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DearDear  FriendFriend,,

About 20 years ago, I visited our Oblate ministries in Ukraine.  While there I discovered the 
most tenacious person I have ever met, and I can’t stop thinking about this amazing woman while 
watching the war taking place there.

Paulina Leontiva was born in Ukraine in 1918.  When the Communist Revolution took place, all 
churches in Ukraine were shut down, including St. Nicholas Church in Paulina’s neighborhood in 
Kyiv.  For decades, Paulina would pray secretively in a hidden chapel.

Paulina got fed up with praying in secret, so she began 
praying every day outside the former abandoned church.  She 
would pray in the sun, rain and snow.  The KGB police would 
escort her away, but she would return the next day.

“I made a promise to God that I would pray in front of that 
church every day until the government gave it back the Church,” 
Paulina told me.  “I would die before I stopped praying.”

Eventually Paulina’s prayers were answered when 
Communism fell, and the Oblates were able to restore 
St. Nicholas to a place of worship.  Today St. Nicholas is still a 
house of worship, and in recent months it has also served as a 
bomb shelter and food distribution center.  The Oblates remain 
at St. Nicholas and at more than a dozen ministries in Ukraine.  Just like Paulina, they are tenacious too.

“In such difficult moments of life, the support for us is the Word of God and prayer,” said 
Fr. Pavlo Vyshkovskyi, O.M.I. (the current Pastor at St. Nicholas) through a Facebook post.   
“Prayer can save Ukraine!”

Today I ask that you remember the Oblates in Ukraine and the people they serve in your prayers.  
Know that they are praying for you.  Through their example, and the example of Paulina, may we be 
tenacious in our efforts to bring healing and hope to our brothers and sisters most in need.

In Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate, 

Fr. Louis Studer, O.M.I.
Provincial, United States Province

From the Provincial 
Fr. Louis Studer, O. M. I.
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Citizens Of The Year
God Did A Good Job 

With Us

Thanks to two extraordinary Missionary Oblates, good citizenship 
is on full display at the Oblates’ St. Henry’s retirement community.

Father Sherman Wall, O.M.I., and Fr. Tom Killeen, O.M.I. are former 
“Citizens of the Year” for their work in improving the lives of people 
in their former missions.  But that’s about where the similarities end.

Father Sherman has spent most of his missionary life in a rural 
parish in the Midwest.  Father Tom has crisscrossed the world on his 
missionary journey. 

Today, they both have “Citizens of the Year” plaques in their rooms 
at St. Henry’s, just a few doors away from each other.  They are good 
friends, in addition to being great citizens.

“I have met many beautiful people everywhere I have been and I’m 
sure Fr. Sherman can say the same thing,” said Fr. Tom.  “God did a 
good job with us.”
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Father Sherman was named “Citizen of the Year” 
in 2021 for the town of Willow Springs, Missouri.  
The town, located in the “Bible Belt” of the Ozark 
Mountains, has about 2,000 residents.  The poverty 
rate in the area is nearly double the national average.

Father Sherman arrived at Sacred Heart Parish in 
Willow Springs in 1985 when he was 54 years old.  
He thought it would be a short-term assignment.   
He stayed for 36 years before moving to the Oblate 
retirement community at the age of 90.

Prior to Willow Springs, Fr. Sherman worked 
mostly as a retreat leader in the Midwest.  When he 
arrived in 1985, the Oblates had some ministries in 
the Ozarks which they began in the 1970s.

Father Sherman was immediately struck by the level of poverty in the community.  Howell 
County is one of the “hungriest” counties in the nation and Fr. Sherman and his parishioners 
were determined to do something about it.

In 1986 the parish opened a food pantry and thrift store named MUNCH (Missourians 
United to Combat Hunger).  They started off distributing food once a month to a few needy 
families, but the need was much greater than anticipated.  They quickly expanded the building 
and ministry to serve hundreds of families.  MUNCH is still in operation today and serves 
about 500 families every month. 

In April 2021, Fr. Sherman was presented the “Citizen of the Year” award at the Willow 
Springs Chamber of Commerce annual banquet.  Parishioners praised Fr. Sherman for the 
impact he made in the community while admiring his humble and empathetic nature.

“Over the past year, I would say the characteristic that has described Fr. Sherman is 
fearlessness,” said parishioner Amanda Mendez.  “At the age of 90, in a global pandemic that is 

Father Sherman Wall, O.M.I.
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supposed to be the most dangerous to him 
and his contemporaries, he did not turn 
from his duties.  He never stopped 
performing works of serving to the 
community.  Father Sherman has poured 
himself out for the people of Willow 
Springs when no one would have blamed 
him for taking a break or stepping aside.”

Another parishioner, Patty Carson, 
described Fr. Sherman this way: “Anyone 
down on their luck knows to show up at his 
door.  He is a holy, holy person; a 
wonderful, wonderful man!”

8
In 2017, Fr. Tom Killeen, O.M.I. was 

named “Citizen  of the Year” for the city of 
Cordova, Alaska.  He spent 16 years in 
Cordova for what was supposed to be his 
“retirement” assignment.  He was 70 years 
old when he arrived.  Instead of retiring, he 
worked full time running the local parish 
and became a beloved member of the 
community.

Father Tom’s arrival in Cordova 
continued a lifetime wish of ministering in 
the frozen north.  In the eighth grade, an 
Oblate visited his Missouri school and told 
the students about the Oblates’ work in the 
Arctic.  That day Fr. Tom found his calling.

A year after ordination, Fr. Tom was 
assigned to a mission in Greenland.  His 
first home was a canvas hut.  He would 
visit a scattering of Catholic families mostly 
by boat.  He learned how to f ly a plane but 
after two crashes decided, “this is nonsense,” 
and stuck to his boat.

In 1967 Fr. Tom joined the Army and 
was a Chaplain during the Vietnam War.  
He then spent a year in the Demilitarized 
Zone in Korea and three years in Germany.  

