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From the Provincial 
Fr.  Louis Studer, O. M. I.

Fr. Louis Studer, O.M.I.
Provincial, United States Province

Dear Friend,
In 1997 I was named the Director of the 

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows. 
One of the first persons I met when I 
arrived was Fr. Clarence Zachman, O.M.I.

Father Clarence was 77 years old at 
the time, and I couldn’t keep up with 
him.  He would spend the morning 
helping visitors at the Shrine Hotel plan 
their day.  Then he would spend hours 
giving tours to visiting groups, always 
with a smile on his face and without 
notes.  And in the evening, when most of us had gone home, he would often 
be visiting with individual pilgrims who simply needed a friend to talk with.

I remember telling a co-worker that Fr. Clarence was going to live to be 
100.  Well, 23 years later Fr. Clarence did indeed turn 100, and there is still  
no slowing him down.

Most of Fr. Clarence’s ministry today is at the Esquiline retirement 
community located at the Shrine, where it’s pretty clear he is one of the 
most popular persons there.  Everybody from the residents to the staff to  
his brother Oblates love Fr. Clarence.

Just a few days after I arrived at the Shrine, Fr. Clarence came over and 
gave me his business card.  I didn’t need it, but he wanted me to have the  
card because of the message he had printed on it — God loves you and so do I.

Over the past year, I have thought about Fr. Clarence’s message often.  
Through a pandemic, racial tension and political turmoil, I was reassured  
by remembering those simple words — God loves you and so do I.

As we hopefully begin to return to life as normal, I pray that you will 
always know that God, Fr. Clarence and I love you, and that we thank you  
for the generosity you have shown to the Missionary Oblates.

In Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,

OBLATE WORLD 
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Page 4-5 — Fr. Zachman 100th birthday.

A Sign Of  
God’s Love  

For 100 Years

On November 2, 2000, Fr. Clarence 
Zachman, O.M.I. celebrated his 100th 
Birthday.  The senior Oblate in the 
United States has ministered all over 
the world, and for nearly 40 years to 
pilgrims at the National Shrine of  
Our Lady of the Snows.

Born on a snowy day to devout 
Catholic parents in Rogers, Minnesota 
he shared family life with three brothers 
and three sisters.  One of his younger 
brothers, Francis, also became an 
Oblate while his sisters joined the 
School Sisters of St. Francis in 
Milwaukee.  Two of them are still living, 
Sr. Cecilia and Sr. Rosalia.

He attributes his own religious 
vocation to an encounter he had with 
Jesus at the time of his First 
Communion.  Told by the nuns that 
Jesus would grant anything they asked 
for on the occasion of their First 
Communion, young Clarence simply 
asked Jesus: “What do you want of me 
when I get big?”  And Jesus told him to 
become a priest. After high school, 

Clarence entered the Oblates’ minor 
seminary in Belleville, Illinois.  He was 
ordained to the priesthood in 1948. 

His first assignment was at the 
recently-opened Oblate minor 
seminary, Our Lady of the Ozarks, in 
Carthage, Missouri where he taught 
typing and religion and served as 
Treasurer until 1961.  In those years, 
besides keeping the books and keeping 
the seminarians and staff well fed, he 
often had to serve as chief maintenance 
person, picking up skills as plumber, 
electrician, groundskeeper and general 
handyman. 

His life took a much different turn in 
1961 when he joined the United States 
Air Force as a Military Chaplain,  
and for the next 20 years was stationed 
in countries all over the world.  “As 
Oblates we are called to serve the 
poorest of the poor,” said Fr. Clarence. 
“As an Air Force Chaplain, I met many 
people who needed help, especially 
during wartime.  I was honored to serve 
people serving our country.” 

4 Oblate WOrld  –  OMIUSa.OrG 
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After his retirement from the Air 
Force in 1981, Fr. Clarence had a couple 
of brief stints in parish work before 
coming to the Shrine, where he first 
served as Chaplain at the Apartment 
Community. He later spent many years 
with the pilgrimage staff at the Shrine.

“I helped out wherever I was 
needed.  I would tell the pilgrims that 
God wants me to give them a 
message — that God loves you.  That is 
the Good News.  Eventually I developed 
the habit of telling people a simple 
message, ‘God loves you and so do I.’  
I’m sure I’ve repeated this phrase tens 
of thousands of times.  It’s such a 
simple but vitally important message to 
be reminded of.”

In January 2020, Fr. Clarence  
moved back to the Shrine where he  
now resides at the St. Francis Assisted 
Living Center, a section of The Esquiline 
retirement community. 

On the morning of November 2, 
local Oblates and some employees 

Page 4-5 — Fr. Zachman 100th birthday.

gathered around the entrance to the 
St. Francis Center with gifts and a large 
homemade card signed by all the 
Oblates.  Father Clarence greeted the 
well-wishers and a “mini-party” took 
place in a safe, socially-distanced 
outdoor environment.  The delighted 
Fr. Clarence held court with his brother 
Oblates and other well-wishers thanking 
them for the gifts and their presence on 
his special day.

Two years ago, on the occasion of 
his 70th Anniversary of priesthood, he 
stated: “What keeps me young is that  
I am always looking to improve my 
personal relationship with God.   
God has always had a plan for me.   
And I know that He will continue to 
have a plan for me for as long as I live.  
It’s simple, just let God be God, because 
God is love.  I am always being 
reminded of His love.  God has taken 
care of me every single day, and He  
will do so for every day to come.” 

June  2021 5

JUNE_2021 Oblate World.indd   5 4/6/21   9:54 AM

saraha
Sticky Note
not sure what this goes to, it is off page but showing on the bleed

saraha
Sticky Note
Check space, looks like one space



Father Ray Cook, O.M.I. is living 
proof that good things come to those 
who wait.

To say that Fr. Ray was a late 
bloomer to a religious vocation would 
be an understatement.  He was 35 years 
old when he decided to join the 
Missionary Oblates’ formation program.

“It was a slow process for me, it took 
years to decide on religious life,” said 
Fr. Ray.  “I never had a big conversion 
moment, it came gradually.”

Born in Connecticut, Fr. Ray grew up 
interested in religious life but didn’t 
discern his calling at the time.  His 
interest was in technology and he  
found work as a Network Administrator 
for the Shubert Theatre in New Haven, 
Connecticut.  Later he worked for  
Yale New Haven Hospital where he 
had several software and database 
responsibilities.

For five years Fr. Ray also traveled 
the United States teaching as a 
Microsoft Authorized Instructor.  During 
a stay in St. Louis, he happened to visit 
the National Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Snows across the river in Belleville, 
Illinois.  He felt at home, and the idea  
of religious life returned.

