
Mission continues 
in Tijuana

By Fr. Bill Antone, OMI

Excerpt from Fr. Charlie Burns 
type-written diary in 1971: July 

8, 1971. Departure from Sacred 
Heart Church, Brawley, CA. 
Assembled to load a 5-ton car rental 
truck (El Centro) were: Pat 
Thompson, C. Burns, Bro. Dick Hill 
and on hand to load…Dan Connors 
(replacing Fr. Scales) Frs. Lopez 
and Jim Hofto, and Fr. Whelan 
(Niland). Among “other” things 
truck contained, 3 beds, mattresses, 
springs, refrigerator, washing 
machine, stove, tables, chairs (5 
upholstered; 8 folding), blackboards, 
lumber, deep freeze, building 
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Before the June Provincial Council meeting  and 

the Joint Session of Canada and U.S. Provincial 
Councils with the General Administration later in June, 
I was able to visit Oblates in Tewksbury, MA, and also 
visit the new Oblate parish in Georgetown, MA, and 
its mission parish where we began ministry in July.

Unfortunately, I was not able to be present for the 100th 
birthday celebration of Fr. Pat Healy, OMI. Fr. Pat still 
ministers at the Old Soldier's Home despite poor eyesight. 
Fr. Jim Brobst represented the province to honor Fr. 
Pat. I heard it was a grand celebration which Fr. Pat 
enjoyed very much!

Fr. John Hanley, Superior of the Immaculate Heart 
of Mary Residence, drove Fr. Brobst and me to the 
parish in Georgetown and its mission in Rawley, MA, 
where Fr. Mike O'Hara, OMI, and Fr. Harry Winter, 
OMI, began ministering in July. Fr. Vincent Gianni, 
the current Administrator, welcomed us and gave us a 
tour of the church and rectory. At 78 years young, Fr. 
Gianni is delighted that the Oblates are arriving to take 
over this ministry.

I was able to also spend some time at St. William's 
Oblate Parish in Tewksbury where Fr. Quilin Bouzi, 
OMI, is Pastor. I concelebrated Mass and met some 
of the parishioners who expressed over and over their 
thanks for the ministry of Fr. Quilin and also of Oblates 
Bill O'Donnell, John Hogan and George Roy for their 
ministry there. This was once the largest parish in the 
archdiocese of Boston and continues to provide a host 
of programs and activities, including outreach to the 

A visit to Tewksbury

Parish Administrator Fr. Vincent Gianni gives a 
tour  of Georgetown parish to Frs. Brobst and 

Hanley.

Continued on p. 2
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equipment, cabinets, drawers, night 
stands, plates, pots, pans,…plus 
multi-varia…

Thus began the first day of Oblate 
presence 50 years ago in the city 
of Mexicali, capital of the state of 
Baja California, Mexico, just south 
of the Imperial Valley, California, 
where the Oblates from Texas had 
served since the 1940’s in Brawley, 
Niland, Calipatria and Westmorland. 
Those from the former Western 
Province will recognize the names 
of the Oblates mentioned in Fr. 
Charlie’s diary.

Pat Thompson (+2017) and Charles 
Burns (+1990) moved into the small 

parish house attached to Santa 
Teresita in Colonia Carvajal. They 
were lucky to get a fan to work. 
Frs. Pat and Charlie were given 
the pastoral responsibility of 
numerous communities in the very 
large southern neighborhoods and 
rural communities of the Mexicali 

municipality. Fr. Charlie, a native 
of San Antonio, Texas, was already 
65 years old, former (and first) 
provincial of the Western U.S. 
Province, known for his cordiality. 
He is remembered for often 
exclaiming “Dios es muy grande”. 
Fr. Pat, a young priest of 38 years, 
originally from Owensboro, 
Kentucky, had just finished 10 years 
as athletic director and teacher at 
Lasuen High School in San Pedro, 
California.  Two provincials, Frs. 
Richard Hanley and Ron Carignan, 
gave their support and approval of 
the new mission. 

The missionary presence of the 
Oblates in Baja California has 
consisted in living out of apostolic 

poor. The Oblates founded this parish in 1938 and we 
have served there since. We are blessed with several 
vocations from there also.

Typically, when I visit one of our healthcare facilities, 
I continue to learn more and more about the ministry 
that our senior Oblates do for one another, living 
together in community. I see them assisting one 
another while walking the property, praying the rosary 
together, bringing food to one who is frailer at table, 
listening to each other’s' pain, loneliness, anxiety, 
past missionary endeavors and activities. The care, 
thoughtfulness and compassion these missionaries 
show one another is always edifying. 

I was invited to preside and preach at the community 
Mass my final day there and thanked them for the Oblate 
missionary spirit of charity and generosity they show 
each other daily. Their dedication and perseverance 
in their Oblate vocation is quite remarkable and 
exemplary.

-Louis Studer, OMI.

Oblates Paul Daly, George Roy and Charles Hurkes 
pause to pose.

St. William pastor Fr. Quilin Bouzi introduces 
parishioners to the OMI provincial.

l-r: Frs. Charles Burns and Pat 
Thompson

Tewksbury cont.

Baja California cont.
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community, while maintaining a 
closeness to God’s people, building 
community from the ground up, 
developing infrastructure, providing 
the sacraments, empowering of the 
laity, catechetical programs, mission 
with youth, vocation ministry, 
hospitality toward immigrants and 
work for justice. The Oblates have 
consistently collaborated with the 
local bishops in preparing 
communities to be pastored in time 
by the local clergy.  Here follows 
an abbreviated timeline of the last 
fifty years: 
•	 1971 to 1993: From the original 

parish of Santa Teresita 
entrusted to the Oblates, three 
parishes are formed and “handed 
over” to the diocese of Mexicali: 
San Juan Bosco, Medalla 
Milagrosa and Santa Cruz.

•	 1984: The Oblates establish a 
presence 150 miles south of 
Mexicali in a rural, agricultural 
area named the Valle de 
Trinidad. Several churches are 
built in this depressed area, and 
the Oblates also work with two 
indigenous groups in the same 
area.

•	 1990: A prenovitiatehouse of 
formation is established in 
Tijuana, a large border city 
about 100 miles to the west of 
Mexicali.

•	 1993: The Oblates leave the 
original Mexicali parish, Santa 
Teresita, and a new parish is 
formed out of what remains. It 
is a large parish with 11 mission 
stations named Sagrada Familia. 

•	 1996: San Eugenio Parish in 
Colonia La Morita in Tijuana 
is established.

•	 2004: The Oblates “hand over” 
the responsibility of Sagrada 

Familia parish to the diocese of 
Mexicali and take leave of the 
diocese.

•	 1996 to 2020: San Eugenio Parish 
in Tijuana is developed and 
expands.

•	 2020: Part of San Eugenio parish 
is relinquished and a new parish, 
Maria Inmaculada, is formed out 
of what remains. A new Oblate 
residence is established.

