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FROM THE DELEGATION SUPERIOR
Greetings to you all and welcome to another edition of the
Zambia Delegation Newsletter. I am sure you have had a blessed
season of Easter coupled with intonations of “Alleluias”! Yes we
are a Christian people, a resurrected people and our pilgrim song is
the “Alleluia!” By the time you get hold of this newsletter, I will
have travelled to the USA where I, Fr. Godfrey Mpundu, OMI
(Delegation Treasurer) and Fr. Valentine Kalumba, OMI
(Delegation Vicar) will be having a series of meetings in San
Antonio (Texas); Belleville (Illinois) and our final destination is
Washington, DC.
In our first two places, we will visit with our mission appeal
partners under the Directorships of Fr. Bill Morell, OMI and Fr. Jim
Chambers, OMI and their team; we look forward to an interchange of sharing as well as
expressing our thanks for their support through the US mother province. Our last stop in
Washington, DC will be a joint meeting for the US Province and Zambia Delegation
Administration to evaluate our co-existence since our last meeting about a year and half ago.
This moment is a time of fraternal sharing, evaluating and mapping up a way forward in the
US-Zambia relationship.
Fr. Freeborn Kibombwe, OMI

In April this year, the Delegation was pleased to play host to the Fr. Clement Waidyasekara,
OMI, the General Councilor for Asia-Oceania. The visit took him to our various missions in
Lukulu, Mongu, Kalabo, Shang’ombo and Lusaka. Fr. Clement, OMI, shared in our daily joys
and challenges. He commended the Delegation for its dedication to working in the most
challenging territories of Zambia. In his article, he shares his hopes and areas we can also
concentrate and improve on, especially in sending more formators for training.
Fr. Clement, OMI, and other members of the General Council visited a number of Units in
preparation for the Africa/Madagascar Region meeting for Major Superiors as well as the joint
session with the General Administration.
Missionary Oblates Zambia
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The Africa Madagascar Region meeting in Cameroon took place in Mbalmayo from April 22nd
– 29th under the theme: “Reappraisal of the Oblate presence-mission in Africa with a particular
emphasis on leadership and rooting of the Oblate charism.” The first two days were dedicated
to separate meetings by the Africa region and the General Administration. A joint session was
held with a number of guest speakers from within Africa to reflect on the themes of mission,
leadership and in relation to our Oblate charism. The presenters who comprised of Oblate
bishops and priests reflected on a number of issues challenging us especially in the area of
missionary presence as advocated by our founder St. Eugene. The gathering was coupled with
prayers and fraternal gatherings. One memorable gathering to note was when watching the
UEFA semi-final between Chelsea and Barcelona where the rivalry of two camps was created.
It was a wonderful fraternal moment.
I wish to extend my gratitude to the General Administration for taking up the initiative to visit
various units of our congregation so that we could discuss from an observed reality. Thanks
too to Fr. Raymond Nani, OMI, the Provincial of Cameroon for the hospitality accorded to
us.
We congratulate Fr. Linus Ngenomesho, OMI, Provincial for Namibia for being elected to a
second three year term as President of the Africa/Madagascar Region, together with his Vicepresident Fr. George Iheanacho, OMI, (Mission Superior – Nigeria). Gratitude also goes to
Fr. Emmanuel Mosoeu, OMI, the General Councilor for Africa- Madagascar region for hosting
both meetings. I will share more on the resolutions in another forum. Merci beaucoup to
Cameroon OMIs.
Enjoy the newsletter and some news worthy reflections by our Lay Associates and Oblates in
ministry and what they are doing. Thank you for your comments and appreciation you have
shown in the past since our newsletter was started, especially the online edition. God bless you
as we continue to sing our pilgrim song - “Alleluia!”
Fr. Freeborn Isaac Simfukwe Kibombwe, OMI
Delegation Superior
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‘COME AND SEE’: A STEP TO JOINING OBLATES OF MARY IMMACULATE
By Musonda Chipili
In joining the Oblates of Mary
Immaculate, a number of
preparatory steps are taken so
as to help young men aspiring
for religious life make a
profound decision. One of the
first steps is called „Come and
See‟. The purpose of the event
is to acquaint the prospecting
young men with the Charism of
the congregation as well as to
allow them to have insight into
the Oblate way of life. This
serves as part of the
discernment
process
determining one‟s vocation
in life.
During the days that the
young aspirants spend
with the Oblates, they
participate in the daily
schedule of the Oblate prenovitiate such as daily
prayers, Mass, cleaning
chores, etc. Apart from
this, the Oblates also have
separate discussions on
vocations, missionary life
and Oblate life with the
aspirants.
Fr. Ron Walker, OMI, the
Vocations Director of the
Zambia Delegation, said the
hosting of the „Come and See‟
programme
is
largely
dependent on the number of
contacts they have in their
directory. At the moment, the
Oblates have one hundred and
sixty five (165) contacts of
which some are high school
graduates and others are still in
high school.
The first of the 2012 „Come and
See‟ sessions took place at the
new
Zambia
Delegation

