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FROM THE DELEGATION SUPERIOR 

 
  

It is the middle of the year, a lot has happened and more events are yet to come. 
The highlight of the past events is the Episcopal ordination of Rev. Evans Chinyemba, 
OMI as the second Bishop of Mongu diocese. It is a gathering worth remembering and 
pondering on not only in the celebrations itself but by the challenging and well meaning  
messages from the Nuncio, the Cardinal, the Episcopal Conference President, Emeritus 
Bishop Duffy and of course Bishop Chinyemba, OMI who delivered a worthy inaugural 
speech.  
 
The installation of the Delegation Superior and Council took place on the May 25th at 
Mary Immaculate Parish in Lusaka. The then Acting Provincial Rev. Fr. Bill Morell, OMI 
presided at the ceremony which brought joy to the parishioners, families and friends. 
Oblate Superiors of local communities were all present at the occasion. 
 
Fr. Morell’s message will ring in our ears in this term of office as he reminded each one of 
us that God is a God of surprises and turns things around. We were also reminded as 

Council to have a heart as big as that of a Giraffe. The Giraffe has a huge heart so that it can pump blood all the way through 
the long neck to the head.  Thanks Billy.  
 
I was also privileged to join the formators from our pre-novitiate in witnessing the first graduation of our philosophy students 
from the Oblate Community. The ceremony was colourful and inspiring.  We congratulate our new graduates. We wish them 
happy holidays with their respective families.  
 
We were also privileged to host Fr. Francis Kabika, OMI our missionary to the Province of Mexico. It was great to see him 
home. We all marveled at his courage to leave home and learn a new language (Spanish) as well as a new culture. Fr. Kabika is 
an inspiration to many and his request to work as a missionary outside his home is a good lesson for all of us to be open to 
the needs of the Congregation. We wish him continued good health. 
 
At our last council I unveiled the theme for this year’s assembly: “He was obedient to them…” (Luke 2:51). With this theme, 
allow me to say that we are reminded of obedience as the essence for religious life in itself but also in our quest to achieve 
“missionary obedience.” 
 
I would like to extend our welcome to our brothers from the scholasticates in Cameroun and Congo DR respectively. 
Bienvenue. From Cameroun we welcome for holidays Sch. Bro. Paul Chinyemba, OMI, Sch. Bro.  Hector Kalaluka, OMI and 
Bro. Reagan Kunda, OMI, who have completed their philosophical studies and are here for the year of Regency. From the 
Congo DR we welcome back Sch. Bro. Lawrence Sakubita Like, OMI and Sch. Bro. Humphrey Milimo, OMI. Both will be 
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 Cardinal Mazombwe ordaining Fr. Chinyemba 

ordained to the diaconate on July 16th, 2011. Sch. Bro. Milimo will return to Congo DR to complete his theological studies 
after holidays and pastoral experience.  
 
Congratulations to Deacon Joseph Kang’ombe, OMI who will be ordained to Priesthood on July 16th, 2011 in Kabwe and to 
the Brothers; Lawrence Like Sakubita, OMI, Sch. Bro. Humphrey Milimo, OMI, and Sch. Bro. Richard Chanda, OMI who 
will be ordained to the diaconate at the same ceremony. 
 
Fr. Freeborn Kibombwe, OMI 
Delegation Superior 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Fr. EVANS CHINYEMBA ORDAINED BISHOP OF MONGU DIOCESE 

 

 

By Musonda Chipili 

 

Hundreds of people from  
across Zambia as well as from 
other countries witnessed the 
colorful and prayerful 
ordination ceremony of Fr. 
Evans Chinyama Chinyemba, 
OMI who was ordained 
Bishop. Of Mongu Diocese 
on May 28th, 2011 at a 
prayerful ceremony held at 
Our Lady of Lourdes 
Cathedral grounds in 
Mongu. 
 
