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Fr. Steven Montez, OMI: 
a priest forever!

Surrounded by more than 40 of 
his Oblate brothers, his parents 

and siblings, and many friends 
from coast to coast, Fr. Steven 
Montez, OMI, was ordained a 
priest by Bishop Daniel Flores of 
Brownsville, TX, on September 17, 
2021 in the Immaculate Conception 
Chapel at Oblate School of Theology 
in San Antonio, TX.

The new priest was born in 1993 
to Victor and Leticia Montez in 
Kingsville, TX. He has one brother 

In Fall and Spring each year, Oblates of the U.S. 
province gather at one of four main ministry centers 

to renew their commitment to religious life, to pray 
and socialize together, to share ministry experiences 
and to receive input on a topic of interest to their life 
and ministry.

The gathering this year in these four centers also 
included anniversary celebrations of religious vows 
and priesthood for the past two years, due to the 
impossibility of gathering last year because of the 
pandemic. Honoring those celebrating 25, 40, 50, 
60, even 70 years, it included Eucharist as well as 
a social after at which family and friends gathered 
to share in the celebration. Friendships among the 
honorees were renewed and deepened and memories 
of ministry over these many years recalled and shared.

On the second day of our gathering, Dr. Maureen 
Bacchi, Psychotherapist, Spiritual Director and friend 
of the Oblates, led us in a sharing and presentation 
regarding practical ways to help us cope in our 
ministries and community life in the midst of the 
pandemic that seems not to go away.

Maureen shared with us the importance of living fully 
in the present moment, suggesting ways to become 
more aware of what God is saying to us at those 
times, being more sensitive to our feelings in response. 
She also invited us to recognize and celebrate some 
simple moments of grace and gratitude, particularly 
in an "examen of consciousness" each day and to 
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share such experiences with others, especially those 
we live with in community, and particularly with 
those we frequently do not reach out to. “A simple 
phone call to a community member or parishioner 
can be a wonderful gift, both to the receiver and 
the giver,” she suggested. She also shared a few 
examples of people who are suff ering from disease, 
pain, misunderstandings, rejection, but who have 
become a positive infl uence for others, despite the 
negativity they were experiencing in their own lives 
and the tremendous positive infl uence they were able 
to be for others. “Such a positive attitude shared with 
others in ministry and community is the Oblate charism 
lived fully, particularly when the world is in the throes 
of this pandemic and so much suff ering,” she said.

Dr. Bacchi invited us to share at table some of the 
practical ways we have dealt with people who we know 
are suff ering from the pandemic and how that ministry 
and outreach changed us and the persons we ministered 
to. Several Oblates were able to share stories of such 
a change that took place within themselves, more so 
than in the people to whom they were ministering, 
they surmised.

At these gatherings, Oblates often comment very 
positively about the opportunities they are aff orded 
to share with one another, renew friendships, make 
new ones and learn from professionals, such as Dr. 
Bacchi, about living the Oblate charism in a deeper, 
more profound way in ministry and community life.

The fi nal day of our gathering included reports 
about province fi nances and budget from Fr. Jim 
Chambers, Province Treasurer and from Fr. Louis 
Studer, Provincial.

The Spring 2022 meetings are cancelled due to the 
Convocation which is being planned for Easter Monday 
through the morning of Easter Friday, 2022, to which 
all the Oblates of the province are invited as well as 
some members of the branches of the Mazenodian 
Family. The theme of the Convocation is "Renewal of 
Our Lives in the Charism of St. Eugene." Hopefully, 
it will be the occasion for deepening our call from 
the Lord to the vocation He has called each one of 
us. More details to follow in succeeding issues of 
OMIUSA.

-Louis Studer, OMI

Provincial’s report: continued

l-r: Lou Studer, Maureen Bacchi, Ray Cook

l-r: Pablo Hughes, Clyde Rausch, Richard Kulwiec, Tom 
Horan

l-r: Jason Rossignol, Tim Paulsen, Kevin Collins

l-r: Harold Fisher, David Uribe, Paul Wightman
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Oblate Superiors gather in 
San Antonio

The Superiors of our Oblate communities 
gather each year for four days to pray together, 

celebrate Eucharist, share practical ideas about their 
ministry of leadership and also focus on a particular 
topic relevant to their ministry responsibilities.

This Fall they gathered at the Oblate Renewal 
Center in San Antonio Monday, September 27 to 
Thursday, September 30.

Michelle Miller, Facilitator, who has often led 
Oblate gatherings, guided the Superiors and the 
Province Leadership Team on a series of topics. 
The subjects included: helpful positive ways to 
communicate in community; misunderstandings 
in community living; disagreements; leading faith 
sharing; facilitating retreat days in the charism of 
St. Eugene and other important topics.

Suffi  cient time was also allotted to the Superiors 
for sharing among themselves about a few practical 
steps they had taken that proved successful and 
some not so successful. This is always an important 
time for the Superiors, to learn from one another, 
about one another’s’ failures and successes.

I thanked the Superiors for their generosity, for their 
dedication to this important ministry, a ministry 
which is sometimes a thankless one. Many of the 
Superiors also have another full-time ministry so this 
added ministry is truly an addition to what is often an 
already busy schedule. Several of these Oblates are 
already in their late 70’s or early 80’s and they could 
be retired. Often, however, due to their relatively 
good health and generosity, they are willing to help 
care for those whose health is declining and also 
animate community life among Oblates. I also told 
them that this ministry is one which leadership often 
struggles to fi nd willing Oblates.  

Many of the Superiors remarked at the conclusion 
of the meeting about the important learning they 

received in their sharing together, in the ideas 
received from Ms. Miller and in the time spent in 
prayer and socializing with one another. 
The annual meeting helps renew the Superiors 
in their commitment to this ministry and to the 
importance of their leadership in facilitating Oblate 
community life and in assisting Oblates to live more 
fully the charism of St. Eugene.

Antonio Ponce and Lon Konold

Clyde Rausch, Jim Brobst, Charlie Banks, 
Mike Amesse, David Kalert

Ray Cook, Sal Gonzalez, Elvis Mwamba, 
Francisco Gomez
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THE MONTEZ 
FAMILY - l-r: 
Diane, Victor, Fr. 
Steven, Leticia, 
and Anthony

and one sister. His undergraduate 
education was at the University of 
Texas in Austin and at D’Youville 
College in Buffalo, NY, where 
he had entered Oblate formation 
in 20??. After his novitiate in 
Godfrey, IL, he pronounced 
his first vows in 2016. In 2021, 
he completed his Master of 
Divinity degree at Oblate School 
of Theology as a member of 
the Blessed Mario Borzaga 
Community in San Antonio.

