painted canvas map depicting the 
Oblate presence in Zambia. The 
parishioners of Mary Immaculate 
parish seemed to also share in the joy 
of the visiting bishop and the growth 
of the delegation, this they displayed 
through their singing and gifts 
presented to the Bishop.  

 

 

 

OBLATE GARAGE AT THE SERVICE OF MISSIONARY WORK 

By Musonda Chipili 
 

The Oblate missions in the 
Western province are found in 
Lukulu, Kalabo, Mongu and 
the most recent, Shang’ombo. 
Unlike Lusaka, the terrain of 
the Western province is sandy 
and rough. The province is also 
home to the second largest 
wetland in the country called 

the Barotse plains. The plains 
cover a large area which gets 
flooded between December and 
June. When the plains are 
flooded, they become an 
obstacle to the free movement 
of vehicles. Roads become 
impassable, forcing drivers to 
find alternative routes which 

sometimes cause damage to 
vehicles. Getting stuck in the 
mud is the order of the day 
during this time of the year. 
The sandy roads always call for 
a skillful driver. To get through 
this area, one needs a four 
wheel drive vehicle which has 
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The new Zambia Delegation garage under 
construction 

Mr. Masautso Banda working on a client’s vehicle 

The sandy roads of Western Province 

to be in good condition all the 
time. 
 
In order to maintain a fleet of 
roadworthy vehicles and also 
to reduce on huge costs in 
repairing the vehicles, the idea 
of setting up a garage in the 
delegation was born.  
 
The garage was first set up in 
Mongu, attached to the Diocese 
of Mongu Development Centre 
(DMDC) in 2004 with its main 
objective to service all Oblate 
vehicles. It was later moved to 
Lusaka at the Delegation 
administrative premises where 
it still stands. The garage has to 
some extent not only lived up 
to its expectations but has also 
grown. Vehicles belonging to 
other religious groups in the 
archdiocese of Lusaka, in the 
diocese of Mongu, as well as 
friends of the Oblates, are also 
being serviced. This 
development has brought 
about the need to expand the 
infrastructure, machinery and 
manpower.  
 
The Zambia Delegation is 
currently building a new 
garage. Once completed, the 
structure will have space to 
accommodate seven vehicles, a 
spray painting booth, wheel 
balancing machines and an 
organized large space for 
parking vehicles. Apart from 
this, it will also have two 
containers; an office and space 

for storage of motor spare 
parts. 
 
The current garage has a 
small structure where 
equipment is kept; the 
repairing of vehicles is 
practically done under a 
tree. This condition makes 
it difficult for the team to 
work especially in the 
rainy season as there is no 
shelter.  
 
Mr. Albert Nalishuwa, the 
Administrative Manager 
said in as much as the 
garage is growing and 
appreciated by many 
clients who are spreading 
the news by word of 
mouth, the delegation 
does not want it to go 
commercial. He stressed 
that the main objective 
will always be to service 
the fleet of Zambia Oblate 
Delegation vehicles. 
 
The garage workforce 
comprises four skillful 
employees; three auto 
mechanics and one panel 
beater/ spray painter. It is 
hoped that once the 
garage is completed, it 
will be able not only to 
sustain itself but also 
bring in a significant 
income and further save 
on costs on motor vehicle 
repairs in the delegation. 

 

 

 

 

YOU GIVE THEM SOMETHING TO EAT 

Sch. Bro. Dikany Jules Florent, OMI 

 

May 18th 2012, was my first 
night in Cameroon after staying 
for more than seven months in 
Zambia. This night somehow 
marked the end of my regency 

in Lukulu. If I have to look back 
and evaluate this experience, 
these words of Jesus to his 
disciples seem to express what I 
have experienced: “they do not 

need to go away. You give them 
something to eat”, (Matthew 14: 
16). 
Whilst in Lukulu, I was focused 
in finding ways to polish up 
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Sch. Bro. Chola Mumba, OMI, making his final vows 

L-R: Fr. Chibesa Chishimba, OMI, Sch. Bro. Dikany Florent, OMI 
and Fr. Chibwe Tembo, OMI 

my shaky English and at the 
same time I had children who 
always eagerly waited for me 
to teach them. How then 
does one teach when one 
is in need to be taught? 
 