Formation House in Makeni
with a total number of ten
young men. The young men
came from various parts of the
country. Twelve young men
attended the second session
which took place from April
16th to 21st at the same venue.
Two of the aspirants came from
Malawi and others came from
Lusaka,
Chililabombwe,
Chirundu, Kabwe, Chingola
and Mufulira.

Zambia. Sometimes, aspirants
have inquired from Kenya,
Zimbabwe and Botswana but
are always referred to the
Oblates in those countries. Five
years ago, his office had five
hundred contacts, the reduction
in number has brought about
the need for establishing
various forms of making the
Oblate congregation known to
more aspiring men in Zambia.
Depending
on
the
availability of funds, the
formation
personnel
intends to embark on a
door to door awareness of
the Oblate Charism in
various parishes. From the
time
the
formation
programme started in
Zambia in 1989 no form of
awareness has been done.

‘Come and See’ participants in Makeni

Fr. Kennedy Sampa, OMI, with
the help of Sch. Bro. George
Litiya, OMI, held the third
session of „Come and See‟
which took place in Mongu,
Western Province from 23rd to
26th April at St. John‟s
Seminary. This was the first
time the programme took place
in Mongu. This was done so as
to allow the many aspiring
young men coming from
various parts of the Western
Province to participate without
any hindrances that may arise.
Fr. Ron Walker, OMI has direct
contact with more than a
hundred aspirants who are
drawn from various parts of
Missionary Oblates Zambia

A candidate wishing to
join Oblates will spend 4
years in the pre-novitiate
after which he will spend 1
year in the novitiate. After
spending one year in the
novitiate the candidate will
make his first vows which are a
commitment he makes in
becoming an Oblate. The
candidate will later spend 1
year of regency and 4 years of
theology. After undergoing the
pre-novitiate in Lusaka the
candidate goes to the novitiate
in South Africa or the United
States of America. After
novitiate, the candidates make
their first vows and then
proceed
to
the
Oblate
international scholasticates in
South Africa, USA, Cameroon
and Rome.
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St. Bonaventure College in
Lusaka is the only religious
institution in Zambia where a
Degree in philosophy is
offered. Fr. Ron Walker, OMI,
hopes that one day, the Zambia
Delegation
will
build
a

scholasticate in Zambia which
will
resolve
the
many
challenges the delegation goes
through in sending scholastics
outside the country.

The
„Come
and
See‟
programme is under the
guidance of the entire Zambia
delegation formation team
spearheaded by Fr. Ron
Walker, OMI.

MISSION EXPERIENCE
By Deacon Patrick Oliveira Urias, OMI
I came to Zambia in
December last year and I'm
doing my Pastoral Year of
Mission
at
Mary
Immaculate
Parish
in
Lusaka. Some of my duties
at the parish include;
visitation to the sick
people, youth ministry and
Altar Servers club among
many others.
Between April 11th and
20th I had the opportunity
to visit the Oblate Missions
in the Western Province,
along with Fr. Freeborn
Kibombwe, OMI, and Fr.
Clement
Waidyasekara,
OMI,
(The
General
Councillor
for
AsiaOcenia). These missions are
an expression of true
commitment to the most
abandoned, in line with our
Oblate Charism.

flooded plains as there is
no access to road during
this time of the year due
to the floods. Along the
way, we saw many canoes
and boats taking people to
various destinations.