Father Ray applied to join the 
Oblates in 2003.  His formation journey 
took nine years, during which time he 
was struck by the Oblates’ desire to 
serve the poor and most in need.  He 
also found the Oblates to be very down 
to earth, and he identified with their 
strong devotion to Mary.  In 2012 
Fr. Ray was ordained a Missionary 
Oblate priest.

Father Ray’s first assignment 
brought him back to Belleville where his 
Oblate journey had begun.  He was a 
member of the staff at King’s House 

Page 6-8 — Fr. Ray Cook.

A Journey Of 
Perseverance 

And Joy

6 Oblate WOrld  –  OMIUSa.OrG 

JUNE_2021 Oblate World.indd   6 4/6/21   9:54 AM



Page 6-8 — Fr. Ray Cook.

In addition to serving the needs of 
the students, Fr. Ray is also available  
to the faculty and staff at Rice as well 
as people in the community who come 
to the university chapel for prayer 
and guidance.

When Fr. Ray works with students, 
he makes sure to teach them Oblate 
values.  One of those values is  
perseverance.

As an Oblate, Fr. Ray took four  
vows at his ordination, the traditional 
vows of poverty, chasity and obedience, 
along with a unique Oblate vow of 
perseverance.  Father Ray knows all 
about perseverance.  He was 44 years 
old when he finally became a priest and 
found his ultimate joy.  Today, he is 
helping young people persevere through 
their trials and difficulties so that they 
too can find their ultimate joy. 

Retreat and Renewal Center and also 
helped out at area parishes.  Father 
Ray’s ministry also took him to the 
impoverished East St. Louis community 
where he started a youth group at the 
Family Center run by the Sparkill 
Dominican Sisters.

In 2014 Fr. Ray’s Oblate journey  
took him to a vastly different mission 
field, at one of the most prestigious 
universities in the country.  He became 
Director of the Newman Center and  
the Chaplain and Administrator of 
St. Mary’s Chapel at Rice University  
in Houston, Texas.

Ministering to students at an 
acclaimed university may not seem  
to be missionary work.  But Fr. Ray  
soon discovered that the students have 
many of the same struggles as other 
young people, and sometimes even 
additional difficulties.

“All of the students here were at the 
top of their class in high school,” said 
Fr. Ray.  “But when they get here they 
are in a competitive environment with 
others who are just as academically 
included, and that can be alarming for 
them when they are suddenly ‘not the 
best’ in their class.”

Father Ray’s work is diverse.  Along 
with the pastoral and administration 
work that goes along with 600 
community and student members,  
his ministry includes everything from 
baptisms to funerals.  He is also a 
Certified Disaster Care Specialist with 
the diocesan response team for the  
Red Cross, Chaplain of the Serra Club  
of Houston and last year earned a 
Doctor of Ministry in the field of 
Preaching while working full time.
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Oblate Crossings

Page 6-8 — Fr. Ray Cook.

Father Ray Discusses His Covid-19 Vaccine Trial
“Last May a Rice alumnus, who works for the Texas 

Drug and Development Center, put out a call for volunteers 
for the new Covid-19 vaccine from Pfizer.  Because it was 
hitting so close to home, and my call as an Oblate compels 
me, I decided to sign up as a volunteer to participate in the 
study.  I discussed it with my friends and family and most 
advised against it because I am asthmatic.  But after  
much time in prayer and guidance from Our Lord Jesus,  
I decided to proceed.”

“In August I arrived at the appointment that lasted four 
hours as they went through my complete medical history.  
They had to make sure that if I reacted to the vaccine it 
was clear what might have caused the reaction.  I received 
the first of two doses.  I sat there to wait for any severe 
reactions.” 

“Everything seemed fine so they sent me home with 
emergency contact cards, a Covid-19 test kit (that they 
could retrieve at any hour of the day or night should I 
come down with symptoms), a thermometer, a gauge to 
measure the injection site and an app to record 
daily updates.”

“The next day I was scheduled to give blood and was 
informed that I would be unable to give blood for two 
years so they could determine how this vaccine affected 
the bloodstream.  Needless to say, this was a bit nerve-
racking as I entered into an unknown study that will 
continue until August of 2022.”

“A few weeks later I received the second injection.   
A couple of days later I could hardly move as I was so 
exhausted.  Fortunately the next day I felt fine.”

“The trial was a double-blind study, which means that 
the participant nor the doctors know if you are receiving 
the vaccine or the placebo.  Turns out I received the 
placebo because I eventually contracted Covid-19.  I then 
received the vaccine as part of a study for vaccine 
efficacy.” 

“Of course, I will continue to pray that the poor in our 
world will have access to the new vaccines.  I also give 
thanks to God for creating minds that are able to protect 
the world through science.”

8 Oblate WOrld  –  OMIUSa.OrG 
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Oblate Crossings
A Special Covid-19 Ministry

Brother Oskar Sosna, O.M.I., an Oblate 
seminarian in Poland, has been living and 
working in a hospital since October where he 
ministers to victims of Covid-19.  He lives in 
the old administration building and spends 
about ten hours a day looking after the 
spiritual and physical needs of Covid-19 
victims.  Brother Oskar changes diapers, gives 
baths, takes people to the bathroom, monitors 
oxygen tanks and feeds the most severely sick 
patients.  

Brother Oskar also prays every morning with the 
staff at the hospital who must deal with the ongoing 
stress of working in such a difficult environment.

“The sick have been left without the sacraments,” said Bro. Oskar.  “They 
feel good that there is a religious now that comes by to look after them and pray 
with and for them.  I am so glad that I can be Jesus’ apostle here.”

Page 6-8 — Fr. Ray Cook.

Acclaimed Oblate Joins OST Staff
Father Thomas Klosterkamp, O.M.I. has been named the 

new Professor of Church History at Oblate School of Theology 
in San Antonio, Texas.

Well known to many Oblates worldwide, Fr. Thomas was 
born in Germany in 1965 and was ordained an Oblate priest  
in 1994.  He is one of the few Oblates worldwide who have  
the distinction of having served as Provincial Superior of two 
provinces, the German Province and the newly-formed  
Central European Province comprised of Oblates in Germany, Austria and 
Czech Republic.

After his time as Provincial, he was called to Rome for research work and 
eventually, in 2013, to serve as Local Superior of the General House community.  
In 2014 he took on the added role of General Postulator for the Oblates causes 
for beatification and canonization.