Fr. Tom Killeen, O.M.I.
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Then it was back to Greenland for seven more years before returning to the Army for 
another 13 years.

Father Tom then tried retirement for a few weeks, before accepting another 
assignment: nine years at a parish in Colorado.  He tried retirement again — for another 
few weeks — before accepting his assignment in Cordova, Alaska.

After 15 years in Cordova, the people of the town honored him with their “Citizen 
of the Year” award.  In nominating Fr. Tom for the award, Elisabeth Collins wrote the 
following testimonial about him:

“Father Tom is the epitome of a kind, caring and understanding individual.   
He meets people where they are in their own lives and does so without judgement.   
He is compassionate and intentional about his interactions with people.

Personally, I have yet to witness a situation where he has turned anyone away.   
His willingness to help people and his commitment to our community far exceeds that  
of anyone I know.  Each day I work hard in that hope that I am able to follow in his 
footsteps and make a difference in people’s lives.”

Today, Fr. Sherman is 91 years old and his kid brother Oblate, Fr. Tom, 
is a mere 90.  They are both is good health and help with liturgies at the 
Oblate retirement community and at nearby parishes.

“I’ve had a great life, and helping out at two parishes now keeps me 
alive,” said Fr. Tom.

Now in their final years of earthy ministry, both Fr. Sherman and Fr. Tom 
appreciate the honors and recognitions that have been given to them.  
But they quickly deflect any praise coming their way.  Their missionary 
journeys may have appeared extraordinary to some, but Fr. Sherman and 
Fr. Tom consider themselves to be just ordinary Missionary Oblates.

“The people need to be in charge because someday I won’t be here,” 
said Fr. Sherman.  “I prefer to be the cheerleader, not the leader.”

They have been cheered as citizens of the year.  While also being 
citizens and messengers of God’s love for a lifetime. 
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This year marks the 175th Anniversary of 
the arrival of the first Oblate missionaries to 
the United States in 1847 in what was then 
known as the Oregon Territory.  At that time 
Oregon included the present states of Oregon 
and Washington. 

A request for Oblate missionaries was 
made by the newly-appointed Bishop of 
Walla Walla, Magloire Blanchet, in 1846.  
Father Bruno Guigues, Superior of the 
Oblates in North America, relayed the 
request to Superior General Bp. Eugene 
De Mazenod in Marseille, France. 

Bishop De Mazenod had sent the first 
Oblates to Canada in 1841 and in just six 
short years, the congregation had expanded 
to the Pacific Northwest.  Father Guigues, 
later first Bishop of Bytown (Ottawa) and 
Bp. Ignace Bourget, (Montréal), a close 
friend of Bp. De Mazenod, were both 
interested in this foundation.  Father Paschal 
Ricard, O.M.I. had been appointed Superior 
of the Oregon mission on January 8, 1947. 

On January 11, 1847 the General Council 
in Marseille noted a commitment between 
Fr. Guigues and Bp. Magloire Blanchet  
of then Walla Walla, Washington: “There 
are serious reasons in favor of this project.  
The advantage of embracing all the  
(Native American) missions of North America, 
extending ourselves from one ocean to 
another, that of establishing ourselves in 
territories bordering on Hudson Bay, where 
the congregation is already established and 
the good that there is to do in completely 

new missions among numerous and still 
infidel tribes …”

Having set sail from Le Havre on 
February 14, 1847 the missionaries did not 
reach Walla Walla until the following 
September 5.  On January 2, 1848 the 
scholastics Chirouse and Pandosy were 
ordained to the priesthood by Bp. Magloire 
Blanchet.  Georges Blanchet remained a 
brother for a long time and was not ordained 
to the priesthood until November 1, 1892.

A cold reception awaited the first 
Oblates.  Bishop Blanchet’s reception of  
the missionaries was quite cold and when  
Bp. De Mazenod had learned of this, he was 
certainly saddened, and thought he had to 
warn Bp. Bourget: 

“I was going to say in confidence how 
little the Bp. of Walla Walla had responded 
to the alacrity with which I had, in his 
pressing appeal, furnished him with devoted 
missionaries.  Having been provided, during 
the period that our good fathers were on their 
way by sea, with what he thought would 
suffice, I believe he was annoyed to see them 
arrive.  He received them in the first place 
more than coldly and does not appear to have 
become more amiable towards them since.  
What appalls me is that the distance between 
us and these good missionaries means that 
they are going to suffer greatly before I can 
get to them the supplies which I had to 
presume this prelate would furnish since he 
had asked me for them as a great favour, his 
letter being proof of that.” 

By Bro. Richard Cote, O.M.I.
Historian/Archivist, St. Joseph the Worker Shrine, Lowell, Massachusetts

175
YEARS

Oblates Celebrate  
In The United States
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Bishop Bourget tried to reassure the 
founder: “Father Ricard and his confreres 
may have been a little surprised by the 
coolness of the Bishop of Walla Walla.   
But I hope that when they have lived with 
him, they will be able to better judge the 
goodness of his heart.  He is naturally 
serious, unemotional and even chilly for 
anyone approaching him for the first time.  
May it please God that this is only the effect 
of travel and momentousness.”

The Bishop of Walla Walla asked the 
Oblates to begin a mission among the Walla 
Walla and Yakima Indians.  Beginning in 
1847 they built a wooden chapel and house at 
the meeting of the Yakima and Colombia 
Rivers.  They dedicated this mission to  
St. Rose of Lima.

Besides the missionaries living in extreme 
poverty, a misunderstanding existed between 
Fr. Pascal Ricard, Superior, and Bp. Magloire 
Blanchet of Walla Walla that he wished to 
treat the Oblates as if they were diocesan 
priests.  Father Gigues wrote to Bp. Bourget: 
“I received news from Oregon of Fr. Ricard.  
It seems that the Bishop of Walla Walla 

allowed himself to be influenced by his 
brother’s (Archbishop Norbert Blanchet of 
Oregon City) extraordinary ideas on religious 
orders.  I had, however, made it a condition 
of this establishment to renounce such ideas  
I regarded as harmful to the good, and which 
would have taken me away from making  
this foundation.”

