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Four Oblates profess perpetual vows

O

n February 16, 2021, the
eve of the 195th anniversary
of Papal Approbation of the
Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate,
four
Oblates
professed their perpetual vows
at Blessed Sacrament Parish
Church in San Antonio, TX. The
ceremony had been scheduled
for the Immaculate Conception
Chapel at Oblate of Theology,
but because of the excessive
cold snap suffered in much of
the country, and in especially in
Texas, OST had no electricity!

Steven Montez, OMI, and Jean
Emmanuel Meloncourt, OMI,
United States Province; Fani
Zane Nong, OMI, Botswana
Mission of the Lesotho (Africa)
Province; and Herat Mondal,
OMI, Bangladesh Delegation of Perpetually professed , l-r: Herat Mondal, OMI; Zane Nong, OMI; Jean
Emmanuel Meloncourt, OMI; Steven Montez, OMI
the Colombo (Sri Lanka) Province,
vowed poverty, chastity, obedience
novitiate in Godfrey, IL, and in 2016, professed their first vows. Their
and perseverance for life before
formation continued at the Blessed Mario Borzaga Community in San
Fr. Arthur Flores, OMI, Vicar
Antonio as they studied theology and ministry at Oblate School of Theology.
Provincial, delegate of the Superior
Brother Herat joined Oblate formation in 2008 in Dhaka, Bangladesh. and
General and substituting for the
pronounced his first vows in 2014 in Sidupiyanila, Bandarawela, Sri Lanka.
Provincial, Fr. Louis Studer, OMI,
Brother Zane entered Oblate formation in 2012 at the Maryland prenovitiate
who could not be present because
in Leribe, Lesotho. In 2014, he professed his first vows also in Lesotho
of the Covid-19 situation.
Both of the US Oblates began Oblate
formation in 2013 in Buffalo, NY.
They were classmates also in the

Brother Jean Emmanuel was born in 1976 to George and Marie
Therese Meloncourt in Port au Prince, Haiti. He came to the United
Cont. on p. 2
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States in early 2000 and completed
his studies in Electrical Engineering.
He worked in Nano Technology
for four years and later obtained a
master’s in Energy Engineering. In
2013, he entered Bishop Fallon’s prenovitiate formation at Buffalo, NY.

Kingsville, TX. Since his first
profession of vows in 2016, he has
been a theology student at Oblate
School of Theology and a member
of the Blessed Mario Borzaga
Community in San Antonio.
Most recently, he completed a
year of pastoral internship at the
Immaculate Conception Cathedral
in Brownsville, TX. The Covid-19
pandemic threw the proverbial
wrench into his internship program.
Prior to the March lockdown, he was
learning more about how to minister
with youth and young adults as
well as being introduced to parish
administration ministry.

Upon his return to San Antonio, he
has been working with a parish to
help renew its homebound ministry
by adding a telephone ministry to
help those who remain at home
during the pandemic. He continues
to think about the older Oblates he
met in Tewksbury, some of whom
passed away from Covid-19.
Brother Steven was born in 1993
to Victor and Leticia Montez in

At this point in his Oblate formation,
he reflects: “On the one hand, this
step feels more like a continuation
of my life as an Oblate rather than
taking a giant leap. However, it
feels so much more different, more
profound because these vows I will
profess for life. I don’t know how
long that will be or what will be in
store five, ten, twenty or thirty years
in the future, but I do know that I
will always have my brothers as
my family, the Missionary Oblates
of Mary Immaculate.”
Brother Herat is the son of Shimon
Mondol and Pasu Mondol. Born in
1989 in Bhaparpara, Mujibnagar,
Bangladesh. He arrived in the
United States in 2016 to continue
his formation as a member of
the multicultural Blessed Mario
Borzaga Community in San
Antonio.

Jean Emmanuel Meloncourt, OMI

During his recent internship at St.
William’s parish in Tewksbury,
MA, he supported the staff and
learned about parish life. Among
other things, he built a greenhouse
with solar panels for a parishioner
and took part in the homebound
ministry of the parish by calling
people during the pandemic. He
also shared Taizé-style prayer with
young adults.

this perspective of adaptability,
flexibility, and imaginative thinking
color my view of the classes I take.”

Steven Montez, OMI

About this experience, he writes:
“By being in the field when the
pandemic came to this country
I was able to see first-hand how
quickly our approach to ministry
can change out of necessity.
COVID has impacted my final
years of formation by acting as
a sort of wake-up call to me that
says, ‘the way we have always done
things might not be the way we will
do things tomorrow.’ As I come
to the end of my studies, I notice
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Herat Mondal, OMI

During his internship year in
Mission, TX, he visited nursing
centers, gave short reflections on
the Scriptures in the parish, taught

		

catechism and participated in other Joseph Mooki Sepako in 1992, in
parish activities, learning how to Mogobane village, near Botswana’s
engage with people wherever they capital of Gaborone.
are in life. He had the chance to
learn about American and Mexican
culture in this bilingual parish.
The pandemic has made it difficult
to engage with the Oblate School
of Theology community and other
outside contacts. He misses the
human touch.
He states at this important moment
in his journey: “I believe that God
has called me to be a light and
show light to people by following
the Oblate way of life. I feel happy
and blessed to be a part of the Oblate
family and the family of the Church.
As I will make my perpetual vows
soon, I realize that my inner being
is excited with happiness and
cheerfulness. With God’s grace and
people’s prayers, I will be a happy
and cheerful Oblate.”

Fani Zane Nong, OMI

His superiors sent him to the United
States for his theological studies in
2018 at Oblate School of Theology
in San Antonio. He had completed
his pastoral internship in Africa
where he was involved with youth
ministry in a parish and started a
still active Catholic community in
a nearby university. He also visited
Brother Zane was born to the sick every week and worked in
Selinah Lillian Nong and the late a prison each month.

The Covid-19 pandemic has
been like a new member of the
community. He states: “(Covid) has
helped me spend more time with
my brothers. We have more time for
community building. Doing virtual
learning is a bit hectic, but I do
what is necessary to keep up with
my academic life. I had to find safe
ways of being close to the people to
whom I minister each week. Covid
robbed us of many things, but most
of all, we have been robbed of the
presence of others.”
“Professing perpetual vows is not
a result of preference but of having
encountered Christ who first called
me. It is a response to the invitation
that exhorts me to share the love
of Christ with all people. The joy
that I had in encountering Christ
moves me to want to give myself
totally to him and his Church as a
servant in this religious institute.
The encounter moves me to partake
in God’s unending mission.”
-JFA

Oblate Constitutions and Rules, C. 12
Our mission requires that, in a radical way, we follow
Jesus who was chaste and poor and who redeemed
mankind by his obedience. That is why, through a gift
of the Father, we choose the way of the evangelical
counsels. Community is the life-giving reality fashioned
by the vows which binds us in love to the Lord and to
his people. Thus, we become a living cell in the Church
in which we strive together to bring the grace of our
Baptism to its fullness.
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From the provincial

Looking ahead in 2021
By Will Shaw with Fr. Louis Studer, OMI

On January 5th U.S. Provincial Fr. Louis
Studer, OMI took some time to reflect
on the new year and discuss some of the
important events taking place in the
province in 2021.

savings on the project due to the
generosity of the engineering
Re-construction on the Oblate contractor who happens to be an
Novitiate in Godfrey, IL. is Oblate Partner,” Fr. Studer remarked.
underway. Renovation to the
original structure and the new On February 16, two Oblates at the
additions are expected to be Borzaga Scholasticate will make
completed this summer, along perpetual vows: Steven Montez,
with renovation of the lodge. If all OMI, candidate for the priesthood,
continues to go well, the novices and Jean Emmanuel Meloncourt,
will be able to move in next August. who is an Oblate Brother.