With his broad experience and knowledge, Fr. Thomas is a great addition to 
the education of future ministers of the Church.

June  2021 9

JUNE_2021 Oblate World.indd   9 4/6/21   9:54 AM



In Scripture, we are reminded that “A happy heart 
makes a cheerful face.”  Father Gilmond Boucher, O.M.I. 
has embodied those words for more than 60 years as a 
Missionary Oblate priest.

Father Gil has used his happy heart to bring smiles to 
the faces of people around the world.  He was ordained in 
1958 and spent the first four years of ministry trenching 
at a high school seminary.  He then spent most of his 
Oblate life in parish ministry in New England, Florida and 
for five years at a parish in Tahiti.

Everywhere Fr. Gil ministered, he was known for  
his quick wit.  Friends would give him jokes and he  
would use them in his homilies, the church bulletin and 
other correspondences.

“Eventually I had quite a pile of jokes so we decided 
that I should publish them into what became two booklets 
of jokes,” said Fr. Gil.

The title of the booklets, “Fr. Gloat Gleanings,” was 
also based on humor.  Father Gil got the nickname 
“Fr. Gloat” because he was always gloating and bragging 
about his golf game.

Today Fr. Gil continues to put smiles on faces at the 
Oblate Residence in Tewksbury, Massachusetts a home 
for elder and infirmed Oblates.  At age 88, he continues to 
use his happy heart to make cheerful faces.  

Page 12-13 — Our Lady of Pontmain
Page 14-15 — Tijuana story
Page 16-17 — Centerspread.  You can play with this one.  It’s 

photos of stained glass windows at Oblate sites in the U.S. with 
just a little copy.  I pulled a bunch but if you know of some from 
the shrine you can put them in here too.

Page 18-19 — Fr. Jim Allen vocation story
Page 20-21 — Fr. Jim Foelker
Page 22-23 — St. Peter Julian Eymard
Page 24-25 — Seminarian Zane Nong
Page 26 — Four Oblates take final vows
Page 27 — Fr. Hill Night Ministry
Page 28-29 — Donor Highlight — It’s a shorter version of a 

CPG story
Page 30 — Oblate Crossings
Page 31 — CPG AD
Back cover — whatever you like

Page 10-11 — Fr. Gil Boucher

Father Gil  
Makes Everyone Smile
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Page 10-11 — Fr. Gil Boucher

AMEN:  The only part of a prayer that everyone knows.

BULLETIN:  1. Parish information, read only  
during the homily/sermon.  2. Your receipt for 
attending Mass.

CHOIR:  A group of people whose singing allows the rest  
of the congregation to lip sync.

HOLY WATER:  A liquid whose chemical formula 
is H2OLY.

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  The last song at Mass, often 
sung a little more quietly since most of the people have 
already left.

INCENSE:  Holy Smoke!

JESUITS:  An order of priests known for their ability 
to found colleges with good basketball teams.

JONAH:  The original “Jaws” story.

JUSTICE:  When kids have kids of their own.

KYRIE ELEISON:  The only Greek words that most 
Catholics can recognize besides gyros and baklava.

MAGI:  The most famous trio to attend a baby shower.

MANGER:  1. Where Mary gave birth to Jesus because 
Joseph wasn’t covered by an HMO.  2.  The Bible’s way 
of showing us that holiday travel has always 
been rough.

PEW:  A medieval torture device still found in 
Catholic churches.

PROCESSION:  The ceremonial formation at the 
beginning of Mass, consisting of altar servers, the 
celebrant and late parishioners looking for great seats.

RELICS:  People who have been going to Mass for so long 
they actually know when to sit, kneel and stand.

TEN COMMANDMENTS:  The most important  
Top Ten list not given by David Letterman.

USHERS:  The only people in the parish who don’t know 
the seating capacity of a pew.

Here are a few examples  
from Fr. Gil’s “Catholic Dictionary”  

that he hopes will brighten your day:
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In January, Catholics from 
around the world celebrated the 
150th Anniversary of a miraculous 
apparition of Our Lady in a small 
French village.  For the Missionary 
Oblates, the celebration was a 
family affair.

The apparition of Our Lady of 
Pontmain (also known as Our Lady 
of Hope) took place in the village of 
Pontmain, France.  At the time, 
France and Prussia were at war and 
many of the young men from 
Pontmain were involved in area 
battles.  The Prussian army was 
very close to Pontmain and the 
villagers prayed every day for the 
safe return of their sons.

On January 17, 1871, Eugene 
Barbedette, age 12, and his brother 
Joseph, age 10, were feeding cattle 
on their family farm.  They were 
also praying the rosary, asking for 
the safe return of their brother, 
Auguste, who was fighting in the 

war.  As the boys stepped out of the 
family’s barn, they looked up and 
saw a vision of the Blessed Mother 
in the evening sky.

The boys called out to their 
father who could not see the vision.  
When the parish priest and other 
villagers arrived they too could not 
see Our Lady.  However when two 
neighborhood girls arrived they 
confirmed the presence of the 
Blessed Mother.

Our Lady appeared to the 
children for three hours and gave 
them a message of prayer and hope.  
She told them, “Pray my children, 
God will hear you in a little while.”

Just a few days later, the Prussian 
army began to retreat from the 
area.  In less than ten days a peace 
agreement had been signed.  The 
villagers considered the sudden end 
to the conflict a miracle.  The local 
bishop questioned the four children, 
recognized the authenticity of the 

A Celebration Of Faith And Hope
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apparition and approved devotion  
to Our Lady of Pontmain.

The Oblate connection to  
Our Lady of Pontmain includes the 
youngest visionary, Joseph.  
 The youngster had always been 
fascinated by the Catholic faith.  At 
a very young age he told his parents 
he wanted to be a missionary. 

Joseph would later decide to join 
the Missionary Oblates, a newly-
created order of priests and brothers 
focused on ministering to the poor 
in the French countryside.  Joseph 
was ordained an Oblate priest in 
1884 and ministered in parishes for 
46 years.  He was known as the 
“Priest of Mercy.”

Shortly after the apparition was 
recognized, several Catholic 

congregations asked the local bishop 
if they could minister to pilgrims 
who began visiting the site.  Bishop 
Casimir Wicart decided to choose 
the little-known Missionary Oblates 
because he said the Oblates focused 
on ministering to “the humble 
people who come to Mary with their 
ultimate hope in her.”