Difficulties continued for the Oblates in 
the Oregon Territory until August 15, 1878 
when they left the Oregon Territory and were 
transferred to the Diocese of Westminster, 
British Columbia.  On January 13, 1857 
Fr. Ricard wrote to the Superior General: 
“Heaven in its goodness is prodigious in 
consolations for which we dared not hope.  
The action of Providence is visible.  We 
ourselves are very surprised at the wonders of 
grace that are being accomplished before our 
eyes, and the Protestants are even more 
astonished.  Every day, new bands of native 
peoples come to us to hear the Word of God 
and to steep themselves in the spiritual life by 
receiving the sacraments.  And that, in spite 
of three feet of snow…” 

In 1849 the Oblates accepted the challenge 
of extending the presence of the Texas Catholic 
Church into the Lower Rio Grande Valley.  
There were no Catholic churches in the area at 
the time.  At the beginning the Oblates 
struggled with very little support from people 
in and around Brownsville, but gradually they 
began to gain more people’s confidence.

The Calvary of Christ is a traditional designation for the Oblates 
who did ministry on horseback in Texas and northern Mexico 

Brownsville, Texas

Other Early Oblate Ministries In U.S.
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In 1850 Bp. Eugene De Mazenod accepted an invitation from the Bishop of the Diocese of 
Buffalo to entrust to the Oblates a major seminary, college and parish.  Three Oblates arrived 
in Buffalo on July 26, 1850.  In 1851 the Oblates were put in charge of the Catholic College of 
Buffalo which also 
served as the Major 
Seminary.  The 
seminarians that first 
year paid $130 a year 
for all their expenses.

In 1852 the Oblates 
began ministering at 
Holy Angels Parish.  
Holy Angels would be 
home to the Oblates 
until 2020.  In its heyday, the parish school boasted an enrollment of over 500 students.

In addition to staffing the college and parishes, the Oblates in Buffalo were known for their 
preaching of missions.  During a six-year period, they conducted nearly 200 missions and 
retreats.  Father Edouard Chevalier, O.M.I. asserted: “I  don’t think that I am wrong in saying, 
that without these missions half of these populations would be lost to Catholicism.”

The Oblates were offered a parish to serve the French-
speaking people of Lowell in 1867.  Father Andrew-Marie 
Garin, O.M.I. and Fr. Candidus Lagier, O.M.I. arrived in April 
1868 and gave the first mission in the basement of St. Patrick’s 
Church.

The people were so inspired that within the month they 
raised money and purchased a Protestant church to hold their 
own services and named it St. Joseph’s Church.  It was the first 
parish establish in Lowell to serve the spiritual needs of the 
French-speaking immigrants.  In 1956 the church was dedicated 
as a shrine in honor of St. Joseph the Worker and the Oblates 
continue to minister there today. 

Lowell, Massachusetts

Buffalo, New York

from 1849 to 1904.  They were involved in the tumultuous events of the early Rio Grande 
Valley history: border lawlessness, civil wars in both countries, yellow fever and hurricanes.  
Seven Oblates died between 1853 and 1862, causing St. Eugene De Mazenod, Oblate founder, 
to exclaim: “Cruel Texas mission!”

8

8

Holy Angels Church & College

Father Andrew-Marie Garin, O.M.I.
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Oblate Crossings

Hearts Immersed in God
Pope Francis recently greeted 30 members of the Oblate Missionary Cooperators of the 

Immaculate (COMI in Italian) in recognition of the Missionary Oblates’ secular institute’s 
70th Anniversary.

COMI has lay participants around the world who are asked to “be like the Oblates.”  In 
collaboration with the Oblates, members provide health care for the poor, teach children, assist 
with pastoral ministries and provide a variety of other forms of social and spiritual outreach.

In visiting with COMI representatives at the Vatican, Pope Francis noted that being 
consecrated as member of a secular institute means living the spirit of the Incarnation in the 
time and place in which God has placed us.  He encouraged the COMI members to go into the 
world with hearts immersed in God.

“It does not mean taking refuge in a middle ground,” said Pope Francis.  “But fully sharing, 
like Jesus, the condition of ordinary people, the daily work routine, homelife, neighborhood 
relationship and so on, all animated by the light of faith, the warmth of charity, the horizon 
of hope.”

Three-Part Harmony Farm Expanding
Congratulations to Gail Taylor, owner and operator of Three-Part 

Harmony Farm, located at the Oblates’ U.S. Province administrative 
offices in Washington, D.C.  Out of 180 local businesses that applied, 
Three-Part Harmony Farm was among nine to receive a grant from 
Capital Impact Partners (Nourishing DC Collaborative) in partnership 
with Washington, D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser’s office.

“We’ve come a long way since the backyard gardening days when 
we use to carry tools on the bus to tend vegetables at the Dorothy Day 

Catholic Worker House,” said Gail  “Thank you Nourish DC for making a place at the table for 
a small, independent Black-owned farm to be part of the future of DC’s local food scene.”

Three-Part Harmony Farm  was established in 2012,  primarily growing vegetables sold to 
local families.  In 2021, Three-Part Harmony Farm sold produce to 100 families through 
community-supported agriculture sales.  The farm also grows and sells vegetable and 
flower seedlings.

The $50,000 grant will be used to purchase two hoop houses to extend the growing season, 
a walk-in cooler and additional staff to support increased harvest.
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Oblates Oblates 
Celebrate Celebrate 

175 Years In  175 Years In  
Sri LankaSri Lanka

Twenty years after forming the 
Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate, 
the Oblate founder St. Eugene 
De Mazenod was looking to expand  
the Oblates’ presence beyond Europe.  
One of the places he settled on was a 
tiny island nation off the east coast of 
India, Ceylon (known today as 
Sri Lanka).