In 2020, he completed a year of 
pastoral internship at the Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral in Brownsville, 
TX. It was there that he met and 
befriended Bishop Flores who 
ordained him.

Since the spring of 2021, he has served 
as deacon at Most Precious Blood 
Parish in Chula Vista, CA, and his 
fi rst assignment as an Oblate priest 
is to serve as Associate Pastor at that 
same multicultural parish just 8 miles 
from the Mexican city of Tijuana and a 
15-minute drive from San Diego, CA.

During his homily at the ordination 
Mass, Bishop Flores focused his 
refl ection on the word “Glory” 
which occurred several times in the 
readings chosen by Fr. Steven. The 
bishop’s main message to the newly 
ordained and to everyone present was 
that we fi nd that “glory” refl ected in 
the people we serve, especially the 
poor and most abandoned. He stated: 
“You know if there is one thing that 
I think Pope Francis would like for 
us to appreciate and that we need to 
kind of learn as a people in the heart of 
Christ: it’s that there is no competition 
between the People of God and the 
clergy. It’s not meant to be kind of 
a competitive thing; it's supposed 
to be the mutual enriching one of 
the other for the service of all… ‘I 
will be with you until the end of the 
world.’ The Masses you celebrate, the 
confessions you hear, the anointing 
of the sick, the times you preach -- in 
all these things you will manifest the 
Lord to his people and they ask you 
to be faithful to that commitment…. 
Obviously the Lord is present in the 
Eucharist and the sacraments but do 

not overlook his presence in the 
people you serve for he is in the 
least of them in the most glorious 
way…I will say that again…he is 
truly present in the least amongst us 
in the most glorious way…. May 
God give you many, many graces, 
obviously that you continue to be a 
faithful servant, a humble servant, 
a gentle servant and a servant who 
knows where to look for the sign of 
the glory of God which is always 
a sign that goes through the cross 
to his people.”

Priest forever: continued

Fr. Steven blesses the bishop 
who ordained him.
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oblate Formation 
programs: 2021-2022

There is something familiar about the beginning of every new 
program year in formation houses: orientation, getting to know 

one another, adapting to new living circumstances, and maybe 
even some homesickness for the newest members. The formation 
programs of the US Province have begun with the following 
numbers of candidates: Tempier prenovitiate in Belleville: 3; 
Casa Estudiantil in Tijuana: 6; novitiate in Godfrey: 5; Borzaga 
scholasticate community in San Antonio: 12. There are also two 
outside of the USA: International Roman Scholasticate: 1; Guatemala 
novitiate: 1.

Henri Tempier Community, Belleville, IL

By Fr. Juan Gaspar, OMI

The Henri Tempier formation year began offi  cially on August 
22, the Queenship of Mary, although the students arrived on 

August 9 for orientation and community building. Our community 
is adapting to several realities. 

Fr. Raul Salas OMI is bouncing back after his delicate battle with 
COVID in Feb/Mar 2021 which has left him dealing with a few 
lingering eff ects. Fr. James Allen, OMI, joined the community in 
mid-October. We also have a new member in the community. Bishara 

l-r: Juan Gaspar, Luis Ramirez, Bishara Andonie, Marlowe 
Romero, Raul Salas

Continued on p. 6
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Andonie is from San Antonio, 
TX, and is attending St. Louis 
Community College as he gets his 
fi rst year in college experience, with 
the intent of transferring to St. Louis 
University. Two returning students, 
Luis Ramirez and Marlowe Romero, 
are attending St. Louis University 
and integrating new personal 
experiences from the summer 
while completing their studies. 
One of the newest experiences is 
their commuting to and from the 
schools. In the previous year, it was 
online schooling and there was very 
little travel that includes parking, 
commuting and simply waiting in 
traffi  c. 

We have had various community 
activities to help us come closer, and 
one such experience was canoeing 
through the Meremac River. This 
was a new experience for many of 
us and a 3.5-hour fl oat became a 
5.5 hr. fl oat with limited water and 
snacks... Ouch!

We are currently exploring the diverse 
opportunities for candidates to get 
minors in areas they may fi nd interest 
while attending St. Louis University. 

We have found great support within 
the Metro-East community, which 
includes some Oblates who join us 
for Eucharist on Wednesdays and stay 
for supper as a way to interact and 
tell their personal stories. We have 
also begun the 2021-2022 Live Out 
Loud, a virtual formation community. 
This program has become a great 
supplement in various aspects of our 
formation. It was a pilot program, 
but eventually connected religious 
candidates and their formators through 

ZOOM across many countries. It 
has become a beautiful platform for 
intercultural experiences and sharing. 

We also have a Catholic counselor 
who assists us in intercommunity 
dynamics and off ers presentations in 
human development. Overall, we are 
excited for what the year has in store 
for us all. Here are a few quotes from 
our candidates to get an idea of their 
approach to formation. 

Marlowe Romero 3rd year: I have 
the hope this year to be devoted in 
my philosophy and formation to 
better know myself and to share 
my talents with the community.

Luis Ramirez 3rd year: Trying to 
focus on the Oblate Charism in my 
personal identity as I prepare for 
the possibility of the next stage of 
formation. 

Bishara Andonie 1st year: Come 
hell or high water, I will trust in 
the Lord.

Casa Estudiantil, Tijuana, 
BC, Mexico

By Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

We are off  to a good start as we 
begin a new academic year at 
the “Casa Estudiantil Oblata” in 
Tijuana.  Four of last year’s fi ve 
prenovices returned, and we gained 
two new young men, for a total of 
six students. Each brings his own 
gifts, history and a honest desire 
to discern his vocation.

Normally the program consists of 
four years of philosophy study at the 
archdiocesan seminary along with in-
house formation. At the end, all things 
being equal, the pre-novices earn a 
licentiate in philosophy recognized 
by the Mexican Secretariat of Public 
Education. 

Victor Izquierdo Hernández is 
completing his fourth year. He is 
24 years old, the eldest in a family 
of fi ve children, originally from the 
southern Mexican state of Hidalgo. 

Formation programs: continued

l-r: Álvaro Zapata, Carlos Martínez, Kevin Mazariegos, Aarón 
Cruz, Julian Cruz, Victor Izquierdo
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state of Chiapas. He moved back to Tijuana in 2019 and has 
been involved in parish youth ministry through which he became 
an Oblate Affiliate.

Brother Peter Vasquez, Fr. Eleazar Manuel-Lopez and I serve as 
formators. On September 10th, local Oblates, Oblate Associates 
and Affi  liates, and family of the pre-novices, gathered at our house 
to joyfully celebrate the Acceptance Mass of these six candidates.    