Mass was presided over by 
His Eminence, Medardo 
Cardinal Mazombwe. The 
homily was given by the 
Apostolic Nuncio to Zambia 
and Malawi, His Excellency, Rt. 
Rev. Nicola Girasoli. Almost all 
the bishops from the 10 
dioceses of Zambia were in 
attendance to offer their 
brotherly support and prayers 
to the newly ordained bishop. 
Also present to offer their 
prayers and fraternal support 
was the Councillor General for 
Africa- Madagascar Region, Fr. 
Emmanuel Mosoeu, OMI, Fr. 
Bill Morell, OMI who was the 
Acting Provincial of the US 

Province at the time. Oblate 
priests from South Africa, 
Zimbabwe and the USA were 

also at the ceremony. Along 
with the gathering were 
religious congregations and 
Bishop Chinyemba’s    family 
which was led by his mother. 
 
Joining the large gathering 
were also representatives from 
the Government of Zambia, 
and also from the Barotse Royal 
Establishment, (BRE) of the 
Western Province. 
 
The liturgy was characterized 
by traditional Silozi hymns. 
The faithful in the procession of 

the word, who included young 
girls and boys, were all dressed 
in traditional Lozi ceremonial 

dress called msisi and 
siziba worn by the ladies 
and men respectively. 
 
In his homily, Archbishop 
Nicola Girasoli advised 
Bishop Chinyemba to be 
the voice of the voiceless.  
“In Mongu, in this diocese 
you succeed a great 
Bishop. Try to imitate and 
continue the apostolic 
pastoral ministry of Bishop 
Paul Duffy. Be faithful to 

his pastoral legacy,” said 
Archbishop Girasoli. “Dear 
Bishop Evans, try to be close to 
the needs of your people, be the 
voice of the voiceless and the 
voice of the poor.” 
 
Archbishop Girasoli advised 
Bishop Chinyemba, who now 
joins the Zambia Episcopal 
Conference (ZEC), to care for 
the needs of the church and 
cooperate with other bishops 
by carrying on common 
responsibility and love. “Try to 
work and strengthen the unity 
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for there is nothing more 
important than unity in the 
Church in Zambia and 
particularly in our diocese. 
Unity among the clergy, unity 
between the clergy and faithful, 
unity with all people. I 
cordially invite you to remain 
prayerful to our bishops 
especially in this period of 
pretentious attacks to our 
Catholic Church,” Archbishop 
Girasoli said. 
 
The Archbishop also said that 
the Church was proud of what 
Bishop Duffy achieved during 
the 14 years he served in 
Western Province. 
 
And outgoing Mongu Diocese 
Bishop Emeritus Paul Duffy, 
OMI said he undoubtedly 
offended some people over the 
past 14 years of his tenure but 
he simply tried his best to 
achieve the goals they set out as 
a diocese. 
 
Bishop Duffy thanked his 
family, relatives and friends in 
the US for their sacrificial 
generosity during the last 14 
years. “And of course we thank 
our local Zambian people for 
bearing with us and for 
contributing their time, their 
talent, and indeed their 
treasure to the diocese of 
Mongu. Without you all, we 
would not be where we are 
today as a diocese," Bishop 
Duffy said. "Thank you for who 

you are and what you have 
meant to me, and for your 
kindness and self-sacrificing 
cooperation.” 
 
Out-going Bishop Duffy also 
thanked Bishop Chinyemba for 
accepting the challenge and the 
Chinyemba family for having 
reared their son in God’s ways. 
He also thanked the Irish 
Christian Brothers for giving 
the new Bishop his early 
education and undoubtedly 
nurturing his vocation. 
Appreciation and gratitude was 
also extended to the Irish 
Capuchin Franciscans for 
having planted the seed of faith 
in the Western Province. 
 
Bishop Emeritus Paul Duffy’s 
speech was read on his behalf 
by Fr. James Connolly, OFM 
Cap. as he had suddenly fallen 
ill. 
 
Zambia Episcopal Conference 
(ZEC) president Bishop George 
Lungu of Chipata Diocese 
commended Bishop Emeritus 
Duffy for offering 25 years of 
his life for the service of the 
diocese. He also urged Bishop 
Chinyemba to reject revenge 
and vengeance and also to 
work at forgiving his enemies 
no matter how difficult. 
 
Meanwhile, Cardinal 
Mazombwe said Bishop 
Chinyemba should be a 
shepherd, servant and steward. 

Cardinal Mazombwe said 
Bishop Chinyemba was one of 
the recruits of the seed planted 
by Bishop Duffy and the past 
missionaries in the diocese. 
 