The Oblates arrived in  
Pontmain in 1872.  They organized 
pilgrimages, built a temporary 
chapel and then the basilica with a 
capacity of 1,500 worshipers.  Today 
the Oblates have a retreat center 
next to the shrine where several 
Oblate chaplains help to take care of 
the needs of about 300,000 pilgrims 
every year. 

Joseph Barbedette, 
 far left in this photo,  

was the youngest 
visionary of Our Lady 

of Pontmain and 
eventually became a 

Missionary 
Oblate priest.
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Page 14-15 — Tijuana story

Changing Lives In Tijuana
Every day the Missionary Oblates in Tijuana, B.C., Mexico encounter wonderful 

people who just need a helping hand.  Rich Reader and David Rizo, co-missionaries 
with the Oblates in Tijuana, share the stories of two people who are having their 
lives enriched by the Oblates and the benefactors who support their ministries.

It is with great joy we announce  
that Ernesto was Baptized.  Ernesto  
is one of the 2018 migrants who has 
stayed in Tijuana to make a new life.  
While his dream was to cross into the 
U.S., he has found a home here in 
Tijuana with the Oblate parish.  Like 
many migrants from Central America, 
Ernesto is unable to return to his country 
because of the gang violence. 

Ernesto was not a very religious young man because of 
all the violence he witnessed in his country.  However, after 
his encounter with the faith community of the Oblate 
parish, his life has been transformed.  He has experienced 
firsthand compassion, generosity and authentic love from 
many community members.  This encouraged him to get 
Baptized and receive his other Sacraments.  The Oblate 
parish employs him to do maintenance work.  They are also 
helping him to seek his dream of going to a university in 
Tijuana and to become an engineer.  He still has family in 
El Salvador that he hopes to bring to Tijuana someday. 

We streamed the Baptism so that his family and some 
dear friends in Albuquerque, New Mexico who have been 
very influential in his journey, could see the culmination of 
their prayers and support.  Ernesto selected Fr. Jesse 
Esqueda, O.M.I. to be his Baptism Godfather.

A Life Transformed
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Sometimes the trials in a family seem greater 
than what our meager efforts can address.

Anselma is a 62 year old woman who has three 
children that she says God is using to prove her 
strength and courage.  Jose is 24 and is a special 
needs young man.  He spends his day on his bed 
needing constant care; diapers, feeding, baths, etc.  
He does not know more than a few words and 
always seems to be demanding attention but lacks 
the ability to focus.  

Anselma has two daughters, Maria and Berenice.  
They think Maria has breast cancer.  Maria also has 
two daughters who are mute.  Berenice has a 
daughter, Joselin, who suffers with leukemia.  They 
told us that Joselin has needed blood donors (one 
per month) for the last six years.  

While we cannot offer cures for these situations, 
we do what we can to lighten the burden.  We help 
with medications, transportation to medical 
appointments, food baskets and diapers.  Our 
medical students have accompanied us to help 
assess what we can do.

Anselma always asks for our prayers and we do 
pray with her.  She sometimes gets so tired of the 
trials that she just wants to give up.  But she keeps 
going on.  

Joselin, the child with leukemia, tells us that she 
would love to go to school like regular girls.  But her 
mother says she is just too fragile.  Joselin also tells 
us her favorite thing is to have her mother read her 
a story.  She is blessed with the sense of hearing 
that her young cousins lack.

Inspired by Joselin, we reached out to some of 
the youth in the parish for blood donations and six 
volunteered to help.  These youths got up very 
early, gave their time, lost wages and donated blood 
without hesitancy.  

Page 14-15 — Tijuana story

Every day the Missionary Oblates in Tijuana, B.C., Mexico encounter wonderful 
people who just need a helping hand.  Rich Reader and David Rizo, co-missionaries 
with the Oblates in Tijuana, share the stories of two people who are having their 
lives enriched by the Oblates and the benefactors who support their ministries.

She Keeps Going On
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The Beauty Of God’s Love
The stained glass windows on these pages 
add to the beauty of Oblate churches and 
ministries throughout the United States.

“ St. Eugene De Mazenod,  
founder of the Missionary Oblates,  
can be seen as a stained glass window  
who shows us the beauty of the love  
of God as Saviour.”  Fr. Frank Santucci, O.M.I.
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I consider myself an Oblate lifer  
in the sense that as long as I can 
remember I wanted to be a priest. 
I didn’t have any real deep, profound 
spiritual reason why I wanted to follow 
that path.  I wanted to do the things 
father did in the parish.  So even in the 
earliest grades I remember telling my 
little girlfriend that she could be my 
housekeeper when I became a priest.

When I was in eighth grade  
I made my decision that I wanted to go 
to a minor seminary.  My pastor and 
the assistant in the parish didn’t really 
believe in minor seminaries.  My 
mother even sent me to the office of the 
Assistant Pastor thinking he could talk 
me out of it because she wasn’t keen  
on me going away from home at 14.   
So I decided to start writing to a couple 
of religious orders.

Then in eighth grade a Missionary 
Oblate of Mary Immaculate came to 
talk to us at school, Fr. Valentine 
Goetz, O.M.I.  That’s when I began to 
bond with the Oblates.  I went to a 
workshop week at our minor seminary 

in Carthage, Missouri.  There were 
Oblate scholastics there who were 
wonderful men and who would become 
wonderful priests.  I simply liked them 
and I wanted to be one of them.

I was accepted to attend the minor 
seminary in the ninth grade but for 
some reason, I don’t even remember 
now, I didn’t go.  So I went to a Catholic 
high school in Omaha.  I was very 
unhappy there and it was obvious that it 
wasn’t where I needed to be. 

In May of my freshman year I was at 
Tuesday evening devotion at my parish 
and my little sister came over to church 
and found me.  She said there was a 
priest who called and is going to call  
me back.  It was an Oblate from the 
minor seminary, Fr. Al Svobodny, O.M.I. 
and he told me the Oblates were still 
interested in me.  I was ready to go.  
I would have packed up and gone the 
next day if I could, but I had to wait  
and go in the fall.

In 1958 I finished junior college and 
moved on to the Oblate Novitiate in 
Godfrey, Illinois.  It was an intense year of 

Page 18-19 — Fr. Jim Allen vocation story

Fr. Jim Allen, O.M.I.

MY VOCATION STORY
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spiritual preparation. 
They told us it was 
going to be the 
happiest year of our 
lives.  But frankly,  
I kept waiting and asking when the 
happiness was going to begin.  But I got 
through it and pronounced my first 
vows as an Oblate.

