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Renewing ourselves in the spirit of our vocation

The 2022 Province Convocation

A HYBRID GATHERING

After cancelation (or postponement) 
in both 2020 and 2021, the 

Convocation of the Missionary Oblates 
of Mary Immaculate of the United 
States Province fi nally took place on 
April 18-20, 2022. But the format of 
the Convocation was much diff erent 
from the one postponed because of the 
Covid-19 Pandemic. It was a “hybrid 
convocation.”

Originally, “hybrid” referred to the 
“off spring of animals or plants of 
diff erent subspecies, breeds, varieties, 
species or genera” (https://www.
merriam-webster.com/dictionary/
hybrid). But in recent years, the word 
has been often applied to gatherings 
where some participants are physically 
present and others are there via various 
electronic media. Such was the 2022 
Oblate Convocation. There were larger 
gatherings of Oblates in four major 
“convocation sites”: San Antonio, 
TX; Belleville, IL; Tewksbury, MA; 
and Chula Vista, CA. But there were 
smaller communities of Oblates “on 
line” in such places as Oakland, CA; 
Buff alo, MN; Washington, DC. 

“Renewing our lives as Religious” 
was the title and theme of the 
Convocation, a theme chosen long 
before the pandemic called for a 
continual change of strategies. The 
Convocation planning committee 
(Frs.  Lou Studer, Antonio Ponce, 
Frank Santucci, David Muñoz, David 

Uribe, Salvador Gonzalez and Mark Dean) worked 
patiently with the ever-changing pandemic predictions 
and the venues that would eventually host the Oblate 
gatherings around the province. The local superiors 
of the various sites were also of great assistance.

OPENING PRAYER SERVICE

With a prayer service live streamed from the Church 
of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL, the Oblate 
Provincial, Fr. Lou Studer, opened the Convocation. As 
part of the prayer service, there was a video featuring 
85 photos of Oblates from the U.S. Province who have 
died since 2016, the last Convocation. In his remarks, 
the provincial especially thanked all members of the 
Mazenodian family who tuned in, as well as the local 
superiors who facilitated the gatherings throughout the 
province. Bishop Michael McGovern of the Diocese 
of Belleville was present for the service, as well as the 
young men in our novitiate and pre-novitiate programs.

Continued on p. 2

Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, Superior General
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FROM THE OBLATE SUPERIOR GENERAL

Signing in from the General House in Rome, the 
Oblate Superior General, Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, 
spoke from across the planet to encourage his brother 
Oblates and wish them well.

Of course, Fr. General is well known to the U.S. 
Oblates since, until his election as the 12th successor 
of St. Eugene de Mazenod in 2010, he was a member 
of this province and, at the time of his election, was 
the Provincial. A native of Buff alo, NY, he has been a 
professed Oblate since 1973 and a priest since 1979. 
His fi rst assignment took him to Brazil where he served 
until 1996. Upon returning to the United States, he 
became assistant director of the pre-novitiate and 
pastor of Holy Angels Parish in Buff alo. He became 
novice master in Godfrey, Illinois, in 2002 and was 
named provincial in 2005. His mandate as Superior 
General will end with the upcoming General Chapter 
in September.

His message to the U.S. Oblates was one of 
encouragement, especially at a time when our numbers 
are greatly decreasing, not only in the United States 
but in many places where the Oblates were very strong 
50 years ago. He spoke of positive and hopeful signs 
of new life in other parts of the Oblate world where 
the Oblate spirit is being carried forward by a younger 
generation and a vast number of laity who love the 
Oblates, St. Eugene de Mazenod and the mission we 
continue to carry forward. 

REGIONAL RESTRUCTURING (CROCUS)

Four Oblate provinces make up the Canada-U.S. 
Region (CROCUS). In Canada, the provinces are 
Notre-Dame-du Cap, OMI Lacombe, and Assumption. 
Each province will have representatives participating 
in their respective convocations in the course of 2022.

A feature at each of these assemblies was or will 
be an open forum regarding the future of Oblate 
ministerial presence in the Region, as well as thoughts 

Continued from p. 1, Convocation

San Antonio, Texas

Front, l-r: Abraham Chimese, Antonio Ponce, Raymond Mwangala, Bill Morell, 
David Muñoz. Rear, l-r: Richard Hall, Frank Santucci, Joseph Aluthwatte, Bob 
Wright, Humphrey Milimo, Tom Rush, Art Flores, Isidor Garcia, Paul Hughes, 
Manny Villareal, Clyde Rausch, Dave Ullrich, Tom Horan, Hector Kalaluka , 
Godfrey Mwansa, Victor Patricio, Ron Laframboise, Mike Lauzé
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and ideas about administrative re-structuring.

From the Oblate General House in Rome, the 
General Councillor for the Canada-US Region, Fr. 
Warren Brown, spoke of the beginnings of regional 
cooperation among Oblates in the 1970’s and the 
way it has developed, especially since the merging 
of the United States and Canadian Oblate Regions 
into CROCUS in 2015. While numbers have gone 
down drastically in the past 50 years, the degree of 
collaboration is growing all the time. But the Oblate 
Central Government is strongly encouraging the North 
American Oblates to move forward to restructure in 
order to better serve the mission and Oblate presence 
in the future.

Formation of future Oblates is now a Regional project; 
so too is ministry with youth. A region-wide youth 
rally had been planned for this summer, but it too 
has fallen victim to the pandemic. For a number of 
years, younger Oblates have held regular meetings and 

now have a committee that has studied and suggested 
two ministry sites, both in Canada; there is presently 
a search for Oblates on both sides of the border to 
staff  them. The North American Committee of Oblate 
Retreat Centers will hold its 42nd annual meeting this 
summer. While the Churchill-Hudson Bay mission in 
Canada has been under the care of the OMI Lacombe 
Province for many years, Assumption Province has 
agreed to take on the ministry there. Oblate Treasurers 
of the four provinces meet regularly to share ideas. 