He is writing his thesis on the subject 
of “love of neighbor” in the works of 
a Spanish philosopher, José Ortega y 
Gasset. Aarón Miguel Cruz González, 
30, is in his third year. He is originally 
from the state of Veracruz, where his 
parents and sisters currently live. He 
came to us after some experience 
teaching math. He has both a licentiate 
and master’s in computer sciences. 
Álvaro Esteban Zapata Chapa, 21, was 
born and raised in Tijuana, the second of 
two children. He is also in his third year. 
He was active in the mission with youth 
in the Oblate parish, working closely 
with Fr. Jesse Esqueda, and teaching 
Taekwondo. He is a good athlete and 
sometimes leads those who are willing 
in some grueling workouts. 

Our youngest pre-novice is Carlos 
Antonio Martínez Mena. He is 19 
and was born in Tijuana and was 
living with his parents and older 
brother. Carlos was also active in 
youth ministry and served as an altar 
server in the Oblate parish. Along 
with Aaron, Carlos accompanies the 
community with the guitar during 
our liturgies. His parents’ roots 
are in the state of Tabasco. Julian 
Guadalupe Cruz Cabrales, 25, a 
Tijuana native, is in his first year of 
philosophy. Julian is the eldest and has 
two younger sisters. His parents are 
originally from the state of Sinaloa. 
Julian gained a university degree in 
engineering in Tijuana. He also has 
been active in the youth ministry of 
the Oblate parish and after a couple 
years of personal reflection, he made a 
decision to enter the Oblate seminary. 
Kevin Abiel Mazariegos Velázquez, 
20, is also in his first year. He is the 
second oldest in his family, with two 
younger siblings and an older sister. 
Even though born in Tijuana he spent 
his whole life in the southernmost 

Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate, Godfrey, IL
By Will Shaw

Five novices began their year of prayer, study and ministry on 
August 17, 2021. The community is quite international in its 

makeup. Fr. Frank Kuzcera (originally from Poland but a member 
of Lacombe Province in Canada) is the Novice Director. He is 
assisted by Bros. Patrick McGee (US) and George Litiya (Zambia). 

The novices began their year at the temporary novitiate site at the 
Henri Tempier Formation Community at the Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Snows in Belleville, IL. On October 13, they moved to the newly 
renovated Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate near Godfrey, IL.

The fi ve men are: Chileshe Mulenga, Royd Miyomba, and Sipho 
Mukobola, all from Zambia; Etienne Kabemba, originally from 
Congo but now from Notre-Dame-du-Cap Province in Canada;   
and Pablo Henning is from Venezuela and the USA.

(l-r back row) Bro. Pat McGee, OMI, Bro. George Litiya, OMI, 
Etienne Kabemba, Pablo Henning, Fr. Frank Kuzcera, OMI, (Front 

row) Royd Miyomba, Chileshe Mulenga, Sipho Mukobola

Continued on p. 8
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Blessed Mario Borzaga 
Community, San Antonio, TX

The new formation and school 
year really began on August 28 

when Oblates and friends gathered 
in Immaculate Conception Chapel, 
Oblate School of Theology, for the 
Perpetual Vows of Bro. Solomon 
Gaja, OMI, and the renewal of 
temporal vows of other members 
of the Borzaga Community.  

Bro. Solomon is the fi rst Nigerian 
Oblate to study at OST. He was 
born in Benue State in a family 
of four children. He began Oblate 
formation in 2012 in Jos, Nigeria, 
and then continued in Cameroon 
since Nigeria is a delegation of the 
Province of Cameroon. He made his 
fi rst vows as an Oblate in Garoua, 
Cameroon in 2015, after which he 
started his philosophy studies at 
Saint-Joseph-Mukasa Institute of 

Philosophy Yaoundé, Cameroon. 
He also did a one-year pastoral 
internship at Saint Peter’s Parish, 
Garoua.

Arriving in San Antonio in 2019, 
he began his studies of theology 
at OST. He is currently in the third 

year of theology, a dual-degree 
program: Master of Divinity and 
MA in Theology. During his time in 
the Blessed Mario Borzaga Oblate 
Formation House, he has engaged in 
diff erent ministries such as Hospice 
ministry and RCIA. He spent the 
past summer at Sacred Heart Parish 
in Oakland, California. He is currently 
working with the Deaf Ministry of the 
archdiocese of San Antonio, which 
obliges him to learn the American 
Sign Language (ASL), because 
that is the only means I can use to 
communicate with these people. As 
for the future, he is interested in youth 
ministry, teaching, parish work, and 
formation ministries, but he is open 
to work wherever there is a need in 
the Oblate World.

Classes at Oblate School of 
Theology are still off ered mostly 
through distance learning. Walking 
through the Borzaga houses, one can 

Rear, l-r: Brandon Ontiveros, Cleber Lopes, Dogo Anagedeu, Maximilien Kenfack, Moses Khisa, Musonda 
Chota, Jacques Liba. Front: Rafael Banda, Frank Santucci, Ron Laframboise,Solomon Gaja, Julito Dela 
Cruz, Antonio Ponce, Zane Nong, Abraham Chisembe, Henry Zayamoe, David Chisa, Stanco Simukonda

Bro. Solomon Gaja, OMI
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Welcome home, Fr. Hank Lemoncelli
(Ed. Note: Fr. Henry (Hank) Lemoncelli, OMI, has 
returned to the U.S. Province after more than two 
decades of service at the Vatican. Here, he refl ects 
on that experience.)

After nearly 22 years (November 1999 - 
September 2021) of living at the General 

House and working at the Vatican Congregation for 

Institutes Consecrated Life and Societies Apostolic 
Life, I now fi nd myself back in the United States 
preparing for a new ministry at Christ the King 
Retreat House in Buff alo Minnesota. 

Seriously expecting another extension of my time 
in the Vatican after having reached the required 

hear the voices of various professors 
coming over cyberspace. However, 
there is more freedom this school 
year for the scholastics to go out 
for ministry. Several of them are 
involved in RCIA programs in 
parishes throughout the city.

The community itself is very 
international/intercultural in its 
makeup. Even the formator group is 
made up of Oblates from diff erent 
national origins. The Superior is 
Fr. José Antonio Ponce, OMI 
(originally from Mexico but recently 
naturalized as a U.S. citizen); Fr. 
Ron Laframboise, OMI (born in the 
US but who served for many years 
as a missionary in Japan and Rome); 
Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI (born in 
the Republic of South Africa and 
who served for many years in Rome 

and in Aix-en-Provence, France); 
and Fr. Abraham Chisembe, OMI 
(from Zambia).
The scholastics are Brothers Dogo 
Anagedeu (Cameroon); Raphael 
Banda (Zambia); David Chisa 
(Zambia); Musonda Chota 
(Zambia); Solomon Gaja (Nigeria); 
Maximilien Kenfack (Cameroon); 
Moses Khisa (Kenya); Jacques-
Marie Liba (Chad); Zane Nong 
(Botswana); Brandon Ontiveros 
(Mexico-US); Stanco Simukonda 
(Zambia); and Henry Zayamoe 
(Burma -US). 