Deacon Patrick, OMI, with children of Shang’ombo

The first visit was to Oblate
Radio Liseli in Mongu. The
Deacon Patrick, OMI, and Fr. Waidyasekara, OMI with Altar
radio station has qualified
Servers in Kalabo
staff
and
quality
equipment which enables
broadcasts live Mass every
the station to achieve the
Monday
morning,
thus
purpose intended, „Spreading
confirming the importance of
the Light of Christ‟ through the
using media as an instrument
radio station. Oblate Radio
of evangelization.
Liseli has an extensive and
varied programme schedule,
The next day we went on a long
which is appreciated by the
boat trip to Kalabo. . We sailed
local people. The station also
for over three hours on the
Missionary Oblates Zambia

Upon arrival in Kalabo,
we were well received by
the Oblates of Sancta
Maria community with
whom
we
shared
moments of prayer. We
also took time to visit the
city and some of the
villages and outstations
where we took part in the
Small
Christian
community
meetings.
These communities have
their little churches made
of mud and tree branches,
this I likened to the
community of Yuka in
Brazil.
The next mission we
visited was Shang‟ombo.
We arrived after another
long trip of which we
used road transport, after
using the pontoon and ending
with a long dust road. The
natural beauty of the vegetation
and landscape made the trip
enjoyable.
Upon reaching Shang‟ombo, a
humble, warm and heart filling
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scenario coupled with simple
houses made from mud formed
a beautiful scenario. The border
with Angola which is on the
other side of the river is a hive
of activity for the local people
who practice cross border trade
on a daily basis using canoes
and small boats. We celebrated
the Eucharist with the faithful
and we visited some families.
We shared the lives of brothers
and sisters and we heard their
joys and troubles. I felt very
close to them and felt the urge
of praying more and more to
God almighty.

work of art worthy of being
truly a World Heritage site. I
praised God for creating such
beauty.

After visiting the Oblate
missions, we took a break in the
city of Livingstone, famous for
its waterfalls, called Victoria
Falls. The whole of nature is a

Finally, I thank the Zambia
Delegation for the opportunity
that was given to me of visiting
the missions and I thank also
the Oblates in the missions who

Upon returning to Lusaka, I
praised the commitment and
missionary zeal of the Oblates
who live in these missions. I
admire the determination to
communicate to the local
people in different languages
such as the Silozi, Kwamashi
and Tonga so as to allow the
word of God, the message of
Jesus Christ to be understood
by all people.

welcomed
me,
Fr.
Waidyasekara, OMI, and Fr.
Freeborn,
OMI,
with
a
wonderful
sense
of
brotherhood. I ask God to
continue blessing his presence
and his ministry with the
people in these different places,
including Lukulu which I could
not visit and also our presence
in Lusaka. I ask the intercession
of St. Eugene de Mazenod for
all our missionaries to live
fraternally with charity and
zeal for the salvation of people.
I can now gladly share with the
people of Lusaka the beauty I
saw and commitment of
Oblates
in
the
different
missions of Zambia, which are
a real testimony to the ability of
starting new vocations.

MARY IMMACULATE YOUTH OUTREACH: BREAKING THE CORD OF
SILENCE
By Chanda Inutu and Bro. Tembo Michael OMI

We, the Mary Immaculate
Youth
Outreach
(MIYO),
believe that God has given us
the ability to do what He has
entrusted us. As MIYO, we
believe God has entrusted us
to reach out to the most
vulnerable youths, uplifting
them and bringing them to
Christ. We strive to use each of
our individual abilities to
attain this goal collectively.
Among many things, we have
learned from our Oblate Priests
and Brothers is that: We need to
help people become human first,
then Christians, and only then can
they become saints. The approach
we have taken is to help youths
develop a particular friendship
with Christ. We further strive to

communicating the Gospel
to them.