Saint Eugene sent four missionaries 
to the isolated island.  They had almost 
no knowledge of the country.  Two of 
the Oblates were French, one Italian 
and one from Ireland.  When they 
arrived, there was no significant 
Catholic population on the island.  
Most people were either Buddhist or 
Hindu and there was a small group 
of Muslims.

“We can only imagine the 
tremendous trust that they had in God 
to venture into this unknown territory,” 
said Fr. Jeevendra Paul, O.M.I.  “They 
were outstanding Oblates who left an 
indelible impact on the lives of the 
people through their excellence and 
creativity.”

The early Oblates in Sri Lanka were 
excellent at finding creative ways to 

serve the spiritual and physical needs  
of the poor on the island.  They 
constructed numerous churches and 
several Catholic institutions as well as 
trained many indigenous clergy.  Saint 
Eugene was so impressed by the work  
of the pioneer Oblates in Sri Lanka that 
within 15 years he had sent 31 more 
Oblates from Europe to serve in 
the country.

In the early days of the mission, 
most of the Oblates were parish priests 
or managers of dioceses.  Eventually, 
they branched out to new forms of 
serving the poor through other avenues 
of evangelization, social rehabilitation, 
psychological counseling, as well as 
caring for the displaced, refugees, 
orphans, widows and school dropouts.

Two crises in Sri Lanka, a 25-year 
civil war and a tsunami in 2004 that 
killed 37,000 people, greatly impacted 
the Oblates’ work on the island.  The 
Oblates launched several rehabilitation 
programs for the poor such as building 
temporary houses, providing food and 
relief supplies and other emergency 
services.  The Oblates became 
specialists in psychological counselling 
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and established five Centers for Counseling 
and Spiritual Renewal to help people with 
healing and guidance in their lives.

Youth ministries have also been at the 
forefront of the Oblates’ work in Sri Lanka.  
Today they run several orphanages and 
technical schools for poor children.

The Oblates started the St. Vincent’s 
Technical School in Maggona in 1881,  
the first social service institute for 
underprivileged children in Sri Lanka.   
The school is still in operation with  
children being provided an education, 
lodging, meals and medical care.  

Some of the children are orphans while 
others were abandoned by their families due 
to financial or personal reasons.  They receive 
technical/vocational training in carpentry, 
welding, mechanics, industrial electrician 
and air conditioning and refrigeration.

The Oblates also created the La-kri-vi 
Movements (Valiant Children of Action) to 
cultivate and develop spirituality in children 
ages five to 15.  Currently there are more 
than 9,000 children involved in the program 
in about 400 villages throughout the country.

From four missionaries 175 years ago,  
the Sri Lanka mission now consists of 266 
Oblates, the largest religious congregation of 
men in the country.  More than 70 of these 
Oblates are seminarians, a hopeful sign for 
the future of the missions.  The Sri Lankan 

Oblates have established missions in recent 
years to India, Pakistan and Bangladesh and 
have also sent missionaries to countries in 
Asia, Africa and Europe.

“The Oblate vocation is ever fresh and 
relevant to the present time, even when times 
are fast changing and new needs are arising,” 
said Fr. Paul.  “The 175th Anniversary 
celebration this year will bring an awareness 
of the pioneering spirit of our Oblate 
missionaries of the past and inspire the 
present Oblates to venture into the future 
trusting in God and in themselves.” 
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Because I’mBecause I’m

HappyHappy
Because I’mBecause I’m

Brother David Chisha O.M.I. has a shirt with a 
simple quote on it from Oblate martyr Mario Borzaga: 
“My vocation is to be a happy man.”  And today he is a 
very happy man because he is a Missionary Oblate.

“We need to find our happiness in life, and when we 
embrace God, we become happy,” Bro. David explains.

Brother David has found happiness in God since he 
was a boy growing up in Zambia.  He is from a family of 
six children who were active in the St. Charles Luangwa 
Parish in Chipulukusu.  As an altar server, Bro. David 
particularly enjoyed going with the priests to bring the 
Eucharist to the sick.

“The presence of the priest brought much joy to the 
people we visited,” said Bro. David.  “Our visit brought a 
smile to their face and that made a big impact on me 
even at such a young age.”

After high school, Bro. David went to the big city of 
Lusaka to find work.  He studied auto mechanics and 
earned a certification.  While in Lusaka, a group of 
Oblate pre-novices visited his parish and invited him to 
play soccer.  A huge soccer fan, Bro. David jumped at 

HappyHappy
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HappyHappy the opportunity to join in.  Playing soccer with the young Oblates was the beginning 
of his Oblate journey.

Brother David became friends with the pre-novices and would play soccer and 
other activities several days a week with them.  Soon, he began to take an interest in 
a possible vocation as a Missionary Oblate.  

“I was inspired by the charism of the congregation: zeal to preach the Gospel to 
the poor with their many faces, especially those who are most abandoned,” said 
Bro. David.

When he told his family he wanted to pursue the possibility of a religious 
vocation, there was some apprehension at first.  As the oldest son, it was expected 
that he would get a job to support his family.  But Bro. David comes from a strong 
Catholic family and was eventually told by his mom, “If this is what God is calling 
you to do then who am I to say no.”

Brother David joined the Oblates’ pre-novitiate program in 2014.  He spent four 
years discerning his vocation, learning about the Oblate founder and attending 
philosophy classes.  In 2018 he was stunned to learn that he would be doing his 
novitiate year in the United States.

“I was both excited and nervous about going to America,” said Bro. David.  “I 
had never lived more than an hour away from my family.”

After his novitiate year, Bro. David continued his Oblate journey in the United 
States, studying at Oblate School of Theology (OST) in San Antonio, Texas.  
During the past four years, he has been back to Zambia just once for a short visit.

Today, Bro. Davis is part of an international community of Oblate seminarians 
studying at OST.  He is popular with his classmates because he is always smiling 
and in a good mood.