Joining the community this year 
are two Oblate priests working 
on degrees at OST: Frs. Cleber 
Lopes (Brazil) and Julito Dela 
Cruz (Philippines.) (JFA)

International Roman 
Scholasticate, Rome, Italy

After spending the summer 
studying Italian, an absolute 

necessity for studying at the 
Gregorian University in Rome, Bro. 
Mateusz Garstecki (US) has begun 
classes at the “Greg”. He recently 
renewed his Oblate vows before the 
Superior General, Fr. Louis Lougen, 
OMI, in the General House Chapel.

Noviciado Santa María de Guadalupe, 
Guatemala City

Novice Floriberto Gonzalez Castaneda (Mexico) 
continues his year of novitiate formation where 

the year-long program began in January 2021. Vicar 
Provincial Fr. Art Flores visited our novice in late 
July. (photo above)

Mateusz serves as lector at his renewal of 
vows with Fr. Louis Lougen presiding.

Continued on p. 10
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retirement age of 70 years old in 2020, I did not 
expect to be back in the States at this time. 

During my fi rst six years in Rome, I also served 
as the moderator of our student fathers. Serving as 
chaplain to a group of sisters for 21 of my 22 years 
in Rome, hearing the confessions of student fathers 
at the Filipino college twice a month, serving as a 
Spiritual Director to several priests and Sisters. and 
often sharing the wonders of Rome with tourists 
also helped as a diversion to offi  ce work.

My Vatican position gave me the opportunity to 
visit Ireland, Australia, and India three times, in 
addition to regularly attending numerous meetings 
of Conferences here in the United States.

As an English-speaking Study Assistant, I worked 
for the fi ve offi  ces of the Dicastery: the offi  ce of 
public relations, the offi  ce of monastic life, the 
offi  ce of regular governance, the offi  ce of new 
and diminishing Institutes and new forms of 
consecrated life, and the offi  ce of discipline. My 

work off ered many moments of gratitude 
and inspiration and occasions of regret 
and disappointment. 

It is truly inspiring to consider all the 
good carried out daily by consecrated 
persons throughout the world and equally 
devastating to learn of some of the 
unfortunate, scandalous situations caused 
by some consecrated individuals.

Upon my arrival at the Vatican, the fi rst 
of my three Cardinal Prefects thanked me 
for agreeing to accept the position saying: 
“None of us became a priest to work at 

the Vatican but some of us have to do it.” I must 
honestly say that, much to my surprise, I enjoyed 
my work in the Vatican nearly as much as living 
in the Eternal City, a city that never stops giving. 
Unfortunately, my Vatican schedule hindered my 
partaking in many of the community events of the 
General House Community.

In my years working in the fi eld of consecrated life, 
I became convinced of several absolute necessities 
for the fl ourishing of consecrated life: fi rstly, the 
need for good discernment before the reception of 
candidates and well planned programs of initial and 
ongoing formation that stress the core values of 
consecrated life; secondly the need for recognizing 
and encouraging the “faithful servants” as well as 
giving attention to the “wayward sheep;” thirdly, 
the need for local provincial and general superiors 
willing to challenge as well as to encourage all 
members of their community. 

I look forward to meeting province members whom I 
have not yet met as well as reestablishing bonds formed 
in the past. I also look forward to the challenges which 
my new in ministry in Minnesota will off er.

Lemoncelli continued

Hank preached at his farewell Mass at the General House

The Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us
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New website for Mazenodian Family

By Fr. David Muñoz, OMI

In January 2019, the U.S. Province 
of the Missionary Oblates of 

Mary Immaculate held its fi rst-
ever Mazenodian Family Vocation 
Congress. The congress invited 
representatives from the various lay 
associations that collaborate in the 
charism of St. Eugene in the U.S. 
The goals of the congress were to 
celebrate the vocation to live the 
charism, to refl ect theologically on 
the charism, and to collaborate in the 
charism. The representatives of the 
congress suggested two principal 
ways to further collaboration 
among the diff erent branches of 
the Mazenodian Family. First, they 
expressed their desire to network 
among the diff erent groups and to 
learn more about the charism. Second, 
they asked to participate more in the 
practice of Oraison together with the 
Missionary Oblates. 

The Mazenodian Family website 
is an initiative that responds to 
the suggestions given by the 
representatives of the Congress. It 
provides information on the vision 
and mission of each branch of the 
Mazenodian Family with the hope 

that it will encourage more people 
to also form part of one of the 
branches of the Mazenodian family. 
It also provides resources and links 
for further spiritual growth in the 
charism. 

The website (https://sites.google.
com/view/mazenodianfamily/
home) also provides information on 
the icon of St. Eugene de Mazenod 
written by Lauretta Agolli, a 
member of the Missionary Oblate 
Partnership. The icon was offi  cially 
presented as the offi  cial symbol of 
the Mazenodian Family in the U.S. 
at the conclusion of the congress.

In an increasingly technological 
society, the website off ers the 
opportunity to promote the Oraison 
project. Constitution number 33 
states: “In the prolonged silent 
prayer we make each day, we let 
ourselves be molded by the Lord, 
and fi nd in him the inspiration of our 
conduct.” Although the Missionary 
Oblates practice Oraison daily, 
the entire Mazenodian Family is 
encouraged to participate in this 
prayer of unity on the third Sunday 
of every month. The website’s main 
Oraison page off ers a small video 
introduction as well as a link to what 
Oraison is all about. Every month 
a new refl ection is posted to help 
participants focus on a unifying 
theme. Both pages also off er links 
to the Oraison project in Spanish. 

As the Oblate world looks 
towards the Second Oblate Lay 
Associations Congress in May 

2022, the website will provide 
opportunities to learn more about 
how the world-wide Mazenodian 
Family is working towards a more 
unifi ed collaboration in the charism 
of St. Eugene de Mazenod.

New St. Eugene 
de Mazenod icon

(Editor’s note: the website of the 
Mazenodian Family in the USA 
features as its symbol a new icon of the 
Founder by Oblate Partner Lauretta 
Agolli from San Diego. She explains 
the symbolism in her artwork.)  

Each icon is an entire world in and 
of itself and serves as a window 

to heaven and a path to the Divine. 
The frame represents the temporal 
world.   

The halo typically is drawn so that 
it is with in the recessed area as well 
as on the frame indicating that the 
Saint that is written on the board is 
of a Transcendent nature.

