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DearDear  FriendFriend,,

I’m sure you have seen my picture way too many times.  As Provincial, and as the former 
Director of the Missionary Association, my picture has been used in hundreds of mailings 
and publications.  Even I get tired of looking at myself!

But recently I had a picture taken of me that I simply 
love, and I want to share it with you here.  It was taken by 
Will Shaw, Director of our Communications Office, when 
we visited our Oblate ministries in Tijuana, B.C., Mexico.

I was helping my brother Oblates distribute food 
baskets to families living in desperate conditions.  Their 
homes were little more than shacks made of discarded 
wood and metal.  Most homes had no running water  
or plumbing.  Trash piles were everywhere. 

Near the end of our time distributing the food,  
a little boy comes up to me with a big smile on his face 
and gives me a “high five.”  We were only together  
for a few seconds, but in that brief encounter this child 
reminded me of my Oblate identity.  We are called  
to be messengers of Christ, and to bring smiles to the 
faces of the poor.

Today, I want to give you a virtual “high five.”  
You deserve this recognition because without your 
prayers and support our Tijuana ministries, and so  
many more, simply would not exist.

Let us continue to be co-missionaries as we work together to lift up our brothers and 
sisters in need.  A big “high five” to you, and keep smiling.

In Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate, 

Fr. Louis Studer, O.M.I.
Provincial, United States Province

From the Provincial 
Fr. Louis Studer, O. M. I.
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To be a good missionary, you must  
be willing to walk a mile in  
someone else’s shoes.  For a group  

of Missionary Oblates from Zambia, that 
means trading in the sandals and sneakers of 
their youth for cowboy boots, moccasins and 
snow skis.

In recent years, a growing number of 
Oblates from Zambia have been coming to 
the United States to strengthen Oblate and 
diocesan ministries.  Today these Oblates 
minister from New York to Texas and several 
locations in between.

“I have been warmly welcomed into my  
new Oblate house,” said FR. ABRAHAM 
CHIMESE, O.M.I. who works with Oblate 
seminarians in San Antonio, Texas.   
“There is just something special and 
enjoyable about this Oblate life, and you  
find it no matter where you go.”

There are currently 16 Oblates from 
Zambia in the United States who are 
ministering as priests, brothers or 
seminarians.  Many of these Oblates  
have found a home in San Antonio.

FATHER HUMPHREY MILIMO, O.M.I. is Pastor  
at Holy Family Parish in San Antonio.   
Last year the Diocese of San Antonio asked 
the Oblates if they could staff the parish 
which was facing the possibility of closing.

Running Holy Family Parish is the  
third assignment for Fr. Humphrey.   
He was previously on the staff at the  
Oblate Novitiate and also worked in parish 
ministry in Buffalo, New York.

Zambian  
Oblates  

Enhance  
American  
Ministries

Fr. Elvis Mwamba, O.M.I. at the Church of  
Our Lady of the Snows
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Two other Oblate priests from Zambia help out at Holy Family 
Parish while also working full-time assignments with the diocese.

FATHER HECTOR KALALUKA, O.M.I. works as a Prison Chaplain 
through the diocese’ Criminal Justice Ministry.   His Oblate 
journey has already stretched from Zambia to Rome and now 
Texas.

FATHER GODFREY MWANSA, O.M.I. works as a Chaplain at eight 
hospitals in the San Antonio area.  His ministry began last year 
during the height of the Covid-19 pandemic.

“My ministry is not just for the patients but also for the 
families,” said Fr. Godfrey.  “The focus cannot just be on death but 
must also be looked at as a celebration of life.”

Ministering to the sick and dying is nothing new for 
Fr. Godfrey.  When Fr. Godfrey was in grade school, he was an 
Altar Server at his parish and routinely would go along with the 
priests to visit the sick and help administer the last rites.

At the Blessed Mario Borzaga Formation House in 
San Antonio, Fr. Abraham works with more than a dozen Oblate 
seminarians from around the world who are studying at Oblate 
School of Theology.  Four of these Oblate seminarians are also 
from Zambia.

SCHOLASTIC BRO. STANCO SIMUKONDA, O.M.I. credits Fr. Abraham 
with inspiring him to pursue the priesthood at a very early age.  
Brother Stanco grew up in the Oblate parish of St. Michael in 
Kalabo, Zambia.  As an Altar Server he was inspired by the Oblate 
priests and brothers who ministered there.  When Fr. Abraham was 
a seminarian, he did his pastoral internship at St. Michael and 
encouraged the young men of the parish to consider religious life.

SCHOLASTIC BRO. DAVID CHISHA, O.M.I. is another Zambian 
seminarian who is being assisted on his Oblate journey by 
Fr. Abraham and the other formators in San Antonio.   
Brother David has been away from Zambia for more than four 
years while studying in the United States.  Always smiling, 
Bro. David says that his vocation is to be a happy man.

“We all need to find happiness in our life,” said Bro. David.  
“And we find that happiness when we embrace God and  
each other.”

FROM TOP:
Fr. Abraham Chimese, O.M.I. 
Fr. Hector Kalaluka, O.M.I.
Fr. Godfrey Mwansa, O.M.I.
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SCHOLASTIC BRO. MUSONDA CHOTA, O.M.I. joined the formation 
community in San Antonio last year after completing his novitiate 
year in the United States.  Originally, he was expected to study for 
the priesthood in Rome or South Africa, but complications caused 
with his visa because of the Covid-19 pandemic made it easier to 
stay in the United States and attend Oblate School of Theology.

SCHOLASTIC BRO. RAFAEL BANDA, O.M.I. arrived in San Antonio last 
year to study theology.  He joined the Oblates because he felt they 
did a wonderful job of providing easy access to a priest.

“To me the dioce San priests always seemed so very far away 
from the people. You saw them at the altar and that was about it,”  
explained Bro. Rafael.  “But the Oblates are different.  They greet 
you; they love you.  They become part of your family.  The Oblates 
give the people they serve easy access to a priest.”

In addition to the Zambian Oblates ministering in 
San Antonio, there are also several other Oblates from Zambia 
ministering in the United States.

