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From the Provincial
Fr. Louis Studer, O. M. I.
Dear Friend,

In this issue of Oblate World, there is an article about how the Missionary
Oblates are expanding our ministries in both Texas and Massachusetts. It
fills me with much joy knowing that we have Oblates here who are willing to
accept these new challenges so that our missionary presence can expand.
I am also overjoyed to tell you that our ministries are expanding even
further. Oblates from Zambia have recently assumed pastoral care of two
parishes in San Antonio, Texas. In addition, a Zambian Oblate is also a
hospital chaplain in the city. When I reflect on how our Zambian brothers
are now coming to the United States to staff some of our ministries, I am
reminded of the words of Scripture: “Give and it will be given to you.”
Luke 6:38
In 1984, four Oblates from Texas arrived in Zambia to begin our
missionary presence in that country. Since those humble beginnings, the
Oblate Delegation in Zambia has grown tremendously. Today it consists of
two bishops, 55 priests, two brothers in perpetual vows, four transitional
deacons and 14 scholastics. And we recently took on two new parishes in
Zambia as well.
The growth of the Zambian delegation has been so bountiful that now
Zambian Oblates are coming to the United States to serve in our ministries.
In addition to the new work in San Antonio, Zambian Oblates are also
involved in parish, shrine and Native American ministries in the United
States. Truly this is a fulfillment of the message, “Give and it will be given
to you.”
I hope that your relationship with the Oblates reminds you of this
Scripture verse. Your gifts and prayers have truly allowed us to bring
blessings to so many people in Zambia, the United States and around the
world. By remembering you in our daily prayers, and by being good
stewards of your generosity, I pray that we have been adequately giving back
to you.
May God continue to bless you for your generous heart. And may we
continue to give the love of God to those most in need through our unique
partnership.
In Jesus Christ and Mary Immaculate,
Fr. Louis Studer, O.M.I.
Provincial, United States Province
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The Fathers of
Everyone in Cuba
Oblate Fathers Roger Hallee, O.M.I.
and Nick Harding, O.M.I. are Americans
enjoying their “golden years” in the
Caribbean. But they are not at some
fancy resort or beachfront property.
Instead, Fr. Roger, age 85, and
Fr. Nick, age 69, are missionaries in
Cuba, living among the poor and
reestablishing the Catholic faith that
had been denied the people
for decades.
“As Missionary Oblates we evangelize
humbly by simple presence with the
Holy Eucharist, apostolic community
and contemplative prayer along with
adoration,” said Fr. Nick. “We find
ourselves as representatives of God,
lifting up all the people among the
complex reality of this island nation.”
There are currently four Oblates
ministering in Cuba. In addition to the
two Americans, Fr. Wilmar Gama, O.M.I.
is from Brazil and Fr. Shihan Shanaka, O.M.I.
is from Sri Lanka.
The Oblates began ministering
in Cuba in 1997 when President
Fidel Castro allowed a limited number
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of missionaries to enter the country
after a historic visit by Pope John Paul II.
The Oblates sent seven priests, the
largest delegation of any Catholic
congregation.
The Oblates soon discovered that
young Cubans knew nothing about
Christianity. Older Cubans may have
remembered the Catholic faith even
though it had been denied them for
more than 30 years.
Much of the Oblates’ work during the
early years was focused on restoring
parishes in rural parts of the country.
The government limited the scope of
the Oblate ministries, limitations that
are still in place today.
“Evangelization is very difficult, but
we are allowed to have Eucharist in
homes,” said Fr. Nick. “The church
needs to be Iglesia en salida (Church
that goes out), but legally is restricted.
The bishops say now is the time for
pre-evangelization, and to proclaim
the gospel.”
Father Roger, a longtime missionary
in Latin America, has been ministering
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Fathers Nick Harding, O.M.I.
and Roger Hallee, O.M.I.