Oblate Formation

“The province has seen considerable Fr. Studer also said he was in
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contact with Oblate Superiors
around the world, inviting them
to send novices and scholastics
to study at the U.S. Novitiate in
Godfrey, IL, and the Borzaga
Scholasticate in San Antonio,
TX. “I’ve been in contact with
provincials in India, Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, Cameroon and Zambia
inviting them to send their novices
and scholastics to our facilities in
the U.S. I think the world-class
education received by the novices

		

at our novitiate and the scholastics
at Oblate School of Theology is
beneficial to their men and we see a
great benefit in having these multicultural candidates from around the
world living and studying with the
men in our region.”
Cont. on p.24

Canada-US Regional
Meetings
The 2016 General Chapter
identified a tremendous need for restructuring throughout the Oblate
world with an emphasis on more
vibrant mission and community
life. During this process, the
Chapter mandated that the entire
congregation, including the four
current provinces which include
the US Province and the Canadian
Provinces of Notre-Dame-du Cap,
Lacombe, and Assumption look
into restructuring.
Administrative
re-structuring,
which might ultimately result in a
change to the number of provinces
in a region is often the first thing
that comes to mind when “restructuring” is mentioned. But
according to Fr. Studer, the primary
reason for this “… is for the sake
of mission. There are all kinds of
re-structuring. The Chapter calls us
to better use the gifts and talents
of Oblates from a wider area in
better, more efficient ways. For
example, Ron Rolheiser is at
OST, borrowed from the Lacombe
Province because it is a ministry to
which he is particularly well-suited.
We have done this sort of thing for
years and years and we’re certainly
going to be doing more of it.

Superior General convokes 37th
General Chapter
On January 25, 2021, Fr. Louis Lougen, OMI, Superior
General of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate
officially convoked the 37th General Chapter, a meeting
held every six years, of Oblate leaders and elected
delegates, to set directions for the entire Congregation
and elect its central leadership team. Excerpt from
his letter of convocation:
Dear Brother Oblates,
On this 205th anniversary of the foundation of our
religious Family, I hereby convoke the XXXVII General
Chapter. It will begin on September 14, 2022, the Feast of
the Exaltation of Holy Cross, at the "Centro Ad Gentes"
property of the Society of the Divine Word (SVD) located
at Nemi, Via dei Laghi bis, 52 (province of Rome).
…
We begin a time of prayer to the Holy Spirit, asking for
light to lead us in preparing the 2022 General Chapter.
I ask each Oblate and all our communities to strengthen
the bonds of their unity and to start praying for the 2022
Chapter to be a time of grace for the Congregation
and the whole Oblate family, a time of renewal for our
Oblate life and mission. Seeking concrete expressions
of conversion in our lives, both personally and as
communities, remains an important call from the Spirit
for all of us.
We celebrated our last General Chapter on the very year
of the bicentennial of our foundation as the Missionaries
of Provence. We will celebrate our next General Chapter
on the 200th anniversary of the beautiful experience of
Eugene in front of Mary, when he felt one of his highest
consolations, in a difficult circumstance of his life and
of the life of the Society he had founded. We will then
celebrate the Chapter in the same spirit, guided by God
to a new life as a Congregation and we ask the Holy Spirit
to strengthen our bonds of unity as brother Oblates and
to renew in our hearts the same passion of Saint Eugene
for Jesus Christ our Savior, for the Church of our time,
and for the poor of many faces in today's world.

Cont. on p.6

OMI/USA /5

Regional Meetings cont.

Another example are the meetings
we have held with younger Oblates
from the four provinces, seeking
ways to minister more effectively
by moving men around to areas
where their particular expertise
is needed. They don’t have to be
bound to just their home province.”
According to Fr. Studer, the efforts
regarding younger Oblates have
largely been the work of Lacombe
Provincial, Fr. Ken Thorson, U.S.
Vicar-provincial for Mission and
Ministry, Fr. Jim Brobst, and Fr. Juan
Gaspar, Director of Pre-novitiate.
They have brought together 20
younger men from throughout the
four provinces to get to know each
other and discern where they might
enhance ministry that is already
being done, or begin new ones
where needed. No definite plans
have been made but two areas of
the region which are in discussion
are parishes in Edmonton, ONT. and
Eagle Pass, TX.
In preparation for the 2022 General
Chapter, re-structuring and other
topics will be the focus at the
upcoming Joint Session Meeting
to be held at Queen of the Apostles
in Mississauga, ONT. This onceevery-six-years gathering will
include the provincials, provincial
councils, and treasurers of the
region, along with the Superior
General and the entire General
Council in Rome.

Oblate School of
Theology
Saturday January 9, 2021, will be
the annual “Visioning Day” of the
OST Board of Directors and staff

members at OST. This is a day
where the administration looks at
new ways OST can move forward
with new classes, workshops, and
possible new presenters.

starting in-person classes in the fall.

COVID in the
Province

TX all contracted the virus after
coming into contact with COVID
positive individuals in the course
of doing their ministry. Fr. Studer
discussed the Oblate response to
the pandemic:

Fr. Studer expressed his admiration
for OST’s new president, Dr. Scott
Woodard. “He’s more ‘Oblate’ than
some Oblates,” said Fr. Studer.
For the remainder of this semester, “During his 16 years at OST, he has
OST will be conducting classes really come to know the Oblates
virtually with an eye toward re- and the charism.”

The men of the U.S. Province
have not escaped the devastation
of the COVID virus. Fr. Studer
reported that a total of 10
Oblates have passed away from
complications of Covid during
2020 and into the first week of
2021. Many more Oblates who
had COVID infections are now
recovering or have recovered.
Oblates are known for being
“close to people,” and that
closeness makes it especially
risky for Oblates as they do
ministry. Oblates in Tijuana, BC,
Mexico; San Fernando, CA; New
Orleans, LA: and San Antonio,
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“We’re called during this
emergency to find and develop
new and creative ways to do
ministry that will enhance the
safety of our men and the people
to whom we minister,” said Fr.
Studer. “I’m impressed that many
of our parishes are now streaming
masses and reaching out through
ZOOM meetings and phone calls.
I saw that Fr. Jack Lau gave out
communion at Sacred Heart in
Oakland to people who drove by
in cars; Oblates at the Shrine of Our
		

Lady of the Snows offered drive-by distribution of the vaccines will continue to utilize technology to
blessings on special days. Though allow us to go back to doing things enhance our ministries and reach
we look forward to the time when in a more normal fashion, we will more people.”