At Immaculate Heart of Mary Novitiate in Godfrey, Illinois, 
BRO. GEORGE LITIYA, O.M.I. is part of the formation team.  Brother 
George grew up in the Oblates’ Sancta Maria Parish in Lukulu in 
the Western Province of Zambia.  In 1983, the parish was one of 
the first  missions established in Zambia by Oblates from Texas and 
is still a vital part of Zambian delegation today.

Brother George is helping to guide five men through their 
novitiate year, a time of prayer and discernment concluding with 
first vows.  Three of the novices are from Zambia.

CHILESHE MULENGA chose to pursue a religious calling after 
exploring a career as a doctor.  He decided that he would rather be 
a healer of the soul than a healer of the body.

ROYD MIYOMBA learned about the Oblates while listening to a radio 
station the Oblates operated in Zambia.  Royd lived a roving life  
as a child, attending six different grade schools.  When he left to 
come to the United States his mom gave him a simple instruction: 
“Keep the faith and make us proud.”

SIPHO MUKOBOLA was just 11 years old when he left home to  
attend a minor seminary and start his Oblate journey.  He started 
feeling a calling to the priesthood at the age of five when he 
became an Altar Server.

Oblate World  –  OMIUSA.ORG 6
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Three Oblate priests from Zambia are also ministering in very 
different environments in the United States.

FATHER EMMANUEL MULENGA, O.M.I. is Pastor at St. Augustine 
Parish in New Orleans, one of the most historic and colorful 
Catholic churches in the United States.  Saint Augustine Parish 
was one of the first racially-integrated congregations in the country.  
The parish is a landmark in the African American community and 
attracts visitors from around the world for their Jazz Masses. 

FATHER BENNY LIPALATA, O.M.I. is part of the Oblate ministry which 
serves six parishes on the White Earth Reservation of northern 
Minnesota.  He arrived on the Reservation after ministering at  
St. Jude Shrine in New Orleans.

FATHER ELVIS MWAMBA, O.M.I. ministers at the National Shrine  
of Our Lady of the Snows where he helps pilgrims reach a deeper 
spirituality.

“I was once told to think of the last place you expect to be 
assigned and that is probably where you will go,” said Fr. Elvis.  
“I didn’t even think about going to the United States, but here  
I am, and it is a wonderful place to be.”

FATHER FELIX NYAMBE, O.M.I. recently joined the Oblate ministry  
at Our Lady of Hope Parish in Buffalo, New York.  Father Felix 
speaks English and French which is very helpful in an ethnically-
diverse parish.

Working at Our Lady of Hope is Fr. Felix’s second assignment 
in the United States.  He previously was an Oblate seminarian in 
the U.S., spending his novitiate year and several of his scholastic 
years discerning and studying for the priesthood.

When Fr. Felix was a seminarian, he was once asked why he 
joined the Oblates.  His response was simple and prophetic.

“When you join the Oblates, you never know where you are 
going to end up,” said Fr. Felix.  “That is because the world needs 
the Oblates in so many places to be  
God’s instrument of joy.” 

PAGE 6, FROM TOP:
Scholastic Bro. Musonda Chota, O.M.I.
Bro. George Litiya, O.M.I.

THIS PAGE:
Fr. Emmanuel Mulenga, O.M.I.
Fr. Benny Lipalata, O.M.I.
Fr. Felix Nyambe, O.M.I.
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As a boy growing up in a poor section of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil Fr. Cleber Lopes, O.M.I.  
was greatly influenced by the Missionary 
Oblates.  Today, as a Missionary Oblate 
priest, he is returning the favor, influencing his 
brother Oblates to a greater understanding of 
their faith and missionary calling.

Father Cleber has been connected with 
the Oblates since he was teenager.  He grew 
up in St. Alphonsus Liguori Parish in 
Sao Paulo where several Oblates from the 
United States ministered.  The Oblates made 
a lasting impression on the young boy 
because of their dedication to being among 
the poorest of the poor.

“The Oblates were so close to the people.  
They were always coming around the house 
and visiting,” said Fr. Cleber.  “You never saw 
the diocesan priests in the neighborhood, but 
you always saw the Oblates.”

After graduating from high school, 
Fr. Cleber thought a career in accounting 

might be in his future.  But then he began to 
have conversations with the Oblates and the 
idea of religious life began to take root.  

After some time of prayer and 
discernment, Fr. Cleber entered the Oblates’ 
pre-novitiate program in Brazil.  His 
formation years included time studying and 
ministering in Paraguay and Bolivia before 
he was ordained in 2010.

After ordination Fr. Cleber was assigned 
to the Oblates’ ministries in the Amazon 
region of Brazil.  He spent five years in 
Manaus and six years in Belem.  The mission 
area covered by the Oblates in the Amazon is 
huge.  A small team of Oblates is responsible 
for three parishes that serve more than 30 
communities in the city and countryside.

“It was very hard work but so rewarding,” 
said Fr. Cleber.  “If my superior told me to go 
back there, I wouldn’t hesitate for a minute.”

In addition to ministering at parishes in 
the Amazon, Fr. Cleber was also involved in 

Recording Stories 
Forever In  
His Heart
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now finishing up the second year 
of the program in person.

Father Cleber is the first 
Oblate from Latin America to take 
part in the program.  When he 
completes the course this summer, 
he will then expand the program 
throughout Latin America to 
enrich the spiritual lives of both 

the Oblates and their lay collaborators.
During his Oblate journey, 

Fr. Cleber loves to document his 
ministries through photographs.  He has 
more than 1,000 photos on his Facebook 
page alone.  And when he is in a picture, 
Fr. Cleber is always smiling.  He is a 
joyous missionary, finding happiness in 
the many people he encounters along  
the way.

“I thank God for everything that  
He has given me,” said Fr. Cleber.   
“And I thank him for each new face  
I see.  Because each one of them has 
recorded a story forever in my heart.”  

the formation of future 
Oblates.  He oversaw 
programs for pre-novices 
and novices in Brazil  for 
about six years.