The provincials of the three Oblate provinces in 
Canada were present electronically to speak about 
the current situation in their own provinces, primarily 
regarding possible restructuring of the administration 
and mission in their areas. Fr. Luc Tardif is provincial 
of the Notre-Dame-du-Cap Province; Fr. Alfred 
Grzempa, provincial of Assumption Province; and 
Fr. Ken Thorson, provincial of the OMI Lacombe 
Province. Continued on p. 4

front, l-r: Steven Montez, Pauldass Selvraj, Carlos Alarcon, Juan Ayala, Jim 
Brobst; rear, l-r: Feliciano Lopez-Ortiz, Bill Antone, Lucio Castillo, Marek Stroba, 
Pat Casey

Chula Vista, California 
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THE WISDOM OF GUEST SPEAKERS

On Wednesday, April 20, the morning session was 
dedicated to presentations by two nationally known 
speakers about religious life: Brother John Mark 
Falkenhain, OSB PhD, and Brother Paul Michalenko, 
ST PhD. The Benedictine and Trinitarian Brothers 
off ered pre-recorded comments related to the theme 
of the Convocation.

Bro. John Mark Falkenhain, OSB PhD is Adjunct 
Assistant Professor of Psychology in the Department 
of Pastoral Studies at St. Meinrad Seminary in Indiana. 
His PhD was earned at St. Louis University in 1997. 
He is a licensed psychologist with several years of 
experience in research, writing, and teaching in the 
areas of celibacy formation, formation for the priestly 
and religious life, and clergy child sexual abuse. Bro. 
John Mark lectures nationally and internationally, 
and he is a Fellow in Human Formation with Saint 

Continued from p. 3, Convocation

l-r top: Frs. Warren Brown, Luc Tardif
bottom: Frs. Alfred Grzempa, Ken Thorson

Tewksbury, Massachusetts 

Seated or kneeling, l-r: Charlie Beausoleil, Tuan Pham, Felix Nyambe, 
Frank Demers. Front: John Hogan, John Hanley, Lucien Bouchard, Ron 
Meyer, Mike Amesse, George Roy, Charles Hurkes, Eugene Tremblay, Gus 
Coté, Wilfred Harvey, Don Lozier, Bill Sheehan. Rear: Dan Nassaney, Jean 
Meloncourt, Bill O’Donnell, Steve Conserva, Craig Bonham, Harry Winter, 
Carl Davis, Mike O’Hara, Jim Chambers, Emmanuel Mulenga
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Luke Institute in Silver Spring, Maryland. He has 
also served his community as vocations director, 
assistant formation director, and faculty member of 
Saint Meinrad Seminary. 

The title of his presentation to the OMI Convocation 
was “The Mission and Charism of the Religious 
Brother: an Uncomplicated Witness.” He explained 
the vocation of the religious Brother religious as the 
witness of the vowed life in itself and should not be 
defi ned by what it is not, i.e., ordained ministry. 

Bro. Paul Michalenko, ST, PhD is a religious Brother 
with the Missionary Servants of the Most Holy Trinity. 
He has served as Novice director and coordinator of 
his congregation’s international vocation and formation 
programs while serving on the general council. He 
taught at the Institute of Religious Formation at Catholic 
Theological Union for 17 years and was director of that 
program for six years. Paul has served as a facilitator and 
organizational consultant to many church and nonprofi t 
groups for many years. He became acquainted with the 
Oblates when he served as the facilitator of the 35th Oblate 
General Chapter in 2010. Currently, he is the Director 
of his community’s post-novitiate formation program. 

The title of his presentation was “Community,” with 
its many aspects: spiritual, theological, cultural, 
psychological, and aff ective.

In the ensuing discussion, several Oblates and novices 
made reference to their own call to Oblate life after 
the witness of Oblates living in community.

Continued on p. 6

Bro Paul Michalenko

Bro. John Mark 
Falkenhaim

Belleville, Illinois 

Front, l-r: Tom Ruhmann, Elvis Mwamba, Sal Gonzalez, Raul Salas, Harold Fisher, 
Chileshe Mulenga, Andy Lawlor, Pat McGee, Royd Miyambo, Sipho Mukobola, 
George Knab, Jim Allen, Tom Killeen, Sherman Wall, Joe Hitpas. Rear: Pablo 
Henning, Ray Prybis, David Uribe, Greg Cholewa, Dave Kalert, Etienne Kabemba, 
Terry Figel, Lou Studer, Allen Maes, Gerry Weber, Paul Wightman, Ron Harrer, 
Mike Hussey, Rufus Whitley, Dale Schlitt, Mark Dean, Andy Knop
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SHARING THE CHARISM OF ST. EUGENE 
DE MAZENOD

The fi nal afternoon of the 2022 Convocation was 
dedicated to presentations on the ways the charism 
given to St. Eugene de Mazenod is now a gift shared 
by Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate as well as 
thousands of lay faithful and others on all continents. 

The fi rst speaker, tuning in virtually from San Antonio, 
TX, was Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI. He has been 
an Oblate since 1970 and a priest since 1976. Born 
in South Africa, he has spent 28 years in ministry 
in Rome and at the OMI foundation and animation 
house in Aix en Provence. Presently, at Oblate School 
of Theology in San Antonio, he is the holder of the 
Kusenberger Chair of Oblate Studies. He has been 
involved in formation at novitiate and postnovitiate 
level and congregational animation around the world. 
His doctorate is in the theology of consecrated life 
and focused on the charism of his congregation.

For the convocation, he spoke of how the original gift 
of the Holy Spirit, the charism given to St. Eugene de 
Mazenod and which inspired him to become a priest 
and found a religious congregation of priests and 
Brothers to evangelize the poor, is a gift to the whole 
Church and is lived, not only by professed Missionary 
Oblates but also by many laity. Defi ning “charism” as 
“a living inspiration, incarnated in person/s, expressed 
in actions, lifestyle and missionary choices, given 
by the Holy Spirit for the good of the Church.” He 
explained how this sharing of charism is not simply 

to fi ll in where there are no more priests or Brothers, 
but is a shared vocation lived in communion for the 
good of the individual and the Church.