Current members of the U.S. Province 
who did at least a part, if not all, of 
their prenovitiatein Tijuana are 
Oblates: Salvador González, 
Francisco Gómez, Porfirio García, 
Fernando Velázquez, Antonio Ponce, 
Juan Ayala, Feliciano López-Ortiz, 
Víctor Manuel Patricio, Eleazar 
Manuel-López , Brandon Ontiveros 
and Novice Floriberto González. An 
Oblate from the Province of Mexico, 
Manuel Ruvalcaba, also did his 
prenovitiate in Tijuana.

We are grateful to God for the 
thousands of good people we have 
been blessed to serve over the past 
50 years. Their faith and the generosity 
of hundreds of benefactors and the 
support of other Oblates makes for 
an exciting story. The Oblates who 
have spent time in Baja California, 
even if only for a few weeks, have 
consistently been grateful for the 
e x p e r i e n c e , 
learning more in 
many instances by 
the example of 
faith of those good 
people we have 
been fortunate to 
serve.  

Oblates currently serving in 
Tijauna: (top down) Jesse 
Esqueda, Marek Stroba, Lucio 
Castillo, Bill Antone, Peter 
Vasquez, Eleazar Manuel-
Lopez.

Just one of many similar homes of parishioners at the parish.
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Oblate Central Government 
meets with U.S. and Canada Oblate 

leadership
By Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, U.S. Provincial

Forty-three of us – Oblates on 
Provincial Councils and lay 

leaders – from the four provinces 
of Canada and the U.S. along with 
the General Administration – met 
virtually for five days, from Monday, 
June 21st through Friday, June 25th.

Michelle Miller and Oblate Remi 
Le Page, our Facilitators, were 
invaluable in organizing us and 
keeping us on task. 

All sessions were in both French 
and English, thanks to the excellent 
translation skills of Dan LeBlanc.

Remi and Michelle had met with 
CROCUS several times before 
the meeting to work out goals and 
objectives for the virtual meeting.

The goals of our meeting were 
these:
1.	 to reflect and renew our future 

mission in the Canada/U.S. 
region;

2.	 to move towards greater 
collaboration within the 

Canada/U.S. region;
3.	 to promote a spirit of belonging 

within the Canada/U.S. region.

Before the beginning of the meeting, 
all Oblates of the region were invited 
to express their hopes, dreams, 
fears about restructuring. We were 
reminded that a lot of restructuring 
has been happening for several years 
in the region. Such restructuring has 
been occurring in terms of exchange 
of personnel, especially to enhance 
various ministry needs of the four 
provinces. First formation has been 
“regionalized” for the past couple 
years. Vocation efforts are gradually 
becoming more and more a regional 
reality.

Because much of our meeting 
was devoted to administrative 
restructuring, the previous sharing 
of our hopes, dreams, fears about 
this topic was helpful to assess 
where Canada-U.S. leadership is 
at with this topic.

Our goal of “renewing our future 

mission in the region” underlines the 
importance – even the necessity – of 
our further collaborating to share 
personnel, resources, ministry sites, 
to enhance our presence and ministry 
to better serve God’s people.

As Father General told us, “this 
is a week of intense listening to 
the Spirit.”

Listen to the Spirit, we did, as 
Fr. Ken Thorson, Provincial of 
Lacombe Province in Canada, spoke 
to us about the media attention 
regarding the residential schools 
of Indigenous Peoples formerly 
administered by the Oblates. 
Two hundred and fifteen bodies 
were discovered buried near the 
Kamloops School where it was 
believed there were 51 bodies.

We administered this school from 
1890 until 1969. Many of the public 
have expressed anger about this 
situation and our records are being 
prepared to be publicly shared. 
As our week together continued, 
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more graves at another school 
administered by the Oblates were 
discovered.

Media attention will continue. It is 
a difficult time for the Indigenous 
Peoples, for the Oblates and for all 
the people of Canada.

Ken explained to us that these 
residential schools should never 
have existed. Period. He finished his 
remarks by quoting the 1991 apology 
of the Oblates to the Indigenous 
Peoples. The apology included the 
remark that these schools assumed 
that customs, traditions, languages 
of those who administered these 
schools was superior to that of the 
Native Peoples. That was wrong. 
“We apologize for the very fact that 
these schools even existed,” he said.

Before our Joint Session, Fr. Jim 
Brobst, organized “virtual visits” 
with members of the General 
Administration. Several of the 
General Administration members 
commented on how they were 
impressed with how Oblates reached 
out in creative and innovative ways 
during the pandemic. 

Fr. Warren Brown, General Councillor 
for the Canada-US Region, mentioned 

to us that it is the preference of the 
General Administration for the Oblates 
in our region to initiate this process 
of restructuring but also reminded us, 
that they, the General Administration, 
will be ready and willing to assist 
us in this process. Various models of 
restructuring are possible: province 
to delegation, mission to province, 
two or three provinces, etc.

Frs. David Kalert and Eugene 
King joined us to listen to each 
of the province ministry reports in 
order to familiarize themselves with 
the primary important ministries 
of each province. The province 
reports were very helpful in terms of 
understanding the “lived reality” of 
each province, how each province 
practically lives out our charism 
in community and ministry. David 
and Gene shared with us their 
experiences with restructuring 
provinces and delegations in the 
congregation in the past. Both 
were helpful, especially in terms of 
cautioning us about some important 
“do’s” and “don’ts” in this process 
of administrative restructuring.

Gene King was especially helpful in 
suggesting that we, as a region, must 
look closely at a theology of dying. 
We cannot fully embrace resurrection 

or new life until we intimately face, 
accept, that dying precedes new life. 
Dying to what has been is part and 
parcel of all new life.

David Kalert reminded us about 
our values, priorities, as Oblates 
and how we minister: our closeness 
to those we serve, our care for 
the environment, our history of 
openness to face an uncertain future. 
He said that our Constitutions 
remind us that, with the guidance 
of the Spirit, Oblates are to be open 
to the future, its possibilities, and 
remain hopeful. David addressed 
the topic of differing ecclesiologies 
in the region. This continues to be 
a challenging issue. He told us to 
clearly identify those differences, 
face them openly and honestly, and 
not let them prevent us from moving 
forward in our restructuring and 
ministering together as a region.

David offered some helpful, 
practical considerations in the 
process of restructuring. We 
restructure primarily for the sake 
of a better missionary presence 
among the poor.  Legal issues, 
finances, personnel, decisions about 
ministries, and a host of other issues 
must also be addressed. “There can 

Provincial Superiors, l-r: Alfred Grzempa (Assumption); Louis Studer (USA); 
Luc Tardif (Notre-Dame-du-Cap); Ken Thorson (OMI Lacombe)

Continued on p.7
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Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
The Central Government 2016-2022

Our Oblate Founder and 
Father, Saint Eugene de 

Mazenod, OMI
1789-1861. Canonized on 

December 3, 1995

Top to bottom, L-R: Frs. Louis Lougen, OMI, Superior 
General; Paolo Archiati, Vicar General; Cornelius Ngoka 
and Ramon Bernabe, Assistants General; General 
Councilors - Antoni Bochm (Europe); Peter Stoll (Asia 
Oceania); Warren Brown (Canada-USA and temporarily, 
Latin America); Guillaume Mutunda (Africa-Madagascar); 
Marek Jazgier, Secretary General; Marc Dessurault, 
Treasurer General.
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never be too much communication 
among our members about these 
matters”, David said.