In 2020 Fr. Cleber was 
chosen to take part in a 
new Oblate ministry, one 
designed to make the 
spirituality of the Oblates more 
available to people around the world.   
The Kusenberger Chair of Oblate 
Studies, based at Oblate School  
of Theology in San Antonio, Texas  
is dedicated to the study and 
dissemination of the history, 
charism, spirituality and mission of 
the Oblates.

Father Cleber was expected to 
spend two years in San Antonio 
taking part in the course.  Because of 
the Covid-19 pandemic, he took the 
first year online from Brazil and is 
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When Fr. Cleber Lopes, O.M.I. took his final vows as  
a Missionary Oblate, he had a very important decision to 
make.  He had the honor of choosing his Oblate Cross 
among crosses that had belonged to previous Oblates.   
He will carry his cross throughout his Oblate life.

Father Cleber chose the Oblate Cross that had 
belonged to Fr. Daniel Meehan, O.M.I.  Father Daniel,  
an American Oblate from Philadelphia, had ministered at 
Fr. Cleber’s childhood parish in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

“He had a wonderful impact not just on me but so 
many people in Brazil,” said Fr. Cleber.

Father Daniel ministered in Brazil for more than 40 years.   
He arrived there in the 1960s along with dozens of other American 
Oblates who felt called to minister to the country’s poorest of the poor.  
Currently there are still 11 American Oblates ministering in Brazil.

Two ministries created by the American Oblates have had 
profound impacts on the lives of street children.

For more than 50 years the Oblates have helped rescue street 
children from deplorable living conditions on the streets of Sao Paulo.  
A network of shelters, community centers and meal-distribution 
programs has served tens of thousands of street children over the years.  
A foster program has rescued more than 1,000 children from the 

streets and placed them in loving homes.
Father Ed Figueroa, O.M.I. created the 

Community of God and Our Lady, a home 
for former street children in Recife, Brazil.   
He even became the adoptive father to 
50 children.  Father Ed also opened 
Guardian Angel School for disabled 
children along with two Brazilian religious 
sisters.

“This is their home, not an orphanage,” 
is how Fr. Ed explained his ministry.  
“When you see these children out on the 
streets starving, you just can’t say no.   
You have to save their lives.”

American Oblates 
Continue Bringing Hope 
To Brazil’s Poor
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Oblate Crossings
Oblate Honored For Helping Addicts

Father Vincent Patrick, O.M.I. was recently 
honored with one of the most prestigious awards in  
Sri Lanka, the Kalapooshanam Award.  The award is 
given by the government to people who have made a 
profound positive impact in the country.

Father Vincent was recognized for his long years of 
service to people battling alcohol and drug addictions.  
He is the founder of the Center for Rehabilitation of 
Alcoholic and Drug Addicts (CRADA) in the Diocese  
of Mannar.

Each year hundreds of persons whose lives have been  
turned upside down by addiction receive help through CRADA.  
The organization provides rehabilitation and addictive treatment 
programs, anti-addiction activities for youths and a variety of 

self-help programs for men, women and children.
Medical treatment at CRADA includes seven days in a detoxification program.  

Psychological treatment includes prayer, lectures, group discussions and relaxation therapy.
Father Vincent started the ministry as a parish priest in 2006 in the small fishing 

village of Pesalia.  Many men in the parish were turning to alcohol or drugs to forget  
their difficulties.

Oblate Named Bishop in South Africa
Father Neil Frank, O.M.I. has been appointed Coadjutor 

Bishop of the Diocese of Mariannhill, South Africa.  Prior to 
the appointment by Pope Francis, Fr. Frank was Provincial 
Superior of the Missionary Oblates in South Africa.

Born in Pietermaritzburg South Africa in 1966, Fr. Frank 
was ordained an Oblate priest in August, 1999.  He ministered 
at several parishes in South Africa before becoming the head  
of the Philosophy Department at St. Joseph’s Theological 
Institute in 2006.  From 2015 – 2018 he served as the  
President of the institute.

11May 2022
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There are many reasons why I joined the 
Missionary Oblates.  It is not possible to 
name them all, but I would like to give an 
idea by expressing some of the major ones.

The first reason states the obvious: I felt a 
profound call to give my life to God as a 
religious priest.  It was vital that it be a 
missionary order since I come from a 
province in Canada that still has one of the 
smallest percentages of Catholic practice in 
the Western hemisphere. Québec identifies 
secularity as Mission country.  It made sense 
to reflect carefully on how our Church 
evangelized in the French-Canadian culture.

The Oblates are an engaging band of 
zealous men, brothers and priests.  Founded 
two centuries ago, they were not afraid to go 
to extremes for Christ.  They ate whale 
blubber in the Great Canadian north,  
rode horses in the blistering heat in the 
Rio Grande Valley, wrote the first 

dictionaries and translated missals for many 
native cultures, created associations of 
solidarity for workers and people of faith, 
designed and built churches and taught 
graduate theology classes.  Oblates performed 
these with distinct fervor in serving the poor 
in the name of Jesus Christ.

When I read about these men and 
familiarized myself with excerpts of their 
private missionary journals, it energized my 
apostolic desire for adventure.  It drove my 
need for a more profound dedication to the 
service of the Kingdom of God.  I wanted to 
become one of these men on fire for God and 
the Church.  In hindsight, I realize how the 
Oblates were the best religious community 
for me to learn how to be an oblation to God, 
offering our missionary lives in imitation  
of the radical “yes” of our patron,  
Mary Immaculate.

Why I Why I 
BecameBecame  

A Missionary Oblate  
Of Mary Immaculate

Father Daniel Renaud, O.M.I. ministers from the campus of Oblate School of Theology (OST) 
in San Antonio, Texas.  He is an adjunct faculty member at OST and is a regular blog contributor.  
A Certified Spiritual Director, Fr. Daniel has preached retreats throughout North America and Asia.  
His areas of interest are resilience and trauma recovery, dreamwork and spiritual growth, and 
completive practices and mysticism.

FR. DANIEL RENAUD, O.M.I. 
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Another reason why I joined the Oblates 
was how the Oblate charism resonated with 
some of my convictions.  It is striking how 
Oblates are close with everyday people while 
valuing strong intellectual formation. 