Speaking after his ordination, 
Bp. Evans Chinyama 
Chinyemba, pledged to 
continue spreading the Good 
News of Christ and preserving 
unity in the church. The Bishop 
also pledged to work with 
everyone from various sectors 
of society so that the diocese 
and province can graduate 
from being the poorest and 
become like the rest of the 
provinces in the country.  
 

He also said that he will never 

be silenced on the issues of 

development and that the 

Church’s voice will always be 

sound and clear on issues of 

justice, peace, reconciliation, 

morality, development, 

economics, education, health, 

and other issues that affect our 

people.  

 

Bishop Chinyemba expressed 

gratitude to all who made the 

day a success and he also 

thanked everyone for attending 

the event. 
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Fr. Freeborn Kibombwe being given a walking stick. 

 

ZAMBIA DELEGATION COUNCIL INSTALLED 

 

By Musonda Chipili 

 

 

Parishioners of Mary 
Immaculate parish turned up in 
large numbers to offer their 
prayers and support to the 
Delegation superior and 
council which was being 
installed on May 25th, 2011 at a 
Mass presided by Fr. Bill 
Morell, OMI at Mary 
Immaculate parish. 
 
Local Oblate superiors around 
Zambia were present to offer 
their prayers and 
encouragement to the new 
council. Also present to witness 
the occasion was Fr. J.C Cain, 
OMI, Scott Woodward, the 
Dean of Oblate School of 
Theology. Missionary 
Associates of Mary Immaculate 
were also on hand to offer their 
prayers.  
 
In his homily, Fr. Morell said 
that this occasion comes on the 
day when we celebrate Africa 
Freedom day on which we also 
celebrate freedom in Jesus 
Christ. Fr. Morell mentioned 
the significance of this day, in 
that it comes midway between 
the feast of Blessed Gerard and 
the feast of St. Eugene.  
 
He reminded the new 
leadership that God’s freedom 
is not like that of humans, “We 
work hard to do certain things 
but our God’s freedom is not 

like that, he turns 
things upside down, so 
as to remind us of his 
role in our lives.” He 
also urged the new 
council to have a large 
heart for the people, 
because that is 
required of a leader in 
the African church. He 
added that leaders 
should have the 

following 
characteristics: virtue, 

compassion, kindness, 
forgiveness, love and 
understanding. In 
conclusion, he 
reminded them that 
their faith lies on 
God’s wisdom and not 
on human wisdom. 
 
The parishioners of 
Mary Immaculate 
parish presented nine 
symbols to the new 
delegation council. 
Amongst the symbols 
presented were; Water- as water 
nourishes the seed that comes to 
life, the council was told to be 
missionaries that will nourish 
people in their Christian faith; 
Salt- the new leadership was been 
called to lead in the propagation of 
faith, since they are said to be the 
salt of the world; Lighted 
Candle- Since Christians are 

called to shine in the midst of the 
dark world of sin. The leadership 
was therefore asked to be brave, to 
be the voice of the voiceless; 
Walking Stick – represents 
shepherding, the new council was 
being called upon to be good 
shepherds like our Lord Jesus 
Christ who was a good shepherd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fr. Bill Morell congratulating the council members 
as they congratulate one another. 
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Morgan Musukuma receiving his Diploma 

From L-R front row: Sylvester Chanda, Fr. Freeborn Kibombwe, 
Robby Banda, Conrad Kapeya, Emmanuel Masiye, Daniel Kabwe.  
From L-R back row: Frs. Pat Gitzen, Lewis Sauti and JC Cain 

SIX OBLATE PRE-NOVICES GRADUATE 

By Sylvester Chanda 

St. Bonaventure College, a 
philosophical institute run by 
the Franciscans in Lusaka, held 
its 21st graduation ceremony on 
May 21st, 2011 at which forty 
seven students graduated.  
 
Among the grandaunts were 
six Oblate pre-novices; Morgan 
Musukuma, Robby Banda, 
Conrad Kapeya, Danny Kabwe, 
Emmanuel Masiye and myself, 
Sylvester Chanda. 
 