As a natural follow-up to Fr. Franks’ presentation, Fr. 
David Muñoz, OMI, spoke about how the Mazenodian 
charism is shared in diff erent ways in the United States. 
Born in Puerto Rico, he grew up in South Florida 
where he met the Oblates and, after high school, 
entered formation. He professed fi rst vows in 2005 
and was ordained in 2010 after fi nishing his studies 
in Rome. Currently he serves as Pastor of Our Lady 
of San Juan de Los Lagos Parish & Shrine in San 
Antonio, TX. He also serves as the assistant to the 
Kusenberger Chair of Oblate Studies at Oblate School 
of Theology and is on the US Province committee 
for the Mazenodian Family.

He spoke of how the charism is shared in many diff erent 
ways throughout the Oblate world. In the USA, there 
are eight diff erent incarnations of St. Eugene’s original 
gift: Oblate priests and Brothers; Honorary Oblates; 
Oblate Associates; Oblate Partnership; Oblate Mission 
Supporters (MAMI); Oblate Youth; Oblate Afi liados; 
and Oblate Employees.
 
To wrap up the input section of the Convocation, 
there was a video collage where various men and 
women, including some very energetic youth, gave 
brief testimonies of what the charism and the Oblates 
mean to them.

Continued from p. 5, Convocation

Fr. Frank Santucci

Fr. David Muñoz
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CLOSING EUCHARIST

The U.S. Oblate provincial, Fr. 
Louis Studer, presided at the closing 
Mass of Convocation 2022 at the 
Church of Our Lady of the Snows 
in Belleville. The Mass was live 
streamed so that Oblates and others 
of the Mazenodian family could 
join in the Church’s great act of 
thanksgiving, embellished with 
the Alleluias of Easter Wednesday 
and the beautiful gospel of the 
appearance of Jesus on the road 
to Emmaus where they recognized 
the Risen Savior in the breaking 
of the bread. 

How good and how pleasant it is, when WE dwell together 
as one!

Like fine oil on the head, running down upon the beard,
Upon the beard of Aaron, upon the collar of his robe.

Like dew of Hermon* coming down 
upon the mountains of Zion. 

There the LORD has decreed a blessing,
life for evermore!

Frs. Dwight Hoberechts and Tony Rigoli tuned in 
from  New Orleans. In Washington, DC: above - Fr. Rocky 

Grimard. Below - l-r - Frs. George Kirwin, 
Tom Coughlin, and Ray Lebrun

Buffalo, Minnesota
l-r: Dan Bozek, Hank Lemoncelli, Lon Konold, 

Bob Morin, Dick Sudlik, Cyprian Czop



OMI/USA /8                    OMI/USA /8                   

CContinued on p. 2

JPIC: province-wide involvement
Perhaps the most public aspect of the Justice, Peace 

and the Integrity of Creation ministry in the US 
Province of the Oblates is the work spearheaded by 
Fr. Seamus Finn, OMI, and his team of collaborators 
at the Washington, DC, offi  ce. But there are several 
other very signifi cant projects going on in other parts 
of the Province as well.

In early April 2022, the U.S. Securities and Exchange 
Commission (SEC), the government agency that 
monitors corporate disclosure compliance, protects 
the rights of shareholders and mediates disputes 
between parties, responded to a petition of Fr. Séamus 
Finn OMI, by denying a request from the corporate 
giant Amazon that it exclude from the agenda of its 
annual meeting a resolution requesting disclosure of 
its tax payments in each country where it operates. 
The SEC’s denial of Amazon’s no-action request is a 
watershed moment in tax transparency in the U.S. and 
allows interested parties to better assess the quality 
of the company’s support for the common good.

Seamus and the JPIC team have been doing a lot of 
work with private corporations and lobbying for climate 
change, racial equality, diversity in the workplace 
and many other issues important to JPIC. The Oblate 
International Pastoral Investment Trust (OIP), through 
one of its private equity placements, is investing in 
Zamseed – a leader in producing hybrid maize seed in 
the Sub-Sahara African market. Through such eff orts, 
the OMI eff orts help to enable small farmers to have 
access to high quality hybrid seeds and just wages 
for their work.

Above: The fl ag of Ukraine fl ies in the Peace Garden.
Below: Fr. Jack Lau plants the “peace tree.”

Important local eff orts

There are also examples of how local eff orts on the 
individual or communal level can enhance the care 
of creation. With the help of Fr. Jack Lau, OMI, the 
Sacred Heart parish in Oakland, CA, has a created a 
‘Peace’ garden for the community, planting vegetables 
and other plants. 

The Madonna residence in San Antonio and the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows will be 
installing solar panels in line with eff orts for clean 
energy.
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OMI Novices and their guide - Sipho Mukobola, Royd 
Miyambo, Sister Maxine, Chileshe Mulenga, Etienne 
Kabemba, and Pablo Henning.

La Vista Ecological Learning Center; 
exploring Laudato Si through fi eld trips

By Sister Maxine Pohlman, SSND, Director, La Vista Ecological Learning Center 

Oblate Novices and Sister 
Maxine are fi nding concepts 

in Laudato Si come alive through 
fi eld trips in the Godfrey area. In 
the encyclical Pope Francis calls 
us to “become painfully aware, to 
dare to turn what is happening to 
the world into our own personal 
suff ering and thus to discover what 
each of us can do about it.” That 
is our goal, and our fi rst fi eld trip 
explored chapter one, “What Is 
Happening to Our Common Home,” 
focusing on pollution, waste, and 
the throwaway culture.

We began by driving across the 
river in order to pass close to the 

coal-fi red Sioux Power Plant which 
generates our electricity, and which 
is visible from the Novitiate. With 
our own eyes we saw pollution 
spewing out of the stack, 3 million 
tons of coal ash, and ponds of 
polluted wastewater. The encyclical 
states, “Each year hundreds of 
millions of waste are generated, 
much of it non-biodegradable, 
highly toxic and radioactive,… from 
industrial sources. The earth, our 
home, is beginning to look more 
and more like an immense pile of 
fi lth.” Seeing this up close was a 
sobering experience and helped us 
understand why fossil fuels need to 
be replaced with clean, renewable 

energy if we are to counter pollution 
and toxic waste.