In all the locations where gold is 
placed as well as around the frame, 

Continued on p. 24
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By Arthur Pingolt

Oblate novitiate renewed and blessed

While many things slowed or even stopped 
as we dealt with COVID these past two 

years, one project in the Province carried on, and 
celebrated completion at a blessing ceremony held 
October 17: the total renovation of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Oblate Novitiate in Godfrey.

On hand for the welcome and blessing were 
Provincial Lou Studer, OMI, Novice Master 
Frank Kuczera, OMI and the Vicar General of the 
Springfi eld, Illinois Diocese (where the novitiate is 
located), Msgr. David Hoefl er.

Kuczera welcomed attendees to the event and 
indicated the schedule for the afternoon, which in 
addition to the blessing, included walking tours 
of the buildings and grounds with this year’s 
novices and a reception held on the novitiate’s 
patio overlooking the Mississippi River. Attendees 
included Oblate leaders from around the country, 
several Oblates from local communities in 
Belleville and St. Louis, local Honorary Oblates, 
Missionary Oblate Partners, representatives of the 
Oblate Associates and several individual donors to 
the renovation project.

Other highlights included special recognition by 
the Oblates of the three “leadership donors” to the 
renovation project: Renee Benson, Jasmine Azima 
and Vivian Vance, all Missionary Oblate Partners 
from San Antonio. Of note, Azima’s company, 
Jasmine Engineering, acted as project manager for 
the two-year eff ort.

Attendees also visited the most unique building 
on the property, an architecturally celebrated 
Tudor style lodge perched over the cliff s above the 
Mississippi. At the event, it was formally dedicated 
“Renee’s Lodge” in honor of Renee Benson’s 
underwriting of all costs to restore the lodge.  In 
past years Renee’s Lodge has been used as a place 
of both quiet refl ection and an ad-hoc novice “rec 
room” for cards or games.  In its restored state it 
will also serve as a beautiful and elegant setting for 
many types of small groups.

The afternoon ended with a presentation of Marian 
medals to Benson, Azima and Vance and a closing 
prayer of thanks for this new, renovated chapter in the 
life of Immaculate Heart of Mary Oblate Novitiate.

October 17: a blessed day
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The Oblate novitiate in Godfrey, IL, situated upon 
the bluff s of the Mississippi River, has recently 

completed a major renovation, based upon the need 
to “right-size” its structures to better suit the current 
needs of our novice classes.

Perhaps the biggest adjustment made to the structure 
of the novitiate building has to do with the number of 
novices it can now accommodate. There was a time when 
what some of us Oblates would remember as the Library/
Classroom area was the dormitory, which housed 28 
novices, packed in like sardines. Feeling the pinch, the 
novitiate was expanded by adding a two-story dormitory 
wing which provided each novice with his own private, 
though small or cozy, room. Classes of 20+ novices did 
not feel the pinch of close-quarter living, as did the men 
who shared one room among over two-dozen other guys.

In later years the wall between every other small 
bedroom was removed to provide a bigger living for 
the novices, since the class-size no longer warranted 
so many individual rooms.

In more recent years, novice class sizes have shrunk 
to where the dormitory space was mostly empty and 
not in use. It was time to “right size.” That has now 
been done. Gone is the entire dormitory wing. Gone 
also are the dining room and kitchen which were also 
part of the dormitory addition.

Now, in the space which once housed 25 novices, 
and later housed the library and classroom, are three 
novice bedrooms with bathrooms. Two other novice 
bedrooms now occupy the space where the mailroom 
once was, and through which one went to get to the 
dorm wing and the dining room. Two other novice 
rooms are located above these rooms, in the space 
outside the chapel entrance on the second fl oor, where 
the sacristy and storage rooms once were. An eighth 
novice room, which will also serve as a guest room 
should there be a class of fewer than eight novices, is 
located where the “loft bedrooms”, above the business 
offi  ce, once were. There are now a total of eight novice 
bedrooms, each having its bathroom.

The community room or rec hall is now located in 
the basement, in the room just beyond the laundry 
area. What was once the community rec hall (with a 
pool table) is now the classroom/library area.

There are three staff  bedrooms, all located in the oldest 
part of the novitiate, the original Levis house. There 
is also an Oblate guest room in this section as well.

The Levis house section is where the community 
gathers for meals, as the new dining room is located 
in the fi replace room (what was often used as a 
community lounge). The kitchen is adjacent to this 
room and was the staff  kitchenette in recent years.

One new addition to the novitiate structure is a covered 
walkway, which will make the chapel handicap 
accessible, without the need to manage any stairs. 

The chapel still has its blue stained-glass windows, 
but it now has new fl ooring (without carpet) and 
new chairs. 

What has not changed at the novitiate are the beautiful 
vistas of the Mississippi, which continues to fl ow 
through the seasons and the centuries. May novices 
of many generations to come be blessed by these 
views, and by the chance to live on that holy ground 
which we are privileged to call the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Novitiate.

Familiar places become new spaces
By Fr. Mark Dean, OMI
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Bro. Pat McGee shows 
off  his redecorated staff  
bedroom in the Levis 
house.

The kitchen is now located 
in what was the “wrap-
around porch.

The “fi replace lounge” is once again used 
as the dining room for the community as it 
was in the fi rst years at La Vista.
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One of 8 novice bedrooms, 
with  slicing door on 
bathroom

Community “rec hall” and TV room is located in totally altered 
basement of the Levis house.

Sacristy behind the chapel
Former “rec hall” converted into 
classroom, with accesibility ramp.

Ramp at rear of house 
makes chapel accessible.

THe Lodge has been restored, repaired and renamed “Renee’s 
Lodge” in honor of generous donor, Rneee Benson.
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Zambian Oblates: sent in new directions

The Delegation of Zambia has 
continued to be blessed with 

vocations. As a result of this, the 
delegation has also continued to 
expand it missionary outreach. This 
year (2021), several new territories 
have been added to the missionary 
portfolio of delegation.

USA: In May, three Oblates from 
the delegation were sent to the USA: 
Fr. Abraham Chimese, OMI, Fr. 
Godfrey Mwansa, OMI, and Bro. 
George Litiya, OMI. Fr. Abraham, 

assigned to the Blessed Mario 
Borzaga Formation House in San 
Antonio and Bro. George, assigned 
to the Novitiate, are sent to work 
for the OMI US Province as part 
of the delegation’s commitment to 
provide missionaries to assist in 
ministries of the mother-province. 
Fr. Godfrey joined Fr. Humphrey 
Milimo, OMI, and Fr. Hector 
Kalaluka, OMI, who are part of 
a new initiative of the delegation, 
developed in collaboration of the 
OMI US Province, to send Zambian 

Oblate missionaries to the USA 
to serve in parishes and other 
ministries as a way of contributing 
to the fi nancial self-sustainability 
of the delegation.