There was great jubilation, 
especially among the Oblate 
priests who were in attendance 
as my brothers and I 
stepped forward to 
receive our 
Diplomas. The 
ceremony was 
attended by a 
number of religious 
priests, sisters and 
brothers from 
different 
congregations. Frs. 
Freeborn 
Kibombwe, Sauti 
Chilembwe, Pat 

Gitzen, David 
Power and J C Cain, 
who was visiting the 
delegation, were 
among the people who 
attended the occasion.  
 
We are happy to be the first set 
of pre-novices to study 
philosophical studies in 
Zambia. In the past, 
philosophical studies were 
done only in South Africa. This 

called for more joy in the 
delegation. 
 
Our time at                      
St. Bonaventure College 
was a life giving 
experience. It was a time 
of development in 
philosophical knowledge, 
internalization of values 
of socialization, 
internationality and 
spiritual growth, a holistic 
approach to religious 
formation. We received a solid 
foundation in grasping 
concepts and ideas of different 

philosophers. The study of 
Philosophy has widened our 
scope of reality. It has taught us 
to be, systematic, simplistic and 
objective on different issues 
and situations of life. We will 
use effectively the 
philosophical tools for the 
study of theology and in the 
different ministries that await 
us in the near future for the 

Congregation and mother 
Church at large. With our 3 
years of philosophical studies, 
we stand confident and 

unreservedly say, “Yes we 
have mapped out the 
world”, as Henry Newman 
once asserted, “the boast of 
philosophy is not to look at the 
relative disposition of things 
but to have mapped out the 
world is, or at least the boast of 
philosophy.” 
 
On behalf of my brothers, I 
wish to thank the 
delegation and in 
particular, the US Province 

for the prayers, support and 
encouragement given to us 
during our three years of 
philosophical studies at  

      St. Bonaventure College.  
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Fr. Kabika (standing, 5th from right) with the youths of Quiechapa 
Parish posing for a photo 

Above: Fr. Kabika celebrating the Holy Thursday 
Mass in the outstation of Petertengo.  
Below: Fr. Kabika washing feet 

 

A MISSIONARY BEYOND BOUNDARIES 

                                                By Musonda Chipili 

 

“It feels good to be home, I feel 
in touch. Being in a foreign 
country can be stressful 
sometimes; the language, 
culture and everything. Since 
you want to fit in, hence you 
try to make an effort in 
everything as a result, you feel 
stressed. It’s good to be with 
the family, two years is 
something,” said               
Fr. Francis Kabika who 
was visiting Zambia for 
the first time since he took 
his obedience to Mexico in 
2009. 
 
Upon arrival in Mexico, 
Fr. Kabika studied Spanish 
for three months at an 
Oblate postulancy in 
Puebla. He later spent six 
weeks at the pre-novitiate 
in Gudalajara. Since 
almost no one speaks 
English in the area,           
Fr. Kabika learnt the Spanish 
language quickly, as a result, he 
is now almost fluent in it.  
 
Fr. Kabika now resides in the 
state of Oaxaca, he is the only 
African priest in a radius of one 
thousand kilometers. He does 
his ministry at Quiechapa 
Parish with another Oblate 
priest. The parish is located in 
the mountains, the area is about 
3,000 m above sea level.  Both 
the church and the parish 
house are 400 years old. The 
parish has records of baptism 
from as far back as 1784.  
 
Quiechapa Parish is a 
patrimony of the government. 
According to the law in Mexico, 
all churches in that country 
which are 150 years old are a 

patrimony of the government. 
The Parish is currently being 
renovated by the state. 
 
Quiechapa Parish is made up of 
sixteen villages which are 
scattered all over the 
mountainous region. Most of 
the people in the area are poor, 

maize and beans are the major 
crops grown. They are 
cultivated twice a year. Eighty 
percent of the population is a 
mixture of the Indians, Spanish, 
Europeans and the other 
percentage is made up of the 
indigenous people. 
 
Fr. Kabika is involved in youth 
ministry and he also teaches 
English at a local high school. 
In youth ministry, he holds 
retreats; helps the children 
know who they are and 
appreciate themselves and also 
help them realize that they 
have something to offer. Since 
the region is very poor, most of 
the youths have not gone 
beyond their area, it takes 
about four hours to drive from 
the parish to the coast. Once in 
a while, Fr. Kabika takes the 

youths of Quiechapa Parish to 
the city so that they may 
interact with youths of the city.  
  