We tend to think that strong intellectual 
formation creates a distance with people.  
People are allergic, and rightly so, to priests 
who hold an elitist clerical attitude unaware 
or even dismissive of the reality of ordinary 
people.  The Oblates, on the contrary, 
encouraged all formation to be focused on 
proximity and service within God’s people.

I enjoy studying and working with all 
kinds of people.  As a child, I could not wait 
to attend school.  I was so excited to learn 
and meet new people.  I love reading, writing 
and studying.  This passion for learning and 
being with others served me well with the 
Oblates.  I felt at home with them.

It was a revelation to find that my 
religious order could be so close to the poor 
and support the Church and society in a 
myriad of ways.  We train priests and lay 
church leaders, create programs in religious 
education, man gun-free zones in Asia, 
engage in interreligious and ecumenical 
dialogue worldwide, run clinics for people 
suffering from leprosy and for AIDS 
survivors, work with basic needs for migrants 
at borders and continue to advocate for social 
justice through various projects, institutes, 
and parishes. 

The impetuous for this apostolic zeal  
is the charismatic figure of our founder,  
a French bishop, Eugene De Mazenod, 
canonized during my novitiate in 1995.   
His canonization communicated that 
St. Eugene belonged to the Church and that 
his charism was not the “property” of the 
Oblates.  Saint Eugene continues to speak to 
young people, older people, married, singled 
and grandparents who feel a profound 

attraction to live the call to holiness through 
hospitality, service, social justice and religious 
and spiritual formation. He is such an 
inspiring man and an accessible saint!

Saint Eugene knew Jesus and His love  
to be a source of profound hope for people 
who felt marginalized, oppressed and 
impoverished.  Oblate missionaries, honorary 
Oblates, Oblate associates, Oblate affiliates, 
Oblate employees, mission supporters,  
Oblate benefactors, Oblate partners and 
Oblate youths; the whole of what we now 
refer to as The Mazenodian Family, 

experience their respective call to mission in 
the Oblate charism with the same virtue  
of hope.

Hope is not blind optimism.  Hope is a 
way of naming the manner in which our 
living and knowing invites to radical self-
surrender before God.  Hope comes from 
God, to lift God’s people to live from  
His covenantal promises.  Hope empowers  
us to preach the Gospel with light and joy,  
even in seemingly dire and desperate 
situations.  Saint Eugene and all of 
 The Mazenodian Family become people  
of hope. Saint Eugene, pray for us! 

FR. DANIEL RENAUD, O.M.I. 

HopeHope  empowers 

us to preach the Gospel 

with light and joy, even 

in seemingly dire and 

desperate situations.
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I always dreamt of becoming a 
professional.  I would see professionals in 
movies with big houses, large staircases and 
flat-screen T.V.s.  But this seemed out of 
reach, given that often I did not eat for days 
or slept where the raindrops hit my face.  

I wanted to be part of a family where my 
father would teach me to do things.  My 
father died when I was five.  I never met him 
because he was in prison when I was born, 
and that is where he died.

As a teenager I was a gang member 
because I thought it was my destiny to be like 
my father.  I wanted people to fear me, 
wanted to belong and wanted to be protected.  
At a SEARCH retreat coordinated by the 
Oblates my heart was changed.  I had  
always been Catholic, but never took it 

seriously until that moment.  That is when  
I decided to quit the gangs.  That change 
during the SEARCH retreat probably saved 
my life or at least kept me out of prison.

I have learned that you can forgive even 
people who are not here.  I yelled and cried 
out to my father for not being there.  I 
needed that to begin to become free from the 
anger and sadness.  I could finally really rest 
for the first time.

A few years later, the Oblates started a 
new scholarship program at the Tijuana 
mission, matching donors to students.  I 
wanted to apply to a university.  My family 
said it was a waste of time and money that 
they didn’t have.  But an Oblate priest 
believed in me and encouraged me to apply.  

Holding on  Holding on  
to God makes to God makes 

everything  everything  
possiblepossible

Holding on  
to God makes 

everything  
possible

My name is David Rizo  
and I am 30 years old 
and just graduated as a 
psychologist.  I am writing 
this letter to thank the 
Missionary Oblates and  
the various donors.  
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Since then, I have met incredible people 
that believed in me without even knowing 
who I was, and yet were willing to donate 
money for my studies.  That felt weird at first 
because nothing like that had ever happened, 
not even in my family.  The world is so much 
bigger than my neighborhood.

In my family of six siblings, I am the 
youngest and the first to even go to high 
school.  Now they and my mom are all proud 
of me.  However, I will never forget the 
Oblate family who was the first to believe 
in me, and now thanks to that, I believe  
in myself.

I want people to overcome their 
challenges.  Father Jesse Esqueda, O.M.I.  
always says that 80% of one’s problems can be 

solved by just having the right attitude.  Now, 
I want to have an influence in my community.  
Studying psychology has given me the tools to 
start.  There is a lot of work to do but holding 
on to God makes everything possible.

I have been blessed, and I promise to pay 
it forward.  Now that I have graduated, I am 
doing that already through the parish’s social-
outreach program and all the families that 
they help.  Thank you to the many people 
who have helped make this dream possible.  

And a special thanks to the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate. 

David Rizo

The world is  The world is  

so much bigger so much bigger 

than my than my 

neighborhood.neighborhood.

The world is  

so much bigger 

than my 

neighborhood.
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The face of poverty is abundant at the Missionary 
Oblates’ ministries in Tijuana, B.C., Mexico.  In addition to 
providing for the spiritual needs of tens of thousands of 
people, the Oblates also oversee numerous community-
improvement programs.

In the area of education, more than a dozen teachers and 
education students provide tutoring and academic support to 
area children.  The Oblates also run a School for Children 

The Power  
Of  Faith And 

Education
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with Special Needs (Inclusive Education).  Thanks to a scholarship program, today 90 percent 
of the young adults from the youth ministry program are in college.