Mary Immaculate youths visiting a family

foster communication and unity
among the youth, promote youth
involvement in church activities,
and bring youths together through
recreation
programs,
while
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In line with this, we
have embarked on a
mission of reaching out
to all the youths of our
parish, especially those
not active in parish
activities, through doorto-door visitations in the
Small
Christian
Communities.
By
visiting their homes, we
hope to approach them
in their most comfortable
surroundings, to discover what
challenges they are facing,
especially as regards to what is
keeping them away from
participating fully in parish
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activities. It is only when we
fellow youths to be more active
are aware of their difficulties
in matters regarding their faith,
that we can do something
and the youths themselves
about them. We use this
appreciate that we care enough
opportunity to not only invite
to visit them in their homes.
them to be more active, but to
The goal of our visitations is to
also inform them of any parish
help youths improve their
activities that are happening.
We hope that by visiting
them at their homes, they can
realize that they don‟t have to
be left out. They need to
know that they are very
much a part of us, whether
they choose to be involved or
not. The visitations are not
only an opportunity to reach
out to our fellow youths, they
are also a wonderful bonding
Youths from Mary Immaculate parish bidding farewell
experience for the group as a
to a family with prayer
whole, because we walk to all
relationship with God, in
these places, and during that
communion with the rest of the
period of time, we interact with
youths at the parish.
each other, get to know each
other better, and further build
Our good works cannot
our friendships within the
transcend without the blessings
group.
and goodness of our Oblate
Priests and Brothers who have
So far, the parents have
been an enormous source of
appreciated our visits, our
encouragement. They are a big
efforts of encouraging our

inspiration to us, and their
constant
encouragement
enables us to do the best that
we can. We attribute all we are
doing to their support. We look
forward to their continued
support in our programs as we
strive to emulate them by
living our lives centered on
Jesus, the church, and the
poor. Indeed we shall
continue breaking the silence
of inactivity because we need
each other and our mission
statement attests to the fact of
“Breaking the silence, uniting
the
youth,
and
communicating the Gospel as
a Jesus Fanatic.”

MY MISSIONARY PILGRIMAGE TO ZAMBIA!
By Fr. Clement Waidyasekara OMI
I arrived in Zambia on April 2nd
2012, and spent almost 20 days
visiting the Oblates and their
missions. This was the first
time I spent such a long time on
the African continent.
As a country, Zambia is blessed
with many gifts: first of all
hospitable, energetic and happy
people; natural resources, flora
and fauna; home to the
legendary Victoria Falls, one of
the seven natural wonders of
our world; a rich diversity of

cultural and natural heritage.
Apart from that, from what I
have read, Zambia‟s stable
political and macro-economic
environment makes it one of
the most attractive investment
destinations in Africa.
Having said that, during my
missionary pilgrimage, you
gave me an opportunity to visit
all the Oblate mission stations,
institutions, and met practically
all of you, in different
capacities and mission stations.
Missionary Oblates Zambia

As a Delegation, you have been
faithful to the Charism of St.
Eugene de Mazenod, opting to
work among the poorest, the
abandoned and marginalised
people, in the dioceses of
Livingstone and Mongu, in
particular the Western Province
which is, from what I have
heard, the largest and the
poorest
province
in
the
country. Added to this, you
have been pioneers in creating
new dioceses and parishes,
even in the heart of Lusaka, the
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capital
city.
The
diocese of Mongu had
as its first bishop the
late Paul Duffy, OMI.
He was succeeded by
the
dynamic
and
people-friendly Mgr.
Evans
Chinyemba
OMI. In my opinion,
he appears to be a
“peoples‟ bishop” by
the way he moves and
relates
with
the
people.

have sent your men
to assist other Units,
e.g.
Johannesburg
and Cedara.