Every single day, 
whenever I woke up, this 
question and many others 
arose and each came with 
its challenges: giving  
joy to my brothers in 
community by 
responding positively to 
their needs; planning and 
teaching kids who are 
very demanding at our 
pre-school; ensuring that 
our liturgy is always 
innovative and prayerful. At 
the end of the day, I would feel 
tired and without a piece of 
mind because I would feel that 

there was a lot that I had not 
done. 
But the joy of encounters, the 

confidence of my pupils in me 
for no matter what I am, I still 
remain their teacher.  All these 
were a life giving time of 

renewal to my commitment 
and to my acknowledgement of 
the work of the Spirit 

throughout the world. 
 
And I realized that Christ 
fed his people through me 
and He also fed me 
through the same people 
because we presented 
before Him who we are 
and what we have: a little 
boy with five loaves and 
two fish. “Our Ministry 
involves us in a variety of 
tasks, yet each act in life is 
an occasion for personal 
encounter with the Lord, who 
through us gives himself to 
others and through others, 

gives himself to us.”(CC. RR.31) 

 
Sch. Bro. Dikany Jules Florent, OMI is a scholastic from the province of Cameroun who is now studying theology in Rome. 

 

 

SCH. BRO. CHOLA MUMBA, OMI MAKES FINAL VOWS 

Sch. Bro. Benny Lipalata, OMI. 

 
As the Catholic Church was celebrating the 
fulfillment of the Christian destiny in Mary’s 
glorious assumption, the Missionary Oblates in 
Cameroun were in union with the Church to 
celebrate the perpetual Oblation of nine of their 
brothers.  
 
August 15th 2012, will forever be a remarkable day 
for Maison Yves Plumey Oblate Scholasticate in 
Yaounde, when we witnessed nine of our brothers 
makes their final vows. The nine brothers become 
the first to make final vows at the scholasticate from 
the time it was founded. The theology programme 
was introduced only two years ago. 
 
Among the nine brothers was Sch. Bro. Chola 
Belatus Mumba OMI. Sch. Bro. Chola came to 
Cameroun about six years ago from the Delegation 
of Zambia. He did his philosophy in the same 
scholasticate, and now he will be doing his third 

year of theology. We congratulate him for giving 
himself fully to the Oblate family.   
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Fr. Julius Masaiti, CSsR, Fr. Emmanuel Mulenga, OMI, Fr. Sydney 
Musonda, OMI, Fr. Chibwe Tembo, OMI and Fr. Humphrey Milimo, 
OMI. 

 

From July 3rd to August 28th, Oblate fundraisers in the company of         
Fr. Jim Chambers, OMI, were in Zambia visiting Oblate missions; 
they came from Belleville, USA. Above, from L-R: Sarah Abbott 
Dave Garris and  Fr. Jim Chambers, OMI , receiving gifts from the 
parishioners of St. Michael’s parish in Kalabo 

Parishioners at Mary Immaculate parish are determined to 
finish the construction of their place of worship 

Fr. Nebby Mutale, OMI, celebrating Mass in Lweti, an outstation of 
St. Michael’s parish in Kalabo 

L-R: Fr. Julius Masaiti, CSsR, Fr. Emmanuel Mulenga, OMI,                
Fr. Sydney Musonda, OMI, Fr. Chibwe Tembo, OMI and Fr. 
Humphrey Milimo, OMI, prostrating. 

 

MORE  NEWS IN PICTURES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 Fr. Humphrey Milimo, OMI, Fr. Chibwe 
Tembo, OMI, Fr. Sydney Musonda, OMI, Fr.  

 
 
 

Bishop Michael Pfeifer, OMI, celebrating Mass with the newly 
ordained priests. L-R: Fr. Julius Masaiti, CSsR, Fr. Emmanuel 
Bwalya, OMI, Bp. Chinyemba, OMI, Bp. Pfeifer, OMI,  Deacon 
Patrick Oliveira Urias, OMI, Frs. Sydney Musonda, OMI, Chibwe 
Tembo, OMI and Humphrey Milimo, OMI. 