Next, we visited the Shrine of 
Our Lady of the Rivers, located 
a few miles from the power plant 
in Portage des Sioux, Missouri. 
In the encyclical we are reminded 
that, “Mary, our Mother who cared 
for Jesus, now cares with maternal 
aff ection and pain for this wounded 
world.” We join Mary in caring for 
our wounded world, recognizing 
that the ecological crisis is at its root 
a spiritual crisis. We have forgotten 
that all creation is sacred, and we 
need to treat it that way.

Continued on p. 11
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By Fr. Louis Studer,OMI

Zooming and flying

In his copious correspondence with his 
missionaries in Canada or Sri Lanka or 

Southern Africa, St. Eugene de Mazenod 
often lamented that he did not hear from 
them often enough. He was what today 
we would call a “hands-on administrator,” 
so no detail of the Oblates’ missionary 
life was “unimportant” to him. We might 
wonder what his leadership style would 
have been if electronic communications, 
from email to social media programs like 
Zoom, not to mention jet airplanes, were 
available. Would he have had enough 
electronic meetings to carry on his 
contact with his sons who were a great 
distance from Marseilles and in many 
diff erent time zones? How many fl ying 
miles would he accumulate?

Today, our community leaders and the members are 
blessed with many ways of keeping in touch, in person 
or “virtually.” While face to face meetings are the best 
way to get to know one another and share news and 
ideas, the invention of video conferencing has been 
a real gift during the two years of Covid-19. We have 
been able to use ZOOM and other programs to hold 
Provincial Council meetings and other gatherings. 
Our Province Convocation, twice postponed, would 
never have seen the light of day had we not been able 
to stitch together a “hybrid” convocation, partly in 
person and partly through the wonders of modern 
communication.

Meeting with pastors
One such electronic meeting was held with the some 
of the pastors of parishes where Oblates minister. 
Fourteen Oblate pastors were able to join in a meeting 
on February 18 with the council members. The council 
asked pastors if they had what they needed to do their 
ministry and also how the council could help and how 
they were doing in community and also personally.
All the pastors that were able to meet with the council 
shared that their parishes and communities were doing 
well and starting to bounce back from the pandemic. 

Attendance is starting to grow in almost all the 
parishes. Oblates in community are very supportive 
of each other. The common theme with all pastors 
was that they get their hope and strength from the 
people they serve. The Council thanked them for 
their good work and ministry.

Visit to Buff alo, NY
In late February, I was able to do an in person visit of 
the parishes where the Oblates serve in Buff alo, NY. 
During the visit, we celebrated the installation of a new 
superior of the district, Fr. Felix Nyambe, OMI. He 
serves as administrator of Holy Cross and Our Lady 
of Hope Parishes, assisted by Oblates Jim Loiacono, 
Steve Vasek, and Tuan Pham. Together with Felix, 
Art Flores and Jim Brobst, I also met with Fr. Peter 
Keralus, Vicar General of the Buff alo diocese. We 
discussed how our Oblate parishes will be part of the 
planning of “family of parishes” being re-organized 
by the diocesan administration. 

l-r: Frs. Art Flores, Tuan Pham, Lou Studer, Felix Nyambe, 
Steve Vasek and Jim Brobst
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Donor visits
We have been blessed with many 
generous donors over the years. In 
February and March, I was able 
to make visits to some of them in 
California and in Chicago to thank 
them personally. Some have made 
large contributions over the past 
several years.

CROCUS 
On March 7-11, we had a CROCUS 
virtual meeting. The agenda 

included continued planning for 
young Oblates to share in a regional 
ministry site to get to know one 
another and minister together, 
possibly in two inner-city parishes in 
Canada. We are continuing to look 
at ways to collaborate further and 
become more united as a region with 
the hopeful result of administrative 
restructuring and renewing our 
regional ministry presence into 
the future. Time will be devoted to 
the above goals at each of the four 

provinces’ convocations in 2022. 
We also worked on our report to 
the General Chapter. Each province 
submits a separate report and then 
all four reports are combined into a 
15–20-minute report at the Chapter: 
statistics, personnel, ministries, 
future plans, vocations, fi rst 
formation sites and fi nances.

A new “Oblate Doctor”

The Superior of the Delegation of Zambia, 
Fr. Raymond Mwangala, OMI, successfully 

achieved the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in 
Spirituality on April 8, 2022, at Oblate School of 
Theology in San Antonio, TX. On that date, he 
defended his doctoral dissertation, “Henri Nouwen 
and the Priesthood: A Critical Study of Henri 
J.M. Nouwen’s Contribution to the Contemporary 
Spirituality of the Ordained Priesthood”.

The contemporary spiritual writer, Henri J. M. 
Nouwen (1932-1996), by his life and in his writings 
off ers the ordained priesthood a unique model for 
renewal. While remaining faithful to the core of the 
priesthood, Nouwen sought new ways of living out 
his call. Priests and others can today learn from this 
“wounded healer” how to be ministers in the name 
of Jesus.

On our return to the novitiate, we stopped at an 
abandoned house on the property. The reality of our 
throwaway culture as a longstanding problem became 
clear when we found an old vehicle left in the woods 
along with an abundance of trash.

We concluded our time together considering how to 
reduce our use of electricity along with ways to step 
outside the throwaway culture. Novices were invited 

to recycle batteries and paper in the Learning Center 
Offi  ce. Small eff orts mean so much as Pope Francis 
reminds us: “There is a nobility in our care for creation 
through little daily actions, and it is wonderful how 
education can bring about real changes in lifestyle.”

Continued from p. 9, Ecological
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Oblate Parish celebrates 100th Anniversary 
By Will Shaw

On Saturday March 19, 2022, a 
large crowd gathered at Holy 

Rosary Parish in Fairmont City, IL, to 
celebrate the Eucharist and the 100th 
Anniversary of the Church’s fi rst Mass 
which was held on March 19, 1922. 
Fr. Joseph Pico held that Mass in the 
living room of the church rectory with 
26 parishioners in attendance. 

It was the Diocese of Belleville’s 
Bishop Henry Althoff  who saw the 
need for a parish to serve the growing 
Spanish-speaking community which 
came to Fairmont City seeking work 
in area industries. Fr. Pico would have 
been gratifi ed to see how the parish 
has grown in the past 100 years.