I went to our scholasticate in 
Mississippi and got there on a Monday.  
On Friday the superior came into the 
dining room, rang the bell and said that 
I and another student were going to 
leave to study in Rome that night.  We 
went home first to visit with our family, 
and then took a ship to Italy knowing 
that for the next seven years we would 
not be able to return home.  I could 
accept that, it was part of the program.  

I took a ship to Rome on what was 
called a “Mediterranean Cruise.”  I was 
on the ocean for nine days and seasick 
for seven of them.  When I arrived in 
Italy I got culture shocked, but in a good 
way.  Studying in Rome would be one of 
the most life-changing events in my life.

I first lived at our community in 
Roviano about 30 miles east of Rome.  
At first it was not a very enjoyable 
experience.  It was in the mountains 
and at that time it was cold and damp.  
They didn’t have room for me so  

Page 18-19 — Fr. Jim Allen vocation story

MY VOCATION STORY

I actually slept in what was the barber 
shop.  The “running water” meant that 
you got water in a basin and ran down 
the hallway with it.  I was homesick.   
I was really eager to get out of there  
and down to Rome to our scholasticate.  

When I got to Rome we had  
108 students that first year from  
18 countries.  It was crowded, it was 
noisy and we lived over a very noisy 
street.  But I enjoyed it very much 
because being part of an international 
community was so important to me.  
During the summer we would go back 
to Roviano and it became a little 
paradise for me.  The people there  
did so much to shape the person that  
I am today.

My years in Italy really stretched  
me a lot.  I got to hear so many different 
opinions from students from around  
the world.  The time at the international 
scholasticate pulled me out of myself 
and gave me a worldview.  It truly had  
a profound impact on shaping me not 
only as a Missionary Oblate but also as 
a citizen of the world.  I feel that I am 
the Oblate, priest and man I am today 
because of my Rome experiences. 

Father Jim has fond memories of his time ministering 
as a seminarian to the people of Roviano, Italy.
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Father Jim Foelker, O.M.I. spent a lot 
of time on the road, so that pilots could 
let their spirits soar.

Father Jim was the Catholic Chaplain 
at Kingsville Naval Air Station in Texas. 
The military base is one of the U.S. 
Navy’s premier locations for jet 
aviation training.

The base is a six-hour roundtrip from 
Fr. Jim’s home in San Antonio.  But that 
didn’t stop Fr. Jim from making the trip 
at least once a week during his 
“retirement.”  As a proud American and 
priest, he felt it was his duty to minister 
at the base.

“If I didn’t go to Kingsville there 
would have been no Mass held on the 
base,” said Fr. Jim.  “It really was an 
ideal job for someone who is in reduced 
ministry, even with the long drive.”

Father Jim, age 90, recently had to 
give up his position as Chaplain at the 
base because of declining health.  But he 
still remains connected to the men and 
women at Kingsville through the power 
of prayer.

Kingsville Naval Air Station is home 
to about 1,500 military and civilian 
employees.  About 50 percent of the 
Navy and Marine tactical jet pilots are 
trained there every year.

Page 20-21 — Fr. Jim Foelker

Earning 
His Wings — 

Fr. Jim Foelker, O.M.I.

In addition to presiding at weekly 
Masses on the base, Fr. Jim also took 
part in events such as the “Blessings  
of the Wings.”  During the ceremony, 
newly-graduated pilots have their  
wing pins blessed and then pinned to  
a tapestry.  They are then prayed for at 
Mass and other services for their safe 
return from their missions.

Father Jim will not be earning any 
pilot wings, but he has been earning his 
angel wings throughout a life that has 
always been connected to the 
Missionary Oblates.

Father Jim was born in the Rio 
Grande Valley in 1930, about 20 miles 
from the Mexican border.  The Oblates 
ministered in the area and made a 
lasting impression on the youngster who 
began serving Mass every Monday 
morning at the age of six.

“I actually didn’t know that there 
were priests that weren’t Oblates,”  

Photo courtesy of NAS Kingsville Public Affairs
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One day Fr. Jim received a phone call 
from a man he had helped many years 
earlier.  The man had made his way to 
Louisiana and found work as a 
dishwasher.  He saved his money and 
eventually returned to Guatemala where 
he started a family business.

During his 65 years as a priest, 
gentleness has been a hallmark of 
Fr. Jim’s ministry.  He didn’t make any 
headlines or receive media attention, 
but in his simple way influenced and 
inspired countless people, one of whom 
is his brother Oblate, Fr. Andy 
Sensenig, O.M.I.

“From Fr. Jim I learned that being a 
good missionary is not having all the 
answers, but its having a willingness to 
travel with others, so that the answers 
can be found together,” said Fr. Andy.  
“Father Jim taught me that all I need to 
do is to help one person at a time, and 
the world will be changed.”

And Fr. Jim continues to  
change the world one person at  
a time, on land and in the air. 

said Fr. Jim.  “It wasn’t until I got to  
the seminary that I learned there were 
diocesan priests and other orders.   
But it never entered my mind that I 
would want to join them.  I always 
wanted to be an Oblate.”

Father Jim was ordained an Oblate 
priest in 1955.  His first assignment, as 
Assistant Pastor at a parish in Austin, 
Texas was not easy.  His pastor was 
strict, and the rookie priest got only one 
day off a month and had to preside at 
the 6:00 a.m. Mass every day.

Life eventually got less rigid  
as Fr. Jim ministered at parishes 
throughout Texas.  He also spent a few 
years ministering in New Orleans and 
also as a Hospital Chaplain.

When he ministered along the 
Mexican border, Fr. Jim reached out to 
the poor with their many faces.  He 
distributed food and clothing to anyone 
in need, regardless of how they arrived 
at his doorstep.

“I felt so sorry for them.  
All they wanted to do was 
feed their families,” said 
Fr. Jim.

Page 20-21 — Fr. Jim Foelker

Fr. Jim, far left back row, was just beginning his Oblate journey when this photo was taken in 1948
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Page 22-23 — St. Peter Julian Eymard

St. Peter 
Julian Eymard

When the founder of the Missionary 
Oblates, St. Eugene De Mazenod, was 
canonized in 1995, most people 
assumed that he was the first member 
of the Missionary Oblates family to be 
so honored by the church.  But 33 years 
earlier another former Oblate was 
canonized a saint, a man who credited 
De Mazenod and the Missionary Oblates 
with fostering his vocation to the  
priesthood.

Saint Peter Julian Eymard was born 
in France in 1811.  At the time of his 
First Communion, he knew he wanted 
to be a priest, but his father 
disapproved.  So the boy studied Latin 
on his own, with the encouragement of 
a Missionary Oblate priest, Fr. Touche.