Fr. Kabika finds joy in his 
ministry, in the people and in 
being different, “Being different 
among them all makes me 
stand out. I am a missionary in 

a foreign land among a 
different people whose 
culture, view of the 
world is different from 
mine; this has 
somehow made me to 
appreciate my culture. 
Often we do not realize 
what we have and who 
we are until we are 
placed in a different 
situation and that 
forces us to rediscover 
ourselves.” 
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Cardinal Medardo Mazombwe blessing the newly constructed kitchen  at 
Our Lady’s Hospice early this year. 

OUR LADY’S HOSPICE: ECUMENICAL FUNDRAISING PRAYER BREAKFAST 

By Sch. Bro. Ben Phiri, OMI 

 

The Ecumenical Fundraising 

Prayer Breakfast is an annual 
event held and hosted by Our 
Lady’s Hospice in Kalingalinga. 
The event started with a 
moment of silence to remember 
Fr. Eugene O'Reilly, SPS; the 
Hospice Board Chairman who 
passed away suddenly in May 
this year. The guest speakers 
were the Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Health, Dr. Peter 
Mwaba, and Fr. Michael Kelly 
SJ, also in attendance was His 
Eminence Medardo Cardinal 
Mazombwe.  

It is noted that HIV/AIDS is a 
reality and we have to face the 

challenges that come with it. 
Hence, Our Lady’s Hospice 
provides and promotes quality 
palliative care for HIV/AIDS 
and Cancer patients. It is 
always a challenge to meet the 
rising cost of care, thus the 
prayer breakfast helps the 
Hospice raise funds for self 
sustainability as it depends 
mostly on donations from the 
global fund, generous 
individuals, Churches, local 
companies and other 
organizations. This year’s 
theme “The female face of 
HIV/AIDS Investing in 
Women and Children” was 
chosen because women today 
are the most affected, thus 

making them vulnerable with 
the challenges of the pandemic 
than men and this gender 
difference is even larger among 
young people. Moreover, 
violence against women 

(physical, sexual or emotional), 
which is experienced in our 
society, increases their 
vulnerability to HIV/AIDS. 
Women need our support in 
the fight against HIV/AIDS.  
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 Fr Nebby Mutale, OMI being installed as parish priest of St. 
Michael’s parish in Kalabo. 

 L-R: Fr. Barnabas Simatende, Fr. Godfrey Sekula, Fr. Bill 
Morell, Mr. Albert Nalishua and Mr. Scott Woodward 
looking at the recently installed kitchen equipment at the 
Makeni House of Philosophy. 

 Left to Right: Frs. JC Cain, Ronald Walker, Bill Morell and   
Mr. Scott Woodward at Mary Immaculate parish in Lusaka. 

 Fr. Evans Chinyama Chinyemba during his Episcopal 
ordination. 

Parishioners of St. Michaels’ Parish of Kalabo arrive for the 
Episcopal ordinationof Bp. Chinyemba. 

     Procession of the word during at the Episcopal ordination of            
Fr. Evans  Chinyemba  

NEWS IN PICTURES 
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TRIBUTE TO BISHOP PAUL FRANCIS DUFFY, OMI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DE MAZENOD PRE-NOVITIATE: 
 

 Fr. Lewis Kaminda Sauti, OMI - Director for Formation at De Mazenod Pre-Novitiate in Lusaka, 
effective 1st August, 2011.  

 

 Bro. George Chilifolo Mandona, OMI - Community Treasurer at De Mazenod Pre-Novitiate in Lusaka. 
He will also serve as the Delegation Projects Coordinator.   
 

 

APPOINTMENTS 

 

 

We thank you for saying YES to enter the unknown into Zambia in 1984. 

We thank you for serving the people of Lukulu, Kalabo Mongu and the 

many outstations therein. 

We thank you for BEING the voice of the voiceless! 

We thank you for GIVING a voice to the voiceless. 

We thank you for your faithfulness to Oblate Life and Charism. 

We thank you for the ever resounding Diocesan newsletter for 14 years - 

THE DRUMBEAT! 