Bishop Michael McGovern of 
the Diocese of Belleville was 
on hand to celebrate the Mass,, 
along with the current Pastor, Fr. 
Harold Fisher, OMI, and Associate 
Pastor, Fr. James Fee, OMI. Also 
concelebrating were Fr. Michael 
Barber, SJ; former Pastor, Msgr. 
James Buerster; and the Provincial 
the US Oblate Province, Fr. Louis 
Studer, OMI. 

Before the  Mass, Bishop McGovern 
blessed the handsome new doors 
at the Church entrance, a gift to 
the parish from a parishioner. In 
his homily, Bishop McGovern 
congratulated Fr. Fisher and the 
congregation saying, “You have a 
rich heritage of faith that has been 
shared by many families and the 
people of the wider neighborhood.”
The Missionary Oblates began 
serving the people of Holy Rosary 
upon the retirement of Fr. David 

Wilke in 2019. Oblate Father 
Harold Fisher was named Pastor 
after many years working with 
Spanish-speaking faith communities 
and in vocations. After Mass, Fr. 
Studer expressed his admiration for 
the Parish: “I am very proud that 
the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate are the priests that serve 
this parish! Each time I have visited 
here, I have been edifi ed by your 
love for your parish community…” 

After Mass, nearly everyone moved 
to the gymnasium for a celebratory 

dinner. The gaily-decorated event 
featured music and a theatre-sized 
screen with a continuing slide-
show of photos of parishioners and 
pastors from the 100 years of the 
parish. After Bishop McGovern’s 
Benediction, the attendees chose 
between a Mexican-inspired buff et 
or another featuring a traditional 
fried chicken dinner. After dinner, 
the congregation heard greetings 
and congratulations from Bishop 
McGovern, as well as from local 
civic leaders and Fr. Fisher. 

Above: l-r - Frs. Jim Fee, Michael Barber, Jim Buerster, Bishop 
McGovern, Harold Fisher, Lou Studer.

Below: Bishop McGovern and Fr. Fisher bless the new doors.
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Lourdes feast in San Antonio

On February 11, 2022, the Our Lady of Lourdes 
Grotto and Tepeyac Shrine in San Antonio, Texas, 

celebrated the feast of its patroness. The grotto activities 
offi  ce organized a candlelight procession similar to 
those held at the Shrine in Lourdes, France. It is 
estimated that more than 300 faithful attended the event 
which included the rosary during the procession and 
the celebration of the Eucharist. It is believed that a 
procession like this has never been held at the Grotto 
since its founding in 1941. February 11 is also the World 
Day of Prayer for the Sick, since the many miracles 
at Lourdes were about healing. Grotto director, Fr. 
Richard Hall, OMI, off ered the opportunity for those 
attending to receive the sacrament of anointing. He 
was joined by several Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
ministering in the San Antonio area.

New Orleans: Oblate 
preaches at mayoral 
inauguration Mass

On January 10th, 2022, Fr. Emmanuel Mulenga, 
OMI,  (inset photo on the right) pastor of the 

historic Saint Augustine Catholic Church in New 
Orleans was the celebrant of the Mass of Inauguration 
for Mayor LaToya Cantrell. Held at Saint Patrick’s 
Church, the Mass began the events of the day for 
Cantrell’s second term as the mayor of New Orleans. 
Preaching from Mark 1:21-28 in which Jesus’ healing 
and teaching were recognized as new compared to 
previous teachers, Fr. Mulenga invited Mayor Cantrell 
and her team to emulate the example of Jesus’ leadership 
that transcended “business as usual.” Mulenga also 
delivered a message to the Mayor from Archbishop 
Gregory Aymond and his Auxiliary Bishop Fernand 
Cheri, both of whom could not make the event because 
they were on retreat with other Bishops of the region.

Above: Anointing of the sick.
Below: Rosary procession
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Vocation ministry continues
Still inviting to “Come and See”

On August 1, 2021, Fr. Victor 
Manuel Patricio Silva, OMI, 

offi  cially assumed the title of Vocation 
Director for the US Province. 
Born in Acapulco, Guerrero, MX, 
he professed his fi rst vows as an 
Oblate in Godfrey in 2013. After his 
theology studies in San Antonio, he 
was ordained in 2018 and received his 
fi rst assignment as Parochial Vicar at 
Santa Rosa Parish in San Fernando. 
In 2020, he joined the OMI team at 
Most Precious Blood Parish in Chula 
Vista, CA, where he served until his 
new assignment. When the pandemic 
caused a shutdown of liturgies in 
2020, he began a live-streamed 
prayer and spiritual conference on 
Facebook and YouTube. “Vitaminas 
para el alma” (Vitamins for the Soul) 
celebrated its second anniversary in 
March 2022. 

Although Victor is the only full-
time Vocation Director for the 
Province, he is aided by two part-
time collaborators: Oblates Frs. 
Jesse Esqueda in Tijuana and Steven 
Montez in Chula Vista.

Part of his work is networking with 
other vocation directors, religious 
and diocesan. He maintains 
an offi  ce in both San Antonio, 
which is his offi  cial home, and in 
Belleville. He belongs to Vocation 
Committees in San Antonio (San 
Antonio Vocations); Chicago 
(Chicago Archdiocesan Vocation 
Association) and the National 
Religious Vocation Conference 
(Midwest and Southwest). 

Whenever and wherever he can 
do so, he sets up vocation display 

tables, e.g., at Oblate meetings and 
jubilee celebrations; at a Vocation 
Fair in St. Louis, MO; a Vocation 
Fair at Marian University in 
Indianapolis; the National Catholic 
Youth Conference in Indianapolis, 
IN; and the huge and famous 
Religious Education Congress in 
the Los Angeles Archdiocese.

He has visited several parishes, Oblate 
and non-Oblate, to promote vocations. 
Assisting him with offi  ce-type work 
is Irma Noyola, the manager of the 
San Antonio USP Support Offi  ce. She 
helped in making the vocation posters, 
bookmarks, and other materials, and is 
in contact with discerners by email and 
texts. Victor has also started vocation 
pages in social media forums popular 
among young people: Instagram, 
YouTube, Facebook and Tik Tok.