Our Lady of Assumption, 
Mazabuka: two Oblate missionaries 
assumed responsibility for Our Lady 
of Assumption parish, Mazabuka, 
Monze Diocese. The two are Fr. 
Vincent Sakala, OMI, and Fr. 
Nchimunya Haakakata, OMI. The 
parish is located 2 hours south of 

By Fr. Raymond Mwangala, OMI

left to right: Fr. Thomas Singer died in St. Louis, MO, on September 6, 2021
Fr. James Deegan died in Buffl  o, MN, on September 20, 2021

Fr. Terrence O’Connell died in Peabody, MA, on September 23, 2021

Oblate Constitution 43
We will keep alive the memory of our 
deceased and not fail to pray for them, 
faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed 
on their behalf.

The following Oblates of Mary Immaculate have 
died since our last issue of OMI USA. May they 

rest in peace.
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Lusaka, the capital city and is a 
rich missionary territory in need of 
more missionaries. The handover 
ceremony took place on July 4, 
2021.

St. Michael the Archangel, 
Chitimukulu, Kasama: On August 
15, 2021, three Oblates assumed 
responsibility for the newly 
established parish of St. Michael’s 
in the royal village of the Bemba 
speaking peoples of Zambia. The 
three, Fr. Lewis Sauti, OMI, Fr. 
Victor Mwansa, OMI, and Deacon 
Ackim Phiri, OMI, are the fi rst 
Oblates to establish a presence in 

the Archdiocese of Kasama. The 
ceremony of handover was presided 
over by Archbishop Ignatius 
Chama of Kasama and attended by 
several Oblates and Young Oblate 
Missionary Associates (YOMA).

Missionary to Namibia: Fr. Sidney 
Sakala, OMI, ordained in July 
2020, received his First Obedience 
from the Superior General for the 
Province of Namibia. He was 
commissioned and left for Namibia 
on August 6, 2021.

Missionary to Germany: Fr. Cyril 
Keba Muko, OMI, left for Germany, 

on contract, on September 6, 2021. 
He will be there for an initial period 
of one year, which may be extended 
into a long-term commitment.

Missionary to Senegal: Fr. 
Chibamba Mubanga, OMI, also 
ordained in July 2020, received 
his First Obedience for Senegal. 
He was commissioned and left for 
Senegal on September 10, 2021. 

Apart from the 11 communities in 
Zambia, members of the Zambia 
delegation are currently serving 
in South Africa, USA, Mexico, 
Uruguay, Peru, Namibia, Germany 
and Senegal.

ZAMBIA: Four new Oblate priests
By Fr. Raymond M. Mwangala, OMI

Four Oblates were ordained priests on September 
25, 2021 at the Oblate parish of Bl. Theresa 

Ledochowska, Chowa, Kabwe.  The four, Fr. 
Eugene Mule, OMI, Fr. Crescent Mvula, OMI, Fr. 
Conrad Kapeya, OMI, and Fr. Ackim Phiri, OMI, 
were ordained by a fellow Oblate, Bishop Valentine 
Kalumba, OMI, of the Diocese of Livingstone. 

L-R: Fr. Raymond 
Mwangala, OMI - 
Delegation Superior,  Fr. 
Conrad Kapeya,  OMI,  
Fr. Eugene Mule, OMI,  
Fr. Rogers Kabwiri - 
Vicar General,  Kabwe 
Diocese,  Bishop 
Valentine Kalumba, OMI, 
Fr. Crescent Mvula, OMI,  
Fr. Ackim Phiri, OMI. 

Fr. Mule did part of his formation in San Antonio 
at Oblate School of Theology. Fr. Kapeya completed 
his fi rst formation at the International Roman 
Scholasticate (IRS) in Rome, while Frs. Mvula and 
Phiri did their scholasticate at Cedara in South Africa.

Continued on p. 18
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The ceremony was extra special because it was the 
fi rst time that the parish was hosting an ordination 
since its establishment in 2016. The Oblates are 
the fi rst pastors on the parish. The ceremony was 
attended by many Oblates of the delegation of 
Zambia, Missionary Associates of Mary Immaculate 
(MAMI) members, Young Missionary Oblate 
Associates (YOMA), family and friends. 

In his homily, Bishop KALUMBA reminded the 
newly ordained of their vocation to be close to the 
people they serve. As Oblates and as priests, he 
said, it important to give people hope, especially 

during these times characterized by a lot suff ering 
and hopelessness.

At the end of the ordination ceremony, Fr. Raymond 
Mwangala, the Delegation Superior, read out the 
fi rst obedience notifi cation of the newly ordained. 
All four have received their fi rst obedience from 
the Superior General to Zambia. They have since 
been assigned as follows: Fr. Eugene Mule – Sancta 
Maria Mission, Lukulu; Fr. Conrad Kapeya – St. 
Paul’s, Ngwenya, Livingstone; Fr. Cresent Mvula 
– Jack Joyce/Pastoral Ministry, Mongu; Fr. Ackim 
Phiri – St. Michael’s, Chitimukulu, Kasama. 

Zambia, new priests: continued

Illinois honors Friends of Oblates Nature Preserves

Congratulations to Friends of the Oblates 
Nature Preserves for receiving a well-deserved 

“Volunteers of the Year” award from the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources at the State Fair 
in Springfi eld, IL!

Sixteen acres of land at the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Novitiate in Godfrey, Illinois, were offi  cially 
preserved in the Illinois Nature Preserve System in 
1993. The fi rst priority in preserving land is to protect 
biodiversity which is necessary for the continuation 
of life in our common home.

In collaboration with La Vista Ecological Learning 
Center, these faithful volunteers from O’Fallon, 
Waterloo, Edwardsville, Godfrey, and Elsah, Illinois, 
collectively contributed 930 hours in monthly 
workdays. Their eff orts in removing invasive 
species like bush honeysuckle, winter creeper and 
oriental bittersweet contribute to the preservation 
of biodiversity by allowing native species to thrive 
again. In addition, they are helping to preserve an 
ecologically sensitive habitat where threatened and 
endangered species live or pass through during 
migration. (courtesy of JPIC news)

L-R: Bill Rathmann, DNR Director Colleen Callahan, Sister Maxine Pohlman, Robert White, Connie 
Rathmann, Sandy Budde, Bill Zimmerman
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(Editor’s Note: For 14 years Fr. 
Mike O’Hara was a Catholic 
Chaplain at the Metropolitan 
Correctional Center in lower 
Manhattan. Out of town when the 
planes hit the towers of the World 
Trade Center, Fr. O’Hara rushed 
back to Manhattan to be with the 
inmates and his colleagues at the 
correctional center which is located 
just fi ve blocks from the World 
Trade Center. In his own words, 
Fr. O’Hara, remembers 9/11/2001.)