We looked at Oblate personnel 
statistics and projections for 
the coming 10, 20, 30 years. To 
continue to support four province 
units, even for 5 more years, seems 
untenable and, frankly, a bad use of 
personnel. Yet, as a group, we are 
still very hesitant about deciding 
how to move forward.

On Friday, our final day together, 
Warren shared with us how four 
provinces restructured in 2016: 
Argentina, Chile, Uruguay, 
Paraguay to become the Cruz 
del Sur Province. They have one 
Provincial with four sectors. The 
Provincial is in Argentina. Each 
sector also has a Vicar Provincial. 
There has been some exchange of 
personnel and the first formation 
houses are in different sectors. This 
seems to be working well.

We were then invited to creatively 
attempt, in smaller groups, to 
come up with a possible plan 
for restructuring. After some 
questioning, Fr. General stated 
that, while the Central Government 
saw the need for a plan, it had not 
formulated one and he emphatically 
stated that they do not work that 
way. He reminded us that the 2016 
Chapter mandated that restructuring 
happen in the congregation and in 
the Canada/U.S. Region.

Warren Brown identified many ways 
in which we have been collaborating 
over many years, even in some new 
ways since the 2016 Chapter.

On behalf of the Central Government, 

Warren then told us, and I quote, 
“In light of the real numbers of 
rapidly declining membership and 
knowing the advantage of organizing 
sooner rather than later and heeding 
the concern of the 2016 General 
Chapter, we call you to decide now 
to begin to restructure the units of 
your region, to meet the present and 
future needs of our Oblate mission 
to the poor. Twenty years ago, the 
provinces of Canada worked together 
to restructure the region, and all the 
provinces worked together at that 
time for the betterment of our Oblate 
Mission and, though it was not 
easy, you have accomplished much 
in these two decades. Five years 
earlier that this, the US Provinces 
came together to form a common 
US Province in 1999.  You stand 
on these accomplishments. Let us 
continue in this journey. 

As you make this positive and 
life-filled decision to restructure, 
we support your decision to 
establish a commission to begin 
the particular preparations for this 
restructuring.   It will be necessary 
for the commission as it begins 
its work to agree on a roadmap 
or timetable on the way forward 
with timelines, taking into account 
the proximity of the Chapter and 
leadership transitions.  In particular, 
we remind you of the urgency of a 
decision regarding Notre Dame 
du Cap province’s leadership.   
First and foremost, we ask you 
as major superiors to develop a 
common mission statement for 
the Oblate mission in the region 
and to decide what you can agree 
to do in common. As has been 
suggested in this session, expert 
consultants could be used especially 
experts in cultural anthropology 

and business management as you 
review your present and future 
Oblate mission. Secondly, we ask 
that this commission make plans 
on how a restructuring in the 
region can have common legal 
and financial structures, sharing 
among yourselves your respective 
legal and financial liabilities as well 
as your resources. The Treasurers 
committee could provide resources 
and support for this research and 
development.  Thirdly, we ask that 
this commission propose possible 
models for the restructuring of the 
units in the region, first for the union 
of the provinces of Canada, and 
then how this can also include the 
province of the United States.” 

In groups, we were then invited to 
creatively attempt to come up with 
a possible plan for restructuring. 
Fr. General assured us, after some 
questioning, whether the Central 
Government had already come up 
with a plan. He assured us that the 
Central Government saw the need 
for a plan, but said emphatically 
that they don’t work that way. He 
reminded us that the 2016 Chapter 
delegates mandated that restructuring 
happen in the congregation and in 
the Canada/U.S. region.

We were then invited to creatively 
attempt, in smaller groups, to 
come up with a possible plan 
for restructuring. After some 
questioning, Fr. General stated 
that, while the Central Government 
saw the need for a plan, it had not 
formulated one and he emphatically 
stated that they do not work that 
way. He reminded us that the 2016 
Chapter mandated that restructuring 
happen in the congregation and in 
the Canada/U.S. Region.
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Celebrating the Year of St. Joseph at his Shrine in Lowell
Text by Fr. Eugene Tremblay, OMI, Photos by John Gelinas

This being the “Year of St. Joseph” celebrated 
throughout the universal Church, the Oblate Shrine 

of St. Joseph the Worker in Lowell, MA, is carrying-
out a series of commemorations in his honor.

Fr. Michael Amesse, OMI, the Shrine’s new Director, 
has taken the lead in creatively planning these year-
long festivities. On Saturday, May 1, the Feast of St. 
Joseph the Worker, the Shrine celebrated our Patron 
in a special way. 

The Cardinal Archbishop of Boston, Seán O’Malley, 
OFM. Cap, accepted Fr. Mike’s invitation to join our 
festivities by presiding at our Vigil Mass. He blessed 
our pilgrim statue of St. Joseph which was then carried 

in a mini procession into the Shrine (it will also feature 
prominently in several more processions through the 
city streets in the coming months). His Eminence also 
led the congregation in the Consecration to St. Joseph 
at the conclusion of the Mass. 

In preparation for the Consecration, a Triduum had been 
preached by Fr. Ron Meyer, OMI, expounding on the 
virtues of St. Joseph as a laborer – participants having 
been encouraged to bring the “tools of their trades” to 
each evening’s service for a blessing of themselves and 
the implements of their employment. 

A previous Triduum leading up to the March 19 Feast 
of St. Joseph was preached by Fr. John Hanley, OMI, 
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centering on the joys and sorrows 
of St. Joseph.

Representatives of the city’s First 
Responders had an active role in 
our Mayday celebration - embodying 
Joseph-like roles as guardians and 
protectors. Leaders of the Lowell Fire 
Department and Police Department 
carried the pilgrim statue of St. Joseph 
and were given a special blessing 
by the Cardinal in the course of the 
Liturgy. 

Our celebration drew some 175 
congregants who gathered in the 
Shrine (the max allowed in our 500 
seat capacity venue) as per Covid 
protocols.

The celebration of the worldwide 
Josephite sesquicentennial is 
enhanced at the Shrine of St. Joseph 
the Worker because of singular 
objects of devotion located here: 
one is a unique stained-glass 
window depicting St. Joseph 
as the Patron of the Universal 
Church. The window, dedicated in 

1964 to St. Joseph as the Patron of 
the Universal Church, presaged the 
more ecumenical times in which we 
now live. Depicted in the window is 
St. Joseph casting beams of paternal 
affection and protection toward St. 
Peter’s Basilica in Rome, toward 
St. Joseph the Worker Shrine in 
Lowell, as well as toward nearby 
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church and 
a representative Protestant church, 
thereby encompassing the larger 

Cardinal O’Malley with Oblates (l-r) Quilin Bouzi, Terry O’Connell and 
Mike Amesse as well as some servers.

Christian community of Lowell.