.        . .  
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He also organizes and hosts “Come and See” days 
for interested young men. Seven men participated 
in a weekend at Henry Tempier House of Studies in 
Belleville in October. Aged 19 to 28, 5 were from 
Texas and 2 from California. 

He participated in the Life Awareness retreat in San 
Antonio on January 14-16, 2022. Men and women took 
part in this and he has begun to have communication 
with two men about the Oblates.

He is always happy to receive names of possible 
“discerners” from Oblates, Associates, families, etc. 
He currently has about 95 names and addresses on 
his list, but only about 20 of them actively respond.

There are some upcoming events that might be of 
interest to possible candidates in your area:
• Holy Hour for Vocations on May 1st at the Oblate 

Grotto in San Antonio at 5pm.
• Vocation Discernment Retreat at La Parra in Sarita, 

TX, from May 14 – 20 
• Mission Experience at White Earth Mission in 

Minnesota, from June 20 – 30

• Come and See days for the US province: October 
7 – 9 (Belleville); January 20 – 22 (San Antonio).

Bro. Solomon Gaja, OMI, from the Oblate 
Province of Cameroon was ordained to the 
diaconate in San Antonio, TX, on March 
19, 2022.

Out for dinner with the Oakland Oblates: around the table, l-r - Frs. John Ettensohn, Phillip Singarayar, Ray John 
Marek, Scott Hill, Bill Mason, Jack Lau, Don Arel, and Victor.
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Our Lady of the Snows Shrine 
mission exhibit nears completion

August 5, 2022, liturgical feast 
of Our Lady of the Snows, 

will see the inauguration of “Arctic 
Wings and a Shrine,” a multi-room 
exhibit focusing on the ministry of 
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
especially in the Arctic regions of 
Canada. The devotion to Our Lady of 
the Snows was brought to Belleville 
in the late 1930’s by former Arctic 
missionary, Fr. Paul Schulte, OMI.

Among the guests for 
the inauguration will be 
the current leader of the 
Belleville Diocese, Bishop 
Michael McGovern, as 
well as Arctic missionary, 
Bishop Anthony Krótki, 
OMI, (right) of the Diocese 
of Churchill-Hudson Bay, 
Manitoba, Canada.

Foppe Visual Communication is 
putting on the fi nishing touches of 
the exhibit. Chief designer of the 
exhibit is Tom Foppe of Highland, 
IL. One could say that the Oblates 
have been part of Tom’s life ever 
since he was born into a family of 
8 boys, the son of Carole and Ron 
Foppe. His great-uncle was Fr. Cyril 
Foppe, OMI (1999). His parents 
were very involved in the founding 
of the Victorious Missionaries by Fr. 
John Maronic, OMI (1985). While 
still in his teens, Tom was invited to 
restore one of the original paintings 
of Our Lady of the Snows which had 
suff ered signifi cant water damage. 
Tom, as well as his father and his 
younger brother John were part 
of Oblate vocational discernment 

programs. And Tom designed and 
produced the Children’s Garden at 
the Shrine, as well as other exhibits. 
Tom and his wife JoAnn are the 
parents of fi ve adult children.

The exhibit will begin near the main 
entrance to the Shrine’s Visitors’ 
Center with a focus on the Oblate 
Founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod. 
There will be videos of the saint’s 

life and enlarged 
copies of some of his 
letters written to the 
early missionaries in 
the Arctic.

The path will then lead 
past pictures of what 
visitors can expect 
in the exhibit to the 

exhibit itself. The visitor will be able 
to learn more about diffi  cult Arctic 
missions, past and present, as well 

as about the Shrine and its origins, 
from a small image painted by a 
friend of the German missionary, 
Fr. Paul Schulte, OMI (1974) to 
the now realized vision and dream 
of the Shrine’s founder, Fr. Edwin 
J. Guild, OMI (1995). There 
will even be a special interactive 
children’s room. Other features 
of the exhibit will highlight the 
Oblates’ worldwide missionary 
eff ort; the Shrine’s devotional 
areas; vocations to Oblate religious 
life; and the role of the Missionary 
Association of Mary Immaculate 
(MAMI) and the Oblate partners 
in the mission of the Church.

The opening of the exhibit was 
originally intended to coincide with 
the U.S. Province’s convocation, 
had it been held in person during 
Easter Week, but as has been 
experienced everywhere, supplies 

Designer Tom Foppe oversees the installation of the exhibit.
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did not arrive according to schedule. 

U.S. Provincial Fr. Louis Studer, 
OMI, will host the two bishops as 
well as other distinguished guests, 
including some generous Oblate 
donors from the area. After the 
opening and initial tours, there 
will be a brunch for the guests. The 
day will be capped by the closing 
of the annual Novena in honor of 
Our Lady of the Snows, with a 
candlelight procession. (JFA) 

Oblate Day in San Antonio

On February 17th, members of the Mazenodian family gathered at 
the Immaculate Conception Chapel of Oblate School of Theology 

to commemorate the papal approval of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate as a congregation. Oblates, members of the diff erent branches 
of the Mazenodian family, and friends prayed together and thanked God 
for the 196 years of missionary work of the Oblates around the world. 

At the Mass, two scholastics, Bros. Raphael Banda and Stanco Simukonda, 
both of them from the Delegation of Zambia, renewed their vows as 
Oblates for one more year. 

The lay associates also renewed their 
commitment, promising to continue 
to live out the Oblate charism for 
one more year. A group of new lay 
associates also made their fi rst promise. 
The US Provincial, Fr. Louis Studer, 
OMI, presided at the Eucharist. Fr. 
Art Flores, OMI, Vicar provincial, 
and Fr. Antonio Ponce, OMI, post-
novitiate director, concelebrated at 
the Mass. The Eucharist celebration 
was followed by a reception at the 
Whitley Theological Center.