The young man persisted in his 
calling to the priesthood and eventually 
entered the novitiate of the Missionary 
Oblates, an order of priests that was just 
a few years old at the time.  Eymard 
was overjoyed and wrote the following 
about joining the Oblate family:

“I remember the day I entered the 
novitiate of the Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate as if it were yesterday.   
The founder, Fr. Eugene De Mazenod, 
was very sick and we prayed for his 
recovery…It was here that I learned to 
make the Eucharist the center of my life 
and I grew in deeper love of Jesus in 
the Eucharist.”

But Eymard’s time at the novitiate 
was short as his health failed and he 
was sent home to die.  He recovered 
and with the help of Bp. De Mazneod 
was able to enter the diocesan seminary 
where he was ordained in 1834.  A few 

Eymard viewed the Eucharist as 
Christ’s gift of self out of love for us.
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Page 22-23 — St. Peter Julian Eymard

years later he joined the newly-formed 
Marist Congregation where he rose 
quickly to important posts in the 
society.  He earned a reputation as an 
outstanding preacher of Eucharistic 
devotions, such as the Forty Hours.

Although he loved being part of the 
Marist community, Eymard felt called 
by God to establish his own community 
dedicated to promoting the glory and 
reign of Jesus through the Eucharist.  
In 1856 he was granted permission by 
Pope Pius IX to create the Congregation 
of the Blessed Sacrament.

One of the primary functions of the 
new congregation was to prepare 
people for First Communion, especially 
adults.  Eymard viewed the Eucharist 
as Christ’s gift of self out of love for us.  
The congregation was not limited 
merely to the worship of the holy 
sacrament.  Members were also 
actively reaching out to those who were 
estranged from the church and to 
evangelize them.

The early years of the congregation 
were difficult.  There were times when 
the congregation was so poor that the 
priests and brothers had to receive food 
from a neighboring convent of sisters.

Eymard viewed the Eucharist as 
Christ’s gift of self out of love for us.

But through determination and 
perseverance the congregation began  
to take root.  After Fr. Eymard died in 
1868, the work of the congregation 
expanded prodigiously.  Today there are 
nearly 1,000 members ministering in 
29 countries on six continents.

In 1962 Pope John XXIII canonized 
Eymard at the end of the first session of 
the Second Vatican Council.  Pope John 
Paul II would later establish August 2 as 
the feast day of St. Peter Julian Eymard, 
the Apostle of the Eucharist. 
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Brother Fani Zane Nong, O.M.I. is 
currently studying for the priesthood at 
Oblate School of Theology in 
San Antonio, Texas.  He arrived in 
San Antonio on an Oblate journey that 
began about as far away as possible.

Brother Nong grew up in the small 
village of Mogobane near Ramotswa, 
Botswana.  He attended Mass at St. Ann 
Chapel, an outstation connected to 
St. Conrad’s mission.  The Oblates have 
served at the mission off and on 
since 1935.

“My vocation started very young 
because I was so impressed by the 
priests in the mission,” said Bro. Nong.   
“I wanted to always be like them, so  
I became an altar server and joined 
several parish youth programs.”

Brother Nong knew he wanted to be 
like the Oblates, but he wasn’t sure if he 
was being called to religious life.  He 
thought about becoming a social worker 
and serving the poor that way, but the 
more he learned about the Oblates the 
more he was convinced that he could  
best serve the poor through the  
priesthood.

“I joined the Oblates because of their 
charism.  Oblates are sent to the poor, 
and that is what I want to do,” said 
Bro. Nong.

Becoming a Missionary Oblate 
required Bro. Nong to travel extensively 
on his path to the priesthood.  Because 
there are less than a dozen Oblates in 
Botswana, there was no formal 
seminarian program for Bro. Nong to 
join.  So he was sent to Lesotho, for  
his pre-novitiate and novitiate studies.   
In 2017 he returned to Botswana for 
his internship.

In 2017 Bro. Nong got the shock  
of his life, one day prior to his 25th 
Birthday.  He assumed he would finish 
his studies in Africa, or possibly Asia.  
Instead, he was assigned to be part  
of the Oblate formation community in 
San Antonio, Texas.

Brother Nong is currently finishing 
his studies at Oblate School of Theology 
and is the first Botswanan to study in 
the United States.  When he is ordained, 
Bro. Nong will become only the third 
Oblate priest from Botswana. 

Page 24-25 — Seminarian Zane Nong

Four Oblates Profess Perpetual Vows

A Future 
Missionary  

For The Poor
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Page 24-25 — Seminarian Zane Nong

On February 16, four Oblates 
professed their perpetual vows at the 
Immaculate Conception Chapel of 
Oblate School of Theology in 
San Antonio, Texas.  The ceremony 
was broadcasted to allow family and 
friends to share in the experience from 
around the world.

Oblates Jean Emmanuel Meloncourt 
and Steven Montez professed perpetual 
vows for the United States Province, 
while Herat Mondol professed vows for 
the Bangladesh Delegation and Fani 
Zane Nong for the Botswana Mission.

Brother Jean Emmanuel was born in 
Haiti and came to the United States in 
2000 where he completed his studies 
in Electrical Engineering.  He joined the 
Oblates pre-novitiate program in 2013.  
During his recent internship at 
St. William’s Parish in Tewksbury, 
Massachusetts, he built a greenhouse 
with solar panels for a parishioner, took 
part in the homebound ministry of the 
parish by calling people during the 
pandemic and also shared Taizé-style 
prayer with young adults.

Brother Steven was born in Texas in 
1993.  He has been a theology student 
at Oblate School of Theology since 2016 
when he first professed vows.  Most 
recently he completed a year of 
pastoral internship at the Immaculate 
Conception Cathedral in Brownsville, 
Texas.  Brother Steven said being in the 
field when the pandemic came showed 
him firsthand how quickly a ministry 
can change out of necessity.

Brother Herat was born in 1989 in 
Bangladesh and has been studying at 

Oblate School of Theology since 2016.  
He is the first Oblate from Bangladesh 
to study in the United States.  During 
his internship year in Mission, Texas, 
he visited nursing centers, gave short 
reflections on the Scriptures in the 
parish, taught Catechism and 
participated in other parish activities.   
He also had the chance to learn about 
American and Mexican cultures in the 
bilingual parish.

Brother Zane was born in 1992 in 
Botswana and is the first Oblate from 
that country to study in the United 
States.  His pastoral internship took 
place in Africa where he was involved 
with youth ministry, visiting the sick 
and working in a prison. 