The health care ministry includes 12 students who are in medical school, nursing school or 
studying to become physical therapists.  They provide a variety of basic health services to the 
poorest of the poor in the community.  The mental health program run by the Oblates include 
four licensed psychologists and five psychology students who provide free counseling to people 
throughout the community. 
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Recently a Religious Sister phoned me to 
inquire if I could spare some time to anoint 
and give Communion to the father of one of 
their Sisters.  She said, “We’ve been looking 
for a priest, and preferably one who could 
speak his language, but no one is available.”

After I accepted, they describe to me the 
situation of the family.

The man has been living in the city with 
his son, receiving treatment for a terminal 
illness.  He must take expensive medicine, 
and he visits a clinic nearly every week to see 
a specialist.  The son had to quit his regular 
low-income job to get time to take his father 
to the clinic.  He now runs a small shop for 
which he pays rent for his family, his 

children’s education and his father’s 
treatment.

After hearing the story, I told the Sister: 
“As missionaries, we are there for the people, 
and when you are struggling, we will reach 
out to you.  After all, this man has freely 
given his daughter to serve the Church as a 
Sister.  I feel sorry for him because he lacks 
the Sacraments, and even sadder knowing 
that a Sister who serves God’s people 
spiritually every day has no one to serve her 
dad spiritually.”

We set aside one Sunday afternoon and 
went to visit her father.  I heard his 
Confession, administered the sacrament of 

Being A Missionary  
In Small Ways

BY FR. COSMAS KITHNJI KUBAI, O.M.I. 

Father Cosmas Kithnji Kubai, O.M.I.  ministers today in his native Kenya.  He was ordained  
an Oblate priest in September 2019 after completing six years of studies at Oblate School of Theology  

in San Antonio, Texas.  Father Cosmas is grateful to the Oblates and their benefactors in the  
United States for their immense contributions to his goal of becoming a priest.
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the Anointing of the Sick, and gave him 
Holy Communion.

Since then, I have gone to visit him 
several times.  Whenever we visit, we link up 
with the daughter who is working in a distant 
part of the country.  She never forgets to 
express her gratitude to me and her fellow 
Sisters of her congregation.

The closeness and the bond of these nuns 
touched me deeply.  They make sure that this 
father of one of their own receives the 
spiritual care he needs.  We should always 

strive to care for those who we minister to in 
this way.

Once when we visited this elderly man he 
said: “When I look at you I see the sacrifices 
I have made in my life were not in vain.”  He 
mentioned how he struggled to educate his 
children.  He then said, “God has blessed me 
with a Sister in my family and, through her,  
I now have all of you as my children too.”

I saw in him a very grateful and contented 
man.  What a grace it is to reach that stage  
of life with a sense of contentment and 
achievement!  He does not have many 
material riches to show, but he is a joyful  
and grateful man. 
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Path to Sainthood

Recently a new Cause of Beatification and Canonization  
was opened on behalf of Bro. Alfons Mańka, O.M.I.    

Brother Alfons was a Polish Oblate who died on January 22, 1941  
as a result of the brutal treatment received in the Nazi concentration 
camp of Mauthausen-Gusen.  To learn more about Bro. Alfons and 

other Oblates on the path to sainthood, visit the Oblates’ Postulation 
Office at omiworld.org/our-charism/our-saints.

Brother Alfons Mańka, O.M.I. 
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Scholastic Bro. Alfons Mańka O.M.I.  
was born on October 21, 1917 in Lisowice, 
Poland.  His parents were very pious.  
Brother Alfons had many gifts.  He liked to 
play the violin and to paint.  He also liked to 
make pilgrimages to the shrines of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary in Czestochowa and 
Piekary.

In high school 
Bro. Alfons felt Christ 
calling him to serve the 
Church and the poor.  He 
entered the Oblate minor 
seminary in Lubliniec and 
later attended the Oblate 
novitiate in Markowice.  
After his first profession 
of vows, he went to the 
scholasticate in Krobia to 
begin his philosophical 
studies.

As a scholastic, 
Bro. Alfons kept a 
spiritual diary in which he 
often referred to his 
immense happiness of 
being in communion with Christ.  In one of 
his entries he wrote: “Jesus is my ideal, Jesus 
is my treasure, my mind is in Him, my heart 
is in Him.  Jesus, I love You and I want to 
love You to the point of madness.”

At the end of August 1939, Bro. Alfons 
arrived in Markowice with other religious.  
As the German army approached, on 
September 4, he left Markowice along with 
other confreres and headed for Koden.  
Given the overcrowding in the house of 
Koden, he returned to Markowice.  The day 
after his return, he and the entire religious 
community were placed under house arrest 
and forced to work on nearby German farms.

On May 4, 1940 Bro. Alfons and 15 
other Oblate novices and scholastics were 

deported by the Gestapo in a van to the 
Szczeglino prisoner distribution camp near 
Mogilno.  During the initial “exercises” he 
was beaten so badly that he could barely 
move.  After three days he was taken with 
the others in cattle wagons to the Dachau 
concentration camp.  On August 2, 1940  

in a transport of 1,500 
prisoners, he was deported to 
Mauthausen-Gusen, a camp 
known as “hell on earth.”

Of fragile health and 
exhausted by the hard work 
of the quarry, he ended up 
collapsing.  Thanks to the 
secretary of the block, he  
was admitted to the field 
hospital.  There he won the 
sympathy of the nurses, who 
tried to save him by giving 
him a larger portion of food.  
But all efforts were useless.  
Brother Alfons did not 
recover.  Seeing himself 
facing death, he prayed 
almost constantly and 

confessed to a priest who was lying sick next 
to him.  He died on January 22, 1941 at the 
age of 23.

The magazine of the Polish Oblate 
scholasticate “Gosc z Obry” offered a 
beautiful testimony:

“He died like a saint.  Exhausted by 
hunger, between beatings and terrible 
torments, without uttering a lament.  He 
always had a prayer on his lips.  He was 
always in recollection.  What we saw after his 
death was a skeleton with an angelic serenity 
in the face.”

When the Oblates received Bro. Alfons 
belongings, they found a note that he had 
written: “I will be faithful to God until 
death.” 
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Oblate Crossings
Welcome Home, Fr. Hank

After 22 years ministering at the Vatican, Fr. Henry (Hank) 
Lemoncelli, O.M.I. has returned to the United States Province.  He is 
currently ministering at Christ the King Retreat Center in Buffalo, 
Minnesota.