Left: workers install “The Oblate 
World” in the exhibit

Bro. Raphael

Bro. Stanco

Fr. Louis Studer receives the commitment of Oblate Associates
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The RAM’s Corner

Faith seeking understanding: Fr. Dale M. Schlitt, OMI

In “Oblatio,” the “Review of 
Oblate Life,” Fr. Paolo Archiati, 

OMI, the Oblates’ Vicar General, 
wrote an article, in 2021, about 
the Congregation’s involvement in 
higher studies, beginning already 
with the Founder, St. Eugene de 
Mazenod. In his article, Fr. Paolo 
speaks of the Founder’s desire for 
his missionaries to see their studies 
as an immediate and necessary 
preparation for their ministry: 
“He expected two things above all 
from his missionaries: on the one 
hand, that through the study of the 
scriptures and other disciplines more 
important for the mission which 
would be entrusted to them, they 

would be able to revive the faith 
where it had been extinguished, 
whether by the consequences of the 
Revolution or by other causes, and 
to nourish it in the hearts of persons 
who, having allowed themselves 
to be touched by it, had returned 
to the faith; on the other, that solid 
studies allow its missionaries to 
make a good discernment and 
to combat the errors which are 
always on the lookout and which 
risk compromising or reducing 
to nothing so many eff orts on the 
part of its missionaries.” (Oblatio, 
X-2021, p. 20)

When 14-year-old Dale Schlitt 

fi rst stepped through the doors of 
Our Lady of the Ozarks College, 
the Oblates’ minor seminary in 
Carthage, MO, in 1956, he knew 
very little about the Oblate Founder 
and even less about the eleventh 
century theologian, St. Anselm’s, 
famous defi nition of theology: 
“Fides quaerens intellectum” 
(“Faith seeking understanding.”) 
Nor could he have imagined that 
theology books that he would either 
write or collaborate on would make 
a stack three feet high by 2022. His 
boyhood faith brought him to discern 
a vocation with the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate. His intellectual gifts 
would help him, over many years, 
to shed some light on some of the 
deepest mysteries of the Catholic 
Christian faith. 

Most Oblates in RAM (“reduced 
active ministry”) see themselves as 
continuing their work of bringing the 
Church’s sacraments to others, usually 
in parishes and on a part-time basis, as 
their health permits and as the needs 
dictate, wherever they happen to be 
living. But Fr. Dale Schlitt, OMI, a 
professed Oblate since 1963 and a 
priest since 1969, has spent most of 
his years in ministry as a professor of 
theology. He has made “faith seeking 
understanding” a day-to-day ministry 
by engaging in the meticulous and 

Fr. Dale Schlitt, OMI, shelves his latest book.
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often exhausting research needed to 
keep the theological project of the 
Church alive, well into the future. 
Being in RAM simply gives him more 
opportunities to continue this work.  

Dale spent seven years (1975-1982) 
working on his Ph.D. in Religion 
at Claremont Graduate University, 
in Southern California. His thesis, 
Hegel's Trinitarian Claim. A Critical 
Refl ection, was published in 1984. 
But that was just the beginning of 
the wide shelf of publications that 
bear his name. 

Before assigning Dale to teaching 
and research, his superiors let him 
experience parish ministry in the 
USA and in Denmark. He has also 
been a scholasticate formator and 
campus minister at the University 
of Illinois, Champaign. From 1983 
until 2012, Dale was an important 
part of the academic life at the 
Oblates’ Saint Paul University in 
Ottawa, Canada. Besides teaching 
and research, he served as the Rector 
of that school for 15 years. When 
he returned to the USA, he served 
for a half-year as Acting President 
of Oblate School of Theology in 
San Antonio (2012) and then for 
fi ve years as professor there. His 
RAM assignment brought him to 
St. Henry’s Oblate Residence in 
Belleville, IL, not far from his native 
St. Louis, MO, where he makes 
frequent visits, in season and out 
of season, to the world-famous Ted 
Drew’s Frozen Custard stand. 

After 7 years of intense labor, 
Dale recently received the fi rst 
copies of his latest 476-page opus: 
Testimonials to Experience of the 
Trinity, a study in the spirituality 
of the Trinity. 

(Dale M. Schlitt, OMI. Testimonials to 
Experience of the Trinity [Studies in 
Spirituality Supplement 37]. Leuven: Peeters 
Publishers, 2021. Pp. xi + 476.)

In professional philosophical 
and theological circles, Dale is 
well known, especially for his 
research on the Trinity and on 
the philosopher, Georg Wilhelm 
Friedrich Hegel (1770-1931). 

Dale is part of a long tradition of 
Oblates sponsoring institutes of 
higher learning and of encouraging 
some Oblates to further their studies, 
not only of theology, biblical studies 
and spirituality, but of other fi elds 
as well. Currently, the Association 
of Oblate Institutes of Higher 
Learning comprises nine member 
institutions, all either sponsored by 
the Oblates or with close ties to the 
Congregation.

• St. Paul University, Ottawa, 
Ont., Canada

• Notre Dame University, 
Cotabato City, Philippines

• Université de Mazenod, 
Kinshasa, Congo

• Oblate School of Theology, San 
Antonio, TX, USA 

• St. Bernard Scholasticate, Obra, 
affi  liated with the University of 
Warsaw, Poland 

• St. Joseph Theological Institute, 
Cedara, South Africa 

• De Mazenod Institute of 
Philosophy, Chennai, India 

• Institute of Higher Learning, 
Colombo, Sri Lanka 

• Maritime Academy of Nusantara 
in Cilacap, Indonesia

Oblate School of Theology, San Antonio, Texas
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The Oblates in Oregon 
Territory: 1847-1868

By Bro. Richard Coté, OMI, 
Historian/Archivist, St. Joseph the Worker Shrine, Lowell, MA

This year marks the 175th 
anniversary of the arrival of 

the fi rst Oblate missionaries to the 
United States in 1847 in what was 
then known as the Oregon Territory.  
At that time Oregon included 
the present states of Oregon and 
Washington.  

A request for Oblate missionaries 
was made by the newly appointed 
Bishop of Walla Walla, Magloire 
Blanchet in 1846.  Father Bruno 
Guigues, Superior of the Oblates in 
North America, relayed the request 
to Superior General, Bishop Eugene 
de Mazenod in Marseille.  De 
Mazenod had sent the fi rst Oblates 
to Canada in 1841 and in just six 
short years, the Congregation had 
expanded to the Pacifi c Northwest. 
Fr.  Guigues, later fi rst Bishop 
of Bytown (Ottawa) and Bishop 
Ignace Bourget, (Montréal), a close 
friend of de Mazenod, were both 
interested in this foundation. Fr. 
Paschal Ricard, O.M.I., had been 
appointed Superior of the Oregon 
mission on January 8, 1947.  