Brother David is truly living his vocation to “be a happy man.”  And in doing so, 
he brings happiness to everyone he meets, and will continue to do so as a Missionary 
Oblate for generations to come. 

“We need to find “We need to find 
our happiness in our happiness in 
life, and when we life, and when we 
embrace God, we embrace God, we 
become happybecome happy..””

HappyHappy
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“My vocation is to be a happy man.”
Blessed Mario Borzaga, O.M.I.
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“My vocation is to be a happy man.”
Blessed Mario Borzaga, O.M.I.
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During the war, 
Ukrainians have turned  
to God in prayer.  In 
addition, almost all parishes, regardless of 
their religious denomination – Catholic, 
Orthodox, Protestant – collect aid for the 
military and systematically bring it to the 
front.  But just as important, if not even more 
so, is the mission of the priests themselves 
who travel to reach the Ukrainian soldiers. 

Ukraine wants to officially introduce the 
position of ‘military chaplain’ soon, but in the 
meantime this mission is carried out by 
priests who feel called to voluntarily stand 
alongside the military in places of combat 
operations.  One such priest is Fr. Vadim 
Dorosh, O.M.I. who for several years  
has been systematically travelling to the 
frontline and serving the soldiers.

Father Vadim has been a military 
Chaplain since 2014.  He was born and 
raised in the city of Bar (Ukraine).  He was 
previously a member of the Army.  He first 
did compulsory service and then served in 
the Army under contract.  There he 
underwent a process of conversion and 

entered the Oblate pre-novitiate 
in Obukhiv.

Now as a priest he lives and serves in 
the community of Tyvriv in the Vinnitsa 
region.  In addition to serving at the 

Oblate shrine in Tyvriv, he is responsible for 
youth in that parish and also for the 
Memorial Museum of the Ukrainian 
Martyrs of the 20th century.  In the 
Delegation of Ukraine he is responsible for 
vocations and meetings of altar servers, as 
well as for the group of Friends of the 
Missionaries. 

Father Vadim recounts:  “When the war 
started in 2014, I was a scholastic in Poland, 
where I helped displaced people and migrants 
from Ukraine.  After finishing the seminary, I 
returned to Ukraine and was ordained a priest 
in Bar (Ukraine).  Then I also started to 
travel as a volunteer to the Donetsk region, 
where I worked with the Christian Relief 
Service, which has about 20 different corps, in 
particular the War Chaplain Corps.  In 2020, 
the founder of this service, Andriy Olenchyk, 
offered me the opportunity to become a 
military Chaplain and I accepted.

The mission of a chaplain is, first and 
foremost, to be among the military and to 

Testimony Of A 
Ukrainian Oblate 
Military Chaplain

Based on materials  
by Irina Rudyk-Malaya,  

originally published  
on barnews.city
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represent them in prayer with and for them.  
In addition, it involves both talking to them 
and confessing to them….  In other words, we 
are a witness of Jesus Christ in their midst so 
that the military understands that God is 
with them.”

For three years now, Fr. Vadim has been 
visiting Ukrainian soldiers on a regular basis, 
spending two to three weeks with them.  
When asked if it is safe, he replies that there 
is no completely safe place now: “The 
chaplain is not usually on the front line, 
although these situations do occur.  I have had 
to be in trenches and barricades.”

A chaplain travels to different places 
where there is fighting.  He says there are 
several factors that determine where he will 
go: “In the East, I went to a specific place 
because of the Christian Relief Service.  The 
ministry there was both military and civilian.  
We go to the south mainly because of the need 
for recruits from Vinnitsa.”

Although the soldiers are of different 
religions, the military chaplains, regardless of 
their denomination, give their blessing to all.  
The same goes for the sacrament of 
confession: “Blessing for all.  As for the 
sacraments, in cases of emergency, for example, 
during war, when there is a threat to life, the 
chaplain can confess any Christian, regardless 
of his or her denominational affiliation.”

But Ukrainian soldiers on the frontline 
need to talk.  Father Vadim recounts what  
he remembers most about his work as  
a chaplain:

“Most of the time, the servicemen want to 
talk.  We talk a lot.  I remember one soldier sat 
next to me and talked for almost three hours 
while I listened.  Then he thanked me, I 
blessed him and he left.  Another huge soldier, 
about six feet tall and strongly built, asked for 

confession.  It turned out that the last time he 
had gone to confession was more than 20 years 
ago.  I thought then that, indeed, since such a 
big and strong warrior kneels down and needs 
God, we chaplains are needed, that God is 
really at work and that we are not helpless.

On one occasion a unit commander simply 
‘unburdened his heart.’  He needed to be heard.  
And another important moment was 
personally when a military man came up and 
said: ‘You gave us medallions of the Virgin 
Mary, but there were not enough for everyone.  
Moments like this make it clear that for the 
military it is really important to feel God’s 
presence close to them.’” 
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My Vocation Story
Fr. Joe Ferraioli, O.M.I.

Father Joe Ferraioli, O.M.I. is currently a Chaplain at the Benedictine Living Community 
located at the National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows.  Here he reflects on his vocation 
journey as a Missionary Oblate.

I guess my vocation story could be 
considered one of starts and stops.  

Growing up in Tewksbury, Massachusetts 
our family lived in St. William’s Parish, an 
Oblate ministry.  Oblate priests taught me 
how to serve Mass and interacted with me as 
a boy and teenager.

One in particular, Fr. Michael Devaney, 
O.M.I. invited some of us boys to attend a 
Workshop Week at the Oblate minor 
seminary in Newburgh, New York.  That was 
my first start.  There I met Oblate scholastics 
and learned more about the missionary order.

Going to Sacred Heart Grade School and 
St. Joseph’s High School in Lowell, 
Massachusetts put me in two more places 

where Oblates were working: Sacred Heart 
Church and St. Jenene Baptiste Church, right 
across the street from my high school.