Maintenance work at the Delegation Office! On July 13, 2012 the 
Oblate administrative staff and employees took time to paint the 
building. Visitors to the office on that day also joined in to assist. 
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 Fr. Humphrey Milimo, OMI, Fr. Chibwe Tembo, OMI, Fr. Sydney Musonda, OMI, Emmanuel 
Bwalya Mulenga, OMI and Julius Masaiti, CSsR on their ordination to the priesthood. 
 

 Sch. Bro. Belatus Chola Mumba, OMI, on making his final vows. 
 

 Fr. Joseph Kapya Kang’ombe, OMI, for been appointed as the Mongu Diocese Youth 
Coordinator.  
 

 Fr. Freeborn Kibombwe, OMI, has been confirmed as Chairman of Board of Directors for Our 
Lady’s Hospice, Kalingalinga, Lusaka with effect from June, 22nd, 2012. Fr. Freeborn, OMI had 
been acting since September of 2011. 

 

 

 

 

 Fr. Godfrey Mpundu Sekula, OMI: Superior of Oblate Centre House Community in Lusaka. 

 Fr. Humphrey Milimo, OMI: Treasurer of Kalabo Oblate Community. 

 Fr. Richard Chanda, OMI: Superior of Shang’ombo Oblate Community. 

 Fr. Emmanuel Mulenga, OMI: Treasurer of Shang’ombo Oblate Community. 

 Fr. Chibwe Tembo, OMI: Zambia Delegation Oblate Youth Coordinator. 

 

 

 

 

                                              BIRTHDAYS 

               May                                                                                                June 

 
Fr.        Katongo Kennedy             3                        Sch. Bro. Mwamba Ngosa Elvis                     10 
Fr.         Mutale Nebby             5                       Fr. Kang’ombe Joseph                                      25 
Sch. Bro.      Mumba Belatus                                5                            
Sch. Bro.     Tembo Michael                                 7  
Fr.          Sakubita Like            18 
Bro.         Mbulo Theodore         24  
  
 

                   July                                                                                 August  

Fr.         Mwansa Victor          17                     Sch. Bro.   Kalaluka Hector                                   8 

Fr.                 Mulenga Emmanuel                  18                     Rt. Rev.     Chinyemba Evans                              9  

                                                                                                        Fr.               Kibombwe Freeborn                        21 

                                                                                                        Bro.            Mwakacheya Max                            24 

                                                                                                        Fr.              Simatende Barnabas                         24 

CONGRATULATIONS 

REMEMBER 

APPOINTMENTS 

ANNIVERSARIES 
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 October 12, 2012 - Ordination to priesthood of Deacon Patrick Oliveira Urias, OMI,in Brazil.  

 December 27th to 30th- Delegation Assembly for Oblates in initial formation. 

                                                                                                        Fr.              Mwangala Raymond                        25 

                                                                                                        Fr.              Tembo Chibwe                                  28 

                                                                                                        Sch. Bro.    Chimese Abraham                           28 

                                                                                                        Sch. Bro.   Musilizo Pius                                     29             

                                                

                                                                                                       
                         

                                              FINAL VOWS 

   

              May                                                                                         June    

Fr.  Nacidze Singini                       4                     Fr.  Kibombwe Freeborn  12  

Fr.  Walker Ronald                     31                     Fr.         Sampa Kennedy                             12       

                      

              August 

Fr.         Talabo Rene                                        15 

Fr.          Sakala Vincent                                   30 

                                             

                                             ORDINATIONS 

              May                                                                                                   June             

 Fr.  Chibesa. P   05                         Fr.      Sekula Godfrey                                  21            
Fr.  Mwangala. R    08 
Fr.  Mwansa. V   08 
Fr.  Walker. R                 27 
 

                 July                                                                                                  August                                                                                                        
 
Fr.  Keba. C                  01                         Fr.  Simatende Barnabas                      02 
Fr.  Kibombwe. F    22                          Rt. Rev. Chinyemba Evans                 19 
Fr.  Talabo. R   25                                                                                                                  
 

                                                                          

DATES TO REMEMBER 
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLE CONTRIBUTIONS 

 
The Information Office is appealing to each community to submit articles on the activities that have been going on in 

your respective communities. As Oblates you have been doing good ministry and sometimes your efforts go unnoticed. 

The Information Office would like to share with other Oblates and Associates on your ministry. Please submit any articles 

accompanied with pictures. 
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