“I was in Syracuse the morning of 
9/11 (my day off  from the prison). 
I was helping my brother who was 
in a primary running for the Mayor 
of Syracuse. I saw both planes hit 
the Twin Towers (on TV) and knew 
after the second one hit that it had 
to be terrorism because a pilot 
would rather crash the plane into 
the Hudson River than the second 
tower where over 30,000 people 
worked. I immediately headed 
down to NYC to be at the prison 
where I knew I would be needed.

“It was not an easy task getting 
there – all the bridges, tunnels, 
subways were closed, so I went over 
the Newburgh-Beacon Bridge and 
took route 9 down toward the city. 
There were numerous roadblocks 
manned by the State Police- I 
showed them my credentials and 
managed to get through them At 
42nd Street. But at the West Side 
Highway there was a roadblock by 
the NYPD – I explained who I was 

and showed him my credentials, 
but the policeman thought I was 
a volunteer and directed me to go 
some place else. I wasn’t going 
to argue with him so once I got 
a block or two away from him I 
turned down a side street and got 
to the prison around 3 the afternoon 
of 9/11.  There was only a skeleton 
staff  at the prison, most couldn’t 
make it in.

“Many of the 900 inmates were 
agitated, anxious, and angry 
because they had family and loved 
ones who worked in the towers 
and they wanted to know if they 
were alive. The other chaplain and 
I went around the cell blocks taking 
names of their loved ones and said 
we would try to see what their 
situation was. When cell phones 
were working we would check on 
their loved ones and eventually let 
the inmates know the situation. 
Because there was a very small staff  
on board, we also helped distribute 
“brown bag lunches” to the inmates.

“As leader of the Institutions Crisis 
Support Team, I and others set up a 
comfort station at the parish across 
the alley from the prison, St. Andrews 
Church. There we set up cots, got 
water bottles, and sandwiches for 
those First Responders who needed 
to get some rest. Also, the perimeter 
of the prison was surrounded by 
correctional  offi  cers, NYPD offi  cers, 
and Marshalls, all armed with 
automatic weapons and full body 
gear. I and others would take water 
to them, ask if they needed anything 
and basically be there for them.”

“We had to stay at the prison and for 
three nights. I and the other chaplain 
slept in our offi  ces. On the fourth 
day an emergency vehicle took us 
back to our living quarters where 
we showered and got a night’s sleep 
and then headed back to the prison. 
On 9/11 there was dust around the 
prison which was a result of the 
collapse of the towers. If I went 
outside the prison my black pants 
would be grey above the ankles. 
All day and night, all you could 
hear was sirens from police cars, 
ambulances, fi re engines and 
helicopters overhead.

There were inmates from 43 
countries at the prison including 
the terrorists who bombed the 
embassies in Nairobi and Dar es 
Salaam. Omar Abdel Rahman, the 
mastermind of the fi rst bombing of 
the Twin Towers in “93 was also 
there as were other terrorists. The 
police had snipers on the roof of 

He was there! Oblate Chaplain remembers 9/11/2001

By Fr. Michael O’Hara, OMI

Continued on p. 20
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the apartment complex opposite the prison as nobody knew really what 
to expect. The inmates wound up being locked in for about a month 
because nobody knew if this was the start of some long term terrorism 
and there was always a staff  shortage. Naturally, being locked in didn’t 
sit well with the inmates and we did a ‘lot of walking and talking’ to 
them to try and keep them informed and calm.”

9/11/2001: continued

Celebrating years of service as 
Oblate Priests and Brothers

(Ed. Note: Due to the Covid 19 pandemic in 2020 there was no formal celebration of Oblates celebrating 
anniversaries of First Vows and/or Ordination to the Priesthood. Therefore the 2021 celebrations in San 
Antonio Tewksbury and Belleville honored both years’ jubilarians.)

San Antonio, September 20 2021, at Immaculate 
Conception Chapel on the campus of Oblate 

School of Theology, with  Fr. Raul Salas presideing 
(with 40 years of priesthood in 2020) and Fr. Frank 
Santucci preaching (with 50 years of vows in 2020).

Tewksbury, October 8, 2021, at Immacualte Heart 
of Mary Chapel, with Fr. John Hanley presiding (50 

years of priesthood in 2020) and Fr. Steve Vasek 
preachng (50 years of priestrhood in 2021).

Belleville October 18 2021 at the National Shrine 
of Our Lady of the Snows:with Fr. James Fee 
presiding (50 years of priesthood in 2021) and Fr. 
Joseph Ferraioli  preaching (50 years of vows in 
2021).

FIRST VOWS:2020

70 YEARS 
Charles Beausoleil 
Lucien Bouchard 

Augustin Coté 
Roger Couture 
Arthur Craig 
Donald Dietz

Thomas O’Brien 
Paul Wightman 

William Woestman

65 YEARS:
Robert Durette

Edward Figueroa
Michael Hussey
Donald Lozier

Richard Philion
William Reinhard

60 YEARS:
Charles Banks
Joseph Hitpas
George Knab

Ronald 
Paul Marx

Robert Mayer
Raymond Prybis

Richard Weixelman

50 YEARS:
Séamus Finn

Thomas Ruhmann
Francis Santucci
Rufus Whitley

40 YEARS:
Bevil Bramwell
Leopoldo Perez

25 YEARS:
Harold Fisher
John Gordon

Andrew Lawlor
Kennedy Sampa 

FIRST VOWS 2021

80 YEARS:
Patrick Healy

70 YEARS:
William Davis

Jose Gago
Valmond H. Leclerc

James Miller

65 YEARS:
John Castro

Wilfred Harvey
Gerard Weber

60 YEARS:
John Collet

Roger Schwietz

50 YEARS:
Richard P. Coté
Joseph Ferraioli

Lon Konold
Michael Lauzé 
Daniel Leblanc 

Henry Lemoncelli
John Madigan
Thomas Ovalle

40 YEARS:
Edgar Garcia
Bryan Silva

25 YEARS:
Daniel Renaud

Jubilarians of 2020 and 2021:
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PRIESTHOOD 2020

70 YEARS:
Patrick Guidon 

65 YEARS:
Lucien Bouchard
Roger Couture
Arthur Craig

Francis Demers
James Foelker

Thomas O’Brien
Luis Valbuena
Paul Wightman

60 YEARS:
Thomas Delaney 
Robert Durette 

Edward Figueroa
Michael Hussey 
Donald Lozier 

50 YEARS:
Ramiro Cortez 

Thomas Coughlin 
John Hanley

Ronald Harrer
Richard McAlear
William Morell

William O’Donnell
William Zapalac

40 YEARS:
William Antone 
Patrick Casey

Raul Salas
Roy Snipes

PRIESTHOOOD 2021

65 YEARS:
Charles Beausoleil

Jose Gago

William Woestman
60 YEARS:

Richard Philion

50 YEARS:
Daniel Crahen

James Fee
William Mason
Ronald Meyer
David Ullrich
Stephen Vasek

40 YEARS:
Richard Kulweic 

Left: Jubilarians at IHM in 
Tewksbury

Left: Jubilarians at OLS 
Shrine in Belleville, with 
Bishop Michael McGovern 

of Belleville.