Employee
Enrichment
Meeting (Zoom)
February 3, 2021, will see the
first of three yearly Employee
Enrichment Meetings led by Fr.
Jim Brobst, and the Province’s
Human Resources Managers:
Dalevonne Davis, Magda Valdez,
and Diann Donjon.
Employees will gather in
ministries all over the country to
view these online presentations
which will include information
from Human Resources about
their status, benefits, etc. They
will also learn about Oblate
history and the charism. In
many locations a local Oblate
will attend the gatherings to
answer questions after the
online presentation. These new
Employee Enrichment sessions
will last 30-60 minutes.
In addition, Fr. Sal Gonzalez,
OMI has agreed to produce three

videos for online presentation to
employees for Oblate Day (February
17,) Labor Day (first Monday in
September) and on the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception (December
8,) featuring Oblate history, Bible
readings, homilies and blessings
related to the specific days.

World-wide Congress
of Lay Associations
On July 16-18 there will be an online
and in-person world-wide gathering
of Lay persons around the Oblate
world who share and participate
in the Oblate charism. It will be
an opportunity for all lay groups
to get to know each other, share
their experiences and ministries
with the Oblates and discuss how
they participate in the charism. Inperson groups will gather at a central
location in each region; they will
also meet online with all groups for
two hours per day, then meet locally
in-person for the rest of the session.
The Canada-US Region will meet
in San Antonio.

This
meeting
is
headed
internationally by Fr. Peter Stoll,
General Councilor of Asia-Oceana,
and in the U.S. by Oblate Fathers,
David Muñoz, and Frank Santucci.
(Editor’s note) In a February 17
letter to the Congregation for the
anniversary of Papal Approbation,
the Superior General stated that
due to the pandemic, the Congress
will be rescheduled for a date to
be determined in 2022.
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Esquiline Operations transferred to Benedictines

D

uring a Zoom Meeting held
on November 30, 2020,
Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, Provincial
of the Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate, announced the sale
of the Apartment Community,
also known as the Esquiline,
from the Missionary Oblates of
Mary Immaculate, U.S. Province,
to the Benedictine Healthcare
System (BHS), sponsored by
the Benedictine Sisters of St.
Scholastica Monastery, Duluth,
MN. The sale was approved by
the Vatican November 15, 2020,
and Fr. Studer received the news
shortly thereafter.
“I was very happy to receive this
news of the approval of the sale by
the Vatican. The planning for this
transition has been in progress for
over 18 months. I am very grateful to
Bishop Michael McGovern, bishop
for the Diocese of Belleville for his
support of the transfer. Likewise,
I have found the leadership of
Benedictine very helpful and
encouraging in this long process.
The Oblates and lay persons who
serve on the board of the Esquiline
have been supportive and positive
in helping make this happen. I wish
Benedictine all the best in continuing
their successful ministry of health
care to seniors. They have made this
transition of ownership seamless and
positive,” said Fr. Studer.

a competitive market and for
continuing their ministry at The
Esquiline,” said Jerry Carley,
President and CEO of Benedictine.
Fr. Studer, along with Sr.
Beverly Raway, Prioress of the
St. Scholastica Monastery, and
Mr. Carley “hosted” the Zoom
Meeting celebrating the transfer
which was viewed by over 100
residents, employees and other
interested parties on November
30. Transfer of operations at the
Apartment Community/Esquiline
to BHS began December 1, 2020.
Starting Jan. 1, The Esquiline
will be a member organization
(or subsidiary) of Benedictine
and the Benedictine Sisters of St.
Scholastica Monastery will be the
facility’s Catholic Sponsor.
The Esquiline is an award-winning,
faith-based, life plan community
dedicated to the pursuit of active
living and wellness in body, mind

and spirit in the next chapter of life.
Services include 119 independent
living units, 30 assisted living units
and 57 nursing facility units. The
Esquiline was built in 1966 for
supporters of the Oblates’ mission
and is the only retirement living
community located on the grounds
of a national Catholic shrine.
For 35 years, Benedictine, a
nationally recognized, non-profit
senior care organization based in
Minnesota, has provided a full
spectrum of health and housing
services to aging adults. Benedictine
owns and manages skilled nursing,
assisted living and independent
living communities across the
Midwest and offers services in
such areas as therapy, rehabilitation,
memory care, home health care,
adult day, and transitional care.
Benedictine is sponsored by the
Benedictine Sisters of St. Scholastica
Monastery, Duluth, MN. Additional
information can be found at www.
benedictineliving.org.

“The Oblates have transferred
facilities to Benedictine in the
past, and based on these positive
experiences they chose Benedictine
as their preferred partner for
ensuring strategic expertise in
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Former General Postulator joins OST staff
in France (1990-1991) and Rome (1991-1994). In
Rome he made his final vows in 1992. On his return
to Germany, he was ordained to the priesthood in
1994, and assigned to parish ministry in Munich
(1994-1996).
His many talents were quickly put to use in various
ministries. In 1996 he was appointed Superior of the
Oblate community in Zwickau and taught at the local
Catholic High School. From 2000 to 2003 he served
as Novice Master and editor of the O.M.I. homiletic
review “Gottes Wort im Kirchenjahr” in Hünfeld.
At the same time, he studied Church History at the
Catholic University of Erfurt. In 2002 he received
a Doctorate in that science
He is one of a few Oblates worldwide who have the
distinction of having served as Provincial Superior
of two provinces. He was named Provincial Superior
of the German Oblate Province in 2003, and of the
newly formed Central European Province, comprising
fter a delay of two months from his original arrival the Oblates in Germany, Austria and Czech Republic
date, the new Professor of Church History at Oblate in 2007.
School of Theology has landed in San Antonio. Fr.
Thomas Klosterkamp, OMI, experienced 23 days of Even while serving as provincial, his advice and
quarantine in his room at the Oblates’ St. Bonifatius leadership were sought out by the German Major
community in Hünfeld, Germany, due to Covid-19 which Superiors Conference, the European Oblate
ravaged the community. Out of 31 Oblates living there, Conference, and the German Bishops’ Conference
25 were infected, 7 hospitalized and 5 died.
for Catholic Schools.

A

The newly arrived professor was able to teach his
classes in the USA via the internet as he awaited his
release from quarantine. Now that he has arrived
in Texas, he is trying to master a new system for
online learning.