A second venerable object of 
devotion is St. Joseph’s is life-size 
statue – an image that originally 
graced the sanctuary in the former 
parish church of St. Joseph built by 
Oblate Father André Garin in the 
1860’s – it has been completely 
restored and is now fittingly 
installed in a guardian position as 
one enters the reconfigured Shrine 
of today.

The newly blessed pilgrim statue of 
St. Joseph will add to the Shrine’s 
array of devotional images of our 
Patron – it will be incorporated in 

future commemorations and will 
be installed in a permanent place 
of honor in our Conference Hall.

Streamers emblazoned with the 
invocations from the Litany of 
St. Joseph now grace the pillars 
of the Shrine and will be mounted 
on stanchions to accompany our 
pilgrim statue during up-coming 
processions in the city streets – 
planned for June and August.

First responders carry the statue of St. Joseph in procession.
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By Will Shaw with thanks to Jim McLaughlin for photos and 
background

(Editor’s Note: The U.S. Province now has two centenarians, Fr. Patrick 
Healy and Fr. Clarence Zachman who celebrated his 100th birthday 
last November 2 in Belleville, IL. When listed in the entire Oblate 
Congregation, Fr. Clarence is the fourth oldest and Fr. Pat is the sixth 
in line. The “Dean of the Congregation” is 101-year-old Fr. Robert 
Lechat, a member of the Notre-Dame-du-Cap Province in Canada. There 
will be no more 100th birthday parties in the Oblate world until 2024!)

On May 30, 2021, friends and 
family gathered for Mass at St. 

Michael’s Chapel at the Soldiers’ 
Home in Chelsea, MA, and also to 
witness a once-in-a-century event, 
the 100th birthday celebration of 
Fr. Patrick Healy, OMI.  If that 
weren’t enough, the anniversary of 
Fr. Patrick’s birth comes just one 
day before the 74th anniversary of 
his ordination to the priesthood so 
this was an extra-special occasion.

Fr. Patrick Healy, OMI was born on 
June 1, 1921, and was the second 
youngest of eight children born to 
Patrick and Catherine Healy, Irish 
immigrants who raised their family 
in Charlestown, MA.
 
Called to serve God, he entered 
Oblate formation and was still in 
the seminary during World War II 
when he felt another call, a call to 
serve his country. He considered 
taking a leave to join the military 
but was encouraged by his formators 

to wait for ordination, then become 
a military chaplain. By the time he 
was ordained on June 2, 1947, the 
war had ended, so Fr. Healy pursued 
his priestly vocation in different 
assignments, including seven years 
as a missionary in Japan.
 
Upon returning to the U.S. in the 
mid-1960s, Fr. Healy miraculously 
survived a mid-air collision between 
the airplane he was traveling on and 
another airliner in the skies over New 
York State. After recovering from 
injuries sustained in the crash, Fr. 
Healy decided to pursue his long-
delayed dream of becoming a military 
chaplain and he joined the U.S. Army.

Jim McLaughlin of Derry, NH, a 
nephew of Fr. Healy said, “Serving 
his country is something he always 
wanted to do.” Mr. McLaughlin 
went on to say that when he thinks 
of his uncle, three things come to 
mind: “God, country and family.” 
Fr. Healy spent 23 years as a U.S. 

Army Chaplain which included two 
tours of duty in Vietnam.
 
Some years after retiring from the 
Army, it was time for Fr. Healy to 
retire from active ministry as well. 
Nevertheless, in 2003 when he heard 
that the Soldier’s Home in Chelsea, 
MA needed a temporary chaplain 
he naturally stepped forward, and 
now some 20 years later, he’s 
still doing his “temporary” duty. 
That’s exactly where he was on that 
Sunday morning, celebrating the 10 
AM Mass at St. Michael’s Chapel 
at the Soldier’s Home. 

And by the way, just in case anyone 
had any misconceptions about 
Sunday’s Mass, according to Mr. 
McLaughlin, “Fr Pat insisted that 
the focus of the Mass and day was 
Memorial Day to honor and pray 
for those that died serving their 
country. The fact that one of the 
staff had a milestone birthday was 
only coincidental. Fr. Pat wanted 
nothing to detract from the honor 
due those to be remembered on 
Memorial Day.”
 
The celebration of Fr. Patrick’s 100 
years of life, and 74 years as an 

sssssssss

A much younger Fr. Pat.

Fr. Patrick Healy, OMI: 
Centenarian!
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ordained Oblate priest was joyous: 
there were friends and family, a 
cake and the reading of numerous 
letters of recognition overseen by 
Master of Ceremonies, former state 
representative Gene O’Flaherty.

Priest, missionary, Army Chaplain, 
author of two books, “Vietnam 
Vignettes” and “Finger of God,” Fr. 
Healy has led a remarkable life, well 
lived. A servant of his country, his 
fellow human beings, and his God.

Fr. Harry Winter, OMI, further 
reported on the party held at Fr. 
Pat’s residence in Tewksbury.

Over 50 Oblates and staff from 
the Tewksbury-Lowell, MA, area 
filled the Function Room on June 
3 at the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Residence, Tewksbury, to celebrate 
Fr. Pat Healy’s 100th Birthday and 
74th Anniversary of Ordination.  

Fr. John Hanley, OMI, local 
superior, began the program, 
reading a letter of congratulations 
from our Superior General, Fr. Louis 
Lougen, OMI.  He told Father Pat 

he offered Mass for him and his family in the chapel of the General 
House where a portion of our Founder’s heart is preserved.

Fr. Jim Brobst, OMI, Vicar Provincial, then brought provincial Fr. Louis 
Studer’s best regards.  Father Pat responded by relating how Bishop 
Arsene Turquetil, OMI, buried in the center of the Oblate cemetery at 
IHM, had ordained him to the priesthood. He mentioned also that four 
Oblate military chaplains are buried there as well: Frs. Bill FitzGerald, 
Dan Kennedy, Al Ponsiglione and Tom Craven, four Oblate military 
chaplains buried there. 
Photos below: Bro. Gus Coté looks on as the IHM staff present Fr. Pat 

with one of his birthday cakes.

Family gathered around Fr. Pat to help him celebrate his 100th 
birthday.
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The Oblates of  Canada and the Indian Residential Schools

(Ed. Note) For many weeks now, the media have reported that the bodies of hundreds of individuals, 
mostly children, have been found in unmarked graves near Indian Residential Schools in Canada. The 
Oblates of Mary Immaculate administered many of these schools which were the product of the Canadian 
government’s program of incorporating the First Nations people into Canadian society, primarily by 
forcing them to learn and live a new culture. 

In June 2021, Fr. Ken Thorson, OMI, provincial superior of the Oblate Lacombe Province in Canada, 
published a Question & Answer bulletin related to these schools. Shortly thereafter, he and Fr. Luc Tardif, 
OMI, provincial superior of the Notre-Dame-du-Cap Province issued a joint statement to reiterate the 
commitment of the Oblates to a process of inquiry and reconciliation with the First Nations concerning 
the schools and the persons whose bodies have been discovered in unmarked graves.

We wish our OMI USA readers to be aware of this background when they see news items regarding this 
sad situation.

First of all, by way of background, Fr. Ken wrote:

Did the Oblates run Indian Residential Schools 
in Canada?