in rural Cuba at Pinar del Rio since
2015. He had previously ministered
in Cuba in the 1990s as well as in
Haiti and Colombia.
“During my first experience in
Cuba there were very limited pastoral
possibilities and few active parishioners
in our Oblate parish,” said Fr. Hallee.
“Now there has been a positive change
towards pastoral activities and
participation on the part of the local
population.”
In East Havana Fr. Nick ministers at
three parishes along with Fr. Wilmar.
Father Nick is also a longtime
missionary in Latin America, having
previously served in Mexico and Peru.
Father Nick said the area which he
serves has about 250,000 residents, but
only a handful are practicing Catholics.
At most Sunday Masses there are about
25 people in attendance, mostly elderly.
There are also about 25 Oblate lay
associates who are helping to spread
the gospel.
“In seven years, there have been no
confirmations of youth and only ten

weddings,”
said Fr. Nick.
“While there
are about 20 infant baptisms per
month, there are only about two first
communions of children every year.”
Like all Cubans the Oblates must
deal with rationing of food and other
items. Some of their monthly rationing
per person includes just ten eggs, ten
teaspoons of coffee and a small
package of sardines. The Oblates do
have a small garden but with no bug
repellant they must smear vinegar on
their lettuce to keep the pests away.
Despite the hardships, Fr. Nick said
working in Cuba has been joyous and
filled with many simple blessings.
“Yesterday, as the two of us went to
a house, a six-year-old boy eagerly went
to tell his mother: ‘Here are the fathers
of everybody.’”
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The Power of Faith and Education
by Fr. Jesse Esqueda, O.M.I.

Eight years ago, we had the blessing
of bringing the SEARCH retreat ministry
to our Oblate Parish in Tijuana, B.C.,
Mexico. Since then, we became very
intentional about providing the programs,
support and space where the youth
may grow spiritually, personally and
academically. This intentional
investment in our youth continues to
transform our community.
Hundreds of young people started
participating in our retreats and
programs. We then realized that
many of them had the intelligence and
desire for a higher education, but they
lacked the financial resources and
support. Five years ago, we started the
scholarship program and the blessings
from this program are unbelievable.
Today 90% of our young adults from
our youth ministry are in college. This
reality has created an environment

where all teens and young adults from
our programs feel inspired, challenged
and supported to finish their High School
studies and continue with a university
education. Most of these students are
the first in their families to have a
university education. Dreams that
seemed impossible for our youth
because of poverty and lack of role
models are now becoming a reality.
One of the blessings of our scholarship
program is that the students are putting
their knowledge and education at the
service of the most abandoned. After
they graduate, most of them continue to
serve in our programs. In this extremely
poor community, there are now many
young professionals in key leadership
roles in our parish; in addition, new
programs are being created to reach
more people.

Health Program
David Rizo and Josselyn Robledo lead our health
program. David is a psychology student who will
graduate in December and Josselyn is a medical
student who will graduate this August. She will be the
first doctor from our scholarship program. This health
committee now has 12 students who are in medical
school, nursing students and physical therapist
students. These students visit many families in our

6
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parish, and while restricted in what they can do, are able to check vitals, treat
wounds, advise about and encourage the use of already-prescribed medications,
apply ointments, give baths, cut nails and transport patients to clinics and hospitals.
Several doctors are inspired by the service of these students that they are now
providing free medical attention for some patients. We hope to get many other
doctors involved in this program.

Migrant and Legal Aid Program
Adriana Ortega is the leader of our
migrant program and legal aid
committee. Adriana is a young teacher
who graduated a few years ago. She
now works with over 150 migrant
families from our community who
receive food baskets, medical support
and legal services. The Legal Aid
committee includes two lawyers and
three law students who help migrant
This family got residence in Mexico via the
families with free legal services. One of
Oblates’ migrant program.
the lawyers has a doctorate in Law and
is a specialist in migrant issues. So far 16 migrants from this program have received
their legal residency status in Mexico. Many others are in this same process waiting
for positive results on their legal case.