After his time as Provincial, he was called to Rome
for research work and eventually, in 2013, to serve
as Local Superior of the General House community.
And if that did not keep him busy enough, in 2014 he
took on the role of General Postulator for our Oblate
causes for beatification and canonization. He also
Well known to many Oblates worldwide, Fr. Thomas worked for some non-Oblate causes.
was born in Germany in 1965 and grew up in the village
of Brachelen, near the city of Aachen. After attending In 2019, after his return to his homeland, he received
the Residential High School of the Missionary Oblates an invitation to consider a teaching position at OST.
of Mary Immaculate at St. Nikolauskloster, he entered With his broad experience and knowledge, he will be
the German Oblate Novitiate in Hünfeld in 1987 and a great addition to the education of future ministers
pronounced his first vows there in 1988. He studied in the Church.
Philosophy and Theology in Mainz (1988-1990), Lyon
-JFA
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New US novice in Guatemala
By Fr. William Antone, OMI

F

loriberto González Castañeda
began his novitiate on January
17, 2021, at the Oblate Novitiate
in Guatemala. Floriberto, better
known as "Beto", is 34 years old,
and was born in Alacatlatzala in
the southern Mexican state of
Guerrero. He is the second oldest
of 8 children. His father is a teacher
and his mother works at home.
When Beto was 20 years old, he
moved to New York City where he
lived and worked for 10 years. He
participated in the local Ascension
parish in Manhattan where our
very own Fr. Daniel LeBlanc,
OMI, resides and assists. Beto met

Daniel and discovered that he was
a Missionary Oblate and all of this
awakened in him a deeper calling
to religious life. From New York
City he moved to our prenovitiate
in Tijuana where he spent four
years and obtained his licentiate
in philosophy.

charism, community life, prayer,
service among the poor and his
studies. We wish this newest U.S.
Province Novice every blessing!

He now begins his novitiate in
Guatemala, postponed from August,
2020, because of the pandemic. He
was able to spend one semester
at the Mexican scholasticate in
Mexico City while waiting on the
opening of the novitiate. Since he
entered the prenovitiate in Tijuana,
he has shown a love for the Oblate
Floriberto González Castañeda
l-r: Fr. Alberto Montiel – Assistant
Novice Master; Novices Rudy
Quej Xol (Guatemala); Cristian
Mozombite (Perú); Robinson
Silva (Colombia); Fr. Vicente
Louwagie - Superior of the
Guatemala Delegation; Novices
Cléber da Silba y Jassiel Dos
Santos
(Brazil);
Floriberto
González (México/USA) and Fr.
Marcin Lacki, Novice Master.
Photo courtesy of Fr. Vicente
Louagie, OMI:

“Night Ministry” at the UN Plaza
By Fr. Scott Hill, OMI
A couple of weeks prior to the Feast of Christ the King,
I talked with Fr. Bill Mason, OMI, pastor of Sacred
Heart Parish in Oakland, about working with some
of the parishioners to prepare lunches for 100 of the
unhoused persons in San Francisco, in cooperation

with the San Francisco Night Ministry. Sacred Heart
itself has been greatly impacted by the Covid-19 virus.
The “Night Ministry” was created by the San
Francisco Council of Churches in response to the
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huge influx of persons who came
to that city in the 1960’s for the
“Summer of Love.” The Reverend
Donald Stuart, hired out of Lincoln,
Nebraska, a UCC minister began
his ministry walking the night
Streets of the “Paris of the West.”
Yet, as Rev. Stuart, wrote in his
2003 memoir, “San Francisco was
an enticing lady by day and a whore
by night, a city of disillusionment.”

with cheese, chips, a nutrition
bar and cookies and a couple of
drinks. While the Worship Service
was sparsely attended, the ‘Plaza”
teemed with Farmers Market
shoppers and the unhoused.

Sitting a safe 6 feet distance during
the Service, my mind wandered,
recalling the story of St. Eugene’s
visit with the fishmongers of
Marseille and preaching to the poor,
Since the 60’s the Night Ministry acknowledging their insignificant
has grown in its outreach,
ministering to the growing
unhoused population; ministering
to the LGBTQAI+ Community;
sponsoring a national Call Center,
available between 8 pm and 4 am
(I supervise the 10-2 shift, once or
twice a week); interfaith programs
including Sunday Worship at the
“UN Plaza,” within the shadow of
City Hall, (the “Plaza” honors the
site of the June 1945 signing of
the UN Charter). On the Winter
Solstice a Memorial Service is
held remembering the unhoused
who died over previous the year.
During the service, Fr. Bill reached
out to some of the parishioners
who agreed to create a lunch that
included a ham/turkey sandwich

space, ever so briefly, witnessing
to their intrinsic human dignity, a
dignity denied or passed by a city
of Tech wealth.
I was shaken out of my reverie,
brought back to reality, when it was
time to hand out the 100 lunches,
following the Sunday Service.
At first, the handout was orderly,
as we greeted each person and
acknowledged them by name, but
as word spread, like a California
wild fire, I found myself surrounded,
overwhelmed, by the hordes of
unhoused seeking a lunch bag.
There was no time to think, let
alone greet each person. All human
dignity evaporated in the moment of
deprivation and survival instincts.
I was heartbroken by the despair
present that day in the “Plaza” where
World Hope was born.

I continue my ministry on the call
line and seek to stretch myself,
reaching out to the unhoused
and, possibly, engaging the aging
LGBTQAI+ population of San
Francisco. With the support of
Scott Hill and friend
Sacred Heart and my Oblate
place in society. Looking around, Community I look towards
soaking up the scene unfolding deepening the Oblate charism
before me, it felt right to be in their within me.

OST: Dr. J. Alfred Smith receives honorary doctorate

O

blate School of Theology awarded an honorary
Doctor of Pastoral Leadership degree to Dr. J.
Alfred Smith October 23 in recognition of his lifetime
of service, academic contribution, and pastoral wisdom.
Father Ron Rolheiser, OMI, presented the award during
the installation ceremony of Dr. Scott Woodward as the
nineteenth president of OST.

Because of corona virus–imposed limitations,
attendance at the Immaculate Conception Memorial
Chapel was limited to 40 people, which included
Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller, MSpS, Sr. Jane
Ann Slater, CDP, Chancellor of the Archdiocese,
members of the OST Board of Trustees, faculty, and
Cont. on p. 12
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administrators. Dr. Smith attended
the event via an internet video
connection and a monitor from his
home in Oakland, California.
In 40 years as senior pastor of Allen
Temple Baptist Church in Oakland,
Calif., and 10 years as pastor emeritus,
Dr. Smith has been deeply involved
in life on the streets of Oakland,
particularly within the African
American community.
“Long before the struggle for racial
justice became mainstream, he was
involved. He’s earned respect from
all sides, from Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., to the Black Panthers, Fr.
Rolheiser said.

Fr. Ron Rolheiser, OMI, Dr. J. Alfred Smith, and Sister Addie
Lorraine Walker, SSND

Dr. Smith has received more than 250 awards for
his leadership in ministry. Ebony magazine named
him one of 115 great African American preachers
in U.S. history in 1993. In 1997, he received a
Distinguished Author Award from Urban Ministries
for his book Falling in Love With God. Author of 17
books, he received the Justin Press Ministry Award
for Commitment to Excellence in Publishing in 2018.

Letters from Dr. Stephen Reid, who succeeded Dr.
Smith as the council chair in 2016, to Dr. Smith
and Dr. Woodward, congratulating them for their
honors, were given to them.

“Oblate School of Theology thanks you for the generous
work you’ve done around the world, and particularly the
United States, but we want to thank you in a special way
for the work you’ve done here. You helped us vision,
launch and sustain our program in African American
Pastoral Leadership, our Sankofa Institute,” Fr. Rolheiser
told the honoree. In fact, Dr. Smith is the founding Chair
of the Sankofa Council of Elders.