Yes, due to the long history of Oblate presence 
with Indigenous peoples in Canada since their very 
arrival, the congregation opened and administered 
Indian Residential Schools across Canada. There were 
four churches in Canada that historically accepted 
government invitations to open and administer Indian 
Residential Schools: Catholic, Anglican, United 
(Methodist) and Presbyterian churches. Roman 
Catholics established over 70 of these 130 schools, 
and Oblates ran the majority of these schools.

Have the Oblates apologized for their role in 
developing and maintaining the Indian Residential 
School system in Canada?

Yes, the 1,200 Oblates ministering in Canada were 
among the first faith communities to formally extend an 
apology, in 1991. Their apology reads, in part: “…we 
wish to apologize for the part we played in the setting 
up and the maintaining of those schools. We apologize 
for the existence of the schools themselves, recognizing 
that the biggest abuse was not what happened in the 
schools, but that the schools themselves happened . 
. . that the primal bond inherent within families was 
violated as a matter of policy, that children were usurped 
from their natural communities, and that, implicitly and 

explicitly, these schools operated out of the premise 
that European languages, traditions, and religious 
practices were superior to native languages, traditions, 
and religious practices. The residential schools were 
an attempt to assimilate aboriginal peoples and we 
played an important role in the unfolding of this design. 
For this we sincerely apologize.”

Furthermore, the NCTR (National Centre for Truth and 
Reconciliation) has announced the Oblates’ commitment 
to work together with the NCTR regarding all OMI 
files related to the residential schools. The NCTR is 
the central national repository of all residential school 
archives, and it is indigenous led. The novelty in this 
release lies in our commitment to provide the personnel 
files of members who worked in schools. The NCTR 
will act as a third party, determining the relevance of 
the materials contained in files to residential schools 
(and mindful of privacy expectations/legislation).  

I join the Canadian Bishops and the whole Catholic 
Church in Canada in expressing my closeness to the 
Canadian people, who have been traumatized by this 
shocking news. This sad discovery further heightens 
awareness of the pain and sufferings of the past. 
May the political and religious authorities in Canada 
continue to work together with determination to 
shed light on this sad event and humbly commit 
themselves to a path of healing and reconciliation. 
(Pope Francis, June 6, 2021)
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Joint Statement of Commitment of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
(OMI Lacombe Canada and Notre‐Dame‐du‐Cap)

on Documentation Transparency Regarding Residential Schools
June 24, 2021

We are two Catholic religious communities of the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate (commonly 
known as the Oblates) and were involved in operating 
many of the residential schools throughout Canada. The 
Oblates operated 48 schools, including the Marieval 
Indian Residential School and the Kamloops Indian 
Residential School. We remain deeply sorry for our 
involvement in residential schools and the harms they 
brought to Indigenous peoples and communities.

We want to reiterate our commitment and intent to 
disclose all historical documents maintained by us and 
in our possession, in accordance with all legislation, 
about our involvement.

With today’s disclosure of the 751 unmarked graves 
at the former Marieval Indian Residential School 
on the lands of the Cowessess First Nation, and the 
recent disclosure of the remains of 215 children at 
the former Kamloops Indian Residential School on 
the lands of Tk’emlúps te Secwépemc, we offer this 
formal commitment statement.

Consistent with the Oblate Apology, given in 1991, 
our two Oblate religious communities (OMI Lacombe 
Canada and Notre‐Dame‐du‐Cap) have worked to 
make our historical documents available through 
partnerships with universities, archives and the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission. While some progress 
has been made, this disclosure is not complete, and 
has been complicated by issues of provincial and 
national privacy laws.

We are not experts in the management and analysis 
of these historical documents or the complex privacy 
laws which apply. However, we must address these 
issues, as without a full review of the existing historical 
documentation from our order’s involvement, 
the truth of residential schools will not be fully 
known. Recognising that we are not the appropriate 
organisations to determine which documents can be 
released within the law, we are seeking guidance 
and instruction from expert organisations. And we 

further acknowledge that delays can cause ongoing 
distrust, distress, and trauma to Indigenous peoples 
across British Columbia, Saskatchewan, and the rest 
of the country.

For this reason, we declare that our commitment to 
transparency involves the following:
•	 We will disclose and not block access to the 

historical documents maintained by us and in 
our possession, as is possible within the law, to 
establish the truth of what happened in residential 
schools;

•	 We will seek guidance from and work with First 
Nations and federal and provincial governments 
on these matters;

•	 We will work with bishops and other leaders in 
the Catholic church to support full truth in these 
matters.

Fr. Ken Thorson, OMI
Provincial – OMI Lacombe Canada

Père Luc Tardif, OMI
Provincial – Notre‐Dame‐du‐Cap
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Chapter Delegates elected
The Oblates of the United 
States Province have 
elected their delegates to 
the 37th General Chapter of 
the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate, to begin 
on September 14, 2022, the 
Feast of the Exaltation of 
Holy Cross, at the “Centro 
Ad Gentes” property of the 
Society of the Divine Word 
(SVD) located at Nemi, about 
23 miles from Rome and very 
close to Castel Gandolfo, a 
papal summer residence.

Oblate Constitution 125 
states: “The General Chapter 
is the highest authority within 
the Congregation. It meets 
regularly to strengthen the 
bonds of unity and to express 
the members’ participation 
in the life and mission of the 
Congregation.”

The number of delegates 
of an Oblate province at a 
General Chapter is based on 
the number of Oblates, one 
delegate per 80 members 

at the time of the official 
convocation of the event.

The provincial Superior of the 
province will be at the chapter 
“ex officio.” The current 
provincial, Fr. Louis Studer, 
OMI, will be joined by elected 
delegates Frs. Raymond Cook 
and José Antonio Ponce. In the 
case that either delegate could 
not attend, their alternates 
would be Frs. James Brobst 
or Arturo Flores. From both 
sides of our northern border, 
Oblates have elected Brother 
Harley Mapes, OMI, of the OMI 
Lacombe Province, to serve 
as the representative of Oblate 
Brothers for the Canada-US 
Region.

One of the more important 
items of business at the 2022 
Chapter will be the election 
of a new Superior General 
since Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, 
is completing his second six-
year term of a maximum of 
two terms.

Fr. Ray Cook, OMI

Bro. Harley Mapes, OMI

Fr. Antonio Ponce, OMI

Fr. Andrew Small receives Vatican 
appointment

On June 22, 2021, the Vatican news bulletin had this 
announcement: “The Holy Father has named as temporary 

Secretary of the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of 
Minors Reverend Father Andrew Small, OMI, formerly National 
Director of the Pontifical Missionary Works in the United States 
of America.”
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Originally from England, Fr. 
Small has been a member of the 
U.S. Province for many years. He 
also served for a time in Brazil. 
He holds civil law degrees from 
universities in England and the 
United States, as well as the 
Doctorate in Sacred Theology 
from the Catholic University 
in Washington, DC.