Every priest I had ever met wore a 
cassock and a cross.  I thought all priests 
were Oblates, so naturally when I considered 
priesthood it would be as an Oblate.

Two years in the minor seminary in 
Newburgh were my second start.  Then it 
was off to Godfrey, Illinois to attend the 
Oblate Novitiate where I experienced my 
first stop.  By the middle of January of my 
Novitiate year I felt like this was not the life 
for me, feeling like there was a great big 
world out there just waiting for me and I was 
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My Vocation Story
Fr. Joe Ferraioli, O.M.I.

tucked away on the bluffs overlooking the 
Mississippi River.

I decided to leave and see where life 
would take me.  But, after going home, 
getting a job and wondering about my future 
in a more mature manner, I reconsidered the 
priesthood and sought re-admittance to the 
Novitiate.  I got it and had to begin the year 
all over again, but this time I completed it.

My years in the scholasticate in 
Washington, D.C. were challenging 
academically for me, but I loved going out in 
the summer to do ministry and was certain 
this was the life for me.

Ordination came in 1977 and for 25 years 
I was a reasonably happy priest working in 
various places.  In 2002 as I approached my 
25th Anniversary of ordination, a mid-life 
crisis hit.  I was somewhat bewildered and 
confused.  I asked for a leave of absence 

which was granted for about a year and a 
half.  That was my second stop.  The time 
away afforded me the opportunity to deal 
with some issues in my life and repositioned 
me again for ministry.

My final start was a return to ministry 
and my Oblate life in 2004.  Now, some years 
later, things have definitely leveled out.  
Through it all God’s love for me has been 
manifest and His guiding hand has helped 
me through all the starts and stops.  The next 
stop will be Judgement Day for me, and I 
intend to keep moving forward until then in 
a life that has given complete meaning to 
my existence.

One thing is for sure, if God is calling 
you, He will sustain you through it all.  
Praised be Jesus Christ and Mary 
Immaculate for sticking with me. 
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Our friend Maria de Jesus asked for help 
from the church because her husband was 
hard of hearing.  He sells nopales (an edible 
cactus) in the streets while carrying a heavy 
box.  This is dangerous for 
him with his hearing problem 
since he is not able to hear 
cars and not able to hear 
people talking with him.  
Thanks to our Oblate medical 
outreach program working 
with the Lions Club hearing 
aid program, we were able to 
get him a hearing aid at a 
greatly reduced cost.

Maria de Jesus thanked us 
gratefully, and smiled and 
said, “don’t forget about me.”  
When we asked what she 
needed, she replied that it is 
really painful for her to chew 
because she only has small 
pieces of teeth.  We asked a 
recent dental graduate from 
our scholarship program for 
help.  Oscar Velazquez has 
volunteered  at the church for 
a long time playing the guitar 
and was quick to offer to help.

Oscar was able to perform 
14 extractions two at a time.  
Maria needed to go seven 
times to the clinic where he 
works.  Oscar only charged for 

the materials he needed ($30 dollars) for the 
extractions.  When Oscar got down to only 
two teeth remaining, we received a Godsend.

We had been selling things at the parish 
with the thought that some of 
the proceeds would go toward 
the $500 needed for the new 
teeth that Maria de Jesus 
would need.  Mario, a U.S. 
citizen, had come to our 
parish to distribute about 80 
food baskets.  Just out of 
hand, Mario mentioned that 
if we ever know of a person 
needing dental work, he 
would be willing to do it, 
since it was his occupation.

So, when Mario offered to 
help, we immediately 
mentioned Maria.  We 
arranged for him to meet 
Maria.  A month later Maria 
was in tears saying it’s been 
years eating only oatmeal and 
other soft foods.  Now she 
says she feels like she has a 
new life.  She had long felt 
like no one cared about her, 
but now seeing people of 
different ages and from 
different countries coming 
together gladdens her heart.

From The Tijuana Mission
Something To Smile About
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Thanks to Rich Reader and David Rizo for providing stories about the work of the 
Missionary Oblates in the Tijuana mission.

María lives in Rojo Gómez Alto 
with her husband and two small 
children.  They relocated from the state 
of Oaxaca a little less than two years 
ago.  They had lost their jobs in Oaxaca 
because of the pandemic. 

For a short while they lived with a 
friend who also resettled from Oaxaca.  
But the house was too small for the two 
families, so they bought a house on 
payments in Rojo Gómez Alto.  The 
land is much cheaper there.  However, 
the road is terrible and they have no 
utilities.

Maria and her husband must walk 
30 minutes to get to where they can 
catch a bus to go to work.  Unfortunately, a few months ago they were robbed and lost their cell 
phones and money.  What hurt them the most is that they had received a Christmas bonus with 
which they intended to repair their roof.  (Many people do not use bank accounts and prefer to 
carry the money on their person rather than leave it in an empty house.)

Of course, they were very upset and saddened because they had been trying to give their 
children a better quality of life.  Reflecting, Maria says that everything happens for a reason.   
“I do not seek revenge or wish those people ill.  I only hope that they manage to find what they 
are looking for.”

Maria’s family was the benefactor of a new roof from our parish’s roof program.  She 
believes that in one way or another God provides the means for them to put a decent roof over 
their heads and she is very grateful.  What pleases her the most is that God sent this blessing at 
the exact moment she needed it most. 

Everything Happens For A Reason
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Holy Rosary Parish in Fairmont City, 
Illinois has been great for the Suarez family.  
In fact, it has been great, great, great, 
great, great.

Five generations of Suarezs have 
worshipped at Holy Rosary.  In March, 
current family members gathered at the 
church to celebrate the parish’s 100th 
Anniversary.  For the Suarezs, the celebration 
was a family affair. 

Manuel and Carmen 
Suarez, along with their 
four children, were some 
of the first parishioners  
at the parish after 
immigrating from Spain.  
Dozens of Suarezs since 
have worshipped at the 
parish church and 
attended the parish school.  
For 100 years, they have 
always felt welcomed at 
Holy Rosary.