He charged OST leaders to continue supporting
Sister Addie Lorraine Walker, SSND, who directs
the institute, to enable it not only to survive but to
thrive. He quoted W.E.B. Dubois, warning, “Either
America will destroy ignorance, or ignorance will
destroy the United States.”

Expressing gratitude for the degree, Dr. Smith,
appearing on an internet connection streamed in
from Oakland, said he was honored to serve as chair
of Sankofa’s Council of Elders. “It is a signal honor
He has taught at Oxford and Cambridge universities to receive this honorary degree on the same occasion
in Great Britain, and had supervised the opening of that Dr. Scott Woodward is being inaugurated as
a mission in Sierra Leone.
the new President of Oblate School of Theology.”

The minister commented that the Sankofa faculty is
challenged by “nones” who have no faith commitment
and by “dones” who have been wounded and hurt
by the Church and are done with it.

“That, and all the awards and the places he’s taught,
is why we proudly claim Dr. Smith as one of us.
Oakland has a street named for him. We can’t name
a street after him, but we’re going to give him the Dr. Smith called for “an apologetic theology that will
highest honor we can bestow, an honorary Doctor of reach the concerns of people outside institutional
religion. They wonder about its authenticity when there
Pastoral Leadership,” Fr. Rolheiser concluded.
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are death threats to a woman governor in Michigan and a
white male governor in Virginia,” while “the state treats
it in a cavalier way and the church is often silent in
responding, which seems to imply that we’re complicit
with such nihilistic and amoral behavior.”

trumpet of justice in the land as it’s never been
sounded.”

Quoting from Tennyson’s Ulysses, the challenge,
“Come, my friends, it’s not too late to seek a newer
world,” adding his own observation: “Yes, not too
He asked rhetorically why younger generations should late, but almost.”
believe in the viability and vitality of the Christian
Gospel when its leaders are inadequate in addressing He promised that as a member of the Oblate family to
burning questions of justice.
lend his own weight in support of the School’s
Dr. Smith challenged Sankofa to produce “daring worldwide mission.
women and courageous men who will sound the

COVID COMES TO IHM
and instituted in-house practices
– masks, hand-washing and social
distancing – all designed to keep the
virus from entering our “bubble.”
I need to give a “shout-out” to our
dedicated lay nursing, maintenance,
food service, and administration
staff that made extraordinary efforts
to keep us safe and healthy.

from the virus – Frs. Charlie Heon,
Bill McSweeney, Andy Houle, Joe
Corriveau, Jim Pillar and Myles
Cyr. Though we could not be
with them in person, we offered
“virtual” community Rosaries for
them in their final hours.
We had two double Funerals – for
Frs. Heon and McSweeney, Frs.
Houle and Corriveau – and two
single Funerals – for Frs. Pillar and
Cyr. “The souls of the just are in
the hand of God.” In this journey,
we were blessed by the support
of our Regional Bishop Robert
Hennessey, who accompanied us
as the Celebrant of our funerals.

No visitors, doctors’ appointments
cancelled or postponed, telehealth
visits all became part of our lives.
In the worst of it, we had no
By Fr. John W. Hanley, OMI,
gathering for community Mass.
Superior
A celebrant and a server provided
he Book of Wisdom 3: 1 tells the Eucharist for Communion each
us “the souls of the just are in day. The few community gatherings
the hand of God.” Over the recent centered around mealtimes, at
months those words have taken on social distancing from one another. Yes, for us 2020 will be remembered
as the year we sent eight of our
new meaning for me.
Finally,
in
mid-November brothers to join the Oblate Choir in
The COVID-19 pandemic struck COVID-19 eluded our protective heaven, for as the pandemic spread in
our world in early 2020, and the screen, and we knew it would be April, Fathers Gerry Flater and Roger
staff at the Immaculate Heart of bad, due to the high-risk condition Cyr passed away from other causes.
Mary Oblate Residence (IHM) of many of the Oblates in the
in Tewksbury, MA, made major house. COVID tests were taken It was sad that we could not share
decisions to protect the residents and several tested positive. From the funerals as Oblates, family and
and staff from the effects of this November 29 through December friends. In December, we ‘livevirus. We went into lockdown 24, six of our brothers passed away

T

Cont. on p. 14
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COVID IHM cont.

streamed’ the funerals to them, but
something was missing. We could
not walk together to the cemetery
and sing the Salve Regina one last
time for them. Their journey has

ended. They have fought the good
fight and finished the race, and we
pray that they will assist us with
their prayers as we continue our
journey.

Oblate Constitution 43
We will keep alive the memory of our deceased and not fail to pray for
them, faithfully offering the suffrages prescribed on their behalf.
The following Oblates of Mary Immaculate have died since our last issue of OMI USA.
May they rest in peace.
Andrew Chalkey, OMI, 90, passed away on November 18, 2020, in Belleville, IL.
William McSweeney, OMI, 98, passed away on November 30, 2020, in Tewksbury, MA.
Charles Heon, OMI, 83, passed away on December 1, 2020, in Tewksbury, MA.
André Houle, OMI, 94, passed away on December 10, 2020, in Tewksbury, MA.
Réal Corriveau, OMI, 88, passed away on December 10, 2020, in Tewksbury, MA.
James Pillar, OMI, 92, passed away on December 19, 2020, in Tewksbury, MA.
Gerald Brunet, OMI, 90, passed away on December 19, 2020, in San Antonio, TX.
Myles Cyr, OMI, 93, passed away on December 24, 2020, in Tewksbury, MA.
Urban Figge, OMI, 89, passed away on January 3, 2021, in Belleville, IL.
John Franko, OMI, 83, passed away on January 18, 2021, in San Antonio, TX.
Galeb Mokarzel, OMI, 90, passed away on January 30, 2021, in San Antonio, TX.

Andrew Chalkey, OMI

William McSweeney, OMI
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André Houle, OMI

Réal Corriveau, OMI

Gerald Brunet, OMI

Myles Cyr, OMI

James Pillar, OMI

Urban Figge, OMI

Special testimony about some of
our deceased
Oblates in Haiti remember Fr. Réal (Joe)
Corriveau, OMI

John Franko, OMI

When Fr. Joe Corriveau died of Covid-19 in Massachusetts on December
10, 2020, the news was quickly relayed to the Oblates in Haiti where
he had served for over a half-century. As his funeral liturgy was being
celebrated in the US, simultaneously, at St. Anthony of Padua in FondOies, Haiti, the parishioners and Oblates gathered for a Mass as well.
In his homily, the current pastor of St. Anthony Parish, Fr. Jean-Jacques
Michard, OMI, said: “This morning, it is Father Réal Joseph Eugene
Corriveau who brings us together with Christ to nourish us with His
Word and share his life with us in the Eucharist. … In 1963, Réal
Corriveau, answered his Superior’s call to be a missionary in the service
of Christ in Haiti. He spent 56 years with us as the good shepherd,
pastor, and educator. This was a man with a heart on fire for the mission.
He also marked the Oblate Province of Haiti with quality pastoral care
Cont. on p. 16
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years at Loyola University, New Orleans, inspiring
the history department there in many ways. His
successor as chair of the Department of History, Dr.
David Moore, after reading his obituary, wrote: “ for
the record, Jim seems to have left a few things out
of his bio, foremost of which, at least at Loyola, is
that sometime in the 1980's, he received the highest
honor given to a member of the faculty, the Dux
Academicus Award” (Academic Leader for those of
us struggling with Latin).
Dr. Moore continued: “I would also like to emphasize that
the Professorship in his honor does still bear his name.”