The Commission for the 

Protection of Minors was 
organized by Pope Francis 
who, in 2014, wrote: […] “I 
rely on the members of this 
Commission for the effective 
protection of minors and 
vulnerable adults, regardless 
of religion they profess, because 
they are the little ones on whom 
the Lord looks with love. To 
my collaborators in this work, 
I ask for all efforts possible to 

assist me in responding to these 
needs of these little ones.”

The Commission is made up 
religious and laity from around 
the world. His Eminence, 
Sean Cardinal O’Malley, OFM 
Cap., Archbishop of Boston, is 
President of the Commission.

Fr. Tony Ortiz accepted into 
doctoral program

In the last issue of OMI USA, we 
reported that Fr. Tony Ortiz, OMI, 

is a student at the Pontifical Biblical 
Institute in Rome, hoping to be 
accepted into the program that leads 
to a Doctorate in Sacred Scripture. He 
had to present a paper in late May that 
would determine his acceptance into 
the program.

On May 29, he achieved that goal 
and, according to the website of the 
“Biblicum”, he was one of only ten 
scholars to be promoted this year to the 
next level: “Candidate for the Doctorate.” 

Born in San Antonio, TX, Fr. Tony was raised partially in Mexico. 
He was one of the last graduates of St. Anthony’s High School in San 
Antonio before it became affiliated with Incarnate Word University. He 
entered Oblate formation in Miramar, FL, in 1999; first vows in 2003; 
post-novitiate in San Antonio and at the International Scholasticate in 
Rome. He was ordained to the priesthood in 2008.

The Pontifical Biblical Institute is a university level institution of the 
Holy See, founded by Pope St. Pius X in 1909 to be a “center of 
higher studies in the City of Rome to promote biblical doctrine and 
all related studies in the spirit of the Catholic Church as effectively as 
possible.” It is managed by the Society of Jesus and is adjacent to the 
Pontifical Gregorian University.

REMEMBERING OUR 
RECENTLY DECEASED 
FAMILY & FRIENDS

Heinrich Klosterkamp, 
father of Fr. Thomas 
Klosterkamp, died on June 
8 in Germany.

Bob Mertens, a former 
Oblate Brother, passed 
away on June 24, 2021 in 
St. Louis, MO. Bob also 
worked for many years as 
a sacristan at the National 
Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Snows.

Dennis Dooley, a former 
Oblate in Texas, died on 
Tuesday July 13, 2021, in 
San Antonio.
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Oblate Constitution 43

We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for 
them, faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.

The following Oblate of Mary Immaculate has died since our last issue of OMI USA. 
May he rest in peace.

Raymond Crowe, OMI, passed away on June 12, 2021, in Tewksbury, MA.

From Burma to Tijuana
By Rich Reader

(Ed. Note: Oblate seminarians 
usually spend their summer months 
in a mission where they can have 
an experience of working with the 
poor while living with the local 
Oblate community. Bro. Henry 
Zayamoe, OMI, recently finished 
his first year of theology studies in 
San Antonio. He spent the summer 
with the Oblates who work at the 
huge Maria Inmaculada parish in 
Tijuana, B.C., Mexico.)

Henry is our newest visitor 
here at the Oblate mission 

in Tijuana. He is 6 years into the 

process of becoming an Oblate 
or Mary Immaculate priest. His 
country, Burma, used to be a 
British-ruled country, but a military 
coup brought that to an end. Since 
that happened, Henry tells us that 
the country has gone downhill 
with depletion of resources and 
economic collapse for most. His 
family became an enemy of the 
military and had to seek political 
asylum in Thailand. After 6 years in 
a refugee camp, they got the chance 
to come to the US.

Henry has quickly gotten involved 
with mission activities including 
the formation house, community 

outreach, migrant team, choir, and 
the school for disabled children. 
While his Spanish is in its infancy, 
that does not stop Henry from 
always greeting people with a hello, 
smile, and thank you, regardless 
of whether he is serving them or 
vice versa. He says in Burma one 
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Continued on p. 18

never passes another without saying 
“Mingalaba”, which is a way to 
say hello, goodbye, good day, or 
good night. 

One of Henry’s tasks his to help 
deliver water in our community. 
Many people live in places where 
running water is not available and 
having water delivered is difficult 
and expensive. We started delivering 
water last year after visiting a blind 
lady who had become sick from 
drinking from a non-potable water 
source. She explained she did not 
have the 10 pesos (50 cents) for 
the 5 gallons of water she needed, 
and we had been in a hot spell over 
100 degrees. So, we got her water 
and began carrying water with us 
on our visits.

Henry is familiar with stretching 
food and water and waiting in long 
lines from his days in the refugee 
camp. He also understands what it 
is to be poor in a country different 
from where you grew up. Perhaps 
one could say his formation began 

long before he decided to enter 
religious life, as was the case of 
his favorite saint, St. Maximillian 
Kolbe. Henry likes to think he 
will be the first of many Oblate 
of Mary Immaculate priests from 
Burma.

Henry (front left) with some youth in Tijuana.

A future “Old Roman”: Bro. Mateusz Garstecki, OMI
By Mike Viola and Fr. James Allen, OMI

For 140 years, young Oblates 
from around the world have 

been invited to travel to Rome, 
Italy for a part of their missionary 
formation. In May, Bro. Mateusz 
Garstecki, OMI, followed in their 
footsteps as he left his hometown 
of San Antonio, Texas, to become a 
student at the Oblates’ International 
Roman Scholasticate. Being selected 
to study in Rome is an opportunity 
given to only a handful of Oblate 
seminarians. The scholasticate is 
usually home to about 30 students 
representing roughly 15 countries 
from around the world. He is the 
first member of the US province to 
go to the IRS since 2010. And if 

it’s God’s Will, after his sojourn in 
the Eternal City, he will join many 
Oblates worldwide who fondly refer 
to themselves as “Old Romans.”

The purpose of the IRS was 
highlighted in a homily preached 
by Father Fernand Jetté, Superior 
General, on the occasion of the 
celebration of the Scholasticate’s 
first centenary, October 24, 1981: 
“The present General Council 
is convinced that this institution 
has an important role, indeed, an 
irreplaceable role to play in the 
Congregation today. In fact, within 
an international family such as ours, 
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and in a time of decentralization 
and of more pronounced growth of 
legitimate diversity, it is essential 
that we maintain, and if possible 
even multiply, such meeting 
points and centers of dialogue 
and exchange as are most likely 
to further unity among ourselves. In 
actual fact, the Roman Scholasticate 
ranks among the very first of these 
privileged centers. As Father 
Cassien Augier already wrote in 
1883: ‘We look forward to and hail 
the day when all the Provinces and 
Vicariates of the Congregation will 
be represented in the Scholasticate 
at Rome.’” (October 15, 1883 in 
MISSIONS, vol. 21, p. 447)

Brother Mateusz’s journey to 
Rome began as a child growing 
up outside of Chicago in a family 
very proud of their Polish culture. 
The Garstecki’s traveled to Poland 
every couple of years and Bro. 
Mateusz connected strongly with 
his Polish and Catholic heritage. 

The family moved to San Antonio, 
Texas, around the time when Bro. 
Mateusz finished the fifth grade.