Father Hank worked at the Vatican Congregation for Institutes 
Consecrated Life and Societies Apostolic Life.  While in Rome  
he lived at the Oblate General House and was also known for his preaching 

ministry and retreats to Religious.
“In my years working in the field of consecrated 

life, I became convinced  
of several absolute necessities for the f lourishing of 
consecrated life,” said Fr. Hank.  “Firstly, the need 
for good discernment before the reception of 
candidates and well-planned programs of initial and 
ongoing formation that stress the core values of 
consecrated life; secondly the need for recognizing 
and encouraging the ‘faithful servants’ as well as 
giving attention to the ‘wayward sheep,’ thirdly, the 

need for local provincial and general superiors willing to challenge as well as to 
encourage all members of their community.”

Oblates Defend Poor in Paraguay
During a recent novena to Our Lady of Miracles at the cathedral in 

Caacupe, Paraguay the Missionary Oblates spoke forcefully in defense of 
indigenous peoples and the poorest Paraguayans.

Father Miguel Fritz, O.M.I. accused government and business 
leaders of using the pandemic to multiply injustice towards the poor, 
especially the work of large land corporations trying to plunder and 
take more land away from indigenous people. In Paraguay 
indigenous people own only three-percent of the country’s arable 
land, and even so, land expropriations are taking place under the 
pretext that the native people have too much land already.

The Oblates also criticized the government for the continuous 
degradation of the environment taking place in Paraguay.

“We continue to poison the air, land and water as if it were the most 
ordinary thing and we have not taken decisive steps to save our common home 
(Earth),” said Fr. Fritz.
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VICTOR IZQUIERDO HERNÁNDEZ is 
completing his fourth year of philosophy.  
He is 24 years old, the eldest in a family  
of five children and is originally from the 
southern Mexican state of Hidalgo.   
He is writing his thesis on the subject of  
“love of neighbor” in the works of Spanish 
philosopher, José Ortega y Gasset.
AARON MIGUEL CRUZ GONZALEZ, 30,  
is in his third year of philosophy.  He is 
originally from the state of Veracruz,  
where his parents and sisters currently live.  
He came to the Oblates after working as a 
math teacher.  He has both a licentiate and 
a master’s degree in computer sciences.
ÁLVARO ESTEBAN ZAPATA CHAPA, 21, was 
born and raised in Tijuana, the second  
of two children.  He is in his third year of 
philosophy.  Álvaro was active with youth 
in the Oblate parish in Tijuana, working 
closely with Fr. Jesse Esqueda, O.M.I.  
and teaching Taekwondo.

CARLOS ANTONIO MARTÍNEZ MENA is 19  
and was born in Tijuana.  Carlos was active 
in youth ministry as an Altar Server at the 
Oblate parish.  Carlos accompanies the 
community with the guitar during liturgies.  
JULIAN GUADALUPE CRUZ CABRALES, 25,  
is a Tijuana native and is in his first year of 
philosophy.  Julian has two younger sisters.  
His parents are originally from the state of 
Sinaloa.  Julian gained a university degree 
in engineering in Tijuana.  He also has 
been active in the youth ministry of the 
Oblate parish and after a couple years of 
personal reflection he made a decision to 
enter the Oblate formation program.
KEVIN ABIEL MAZARIEGOS VELÁZQUEZ, 20,  
is in his first year as a pre-novice.  He has 
one older sister and two younger siblings.  
Kevin spent much of his life in Mexico’s 
southernmost state of Chiapas.  He moved  
to Tijuana in 2019 and has been involved in 
parish youth ministry through which he 
became an Oblate Affiliate. 

Pre-Novices Discern Their Calling In Mexicali
The Missionary Oblates of the United States Province run a pre-novitiate program in 

Mexicali, B.C., Mexico.  Men who are interested in religious life as a Missionary Oblate 
study and discern their calling while part of the pre-novitiate community. Here are brief 
profiles of the current pre-novices in Mexicali.
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Etienne Kabemba is at the start of his journey as a Missionary 
Oblate.  But he has probably already traveled to more countries than 
any other Missionary Oblate in the world.

Etienne has visited 92 countries and 686 cities in an adventurous 
life that has landed him today at the Oblate novitiate in Godfrey, 
Illinois.

“I have been blessed to experience so many cultures during my 
adult life,” said Etienne, age 46.  “But now it is time for me to get back 
to my first desire, and that is to become a priest.”

Etienne began thinking about becoming a priest while growing up 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  His mom had considered the 
idea of becoming a nun when she was young, but her family objected 
because she was the oldest child and needed to take care of her younger 
siblings.

Etienne’s father is Protestant but was fine with his children being 
raised Catholic.  His father even taught Etienne how to say the rosary.

It was in Congo that Etienne first met the Oblates.  He spent a 
couple of years at the Oblate pre-novitiate there but decided that it was 
just not the right time for him to commit to religious life.  So he spent 
about 15 years traveling around the world to experience an abundance 
of lifestyles and cultures.

Etienne would work a variety of jobs such as washing dishes in 
order to fund his travels.  In 2002 his adventures took him to Canada 
where he would earn a nursing degree and spent 15 years working in 
hospitals in Montreal.

ALWAYS  
DIFFERENT  

AND ALWAYS 
UNIQUE
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Etienne says that caring for people is part of his personality and 
that the Oblate charism of reaching out to the most abandoned appeals 
to that part of himself.  He eventually began to reconnect with the 
Oblates in Canada.  He entered the pre-novitiate program in  
Canada and last year joined the Oblate novitiate community in 
Godfrey, Illinois.

Etienne is one of five novices spending a year in Godfrey 
discerning their calling to Oblate life.  The novice class is truly 
international.  Joining Etienne is an American who was born  
in Venezuela and three young novices from the African nation  
of Zambia.

As the senior member of the novitiate class, Etienne is able to help 
the younger novices deal with the culture shock of coming to the 
Midwestern United States from Africa.  