Fr. Jean-Jacques Michard, OMI, celebrates the life of Fr.
Réal Corriveau in Haiti.

in the parish of Fond d'Oies and in the twelve other
communities he served. Father Réal showed himself
servant of the Church in later years by accepting to
serve as Vicar Provincial on several occasions, as
chaplain to the Franciscan Sisters and Superior of
the Provincial House in Port-au-Prince. In all these
functions, he practiced many servant qualities. Oblates
of the Province of Haiti will remember Joe for a
long time. He was a father, brother, friend. This is an
opportunity to say thank you to the Province of the
United States who gave us so many Oblates with a
big heart. We will remain united in prayer.”

In 1954, Fr. Jim had the distinction of being one of
the first alumni of the Oblate Juniorate, Our Lady of
the Ozarks, Carthage, MO, to be ordained a priest.
The school was founded in 1944 and closed in 1971.
His first assignment as a priest was to teach at the
recently opened Oblate Scholasticate in Pass Christian,
MS. The history of the Church in that deeply “biblebelt” state was his passion for the rest of his life. His
doctoral dissertation at the Gregorian University in
Rome was The Catholic Church in Mississippi, 183765, published in 1964. He had done much research
for a second volume on the subject when his eyesight
made his finishing the work impossible. Therefore,
he handed his research to Dr. Charles Nolan who
completed the work called The Catholic Church in
Mississippi, 1865-1911.

Loyola University in New Orleans
remembers Fr. James Pillar, OMI

Bishop of Copenhagen lauds Fr.
Urban Figge, OMI

Another victim of the Covid-19 virus was Fr. James
Pillar, OMI, who died at the Immaculate Heart of
Mary Oblate Residence in Tewksbury, MA, on
December 19. He had been in poor health for many
years and had become blind from acute diabetes.

Fr. Urban Figge, OMI, who died on January 3, 2021,
in Belleville from complications of Covid-19, had
spent many years serving as a missionary in Denmark
and Greenland (1959-1996).

In his remarks at Fr. Jim’s funeral Mass, Fr. Harry
Winter, OMI, stated that Father Jim had spent 27

Bishop Czeslaw Kozon of Copenhagen expressed
his condolences to the Fr. Louis Studer, OMI, US
Provincial, in a January 5, 2021 letter:
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“I am sad to hear that Father Urban Figge has passed
away. It is true that he reached a considerable age,
but still you miss people who have been part of your
world. Therefore, please receive my condolences and
expression of gratitude for the life and priestly service
of Fr. Figge.

and still alive, is an important part of the history of
our Particular Church. Thus, to you I would also like
to express my gratitude and appreciation of the US
Oblates who came to Denmark and Greenland in the
late fifties to work in parishes and other ministries.

Be sure of my prayers for Fr. Figge, for you and the
“Fr. Figge spent almost his entire priestly life in our co-fréres entrusted to you and your ministry in the
Diocese of Copenhagen, here in Denmark and in United States and abroad.”
Greenland. Although he left the country in 1996, he is
still remembered by people here as a kind and caring
DDDDDDDDDDDDDD
priest and his service and that of his co-frères, deceased

New Delegation Superior in Zambia
On January 13, 2021, Fr. Louis Studer, OMI,
Provincial of the United States Province,
announced that the Superior General, in
Council, had approved the appointment of Fr.
Raymond Mwangala, OMI, as the new Superior
of the Zambian delegation.

months, he went back to South Africa for pastoral
studies and returned to Zambia to be ordained a
priest in Lusaka in May 2004 by Oblate Bishop
Paul Duffy of Mongu Diocese
After a year and a half of ministry on
the formation team in Lusaka, he was
assigned to the formation team at the
scholasticate in Cedara, RSA, and as
lecturer at the St. Joseph Theological
Institute. He spent a total of six years
as formator and nine as lecturer in
Cedara. For the last three years in
Cedara, he served as academic dean
and vice-president to the theological
institute.

Born in 1975 in the Southern
Province of Zambia, he grew up
in the Capital City of Lusaka. He
met the Oblates through some of
the prenovices who were assigned
to pastoral ministry in his home
parish of St. Ignatius. In 1995 he
entered the prenovitiate; two years
later he left his homeland to do his
novitiate in Johannesburg, South Africa, where
he pronounced his first vows in 1998.
In 2015, he came to the USA for a sabbatical
program at the Jesuit School in Berkeley, CA.
After two years studying philosophy at St. Then he moved to San Antonio where he began
Joseph’s Theological Institute (Cedara) in work towards a PhD in Spirituality at Oblate
Pietermartizburg, RSA, he received word that School of Theology. From 2017-2020, he was also
he would be doing his studies in theology at the a member of the formation team at the Blessed
International Roman Scholasticate. He spent Mario Borzaga Formation Community in San
three years in Rome, studying at the Pontifical Antonio.
Gregorian University.
Since July of 2020, he served as Special Assistant
It was in Rome that he professed his perpetual to the Delegation Superior in Zambia while
vows in 2003 and was ordained a deacon in that working on his PhD dissertation on Henri Nouwen
same year. After returning to Zambia for six and the Priesthood.
-JFA
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Discernment Retreat in Baja California

O

n the last weekend of January,
seven select Oblate Affiliates
and 5 Pre-novices came together
at the Manresa Retreat Center in
Playas de Tijuana for the annual
“Discernment Retreat”. Beginning on
Friday evening with some introductory
talks, they were all invited to enter into
a full day of silence and solitude on
Saturday in order to pray over some
key Scriptural texts as they reflected
on what they were hearing in their
hearts as regards their lives and their
future, including the possibility of a
call to the Missionary Oblates. The
Pre-novices were invited to discern their continuing
commitment to the formation program. At the end of hearing it, whether that was, in some cases, to live
the day on Saturday, several Oblates were available better their relationship with their girlfriends, or to take
some steps toward entering the Oblate Pre-novitiate
to offer individual spiritual direction.
program, or to recommit to their participation in the
The young men enjoyed the opportunity to shut down actual Pre-novitiate program. One young man came
their phones and spend the day alone and in silence. from the Los Angeles area, and the other 11 were from
The final sharing on Sunday morning was edifying. Tijuana. Frs. Jesse Esqueda, Lucio Castillo, Eleazar
The general hope of the Discernment Retreat is a Manuel-Lopez and Bill Antone all participated in
growth in their response to God’s call as they were the retreat weekend.