Brother Mateusz started thinking 
about becoming a priest in his junior 
year of high school. There were a 
few events that led him to enter 
formation with the Oblates. “In my 
own prayer I was asking God to help 
me know what path to take in my 
life after completing high school, 
although religious life or priesthood 
were not originally part of what 
I imagined,” said Bro. Mateusz. 
“Around that time, I also met Sr. 
Yolanda Flores, S.S.C.J. at our 
parish and she asked my brothers 
and me if any one of us might 
consider a vocation to be a priest. 
She helped me to get in contact with 
Fr. Charlie Banks, OMI. who was 
the Vocation Director at the time.”

After high school Bro. Mateusz joined 
the Oblate Pre-Novitiate program in 
Buffalo, New York. At the age of 18 
he was the youngest member of the 

Oblate community. As a pre-novice 
Bro. Mateusz had an opportunity to 
help for a month with some of the 
ministries of the Oblates in Tijuana, 
B.C., Mexico. The experience further 
opened Bro. Mateusz’s eyes to the 
various needs of the poor and the 
big impact Oblates can have through 
their ministry in those desperate 
circumstances.

After his year of novitiate in 
Godfrey, IL, he professed his 
first vows as an Oblate in 2020, 
and enrolled at Oblate School of 
Theology in San Antonio, half an 
hour away from his family home.

As a student at OST, Bro. Mateusz 
was part of the Blessed Mario 
Borzaga Formation Community, a 
group of Oblate seminarians from 
around the world who are studying 
at the school. His community 
included Oblates from not only 
the United States but also Zambia, 
Lesotho, Botswana, Nigeria, India, 
Bangladesh, Kenya and Mexico. 

Mateusz continued

INTERNATIONAL ROMAN SCHOLASTICATE COMMUNITY 2020

An international experience of Oblate Formation
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I was in prison 
and you visited me. 

(Matthew 25:36

Also, two of the Brothers from the U.S. Province 
are originally from Burma and Haiti.

Brother Mateusz’s year as part of the international 
community in San Antonio has prepared him well for 

his studies in Rome. He continues to seek to grow in 
relationship with God as he encounters many new people 
and experiences. He prays that all these experiences will 
help prepare him to minister well as an Oblate among 
the people of God.

Creative prison ministry

OST hopes to expand prison 
ministry

Consistent with a goal of 
empowering lives through 

education, Oblate School of 
Theology (OST) partnered with 
the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice, the Archdiocese of San 
Antonio and the Ministry of the Third 
Cross to offer a transformational 
educational experience for 
incarcerated individuals.

“We were the first Catholic 
institution of higher education in 
Texas to offer a program of adult 
faith formation in a prison, and we 
now have multiple places asking if 
they can be part of the program,” 
said Dr. Scott Woodward, President 
of OST.

School officials created the two-year 
program as a way for motivating 
offenders within five years of parole 
eligibility to reflect on and study 
the faith in order to change their 
lives for the better, both during 
their incarceration and after they 
are released.

The goals of the prison-based 
program are to reduce recidivism, 
reduce violence both inside and 
outside the walls and reduce the 
number of infractions by offering 
offenders a new way of life.

The program consists of 220 
classroom hours over two years. 
First year sessions cover the 
Bible, the creed, church history, 
sacraments, Christian life and 
morality and prayer life. The year 
ends with a closing retreat.

The second year includes opening 
and closing retreats and three 
sections known as “schools.” There 
are schools for prayer, pastoral 
skills and Scripture. The focus in 
year two is on conflict resolution, 
communication, leadership, 
forgiving oneself, dealing with 
change, collaboration and valuing 
differences.

The dedication and discipline 
required to complete the two-year 
program has had a meaningful 
impact on participants’ lives as they 
contemplate their parole or release.

One inmate, David, expressed 
delight with the course because 
instructors answered all questions 
and treated participants respectfully. 
“It gave me a better understanding 
of the universal church and of 
prayer. I could go on for days about 
how great this program is and its 
benefits,” said David

Another inmate, Marcos, said he 
enjoyed learning about Catholic 
history and the rosary. “I learned 

the importance of being able to 
commit myself to something and 
be responsible,” said Marcos. “I am 
very blessed to have gone through 
this program.”

The program is currently being 
offered at the Texas Department of 
Corrections’ Dolph Briscoe Unit in 
Dilley, Texas. OST hopes to expand 
the program to other facilities when 
funds become available. Anyone 
interested in helping to expand the 
program can contact Claudia Garcia, 
Vice President of Institutional 
Development at claudia.garcia@
ost.edu.

Dr. Scott Woodward

By Mike Viola
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Whatever you did for one of 
these least or my brothers, 

you did for me.
(Matthew 25:40)

Belleville Oblates take part in 
retreats at maximum security 

prison

The Menard Correctional Facility 
in Illinois is home to 3,700 

inmates, many of whom will spend 
the rest of their lives in prison. 
Twice a year, the Oblates join a 
team of laymen to conduct Kairos 
retreats at the prison that involve 
about 40 prisoners at each retreat.

Oblate Frs. Salvador Gonzalez and 
Mark Dean, both of whom minister 
at King’s House Retreat Center 
in Belleville, Illinois, joined the 
Kairos ministry at the invitation of 
an alumnus of the Oblates’ former 
St. Henry’s Seminary in Belleville, 
John Schroeder.

The Kairos in Prison Retreat is a 
Christian-based retreat specially 
designed to help the incarcerated 
meet other Christians in the same 
situation, share their faith and grow 
their relationship with Christ and 
each other.

 “People in prison desperately want 
an opportunity to find Christ and to 
experience something new in their 
life,” said Fr. Salvador. “I know one 
gentleman who was on a waiting 
list for the retreat for eight years. 
When he finally got his turn, he 
was so grateful for the opportunity 
to experience Jesus. He became a 
different man.”

Prison Ministry continued

Fr. Sal Gonzalez helps carry the cookies for the inmates.

Fr. Mark Dean meets with some retreat team mates.

Frs. Sal Gonzalez and Mark Dean
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Novitiate renovation progressing nicely
By Will Shaw

Just before the fourth of July 
weekend seemed like a good 

time to re-visit the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Novitiate in Godfrey, 
IL and see how the renovation has 
progressed since March. 

The house, which sits on over 
200 acres, was originally built in 
1916 as a summer home for the 
Levis family, owners of the Illinois 
Glass Company in nearby Alton. 
The Oblates acquired it in the late 
1940’s for their novitiate.  

Several additions and updates have 
been made over the years, but at 
long last, the time had come for 
a major overhaul of the building. 
With the expert direction of Jasmine 
Engineering, and a formidable crew 
of carpenters and crafts people, the 
historic building is being beautifully 
restored for the formation of new 
generations of Missionary Oblates.

The target date for completion 
of the work is early August; the 
construction supervisor told me 
they plan to make it. Consequently, 
the next update should be the 
finished Novitiate in all its renewed 
splendor. Move in for the formators 
and novices is not expected to take 
place until later in the fall. 

The rededication of Immaculate 
Heart of Mary Novitiate is 
scheduled for October 17, 2021.