If everything goes as planned, Etienne will be ordained an Oblate 
priest in about six years.  He will then receive his first assignment 
from his Provincial.  He might be assigned to Canada, the  
United States, Congo or one of about 65 other countries where  
the Oblates minister.

For someone who has visited 92 countries, finding a place to  
call home in the Oblate world won’t be a problem.

“My travel has allowed me to adapt to a lot of different places  
and environments,” said Etienne.  “Every place I have been has been 
different and unique and that is what I expect my life as an Oblate  
to be, always different and always unique.” 
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Brother Tom Ruhmann, O.M.I. recently 
celebrated his 50th Anniversary as a Missionary 
Oblate brother.  Over that time, he has 
remained committed to a simple yet important 
philosophy: “My life is being enriched because  
I am able to enrich the lives of others.”

Brother Tom’s journey of enriching lives as 
an Oblate began in an unusual way.  He grew 
up in the rural, southern Illinois town of 
Hecker with five brothers and three sisters.  In 
the eighth grade he decided he wanted to attend 
a prep seminary and inquired about enrolling at 
the one affiliated with the Diocese of Belleville.

Unfortunately, the Belleville Diocese had 
already accepted their allotment of students for 
that year at St. Henry’s Seminary.  So, the 
Vocation Director suggested he go there with 
the Oblates for a year and then he could transfer 
to the diocese the next year.

e ENRICHING Life 
of Brother om

Those plans went by the wayside when 
Bro. Tom enrolled at St. Henry’s.  He 
immediately felt at home, and when it was time 
to transfer to the diocese, he said no thanks.

“I was attracted to the Oblates because of 
their strong emphasis on community living,” 
says Bro. Tom.  “It is very important to me  
to be able to share ideas, energy and talents in 
order to respond to the needs of the ministry 
you are called to.”

Brother Tom made his first vows as an 
Oblate in 1970.  Since then, he has worked 
throughout the Midwest in formation 
ministries, at retreat houses, parishes and 
leading an Oblate ministry providing spiritual 
enrichment to people with disabilities.

Brother Tom’s work in formation included 
assignments at an Oblate minor seminary in 
Carthage, Missouri the Oblate novitiate in 

We are  
all called  

to develop our 
relationships  

with God  
and others
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Godfrey, Illinois and with pre-novices in 
Omaha, Nebraska.  While in Omaha, Bro. Tom 
earned a Master’s in Christian Spirituality from 
Creighton University.

Parish ministries took Bro. Tom to some of 
the more isolated missions of the Oblates in the 
United States.  Growing up in a small farming 
community, Bro. Tom felt at home in the 
slower, more personal missionary work.

In Orr, Minnesota he ministered at parishes 
in a town of just 800 people.  In International 
Falls, Minnesota he wasn’t bothered by 
temperatures that would sometimes dip to 40 
below zero.  In Sisseton, South Dakota he 
ministered for three years on a Native 
American reservation.  The nearest McDonald’s 
was 60 miles away.

In 2005 Bro. Tom became the National 
Director of the Victorious Missionaries, an 
organization founded by the Oblates to provide 
spiritual support for persons with disabilities.  
The VMs are based at the National Shrine of 

Our Lady of the Snows where Bro. Tom’s office 
has been for the past 17 years.

“Nurturing one’s spirituality is an 
important dimension in anyone’s life –  
whether you have a disability or not,” says 
Bro. Tom.  “Everyone’s spirituality is built on 
the relationships that we have with God and 
with the people who are part of our lives.”

The VMs have six chapters throughout the 
United States.  They meet regularly for 
spiritual growth, renewal and fellowships.  
Members also take part in retreats and are called 
to a personal ministry of prayer and service.

“We are all called to develop our 
relationships with God and others,” said 
Bro. Tom.  “These relationships help us grow  
as persons and in our awareness that we are all 
beloved children of God.”

For more than 50 years, Bro. Tom has made 
countless people realize that they are beloved 
children of God.  He has been, and continues to 
be, a missionary of the Spirit.  Brother Tom has 
lived an enriched life, while enriching the lives 
of others. 

We are  
all called  

to develop our 
relationships  

with God  
and others
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Outside of Jennifer Conklin’s office  
is a row of photographs of 
Missionary Oblates.  The priests in 

the photos were former Directors of the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows 
and the Missionary Association.  

The first photograph is of Fr. Edwin 
Guild, O.M.I. the legendary Oblate who 
founded the Shrine and Missionary 
Association and oversaw those ministries for 
nearly 40 years.  Father Guild had many titles 
and received many honors.  But to Jennifer, 
he was simply “Uncle Edwin.”

Jennifer is Fr. Guild’s great niece.  When 
she recently became the Office Manager for 
the Oblates’ support office in Belleville, 
Illinois she extended a family tradition with 
the Oblates and Shrine that has stretched for 
generations.

“Father Guild was always so kind and 
loving and such a compassionately caring 
man,” said Jennifer.  “He loved his biological 
and Oblate families so dearly.”

Father Guild grew up on a farm in 
southern Illinois.  He attended the Oblates’ 
St. Henry’s minor seminary in Belleville and 
was ordained a Missionary Oblate priest on 
June 11, 1938 at St. Peter’s Cathedral in 
Belleville at the age of 33.

While working at St. Henry’s, Fr. Guild 
helped start the Missionary Association of 
Mary Immaculate to foster devotion to the 
Blessed Mother under the title of Our Lady 
of the Snows.  Through Fr. Guild’s 
leadership, devotion to Our Lady of the 
Snows grew tremendously, so much  
so that the Oblates decided to build the 
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows  
in Belleville.

All in the 
Mazenodian 

Family
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Beginning in 1958, Fr. Guild 
oversaw the planning, building and 
expansion of the Shrine.  The Shine’s 
popularity grew extensively and began 
attracting more than one million 
visitors a year under Fr. Guild’s 
leadership.

As the Shrine grew, Jennifer was 
growing up in southern Illinois; 
and through Fr. Guild was part of  
the Oblate family from the very 
beginning.  Father Guild married 
Jennifer’s parents and was usually in 
attendance at all the big family 
events.