Secondly, allow me
to advise you that
the regency period be
done after some years
of theological studies,
since most of the
regency
exposures
are done in a parish
milieu.
This
suggestion was made
With the Oblate Shang’ ombo community. L-R: Fr. Clement Wadyasekara,
during
the last joint
It was very impressive
OMI, Fr. Richard Chanda, OMI, Fr. Freeborn Kibombwe, OMI, Fr. Kelvin
meeting in Yaonde‟,
Lubinda, OMI, Fr. Rene Talabo, OMI, seated is Fr. Victor Mwansa, OMI
going through your
in March this year.
most
of
their
religious
well
spelled-out
Strategy
Lastly,
I
appreciate
your desire
formation has been done
Document, which sets the tone
to remain open to mission ad
outside Zambia, yet they have
for the life and mission of the
gentes, even to cross borders to
integrated into the Zambian
Delegation. Fr. Freeborn, I
other Regions of the Oblate
reality very well, and perform
appreciate
your
periodic
world – open to international
their ministry with the utmost
evaluation of and with your
richness
and
intercultural
dedication and full of joy. It is
men in every missionary unit,
communication and also work
an encouragement to those of
to strengthen and deepen their
for financial self-reliance.
us who visit this Oblate Unit.
religious commitment towards
life and mission.
You started formation ministry
in 1989. Since then, your
Delegation has produced 23
priests, and 6 more are to be
ordained this year, 2012. This is
a great achievement in your
missionary
endeavours.
Moreover, though the majority
of your Oblates are young, and

Dear Oblates, permit me to
express some of my personal
reflections, as part of my
contribution
to
your
Delegation: Firstly, there is
need to train formators for
formation, not only to assist
your own formation house, but
also to open to the formation
needs of your sub-region and
beyond. I do know that you

I also take this opportunity
once more to thank you all for
helping me to make a
„difference‟ in my Oblate way
of life, by exposing myself to
this new experience, a new
learning by visiting your
country.

IN PURSUIT OF SELF SUSTAINABILITY: MAKENI HOUSE OF FORMATION
By Musonda Chipili

Zambia
Oblate
formation
community moved from No. 9
Ng‟umbo road to Makeni only
in October last year. The

impression a first time visitor
would have of the place is that
the occupants may have settled
there for a longer period, this is
Missionary Oblates Zambia

after seeing the poultry and the
big field of vegetables in the
back yard garden.
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The community in Makeni
grows vegetables not only
for consumption but also
for sale to the people
around the community and
to the city at large. Produce
from the garden are sold at
wholesale price in one of
the city‟s biggest market
called Soweto, and in two
other densely populated
areas namely, Chawama
and Kabwata. Efforts are

The Cabbage garden

also being made for the
vegetables to be sold in one
of
the
leading
chain
supermarket.

which 9-10 trays of eggs are
collected every day. Broiler
chickens are also reared.
Plans to build a bigger
poultry for the broilers are
underway as they have
proved to be appreciated by
the
surrounding
community, this is because
of the healthy feed given to
them.

The garden and poultry is
under the caretaker of Bro.
George Mandona, OMI who
is
assisted
by
four
employees.
Currently, the garden has
cabbages, onions, Chinese
cabbage and tomatoes on a

system seems to be working
well though Bro. Mandona,
OMI, thinks a 20,000 liters
reserve tank would be ideal
as opposed to the 1,000
liters tank they are currently
using.
Another farming feature in
Makeni is the poultry
house. The community has
been keeping chickens since
November last year. The
poultry has 350 layers from

L-R: Mr. Michael Chanda, Collins Malama and Moses
Musonda in the tomato garden

large scale. Potatoes, green
pepper and eggplants are
solely for the community.
Other crops grown are
indigenous bondwe and
impwa.
About 21,500 plants of
tomatoes have been planted.
Upon maturity, Bro. George
Mandona, OMI, hopes to
collect
120
boxes
of
tomatoes per week which
About ten trays of eggs are collected everyday from this
chicken run
will enable the community
raise an estimated 10 million
Kwacha (US 2.000.00) from the
Simple
chicken
composite
sales. His estimates are based
manure is added to the soil for
on the calculations he made
the plants to grow healthy,
from the experimental plants
fertilizer is also applied. Water
which were planted earlier this
supply is in abundance and the
year. Ten thousand heads of
flow is continuous. In watering
cabbages were planted, like
the crops, drip irrigation is
tomatoes they also proved to be
used; the system was set up by
profitable and accepted by the
Bro. George Mandona, OMI,
soil.
and the four helpers. So far the
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In ensuring that all goes
well both in the poultry and
the garden, Bro. Mandona,
OMI, keeps a record of the
period and name of the
pesticide used on crops
against pests as well as any
medication that may have
been given to the chickens.
An orchard, where he
hopes to plant fruits such as
bananas, mangoes and
citrus fruits is yet to be set
up.
For Bro. Mandona, OMI,
this is just the beginning of
being
self-sustainable.
His
dream is to enable the
community sustain itself using
the funds raised from both the
poultry and the garden. So, far
he is happy with the support he
has been getting from the
delegation
through
the
treasurer and the community.
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MORE NEWS IN PICTURES

On May 1st, 2012, Scholastic Brother Gabriel Choongo, OMI and
Lazarous Kayuni, OMI, were among seven other scholastics that
made their Final Vows in the General House Chapel, in Rome.
Fr Louie Lougen, OMI, received the vows.