Education Program
Alejandra Miranda leads our new education program. She is a teacher from our
scholarship program who graduated last year. She has 11 other teachers and
education students in her committee. This new committee will help students who
need tutoring and academic support. They will also train faith education teachers
and give workshops to parents so that they know how to support and encourage
their children in their education journey. This new program is an addition to our
School for Children with Special Needs (Inclusive
Education), which has 11 other professionals.

Mental Health Program
Eduardo López is a licensed psychologist from our
community who leads the Mental Health Program.
There are now nine people in his committee:
four licensed psychologist and five psychology
students. Eduardo works full time at our youth
center providing free counseling sessions to youth
and their families. The members of his committee
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Psychology students provide
counseling after a talk on
coping with difficult situations.
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also provide free counseling sessions and lead workshops on mental health for
youth, families and ministry groups of our parish.

O

These are a few of the many fruits that are emerging from the seeds of faith and
education. We are profoundly grateful for the many friends and donors who help to
make these programs possible. These young professionals and university students
dedicate countless hours to improve the lives of the most in need of our community.
We can only imagine the impact that these young men and women will have in
our world.

Oblates Without Borders

the
Za

The migrant program, Oblatos Sin Fronteras (Oblates
Without Borders) started 2021 by delivering 110 food
baskets to families who migrated to Tijuana seeking a
better quality of life. Most are from Honduras, El Salvador
and Guatemala. They typically are fleeing from crime and
gangs that extort money, prostitute women and force
young men to engage in illicit activities.
They fear their children will be kidnapped and forced to
do the activities just mentioned. There are also people
from Haiti and Cuba, who leave their country because they
cannot make a living to survive.
Such is the case of Señora Yaimi, who as a teacher
earned only $18 working from Monday to Saturday. We
also have Mexican migrants who, like foreigners, come to
our Oblate community with nothing.
On behalf of the 168 migrant families that we assisted
during the past 12 months, the team of Oblatos Sin
Fronteras and the Oblates of Mary Immaculate would like
to thank you for all the support you provided. We were
able to give 2,492 food baskets and diapers, blankets,
clothes and shoes among other basic needs. Thanks to
your donations, we also provided psychological counseling,
which is so important. We are also thankful that we have
been able to continue providing legal support and now have
two lawyers assisting us. Doctor Eduardo Gutiérrez joined
our effort and is a specialist in immigration. We remain in
prayer for all our donors and volunteers who make the
migrant program work.
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Adriana Ortega
Coordinator of the Migrant Program.
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Oblate Crossings
Father Mwangala Named Superior In Zambia
Father Raymond Mwangala, O.M.I. has been
installed as the new Superior of the Missionary
Oblates’ delegation in Zambia. There are nearly
70 Oblates in Zambia, making it one of the
fastest-growing Oblate delegations in the world.
Father Raymond was born in Zambia and joined
the Oblate congregation in 1995. He studied for the priesthood in
Zambia, South Africa and Rome and was ordained in 2004.
In Zambia, Fr. Raymond served on the staff of the Oblate pre-novitiate and
ministered at St. Mary Immaculate Parish in Lusaka. Between 2006 and 2014 he
was assigned to the Oblate scholasticate in South Africa where he worked as a
formator and a teacher of philosophy. For three years he served as the school’s
Academic Dean and Vice Presidentt.
Father Raymond recently earned a PhD in Spirituality at Oblate School of
Theology (OST) in San Antonio, Texas. During his studies Fr. Raymond was also a
member of the formation team working with Oblate seminarians from around the
world who attended OST.