“Professing perpetual vows is not a 
result of preference but of having 
encountered Christ who first called 
me,” said Bro. Zane.  “It is a response 
to an invitation that exhorts me to 
share the love of Christ with all people.  
The joy that I had in encountering 
Christ moves me to want to give myself 
totally to Him and His Church as a 
servant in this religious institute.” 

Four Oblates Profess Perpetual Vows
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Prior to the United States holiday  
of Thanksgiving, the Feast of Christ  
the King; the Oblate Parish of  
Sacred Heart, guided by Pastor  
Fr. Bill Mason, O.M.I., prepared 100 
lunch bags of turkey/ham sandwiches,  
chips, a nutrition bar, cookies and a 
couple of drinks for the unhoused in  
San Francisco.  This project is part  
of Night Ministry (sfnightministry.org) 
founded in the 1960s.

This ministry, founded by the  
San Francisco Council of Churches, has 
grown in its outreach: ministering with 
the growing unhoused population of 
“The City.”  Night Ministers walk the 
streets of San Francisco engaging the 
night owls; handing out hand sanitizers 
and face masks during this pandemic, 
as well as new socks; an ongoing need 
of the unhoused. 

The “Night Ministry” has initiated 
ministry to the aging LGBTQ+ 
community and its Clinical Pastoral 

Education Program is introducing a 
Centering Prayer opportunity along 
with its established Buddhist 
meditation for clients suffering with a 
variety of emotional disabilities. 

The “Night Ministry” sponsors a 
national “Care Line” phone service, 
augmenting other crisis call services.  
Volunteer support counselors are 
available between the hours of 
8:00 p.m. until 4:00 a.m. (Pacific Time).  
I supervise the 10:00 p.m. – 2:00 a.m. 
shift regularly.  On Sundays and 
Thursdays “Night Ministry” hosts 
what is called “Open Cathedral,”  
an open-air worship service. 

It was this Sunday worship, in  
U.N. Plaza where the 1945 U.N. Charter 
was signed, that a small group of the 
unhoused faithful gathered to sing, 
pray, hear from the Scriptures and 
receive Communion. 

Sitting a safe six feet distance 
during the service, my mind wandered, 
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recalling the story of the Oblates’ 
founder, St. Eugene De Mazenod,  
who visited with the fishmongers of 
Marseille, France and preached to the 
poor, acknowledging their dismal 
position in society.  Looking around, 
soaking up the scene unfolding before 
me, it felt right to be in their space,  

ever so briefly, witnessing to the 
intrinsic human dignity of the teaming 
unhoused, a dignity denied or ignored 
by a city of tech wealth.

I was shaken out of my reverie, 
brought back to reality, when it was 
time to hand out the 100 lunches 
following the Sunday service.  At first, 
the handout was orderly, greeting each 
person and acknowledging them by 
name.  But as word spread like a 

California wildfire, I found myself 
surrounded and overwhelmed  
by the hoards of unhoused seeking  
a lunch bag.

There was no time to think, let 
alone greet each person. All human 
dignity evaporated in the moment  
of deprivation and survival instincts.   

I was heartbroken by the overwhelming 
needs that day, in the “Plaza” where 
world hope was born.

I continue my ministry on the  
call line and seek to stretch myself, 
reaching out to the unhoused and 
engaging the aging LGBTQ+ population 
of San Francisco.  With the support  
of Sacred Heart and my Oblate 
community I look towards deepening 
the Oblate charism within me. 

“Night Ministry” 
Shines Light Into Darkness

By Fr. Scott Hill, O.M.I.

I was shaken out of my reverie, brought back to reality, 
when it was time to hand out the 100 lunches
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Where  
There’s A Will,  
There’s A Way

Donor Highlight — It’s a shorter version of a CPG story

ADRIENNE PAGE didn’t have to look 
far to be inspired by the Missionary 
Oblates.  Her older brother was 
Fr. Angelo Siani, O.M.I. a legendary 
Oblate missionary to Japan.

Father Siani arrived as a young 
Oblate in Japan in 1965, and would 
spend nearly all of his priestly life 
ministering there, including two terms 
as the Oblate Superior.  Father Siani 
regularly wrote to family members 
about his experiences in Japan:   
“My nose is too big and my skin is  
the wrong color, but despite that I feel 
accepted and am very happy here. 
I’ve come to believe that what is 
important is to be faithful and be  
here until God decides to act.”

Adrienne is remembering the 
Oblates in her Will because of their 
missionary spirit, and as a tribute to  
her beloved brother who passed away 
in 2011.

There are many different ways to 
remember the Missionary Oblates in 
your  Will or estate plans.  And there 

are many different types of people, 
just like you, who are committed to 

partnering with the Oblates  
to serve those most in need.
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Where  
There’s A Will,  
There’s A Way

Donor Highlight — It’s a shorter version of a CPG story

FOR LUCILLE JAMES, the Oblates 
have been an important part of her life 
for more than 60 years.  Lucille had 
wandered from her faith as a young 
woman and she credits the Oblates for 
helping her come back to the Church.  
Lucille would receive mailings from 
the Oblates and those words assured 
her that she always had a home in the 
Catholic Church.

Lucille said she was amazed to  
learn how vast the Oblate ministries are 
around the world, and has always tried 
to send in small donations since the 
early 1960s.  Additionally, she made the 
Oblates the beneficiary of her annuity.  
Lucille recently met with Fr. Louis 
Studer, O.M.I. the U.S. Provincial,  
who visited to thank her for six decades 
of support. 

“I am so grateful for everything that 
happened to me and I appreciate how 
the Oblates have kept remembering me 
in their prayers for so many years,” said 
Lucille.  “I can’t think of anything better 
than to be able to help the poor by 
supporting the Missionary Oblates.” 

FOR CATHERINE FATH, the  
National Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Snows is what drew her to support the 
Missionary Oblates.  Catherine and 
family members began making trips to 
the Shrine from their home in Florida 
in the 1970s.  She developed a strong 
devotion to Our Lady of the Snows 
and became friends with Fr. Edwin 
Guild, O.M.I. the founder of the Shrine.

Catherine visited the Shrine for 
decades.  When travel was no longer 
possible, she enjoyed sharing letters 
with Fr. John Madigan, O.M.I. when he 
ministered as the Oblate Chaplain 
Director at the Missionary Association.

Catherine passed away last year and 
blessed the Oblates by remembering 
them in her Will.

KATHY PARKANS became a 
benefactor of the Missionary Oblates 
because of one fateful Sunday.  
Kathy was attending Mass at her 
parish in Montgomery, Texas when 
a visiting Oblate gave the homily for 
Mission Sunday.