“Holy Rosary has 
always been a welcoming 
environment for all people,” said Fr. Harold 
Fisher, O.M.I.  the current Pastor.  “I am 
eager to see what the Lord has in store for us 
over the next century.”

Fairmont City, located near St. Louis, 
had a rough reputation in the 1920s.  There 
were 17 saloons in the city and not a single 
church.  Many of the residents were Catholic 
immigrants and most spoke Spanish as their 
primary language.

Bishop Henry Althoff established the 
parish and selected Fr. Joseph Pico to be the 
first Pastor.  Father Pico was born in Spain 
and had ministered in Mexico before coming 
to the St. Louis area.  The first Mass celebrated 
at Holy Rosary was on March 19, 1922 in  
the living room of the rectory.  A total of  
26 parishioners were in attendance.  

The parish had a humble beginning that 
included a six-room frame building that 

served as a combination 
church and rectory.  A 
two-room school opened 
in 1924 with over 100 
students.  The Ursuline 
Sisters arrived in 1929 to 
teach at the expanding 
school which was now 
serving over 250 students.  
In 1932 the parish 
purchased a two-room 
portable building from the 
East St. Louis School 
District for $15.

The parish religious 
and educational programs continued to 
expand over the years.  The current church 
was built in 1951 to serve as many as 500 
worshippers at one time.  The school 
building also expanded, with a new school 
opening in 1971.  For 41 years, Shirley Kurre 
served as the school Principal, a truly jack-of-
all-trades Principal, Kurre at times even 
drove the school bus.

CelebratingCelebrating
100 YEARS OF FAITH

“I am eager to see what the 
Lord has in store for  

us over the next century.”
Fr. Harold Fisher, O.M.I.
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Always an ethnically diverse parish, 
Holy Rosary began to serve a growing 
Hispanic population in the 1990s.  New 
programs were added to the Hispanic 
Ministry to help immigrants assimilate to 
their new environment.  The new Hispanic 
programs included a men’s group, youth 
group and a couples ministry.

In 2019, the local bishop asked 
Missionary Oblates to consider taking over 
the parish because of the Oblates’ extensive 
work with Hispanic communities throughout 
the United States.  The Oblates accepted the 
challenge and Fr. Fisher was named Pastor.  
Today he is assisted at Holy Rosary by another 
Oblate, Fr. Jim Fee, O.M.I. who also 
ministers at the nearby National Shrine of 
Our Lady of the Snows.

“I am very proud that the Missionary 
Oblates are the priests who serve this parish,” 
said Fr. Louis Studer, O.M.I. Provincial of 
the Oblates’ U.S. Province as he attended the 
100th Anniversary of Holy Rosary.  “Each 
time I have visited here, I have been edified 

by your love for your parish community and 
for the Oblate priests who serve you.  You 
should be very proud of what has been 
accomplished by the parishioners of Holy 
Rosary these past 100 years, and I offer 
prayers that this celebration will be an 
occasion to re-dedicate yourselves so that this 
ministry will continue for many years into 
the future.” 
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One day Nicole was spending time alone 
at the Shrine church examining her faith 
journey.  She had spent many years as part of 
the Catholic community in East St. Louis, 
but was beginning to feel like something was 
missing.  She was considering finding a new 
Church home.

As she sat in the Shrine church, a young 
man came up to her and they began a 
conversation.  Nicole mentioned that she was 
at a crossroads with her faith.  The young 
man mentioned how much he enjoyed being 
part of the Shrine family and invited her to 
attend a Holy Week performance to be held 
at the Shrine in a few days.

Nicole accepted the invitation to attend 
the performance.  When the play started, she 

discovered that the young man who had 
invited her was the actor who played Jesus.  

“So, you can say that Jesus invited me to 
the Shrine, and I have been grateful to him 
ever since,” said Nicole.

That chance encounter with Jesus at the 
Shrine took place in 2007.  Since then, Nicole 
has been an active member of the Shrine 
community, serving as a lector and also 
becoming a leader in the Oblate Associates 
program based at the Shrine.

“There is a really strong Catholic 
presence here at the Shrine,” said Nicole.  
“Once I started coming here I couldn’t stop.”

Nicole grew up in East St. Louis, a few 
miles away from the Shrine.  She worked for 
the local diocese and was responsible for a 

Oblate Journey Begins  
With Unique Invitation

Jesus invited Nicole Younge to the  
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows.  Sort of.
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variety of R.C.I.A. and sacramental 
preparation programs at the diocesan 
churches in East St. Louis.

Nicole also graduated from the Black 
Catholic Studies Program at Xavier 
University in New Orleans.  One of her 
teachers was Sr. Thea Bowman, the 
legendary educator and activist who worked 
to break down racial and cultural barriers 
within the Catholic Church.  Sister Thea, 
who passed away in 1990, is on the pathway 
to being declared a saint in the Church.

When Catholic churches began to be 
consolidated in East St. Louis, Nicole felt her 
faith journey might be taking her in a new 
direction.  She was still attending church but 
felt like Mass was little more than sitting in a 
pew instead of actively taking part in the 
celebration of one’s faith.

So, she began to look around at other 
places to worship, resulting in that chance 

encounter with “Jesus” at the Shrine.  Now 
15 years later, she can be found at the Shrine 
every Sunday filled with a joyful spirit and 
grateful heart.

In recent years Nicole has become 
particularly involved with the Oblate 
Associates at the Shrine.  The group meets 
regularly to examine their faith through the 
charism of the Oblates.  Representing the 
Oblate Associates, Nicole recently attended 
the Oblates’ convocation for the United 
States Province, a time when the Oblates 
chart a course for the future of the ministries 
in the province.