Serving God’s People in Tijuana
By Rich Reader

I

t is with great joy we announce that Ernesto got
baptized. Ernesto is one of the 2018 migrants who
has stayed in Tijuana to make a new life. While his
dream was to cross into the US, he has found a home
here in Tijuana with the Oblate parish. Like many
migrants from Central America, Ernesto is unable to
return to his country because of the gang violence.
Ernesto was not a very religious young man because of
all the violence he witnessed in his country. However,
after his encounter with the faith community of the
Oblate parish, his life has been transformed. He has
experienced firsthand compassion, generosity, and
authentic love from many community members.
This encouraged him to get baptized and receive his

Jesse and his Godfather, Fr. Jesse Esqueda
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other sacraments. The Oblate parish
employs him to do maintenance
work. They are also helping him
to seek his dream of going to a
university in Tijuana and become
an engineer. He still has family in
El Salvador that he hopes to bring
to Tijuana someday.
We streamed the baptism so that
his family and some dear friends in
Albuquerque, NM, who have been
very influential in his journey, could
see the culmination of their prayers
and support. Ernesto selected Fr. Jesse
OMI to be his baptism godfather.
During this year of the pandemic,
we have tried to help fill the need for
medical attention to the people we
visit. With hospitals full of COVID
19 patients, other services are much
harder to obtain. Add to that some
people are fearful to seek services in
clinics and hospitals because of the
perceived risk of contracting COVID
19. We have experienced a few deaths
related to this issue and the difficulties
in obtaining medical attention. In
response to this situation, we reached
out to medical students who are in
our scholarship program and asked if
they could help. We now have three
and sometimes a fourth student who
travels with us on our visits.
These students, while restricted
in what they can do, are able to
check vitals, treat wounds, advise
about and encourage the use of
already prescribed medications,
apply ointments, give baths, cut
nails, etc. They are also helpful at
getting patients to go to a clinic or
hospital, and they have knowledge
of which places have services
available. A couple of weeks

ago, one medical student, helped
transport a man to the hospital late
in the evening and then spent the
whole night navigating the system
to get him seen and treated. On
another occasion we needed urine
sample early in the morning, and
the 89 year old patient suffering
from an infection, wasn’t able
to do it herself. So, the student
arranged to arrive at 6 am and
assist. They have treated a gunshot
wound that wasn’t healing, advised
and encouraged two young and
depressed tuberculosis patients,
taught a man how to use his
glucose level checking devise,
recommended a young girl get
checked for a lazy eye, arranged
for a sitz bath, inspected oral
infections, and secured discounts
on medical supplies and medicines.

Med-student Erik Solis

As you can imagine it is a significant
sacrifice/service for these students
to take time away from their medical
studies to provide these services;
nevertheless, they generously
give of themselves. Thanks to the
Oblates we have a small fund to
assist with purchasing supplies and
medications needed, however, the

visits revealed the urgent need for
a new medical outreach program.
Fr. Jesse and the Oblates at the
mission are working on a plan
to improve this outreach. The
plan would include more visits,
partnership with local hospitals,
laboratories, and specialized
doctors, and equipping these
students with the medical devices
and supplies needed to better
serve our community. To make
this project possible a fund must
be established that would cover the
costs and would include a stipend
for the hours that the medical
students spend on the health
visits. The stipend would assist
the students with their educational
supplies, transportation costs, and
meals. It would also eliminate the
need for a part-time job that our
students desperately need. The med
students would be able to focus
on serving the community, gain
valuable medical experience, and
transform the lives of those who
desperately need medical attention.
Every year we try to do something
special on Christmas. For example,
last year a group went to a senior
center and put on a dinner. This
year there were two events. On
December 24, the SEARCH for
Parents group (an offshoot of our
youth SEARCH program) set a goal
of delivering meals to 80 people
that are homeless. However, they
managed to deliver 200 meals.
The meals included bread, peanut
butter, juice, ham, and some other
items that you do not have to cook.
They are gave out some toiletries
and blankets. This is a ministry that
this group has been offering on a
small scale throughout the year.
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PLACEBO OR VACCINE?
By Fr. Ray Cook, OMI
(Ed. Note: Fr. Ray Cook is Director of
Campus Ministry and Chaplain at St.
Mary’s at Rice University, Houston.)

As COVID-19 furiously attacked
in the early months of the outbreak,
the world was experiencing
uncertainly, life changes, and
economic
hardships.
Rice
University had to face this virus
early on as our first confirmed case
was reported in February 2020.
One of our Catholic community
members contracted the virus in
the research lab. Her body reaction
to the virus was severe. She could
not develop antibodies against the
virus even after being COVID-free.
Today all students, faculty, and staff
at Rice receive weekly COVID
tests, and masks are required, and
no one can eat indoors in groups.
In May of 2020, a Rice alumnus
who works for the Texas Drug and
Development Center reached out
for volunteers to try the new RNAbased vaccine for the Pfizer Phase
II/III study. Because it was hitting
close to home, and my call as an
Oblate compelled me to live out
Constitution 2, I decided to sign up
as a volunteer to participate in the
double-blind study. Double-blind
essentially means that neither the
participant nor the doctors know
if you are receiving the vaccine
or the placebo. I am patient 77 in
this trial. In late July, I received
the call to make an appointment. I
discussed it with friends and family,
and most advised against it because
I am asthmatic. But after much time
in prayer and guidance from our
Lord Jesus, I decided to proceed.

In Mid- December, we received the
good news that the Pfizer Vaccine
has a 90+% success rate! I was also
told I would be “unblinded” soon.
I was very excited and relieved!
That excitement turned into unrest
because a week after the vaccine
was released for emergency use, I
contracted COVID. I was quarantined
from December 22nd until January
3rd. I had some rough days between
migraines and my SpO2 levels
dropping. I am still dealing with
In August, I arrived for a four- the after-effects of having breathing
hour appointment as they went issues, but this will subside over time.
through my complete medical It could, as we well know, have been
history. They began asking about so much worse.
medications, vitamins, minerals,
even Tart Cherry Extract that I take On January 20th, I was unblinded,
daily. They had to know so that if I and they confirmed I had received
reacted to the vaccine, they could the placebo. On February 10th, I will
research all possibilities. Thirty receive the 1st dose of the vaccine
minutes before I left the clinic, I and continue as a trial participant
received the first of 2 doses. They for at least another year. Pfizer will
sent me home with emergency draw blood every three months to
contact cards, a COVID test kit, a study the longevity of antibodies
gauge to measure the injection site, on someone who has had COVID
and an app to record daily updates. and, if needed, how COVID variants
The process was nerve-racking as react to those antibodies. I will also
I entered into an unknown study be open to receiving any boosters or
that will continue until August of modifications to the vaccine should
2022. After the first round, there there be a need.
were minimal side effects except
for some swelling and pain at We all want this virus to end and be
the injection site. I presumed I able to have the ability to hug, shake
might have received the placebo. hands and dance together once again.
A few weeks later, I received the Until then, here at St. Mary’s (Rice
second injection during a two-hour University), we continue to offer Mass
appointment. A few days later, I for the dead each week as COVID
could hardly move as I was so still ravages our communities. We
exhausted – but the next day, I pray for our Oblate Brothers who
was fine. “Maybe,” I thought, “I have died during the pandemic.
received the real vaccine,” but I
could have also just been exhausted. We also continue to HOPE.
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Cardinal Gregory visits the Provincial
House

By Fr. Louis Studer, OMI

T

he Oblate Community in
Washington, DC, was honored
to receive Cardinal Wilton Gregory,
Archbishop of Washington, to
preside and preach at Sunday Mass
January 31, for our community.
In his homily he spoke about his
close connection to the Oblates,
beginning to when he was Auxiliary
Bishop in Chicago and Oblates
Pablo Wilhelm and Paco Wertin
were ministering to the Hispanic
population on the south side of
Chicago.

was Bishop in Belleville: a few times I saw him, in blue jeans and
sweatshirt, going into Christ the King Chapel, at the Shrine, to pray.
That is a memory that has always stayed with me.