“At the time we were looking for a 
charity to adopt and that homily was so 
impressive that we got hooked on the 
Oblates, and we have been with them 
for more than ten years,” said Kathy.

Initially, Kathy made the Oblates 
beneficiaries in her Will, but after 
consulting with her financial planner 
and an Oblates’ Gift Advisor, she 
discovered that it would be more 
advantageous for her to name the 
Oblates as the beneficiary of her I.R.A.

ADRIENNE PAGE didn’t have to look 
far to be inspired by the Missionary 
Oblates.  Her older brother was 
Fr. Angelo Siani, O.M.I. a legendary 
Oblate missionary to Japan.

Father Siani arrived as a young 
Oblate in Japan in 1965, and would 
spend nearly all of his priestly life 
ministering there, including two terms 
as the Oblate Superior.  Father Siani 
regularly wrote to family members 
about his experiences in Japan:   
“My nose is too big and my skin is  
the wrong color, but despite that I feel 
accepted and am very happy here. 
I’ve come to believe that what is 
important is to be faithful and be  
here until God decides to act.”

Adrienne is remembering the 
Oblates in her Will because of their 
missionary spirit, and as a tribute to  
her beloved brother who passed away 
in 2011.
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Oblate Crossings
From Darkness To Light

Father Ed Hauf, O.M.I. currently serving as Parochial Vicar at 
St. Mary’s Parish in San Antonio, Texas has been asked by Catholic 
Television of San Antonio to put together and host a new television 
program for the Communications Office of the Archdiocese.  The 
program, which Fr. Ed has named Journey From Darkness To Light, is 
focused on the topic of spiritual warfare. 

Father Ed and his guests, members of his Deliverance team as well 
as others chosen from the various Archdiocesan ministries, are exposing and 
teaching the many varied ways Satan and his army of demons and demonic spirits 
can enter into a person’s life, and how to recognize, fight and expel those demonic 
forces with help from those working in Deliverance ministry.

Father Ed and his team have attended 
national conferences on Deliverance and 
Exorcism for several years and work daily with 
individuals suffering from satanic oppression 
and obsession, helping them get free and 
healed so they may live holy and happy lives 
with their families.  

Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller of 
San Antonio has designated Fr. Ed as one of a small team of priests who will, as the 
need arises, be given authority to perform exorcisms in the Archdiocese.  He recently 
gave a well-received presentation of a successful deliverance case he worked on to a 
national “GoToMeeting” gathering of over 50 exorcists from around the country. 
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New Delegation Superior in Zambia
Father Raymond Mwangala, O.M.I. has been named the new Superior of the 

Zambian delegation of the Missionary Oblates.
Born in 1975 in the Southern Province of Zambia, Fr. Raymond met the Oblates 

through some of the pre-novices who were assigned to his home parish of 
St. Ignatius.  He was ordained in 2004.

Most of Fr. Raymond’s ministries have been in the areas of formation and 
education in Zambia and South Africa.  In 2015 he came to the United States for 
advanced studies.  From 2017–2020 he was also a member of the formation team in 
San Antonio, Texas working with Oblate seminarians from around the world as they 
attended Oblate School of Theology.

Since July of 2020 he served as Special Assistant to the Delegation Superior in 
Zambia while working on his PhD dissertation.

To learn more about how you can benefit the  
Missionary Oblates, and/or to receive one of the above estate 

planning resources, please contact the  
Office of Charitable and Planned Giving at 1-800-233-6264.
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teaching the many varied ways Satan and his army of demons and demonic spirits 
can enter into a person’s life, and how to recognize, fight and expel those demonic 
forces with help from those working in Deliverance ministry.

Father Ed and his team have attended 
national conferences on Deliverance and 
Exorcism for several years and work daily with 
individuals suffering from satanic oppression 
and obsession, helping them get free and 
healed so they may live holy and happy lives 
with their families.  

Archbishop Gustavo García-Siller of 
San Antonio has designated Fr. Ed as one of a small team of priests who will, as the 
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“ God will bless you for the  
good you have done,”  
  ST. EUGENE DE MAZENOD

By remembering the Missionary Oblates  
in your Will or Trust, you will:

•  Feel a sense of peace knowing your loved ones and favorite charities are being 
remembered exactly the way you want.

•  Leave a final loving gift, so family and friends have a clear understanding how 
your estate is to be distributed after your passing.

•  Have pride in knowing that the earthly blessings you acquired are now being 
used to help us minister in some of the poorest and neediest places in the world.

•  Be remembered perpetually in the Masses and prayers of Oblates around the 
world every day.

Request Our Free Brochures
To help you prepare your Will, the Missionary Oblates have created 
these resources to help you make sure that you properly preserve 
your legacy.

Share Your Blessings
This 12-page booklet explains how to get started in making or 
updating your Will and the various options you have in regards 
to planning.  A quick checklist is also 

provided for gathering information that you 
will need before seeing an attorney who will help you 
distribute your assets.

Will and Trust Planning Workbook
This 48-page workbook is a thorough resource that will 
help you gather vital information regarding your assets, 
values, priorities and directives – all in one location.   
You will be fully prepared to meet with your attorney, 
thus allowing for a more efficient and thorough planning 
of your Will or Trust.

Share Your
Blessings

Will and Trust Planning Workbook

9480 North De Mazenod Drive | Belleville, IL  62223-1160 | 1-800-233-6264 | oblategiving.org
Legal Title:  Oblate Missionary Society, Inc.  Tax ID:  26-0634043
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New Delegation Superior in Zambia
Father Raymond Mwangala, O.M.I. has been named the new Superior of the 

Zambian delegation of the Missionary Oblates.
Born in 1975 in the Southern Province of Zambia, Fr. Raymond met the Oblates 

through some of the pre-novices who were assigned to his home parish of 
St. Ignatius.  He was ordained in 2004.

Most of Fr. Raymond’s ministries have been in the areas of formation and 
education in Zambia and South Africa.  In 2015 he came to the United States for 
advanced studies.  From 2017–2020 he was also a member of the formation team in 
San Antonio, Texas working with Oblate seminarians from around the world as they 
attended Oblate School of Theology.

Since July of 2020 he served as Special Assistant to the Delegation Superior in 
Zambia while working on his PhD dissertation.

To learn more about how you can benefit the  
Missionary Oblates, and/or to receive one of the above estate 

planning resources, please contact the  
Office of Charitable and Planned Giving at 1-800-233-6264.
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