The “Lodge” too is being renovated.

A new kitchen almost ready.

A novice’s room below the chapel.

cccccccccccccccccc
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Fr. Harry Winter, OMI

The RAM’s Corner

(Ed. Note: Fr. Harry Winter, OMI, 
has been an Oblate priest since 
his 1964 ordination at the Oblate 
General House in Rome. The 
Second Vatican Council was a 
year away from its solemn closing 
on December 8, 1965. But as a 
scholastic at the International 
Roman Scholasticate, Harry 
absorbed everything coming from 
the Council, especially anything 
related to the ecumenical agenda 
so strongly desired by Pope St. 
John XXIII. Now at the early 
stages of his ninth decade of life, 
Harry continues that interest 
and passion as he recently 
joined a new ministry team in 
the Archdiocese of Boston. He is 
proof that RAM does not mean 
becoming a “couch potato.”)

When I entered our college 
seminary at Newburgh, NY, in 
September 1955, I had to relearn 
much of my geography. It became 
very evident that New York City 
was not the most important part 
of New York State. Buffalo, NY, 
with Oblate Bishop Fallon High 
School and Holy Angels Parish 
was the most important place in 
NY State.

It was also clear that Boston was 
not the hub of New England. 
Lowell, MA, with its Oblate 
parishes, was the most important 

part of New England. We almost 
bowed our heads when the name 
Lowell was mentioned.

About 20 years ago, my doctor 
noticed my hands trembled with 
what he called benign tremors. I 
was sent to a neurologist who put 

me on a tranquillizer and warned 
me that in about 60%, these 
tremors develop into Parkinson's. 
I enrolled in an online support 
group and dreaded the worst.

When I came as a 78-year-old 
RAM to Immaculate Heart of 
Mary Residence, Tewksbury, 
MA, on July 17, 2017, the 
neurologist there noted that the 
tremors had not gotten worse. 

He took me off the tranquillizer 
to see what would happen, and 
nothing did. So he concluded 
that I'm part of the fortunate 40% 
whose coarse hand tremors do 
not develop into Parkinson's.

So the “A” part of RAM became 
much more possible, and I 
informed the province's personnel 
director that I could become 
much more active. On July 16, 
I moved to our new parish of 
St. Mary's, Georgetown, MA 
(administered by archdiocesan 
priests of Boston for 150 years) 
to become the senior priest in 
residence, providing community 
for Mike O'Hara. 

Because of my teaching 
experience at Oblate College, 
Washington, DC (1965-67, 1970-
75, 1994-98), Oblate School of 
Theology, San Antonio (1977) 
and D'Youville College, Buffalo, 
NY (2007), I have offered to 
Mike to present adult religious 
education here, especially in 
evangelization, ecumenism and 
inter-faith dialogue. He is open 
to this, after of course consulting 
with the parish council.

The province has also encouraged 
me to continue the website 
Mission-Unity-Dialogue and 
to present parish retreats as 
these realities change. From the 
Texas Conference of Churches, 
to pastorates in Appalachia, St. 
Ann's African-American Church 
(Fayetteville, NC), and St. Rose 
of Lima (Buffalo, NY), I have 
found our people to be vitally 
interested in sharing our faith.

Continued on p. 24
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A partners’ picnic
By Art Pingolt

Pictured outside in the cloister at 
the Oblate residence in DC are, 
seated, from left Ed Murray, HOMI; 
Seamus Finn, OMI; Lou Studer, 
OMI; Artie Pingolt and Karen 
McCarthy (Loyola Foundation). 
Just behind those seated are three 
women, from left, Dianne Murray, 
Jennifer Healy (USCCB) and Mary 
Campbell (USCCB). Standing in 
the back row, from left, are Jim 
Gardiner, SA (Atonement Friars); 
Jim McCann, SJ (Georgetown 
Law School); Leo Perez, OMI; 
Tetiana Stawnychy (USCCB); 
Andrew Kirkpatrick (USCCB); 
Jim Brobst, OMI; Greg McCarthy 
(Loyola Foundation) and Andrew 
Small, OMI.

Missionary Oblate Partners and friends gathered 
on June 9 for their annual “BBQ & Conversation”, 
hosted by the Oblate community in Washington, 
DC. The evening began with a social and BBQ, 
served by local Oblates Jim Brobst, Seamus Finn 

and Andrew Small. After dinner, the group held 
an extended sharing session where each attendee 
shared what the “year of COVID” meant for them 
and what they feel they learned. 

Continued on p. 24

Congratulations to two new U.S. citizens who are members of our 
province. On July 21, 2021, Fr. Pauldass Selvaraj (photo on right)  took 
the oath of citizenship in St. Louis, MO. On July 26, Fr. Antonio Ponce 
(see photo, p. 14) took the same oath in San Antonio, TX.  

Fr. Pauldass is the recently appointed administrator of Most Precious 
Blood Parish in Chula Vista, CA, while Fr. Antonio is the superior of 
the Blessed Mario Borzaga Formation Community in San Antonio and 
a member of the U.S. Provincial Council.

In the USA bicentennial year 1976, Fr. Pauldass was born in the State of Tamil 
Nadu in India. Ordained to the priesthood in 2004, he began his ministry as 
Vocation Director in India. After serving as a pastor in his home country, 
he came to the USA in 2011 where he made “missionary appeals” for his 
home province during the summers and worked in parishes in Miramar, FL, 
and Eagle Pass, TX. In 2019, he moved to Belleville to serve as vocation 
director until his recent new assignment in California.

Two new OMI USA citizens!
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MOVING? WANT TO CONTINUE RE-
CEIVING OMI/USA? PLEASE SEND 
US YOUR NEW ADDRESS! Or, if you 
no longer wish to receive it (whether you 
move or not), please let us know.
Thank you.

New  citizens, continued

We RAM's are very fortunate to receive excellent 
medical care, which enables us to move back and 
forth and up and down in ministry according to our 
health. To the laity who contribute so much to ever 
more expensive health care, may we be grateful.

I'm grateful to our superiors that RAM's can 
concentrate on what is easier for us to do. 
Continuing as the moderator for the Ministry of 
Mission, Ecumenism and Dialogue has been a 
blessing. I never found the annual financial reports 
for the parishes I pastored to be energizing. Thank 
God that as a RAM I do not have to be concerned 
with institutional financial reports.

Rams Corner, continued

A native of Mexico, Fr. Antonio was born in 1973, 
in the State of Jalisco. He joined Oblate formation in 
Tijuana and was ordained to the priesthood on July 4, 
2009. Following his ordination, he was assigned to the 
Oblate school, Colegio Vista Hermosa, in Mexico City. 
In 2010, he was named associate pastor Santa Rosa 
Church in San Fernando. He also served as Director 
of the JPIC Office in DC in 2014. In preparation for 
his role as a formator, he took part in the Institute of 
Religious Formation at Catholic Theological Union 
in Chicago in 2018. He has been a member of the 
provincial council since 2017. (JFA)

Fr. Dan Renaud was among local Oblates who 
helped Antonio celebrate his US citizenship.
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