For Nicole, her faith is at the center of her 
life.  And the Shrine is at the center of her 
prayer life.  It is a match made in Heaven, 
thanks to an unexpected visit from Jesus. 
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A new exhibit at the National Shrine 
of Our Lady of the Snows highlights the 
Missionary Oblates’ work in the Arctic, and 
how this work resulted in the creation of a 
shrine dedicated to Our Lady of the Snows 
in Belleville, Illinois.

“Arctic Wings and a Shrine” opened on 
August 5, the liturgical feast of Our Lady of 
the Snows.  It is a multi-room exhibit that 
takes pilgrims on a journey from the Arctic 
to the Shrine, including how the devotion to 
Our Lady of the Snows was brought to 
Belleville in the late 1930s by former Arctic 
missionary, Fr. Paul Schulte, O.M.I.

Among the guests at the inauguration were 
the current leader of the Belleville Diocese, 
Bp. Michael McGovern, as well as Arctic 
missionary, Bp. Anthony Krotki, O.M.I. of 
the Diocese of Churchill-Hudson Bay, 
Manitoba, Canada.

Foppe Visual Communications oversaw 
the creation and installation of the exhibit.  
Chief designer was Tom Foppe of Highland, 
Illinois.  The Oblates have been part of Tom’s 

life ever since he was born into a family of 
eight boys, the son of Carole and Ron Foppe.  
His great uncle was Fr. Cyril Foppe, O.M.I.  
His parents were very involved in the 
founding of the Victorious Missionaries led 
by Fr. John Maronic, O.M.I. 

While still in his teens, Tom was invited 
to restore one of the original paintings of 
Our Lady of the Snows which had suffered 
significant water damage.  Tom, as well as 
his father and his younger brother John, were 
part of Oblate vocational discernment 
programs.  And Tom designed and produced 
the Children’s Garden at the Shrine, as well 
as other exhibits.  Tom and his wife JoAnn 
are the parents of five adult children.

Arctic Wings  
and a Shrine
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The exhibit begins near the 
main entrance to the Shrine’s 
Visitors’ Center with a focus on 
the Oblate founder, St. Eugene 
De Mazenod.  There are videos 
of the saint’s life and enlarged 
copies of some of his letters 
written on the early missionaries 
in the Arctic.

The path then leads past pictures of what 
visitors can expect in the exhibit to the 
exhibit itself.  The visitors can learn more 
about difficult Arctic missions, past and 
present, as well as about the Shrine and its 
origins; from a small image painted by a 
friend of Fr. Schulte to the now realized 
vision and dream of the Shrine’s founder, 
Fr. Edwin J. Guild, O.M.I.

The exhibit includes a special interactive 
children’s room.  Other features of the 
exhibit highlight the Oblates’ worldwide 
missionary efforts; the Shrine’s devotional 
areas, vocation to Oblate religious life and 
the role of the Missionary Association of 
Mary Immaculate USA (MAMI) and  
the Oblate partners in the mission of the 
Church. 

To learn more about the Shrine and its new exhibit, 
visit snows.org.
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Oblate Crossings

Oblates Lay Associates Congress
Nearly 30 Oblate co-missionaries from 

the United States and Canada took part in an 
Oblate Lay Associates Congress held in San 
Antonio, Texas in May.  This was only the 
second Lay Congress in the history of the 
Oblate congregation.

Members of the Mazenodian-Oblate 
Family and Oblates gathered for a weekend 
to share prayer, Eucharist and conversations 
focused on concrete plans for future 
collaborations between the laity and the 
Oblates.  Participants were also able to hear 
from other associates from around the world 
about how they are living the Oblate charism 
in their daily lives.

“I participated with the group gathered in San Antonio and found the stories, the sharing, 
both heartfelt and inspiring,” said Fr. Louis Studer, O.M.I. Provincial of the United States 
Province.  “I came away from the event convinced that the members of the Mazenodian-Oblate 
Family, through their love of the Oblate charism, greatly enrich and strengthen us vowed Oblates.”

First Squamish Mass
The Missionary Oblates recently celebrated 

the first Mass in the Squamish language.  
Squamish is spoken by native people in British 
Columbia.  The special Mass was celebrated at 
St. Paul’s Indian Catholic Church in Vancouver.

Father Garry Laboucane, O.M.I. who has 
First Nations heritage, celebrated the Mass 
wearing a feathered war bonnet, a symbol of 
leadership, and vestments made of buckskins.  
Plans are for Mass to be celebrated in the 
Squamish language on the fourth Sunday of 
every month.
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Higher Gift Annuity Rates!
Good News!  We are pleased to announce an increase in the rates for an Oblate 

Gift Annuity.  You will now get a higher rate of return on your new charitable gift annuity, and 
you will be benefiting the ministries of the Missionary Oblates.

The rate is based on your age at the time the charitable gift annuity is established.  You will 
receive a one-time charitable deduction for the year the gift is made.  To learn more about a 
charitable gift annuity fill out the form below or you can visit oblatesusa.org/annuities and 
watch a short video explaining the program.

To receive more information, contact Dawn at 1-877-398-7687 or email dsmith@oblatesusa.org.

Name  

Address  

City  

State    ZIP   Phone  

E-mail     Birth date  

Name of second annuitant (if applicable)  

 

Birth date of second annuitant  

Rate Increase!!!
Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate Age Rate

60 4.5 65 4.8 70 5.3 75 6.0 80 7.0 85 8.1 90+ 9.1

61 4.5 66 4.9 71 5.4 76 6.1 81 7.2 86 8.3 * Based on 
your age at 
the time of 
the gift.

62 4.6 67 5.0 72 5.5 77 6.3 82 7.5 87 8.5

63 4.7 68 5.1 73 5.7 78 6.5 83 7.7 88 8.7

64 4.8 69 5.2 74 5.8 79 6.8 84 7.9 89 8.9
Not available in all states.

For a free proposal call 1-877-398-7687, or return this form to the address below.

P.O. Box 23001 • Belleville, IL  62223-0001 • 1-877-398-7687
annuities@oblatesusa.org • oblategiving.org
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