When  Jennifer’s grandparents, Clarence 
and Edith Guild moved from Tamms, 
Illinois to Belleville, they began working for 
the Oblates.  Edith worked at the Missionary 
Association office helping to process 
donations to the Oblates and Clarence 
worked as a groundskeeper at the Shrine.

“As a child I spent a lot of time with my 
Guild grandparents and we would often go to 
Mass at the Shrine,” said Jennifer.  “Mass at 
the Outdoor Amphitheatre was always 
special because of how it beautifully blends 
faith and nature.”

Jennifer’s mom, Jan, worked at the 
Oblates’ Missionary Association while 
attending Althoff High School through a 
work/study program.  Jan and her siblings 
volunteered at the Annual Shrine Novena.  
During the summer Jan would often stay 
with Fr. Guild’s sister, Margaret, and they 
would fill rosary boxes and do other gift 
production work for the Shrine in her garage.

In 2021 Jennifer officially became part of 
the Oblate family when she was named the 

Office Manger for the Oblates’ United States 
Province Support Office based in Belleville.  
She provides managerial and administrative 
services to Oblates not only in Belleville but 
in several states stretching as far away as 
Alaska.

Jennifer updates personnel files for the 
Oblates, maintains the Oblate vehicle f leet, 
coordinates special events and prepares 
routine and advanced correspondences.  She 
also serves as the liaison between the Oblate 
ministries in her states with the Oblates’ 
Provincial headquarters in Washington, D.C.

“It really felt like I came back home  
when I began working for the Oblates,” said 
Jennifer.  “They have been such an important 
part of my life and I’m sure they will continue 
to be for many more years to come.” 

Father Guild had many titles 
and received many honors.  

But to Jennifer, he was  
simply “Uncle Edwin.”
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“ The charism of St. Eugene De Mazenod  
is a gift of the Spirit to the Church, and it 
radiates throughout the world.  Lay people 
recognize that they are called to share in the 
charism according to their state in life.”
— O.M.I.  Constitutions and Rules #37 a & b

Celebrating  
the Mazenodian 

Family

When St. Eugene De Mazenod founded 
the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
he emphasized that his congregation would 
not be exclusively for priests and brothers.  
Instead, he made sure that lay people could 
also share in the Oblate ministries to 
evangelize the poor and most abandoned.

Today the Mazenodian Family consists of 
several branches, each with their own unique 
gifts to the congregation.  The branches 
include: Missionary Oblates, Honorary 
Oblates, Oblate Associates, Oblate 
Partnership, Oblate Mission Supporters, 
Oblate Youth, Oblate Afiliados and Oblate 
Employees.

The Mazenodian Family USA recently 
created a website to allow family members  
to share more fully in the charism of 
St. Eugene.  The website can be accessed  
at https://sites.google.com/view/
mazenodianfamily/home. 

The website provides information on the 
vision and mission of each branch of the 
Mazenodian Family with the hope that it 
will encourage more people to also form part 
of one of the branches of the family.  It also 
provides resources and links for further 
spiritual growth in the charism.  

These resources include monthly 
oraisons, video reflections, a blog and an 
Oblate Prayer Book.  Several of the resources 
are also available in Spanish.

Oblate World  –  OMIUSA.ORG 30
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WE TRULY APPRECIATE  your  
generous support of the Missionary Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate and our service to the poor.   
Are you interested in continuing this support for 
years or generations to come?  You can when you 
leave a legacy to help the Oblates spread the Good 
News of Jesus Christ by feeding the hungry, caring 
for the sick and giving shelter to the homeless here 
at home and around the world.

BECOME A CO-MISSIONARY  
WITH THE OBLATES

To help you better understand your legacy 
options, the Oblates have put together 

a simple brochure explaining 
various gift giving opportunities.  

To receive your free, Leave a 
Legacy with Lasting Impact 
brochure, simply contact 
Dawn at 1-800-233-6264  
or email charitablegifts@
oblatesusa.org.  

Leave a legacy

1-800-233-6264 • oblategiving.org

M222WD_Oblate World-Summer 2022.indd   31M222WD_Oblate World-Summer 2022.indd   31 3/23/22   1:00 PM3/23/22   1:00 PM



W
OR

LD
Ob

lat
e W

OR
LD

Ob
lat

e
M

ag
az

in
e

Fo
r m

or
e i

nf
or

ma
tio

n a
bo

ut
 th

e 
mi

nis
tri

es
 of

 th
e M

iss
ion

ar
y O

bla
tes

, 
sca

n t
his

 co
de

 on
 yo

ur
 di

git
al 

de
vic

e.

“A
ll

 t
ha

t 
is

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 is

  
“A

ll
 t

ha
t 

is
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 is
  

a 
li

tt
le

 c
ou

ra
ge

 a
nd

 c
on

fi
de

nc
e  

a 
li

tt
le

 c
ou

ra
ge

 a
nd

 c
on

fi
de

nc
e  

in
 G

od
, w

ho
 w

il
l 

sh
ow

 u
s 

th
e 

w
ay

  
in

 G
od

, w
ho

 w
il

l 
sh

ow
 u

s 
th

e 
w

ay
  

an
d 

w
ho

 w
il

l 
ne

ve
r 

ab
an

do
n 

u
s.

” 
an

d 
w

ho
 w

il
l 

ne
ve

r 
ab

an
do

n 
u

s.
” 

ST
. E

U
G

EN
E 

D
E 

M
A

ZE
N

O
D

ST
. E

U
G

EN
E 

D
E 

M
A

ZE
N

O
D

N
on

-P
ro

fit
 O

rg
.

U
S

 P
os

ta
ge

PA
ID

M
is

si
on

ar
y 

O
bl

at
es

 
of

 M
ar

y 
Im

m
ac

ul
at

e

94
80

 N
or

th
 D

e 
M

az
en

od
 D

riv
e

B
el

le
vi

lle
, I

lli
no

is
  6

22
23

-1
16

0
om

iu
sa

.o
rg

M222WD_Oblate World-Summer 2022.indd   32M222WD_Oblate World-Summer 2022.indd   32 3/23/22   1:00 PM3/23/22   1:00 PM