The time has come yonder now for you to take a rest, to view the 

unprecedented life of service. 

The time to view the vast Barotse Plains as the sunsets above the Zambezi 

River leaving  a glorious ring of beautiful rays to remind us that its 

presence lingers on in the “absence-presence” of twilight! 

Though absent from the diocese, your presence still lingers on. 

Well done good and faithful servant. 

You lived what you read and practiced what you preached! 

Mulimu ya maata kaufela amifiyaule  Bo Emeritus Bishop Duffy, OMI. 
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SANCTA MARIA COMMUNITY: 
 

 Deacon   Joseph Kapya Kang’ombe, OMI has been appointed to Sancta Maria Parish in Lukulu, effective 

1st September, 2011.  

 

SHANGOMBO COMMUNITY: 

 

 Bro. Richard Chanda, OMI has been appointed to St. Leopold’s Parish in Shangombo, effective 1st 

August, 2011 

 

CENTRE HOUSE COMMUNITY: 

 

 Bro. Lawrence Sakubita Like, OMI has been appointed to Center House Community and Mary 

Immaculate Parish effective 1st August, 2011. Bro. Like has also been appointed Delegation Information 

Director and Delegation Youth Coordinator effective 1st August, 2011.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 To Pre-novices of De Mazenod Pre-Novitiate in Lusaka; Morgan Musukuma, Robby Banda, Conrad 

Kapeya, Danny Kabwe, Emmanuel Masiye and  Sylvester Chanda for being awarded a Diploma in 

Philosophy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Sch. Bro. Lawrence Sakubita Like, OMI and Sch. Bro. Humphrey Milimo, OMI, from the Congo DR.  
 

 Sch. Bro. Hector Kalaluka, OMI and Sch. Bro. Reagan Kunda, OMI from Cameroun for home leave and 
to begin their one year regency. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS: 

WELCOME 
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 July 16th , 2011 ordination to Priesthood of Deacon Joseph Kapya Kang’ombe and Diaconate 
ordination of Sch. Bro. Richard Chanda, OMI,  Sch. Bro. Lawrence Sakubita Like, OMI and 
Sch. Bro. Humphrey Milimo, OMI, at St. Mary’s Parish in Kabwe.  
 

 July 17th - Fr. Joseph Kapya Kang’ombe’s First Mass. 
 

 

                                              Birthdays 

              May                                                                         June 

 

Sch.Bro.        Katongo Kennedy    3                           Sch. Bro.   Mwamba Elvis Ngosa             10 

Fr.         Mutale Nebby    5                           Sc. Bro.      Joseph Kapya Kan’gombe     25 

Sch.Bro.       Mumba Belatus                5 

Sch. Bro.      Tembo Michael                7  

Sch. Bro.       Sakubita Like                18 

Sch. Bro.      Mbulo Theodore  24  

 

                                                

                                                                                                                             

Final Vows 

  

                May                                                                               June 

 

Fr.  Nacidze   Singini       4                                       Fr.  Kibombwe   Freeborn                   12  

Fr.  Walker Ronald      31                                       Fr.   Sampa     Kennedy  12 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

DATES TO REMEMBER 



 
Missionary Oblates Zambia 

 

12 

 July 18th to 19th - Delegation Leadership Training in Lusaka for Unit Superiors, Parish Priests, 
Directors and Treasurers. 

 

 July 30th, 2011 - Fr. Ron Walker’s Golden Jubilee Celebration of Priesthood at Mary 
Immaculate Parish in Lusaka. 

 

 July 31st to August 7th   Delegation Annual Retreat. 
 

 August 28th, 2011- Official opening of the St. Eugene Church in Lukona by his Lordship 
Bishop Evans Chinyemba, OMI. St. Eugene Church is a sub-station for St. Michael’s Church in 
Kalabo. 
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       For more stories and photos, visit our website on www.omizambia.org 
 

NEWSLETTER ARTICLE CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

The Information Office is appealing to each community to submit articles on the activities that have been going on 

in your respective communities. As Oblates you have been doing good ministry and sometimes your efforts go 

unnoticed. The Information Office would like to share with other Oblates and Associates on your ministry. Please 

submit any articles accompanied with pictures. 
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