On January 11, 1847, the General 
Council in Marseille, noted a 
commitment between Father 
Guigues and Bishop Magloire 
Blanchet of then Walla-Walla, 
WA: “There are serious reasons 
in favor of this project.  The 
advantage of embracing all the 
savage (Indian) missions of North 
America, extending ourselves 

from one Ocean to another, that of 
establishing ourselves in territories 
bordering on Hudson Bay, where the 
Congregation is already established 

2, 1848, the scholastics Chirouse 
and Pandosy were ordained to the 
priesthood by Bishop Magloire 
Blanchet. Georges Blanchet 
remained a Brother for a long 
time and was not ordained to the 
priesthood until November 1, 1892. 
The missionaries arrived in Walla 
Walla on September 5, 1847.

A cold reception awaited the fi rst 
Oblates. Bishop Blanchet’s reception 
of the missionaries was quite cold 
and when de Mazenod had learned 
of this, he was certainly saddened, 
and thought he had to warn Bishop 
Bourget: “I was going to say in 
confi dence how little the Bishop 
of Walla Walla had responded to 
the alacrity with which I had, in his 
pressing appeal, furnished him with 
devoted missionaries. Having been 
provided, during the period that our 
good Fathers were on their way by 
sea, with what he thought would 
suffi  ce, I believe he was annoyed 
to see them arrive. He received 
them in the fi rst place more than 
coldly and does not appear to have 
become more amiable towards them 
since. What appalls me is that the 
distance between us and these good 
missionaries means that they are 
going to suff er greatly before I can 
get to them the supplies which I 
had to presume this prelate would 
furnish since he had asked me for 
them as a great favour, his letter 
being proof of that.”

and the good that there is to do in 
completely new missions among 
numerous and still infi del tribes ...”
Having set sail from Le Havre on 
February 14, 1847, the missionaries 
did not reach Walla Walla until the 
following September 5. On January 

Bishop Bruno Guigues, OMI

Bishop Ignace Bourget
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Bishop Bourget tried to reassure 
the Founder: “Father Ricard and 
his confreres may have been a little 
surprised by the coolness of the 
Bishop of Walla-Walla.  But I hope 
that when they have lived with him, 
they will be able to better judge 
the goodness of his heart.  He is 
naturally serious, unemotional, and 
even chilly for anyone approaching 
him for the fi rst time. May it please 
God that this is only the eff ect of 
travel and momentousness.” 

The bishop of Walla Walla asked 
the Oblates to begin a mission 
among the Walla Walla and Yakima 
Indians. Beginning in 1847 they 
built a wooden chapel and house 
at the meeting of the Yakima and 
Colombia Rivers. They dedicated 
this mission to Saint Rose of Lima.

Besides the missionaries’ living in 
extreme poverty, a misunderstanding 

existed between Father Ricard, 
Superior, and Bishop Magloire 
Blanchet of Walla Walla that he 
wished to treat the Oblates as if 
they were diocesan priests. Fr. 
Gigues wrote to Bishop Bourget: 
“I received news from Oregon of 
Fr. Ricard.  It seems that the Bishop 
of Walla-Walla allowed himself 
to be infl uenced by his brother's 
(Archbishop Norbert Blanchet 
of Oregon City) extraordinary 
ideas on religious orders.  I had, 
however, made it a condition of 
this establishment to renounce 
such ideas I regarded as harmful 
to the good, and which would have 
taken me away from making this 
foundation.” 

Diffi  culties continued for the Oblates 
in the Oregon Territory until August 
15, 1878, when they left the Oregon 
Territory and were transferred to 
the Diocese of Westminster, B.C.

On January 13, 1857, Fr. Paschal 
Ricard, OMI, wrote to the Superior 
General: “Heaven in its goodness is 
prodigious in consolations for which 
we dared not hope. The action of 
Providence is visible. We ourselves 
are very surprised at the wonders of 
grace that are being accomplished 
before our eyes, and the Protestants 
are even more astonished. Every 
day, new bands of native peoples 
come to us to hear the word of 
God and to steep themselves in 
the spiritual life by receiving the 
sacraments. And that, in spite of 
three feet of snow…”

From this fi rst Oblate Mission in 
the United States in 1847, although 
unsuccessful, others fl ourished 
along the Rio Grande River in 
Texas in 1849; Buff alo, NY in 
1851; Plattsburgh, NY in 1853; 
and Lowell, MA in 1868.  

Oblate Constitution 43

We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for 
them, faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.

Fr. Leo Kertz, OMI, 86, (from former Central U.S. Province) died in Randers, 
Denmark, on April 9, 2022.
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REMEMBERING OUR RECENTLY 
DECEASED

Marcel Collet, brother of Fr. John Collet, OMI, 
died in Montreal on February 11, 2022.  

Mrs. Fernande (Daigle) Champagne, sister 
of the late Brother Donat Daigle, OMI, died in 
Lowell, MA, on March 27, 2022.

Richard C. Paulsen, brother of Fr. Tim Paulsen, 
OMI, died in Houston, TX, on April 16, 2022.

Prayer for the 37th General Chapter

Theme: Pilgrims of Hope in 
Communion

God of Infi nite Goodness, we thank 
you for all the blessings, poured 
out upon our Congregation and 
our extended Oblate family. As we 
approach our General Chapter, we 
call for a fresh outpouring of your 
Holy Spirit. We are grateful to you 
for our charism gifted to us through 
our Founder, St. Eugene, and kept 
alive through the dedicated lives of 
all who live that charism with creative 
fi delity and apostolic zeal. On this 
pilgrimage of hope, set our hearts on 
fi re and give us new life to carry out 
our mission, strengthen our resolve 
to be in communion with you, with 
one another and with our broken 
world. In our service to the poor and 
suffering, grant us a renewal of our 
lives and a greater commitment and 
dedication to our mission. We offer 
this prayer, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, and through the intercession of 
Mary Immaculate, St. Eugene and our 
Blessed Oblates. Amen. 
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