I was able to introduce each of the Oblates present at Mass and tell him
a bit about their ministry. Despite a snowy morning and slick roads, he
kept to his commitment to celebrate Mass for our community. As he
got out of his car upon arrival, he said to me, “Bet you didn't think I
He also recalled his days in would get here with this weather. I'd never live it down if I didn't make
Belleville as Bishop and often it, being from Chicago!”
visiting the Shrine, especially being
outside at the amphitheater for the
annual novena and how hot it was
those summer days.
His experience of Oblates, he said,
is that we go where others are often
unwilling, some rather remote areas
of the world, such as the Arctic,
Alaska.
He recalled a few Oblates who had
a profound effect in his life: Terry
Donovan and Urban Figge, most
especially.
I was able to tell a brief story
about Cardinal Gregory when he

Cardinal Wilton Gregory with, l-r- Frs. Ray Lebrun, Jim Brobst, Lou
Studer, Rocky Grimard, George Kirwin, & Leo Perez.
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Oblate Shrine Welcomes New Bishop for World Day of
Prayer for Consecrated Life
By Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, OMI

O

n February 2, 2021, Bishop Michael McGovern,
Bishop of Belleville, presided over a dualcelebration of The Presentation of the Lord, and
The World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life at
the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in
Belleville, IL. Bishop McGovern was consecrated
Bishop of Belleville on July 22, 2020, amidst the
COVID-19 pandemic and has worked tirelessly and
safely to meet the people of the Diocese entrusted
to his care.

Soon after taking office as pastor and shepherd, Bishop
McGovern made his first visit to the National Shrine
of Our Lady of the Snows on August 3, 2020, during
the Annual Healing Novena. On that occasion, Bishop
McGovern thanked the pilgrims and, particularly the
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate for their
prayers and warm welcome. At the end of the novena
Mass, Bishop McGovern said: “We need a devotion
to Mary; we need the Blessed Mother to place us
closer Jesus her Son. We come together as people
and especially as people of this Diocese of Belleville,
and we ask her intercession.”
On Tuesday, the Shrine church was as full as COVID-19
restrictions allowed for the celebration. Some laypeople
were in attendance and many others followed the livestreamed Mass from home. Twenty-six Oblates and
many women religious were present at the Mass to
celebrate World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life. In
his homily, Bishop McGovern thanked the Consecrated
women and men present in the Diocese: “As Bishop
of the Diocese, I want to thank all the men and women
who are in consecrated life who so generously serve
the Lord here in the Diocese of Belleville and the
Universal Church.” Bishop McGovern also prayed
for an increase in vocations to the religious institutes
present in the Diocese.

the consecrated men and women present that they too
are to be that light in our current world: “May truly the
Lord’s love, and goodness and mercy, reach out and
be that light that shines brightly in our world today
in the men and women in consecrated life.” At the
end of Mass and at a safe distance, Bishop McGovern
greeted the attendees and personally thanked every
consecrated religious for their vocation. Afterwards,
Bishop McGovern joined the local Oblates at a
luncheon where he could meet and converse with
them.
The Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate have
been serving the Diocese of Belleville since 1917
when a group of German Oblates serving missions
in Sri Lanka, had to leave because of World War 1.
In 1926 at Bishop Althoff’s invitation, the Oblates
began St. Henry’s Minor Seminary that later became
a high school operating until 1984.

The Shrine of Our Lady of Snows has been at its
At the beginning of Mass, candles were handed out current location since 1958. Still, devotion to Our
and in his homily, Bishop McGovern sought to remind Lady in Belleville began in 1941 at St. Henry’s
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Seminary. King’s House Retreat
Center, which opened its doors in
1951, will celebrate 70 years of
continuous ministry of preaching
retreats this year.
Two relatively new Oblate
ministries include: Holy Rosary
Church in Fairmount City where
the Oblates have been since July
of 2019; and the pre-novitiate
community for the US Province,
which moved to the Shrine grounds
from Buffalo, NY in the summer
of 2020.
The Missionary Oblates of Mary
Immaculate have given the fruits
of their consecrated life to the
people of the Diocese of Belleville
for 104 years. The ministries have
changed, along with the landscape,
but what has remained constant, is
the missionary zeal of the Oblates
of Mary Immaculate, continuing
to respond creatively to the new
challenges of the Church in Belleville.

l-r: Oblates Tom Ruhmann, Joe Feraioli, Elmar Mauer, and Pat McGee:
lunch at the Shrine on February 2.

Fr. Thomas Ovalle, OMI: Chapter Commissioner
At the Plenary Session of the Central Government, SeptemberOctober 2020, with the consent of his Council, the Superior
General has appointed Fr. Thomas Ovalle, from the United
States Province, to be the Precapitular Commissioner for
the 2022 General Chapter, and Frs. Alberto Gnemmi, from
the Mediterranean Province, and Constant Kienge-Kienge,
Procurator General, as members of the same Commission.
The role of the Precapitular Commission is to work out all
of the details in preparation for a General Chapter. Fr. Tom
Ovalle will lead the process. Up to this point, the Commission
has met only electronically due to the pandemic restraints
on international travel. Currently, Fr. Tom serves as Director
of the Lourdes Grotto/Tepeyac Shrine in San Antonio, TX.
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Contnued from p. 5: Formation

REMEMBERING OUR RECENTLY
DECEASED FAMILY & FRIENDS
Richard Daly, 88, brother of Bro. Paul Daly,
OMI, November 14, 2020.
Albert Torres, brother of Fr. José Torres, OMI,
December 1, 2020.
Mrs. Imelda Gosselin, mother of Colebrook NH
Oblate Associates Louise Dagesse and Diane
Goulet, and grandmother of Oblate Associate
Christian Dagesse, December 5, 2020.
The former library being converted to novice rooms.

William Hogan, brother of Fr. John Hogan, OMI,
December 9, 2020.
Henry (Hank) Bartholomew Mattimore, former
member of the Eastern Province, December
15, 2020.
Doris Hines, sister of deceased Oblate Fr.
Roger Paradis, OMI, December 21, 2020.
Aida, the sister of Fr. Ed Figueroa, OMI,
December 29, 2020.
Donald Daniel Schuckenbrock, former Oblate
and brother of deceased Oblate Fr. Harry
Schuckenbrock, OMI, January 11, 2021.
Ramona Fosmire, sister of Oblate Fr. Richard
Kulwiec, OMI, January 26, 2021.

Nobody at home to rake the leaves this year!!!
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