On May 9, 2012, Fr. Richard Kufanga made his First Vows
in the Philippines. Fr. Kufanga joined the Oblates from the
Diocese of Mongu

L-R: Deacon Chibwe Tembo, OMI, Sch. Bro. Benson Chileshe,
OMI, Sch. Bro. Paul Mwila, OMI and Fr. Nicholas Kabombo, OMI

It may look simple, but it is certainly serving the purpose.
Bro. George Mandona, OMI, explaining how the drip irrigation system
works.

L-R: Bp. Evans Chinyemba, OMI, with with Fr. Clement
Waidyasekara, OMI
Youths from Mary Immaculate parish reciting a poem during
the annual fundraising Prayer Breakfast at Our Lady’s
Hospice
Missionary Oblates Zambia
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First Year Zambia Oblate Delegation Novices at Our
Lady of Hope Novitiate in South Africa. Standing from
L-R; Conrad Kapeya, Robby Banda, Emmanuel Masiye.
Seated from L-R; Danny Kabwe, Morgan Musukuma and
Sylvester Musonda

ANNIVERSARIES

Birthdays
March
Sch. Bro. Kalebwe Faustino
Fr. Walker Ronald
Fr. Phiri Joseph
Sch. Bro. Mwila Paul

April
4
14
15
23

Fr. Sauti Lewis
Sch. Bro. Chileshe Benson
Sch. Bro. Litiya George
Sch. Bro. Bright Musa Makunka
Fr. Chiso Patrick
Bro. Mandona George

4
10
14
14
24
25

Final Vows
April
Fr. Chiso Patrick

11
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CONGRATULATIONS

Scholastic Brothers Gabriel Choongo, OMI, and Lazarous Kayuni, OMI, for making final vows.
Fr. Richard Kufanga for making first vows.
Fr. Nicholas Kabombo, OMI, and Deacon Chibwe Tembo, OMI, for obtaining a Bachelors Degree in
Theology.
Sch. Bro. Benson Chileshe, OMI, and Sch. Bro. Paul Mwila, OMI for obtaining a Bachelors Degree in
Philosophy.

CONDOLENCES

We honour Pierre Babin, OMI for his contribution to the world
media, especially in the area of promoting social and religious
communication which he "invented" as Symbolic Communication.
Fr. Freeborn Kibombwe was mentored in communication at the
Center for Research et Communication for Audio-visual expression
of faith (CREC-AVEX) by the Fr. Babin. May he rest in the peace of
the greatest communicator of all time - Jesus Christ! The true
Symbolic Communicator.

The late Fr. Pierre Babin, OMI (right)

Missionary Oblates Zambia
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OMI Zambia Newsletter
Our newsletter aims at informing on the happenings in the Zambia Delegation, with a view of connecting people in the Oblate
world and its Associates. Our articles focus on the church, justice, peace and development.
Editors:

For comments and contributions

Fr. Sakubita Lawrence Like, OMI
Fr. Pat Gitzen, OMI
Musonda Chipili
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Fr. Clement Waidyasekara, OMI
Sch. Bro. Michael Tembo, OMI
Miss. Chanda Inutu

Or Write to:
OMI Zambia Newsletter,
P.O.Box 320009 ZA
Lusaka
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Zambia
www.omizambia.org
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLE CONTRIBUTIONS
The Information Office is appealing to each community to submit articles on the activities that have been going on
in your respective communities. As Oblates you have been doing good ministry and sometimes your efforts go
unnoticed. The Information Office would like to share with other Oblates and Associates on your ministry. Please
submit any articles accompanied with pictures.

For more stories and photos, visit our website on omizambia.org
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