Right: Jubilarians at OST 
chapel in San Antonio. Also 

see photo on p. 24.
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The RAM’s Corner

For a lad who grew up on a farm 
near the little town of Hoven, 

South Dakota (2019 population: 
366), Fr. Clyde Rausch’s life 
journey has taken him to places he 
probably never imagined as a boy 
when he drove the family tractor and 
did his daily chores. Born in 1940 
when the Oblates were serving in 
the neighboring parish of Onaka, he 
got to know about the Oblates. As 
for so many Oblates who entered in 
the 50’s, Fr. Al Svobodny, vocation 
director, kept in touch with him and 
encouraged him to come to Our 
Lady of the Ozarks College after 
high school. He offi  cially became 
an Oblate with his fi rst profession 
of vows in 1962. After scholasticate 
in Pass Christian, MS, and San 
Antonio, TX, he was ordained a 
priest in 1968. 

Having experienced the snows of 
South Dakota, moving as a newly 
ordained priest to the Oblate mission 
in Sweden was not a major change 
of climate. He was welcomed there 
by Bishop John E. Taylor, OMI, the 
fi rst Catholic bishop of Stockholm 
to be ordained in Sweden since the 
reformation. Previous Catholic 
bishops had been ordained in other 
countries.

His 29 years in that Scandinavian 
country gave him many experiences 
as a missionary and parish priest. 
He served most of those years in 
the Oblate parish in Taby, a suburb 
of Stockholm. For two years, he 
was stationed in Luleå, not far from 
the Arctic Circle. In 1995, he was 
appointed as the fi rst provincial of 
the Oblate Province of Scandinavia 

(including Sweden, Denmark, 
Norway and Greenland). Then, at 
the General Chapter of 1998, he 
was elected to serve for six years 
as General Councillor for all of 
Europe. One of the challenges he 
gave himself was to learn as many 
of the European languages as he 

could since part of his responsibility 
was to visit the Oblates throughout 
that polyglot region. When his term 
ended in 2004, he was asked to stay 
in Rome and serve as the House 
Treasurer at the Oblate General 
House. True to his upbringing in 
the plains of South Dakota, he 
relaxed by tending to the grounds 
and was often seen on the little 
tractor-mower. 

But it was while he was in Luleå 
that he learned the art of writing 
icons from a Dutch Orthodox priest. 
He has continued to do that ever 
since, both while in Rome and 
now as Pastoral Assistant of the 
Oblate Renewal Center in San 
Antonio. In his art studio there, 
he has become a teacher as well, 
coaching others in the ancient art 
where the artist “prays an icon” into 
existence. Students at Oblate School 
of Theology receive academic credit 
by following his course.
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Besides being an iconographer, Fr. Clyde is also a 
carpenter. When the new residence for the Oblate 
seminarians was being planned, he was asked to 
design and build the principal pieces of furniture for 
the new chapel: altar, ambo, presider’s chair, candle 
holders, and small tables. The furnishings are simple 
and respectful of the Church’s sacraments that are 
celebrated upon them.

His most recent “commission” was for the newly 
renovated Oblate Novitiate in Godfrey, IL, where 
early in October he installed a fi ve-piece icon group 
that focuses on the Oblate origins and mission in 
the world. From right to left in the photo (above) of 
this group, we see a representation of Fr. Fernand 
Jetté, OMI, Superior General from 1974-1980, great 
writer and teacher about the Oblate charism; the 
“Oblate Madonna,” a representation of the statue of 

Mary Immaculate, the 
Mother of all Oblates, 
found in the chapel at 
the General House in 
Rome; Christ, the focus 
and center of all of our 
Oblate preaching and 
mission to the world; St. 
Eugene de Mazenod, 
perched above parts 
of the world where 
he personally sent his 
missionaries; and the 
“fi sh mongers’ wife,” 
representing the poor 
people St. Eugene 
served and often visited 
as Bishop of Marseille.
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Thanks to those who provided 
photos: Will Shaw; Bro. Brandon 
Ontiveros Garcia, OMI; Fr. 
Louis Studer, OMI; Fr. Raymond 
Mwangala, OMI; Fr. Shanil 
Jayawardena, OMI; Bro. Solomon 
Gaja, OMI; Fr. Victor Patricio, 
OMI; Fr. Art Flores, OMI, Luis 
Ramirez; Fr. David Muñoz, OMI; 
Rowena Gono.

Cover  Icon by Fr. Clyde Rausch, 
OMI.

the icon is painted with a natural 
red clay that is fi nely ground. The 
Clay represents Adam or mankind.  
Once the Clay has dried it is sanded 
and burnished to a  mirror like 
gloss.  At that point pure gold is 
applied by warming the Clay by 
breathing on it and then applying 
the gold. Gold represents God and 
The Divine Light and the breath, 
the Holy Spirit.  The act of the 
Iconographers blowing on the clay 
reminds us of the act of creation 
and the breath of life.

In the case of this icon of St. 
Eugene, his arms are crossed, 
symbolizing complete submission 
and humility before God.  In one 
hand he is holding the Oblate cross 
and in the other hand is a scroll 
on which are the words, “He has 
sent me to bring good news to the 
poor”.  St. Eugene is wearing a blue 
outer garment which implies that 
he is clothed in the divine presence.  
His green inner garment and cloth 
holding the cross around his neck 
symbolizes new life, beginnings 

DeMazenod icon: continued

and hope.  The gold background is 
the eternal uncreated light of God 
and His heavenly kingdom.   St. 
Eugene is looking at the viewer, 
calling us to join him in his mission 
and blessing us at the same time.  

It is only after praying with the icon 
many times that I became aware that 
the cross around St. Eugene’s neck has 
eight arms.  I wonder if in his wisdom 
he was already blessing the eight arms 
of the Mazenodian Family."

Fr. Patrick Guidon, OMI, 
celebrated 70 years of priesthood 

in 2020
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