Cardinal Khoarai of Lesotho Passes Away
Cardinal Sebastian Koto Khoarai, O.M.I., the
retired Bishop of Mohale’s Hoek in Lesotho, passed
away in April at the age of 91. When he was named a
Cardinal by Pope Francis in 2016, he became the first
Cardinal for the small African nation.
Cardinal Khoarai was born in 1929 in the British
colony of Basutoland. He was ordained an Oblate priest in 1956
and then his first baptism was his father two days after
ordination. After holding several responsibilities in parishes and
seminaries, Cardinal Khoarai was appointed the first National
Director of the Pontifical Mission Societies in Lesotho in 1975.
On November 10, 1977 Pope Paul VI named him the first Bishop of the
newly-created Diocese of Mohale’s Hoek. During his time leading the diocese,
the number of baptisms grew by more than 20 percent and vocations grew so
much that the seminary could not accommodate all the candidates.
From 1982 to 1987, Cardinal Khoarai was President of the Lesotho Bishop’s
Conference. Due in large part to his action, the Catholic Church became the
primary educator in the small landlocked nation located within South Africa.
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A Journey of Faith and Love
Here is a synopsis of this Oblate journey that
has blessed millions of people over the years.

Aix-en-Provence, France
Saint Eugene De Mazenod,
founder of the Missionary
Oblates, was ordained a priest
on December 21,1811 with
the dream of being the
“servant and priest of the
poor.” He rejected prestigious diocesan
positions to reach out to the poor, the
workers, the youth, the sick and the
imprisoned of Aix-en-Provence.
He soon realized that he needed to
gather a group of zealous priests to work
with him. In 1816 he formed the
Missionaries of Provence in Aix. In 1826
Pope Leo XII formally approved the new
congregation with the name Missionary
Oblates of Mary Immaculate. For his
congregation’s motto, St. Eugene chose:
“He has sent me to evangelize the poor.”

From Aix, St. Eugene
began to send his missionaries
throughout France and
eventually throughout the world. He
continued to oversee the work of the
Oblates even after becoming Bishop of
Marseille, France in 1837. At the time of
his death in 1861, his religious
congregation numbered 417 members.
On his death bed, he left to his Oblates a
humble instruction: “Practice among
yourselves charity, charity, charity and
zeal for the salvation of souls.”
In 1995 Pope John Paul II canonized
the founder of the Missionary Oblates
a saint.

Oregon Territory
The Bishop of Walla Walla asked the
Oblates to begin in a mission among the
Walla Walla and Yakima Amerindians in
what is presently Oregon and Washington
states. Beginning in 1847 they built a
wooden chapel and house at the meeting
of the Yakima and Colombia Rivers.
Beginning in 1848 they funded three
other missions about 50 miles from one
another at the request of the chiefs of
small Yakima tribes.
“At each place the missionaries built a
small, poor chapel. When they arrived in
the region there was neither parish, nor
mission, nor chapel, nor house. There
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were lands which nobody
had ever cultivated and our Fathers were
the first to occupy them,” said Fr. Pierre
Richard, O.M.I. who arrived in the
Oregon Territory in 1854.
The Oblate missions prospered for
several years before war broke out
between the Americans and Native
people. The Oblates went into hiding
with the Amerindians and their missions
were destroyed.
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Brownsville
In 1849 the
Oblates accepted
the challenge of
extending the
presence of the
Texas Catholic
Church into the Lower Rio Grande Valley.
There were no Catholic churches in the
area at the time. At the beginning the
Oblates struggled with very little support
from people in and around Brownsville,
but gradually they began to gain more
people’s confidence.
The Calvary of Christ is a traditional
designation for the Oblates who did
ministry on horseback in Texas and
northern Mexico from 1849 to 1904.
They were involved in the tumultuous
events of the early Rio Grande Valley
history: border lawlessness, civil wars in
both countries, yellow fever and
hurricanes. Seven Oblates died between

Buffalo
In 1850 Bp. Eugene De Mazenod,
founder of the Missionary Oblates,
accepted an invitation for the Bishop of
the Diocese of Buffalo to entrust to the
Oblates a major seminary, college and
parish. Three Oblates arrived in Buffalo
on July 26, 1850. Because of confusion
over the arrangements, they stayed only
15 days before departing for Montreal.
In 1851 details between the diocese
and Oblates had been worked out and the
Oblates were put in charge of the Catholic
College of Buffalo which also served as
the Major Seminary. The seminarians
that first year paid $130 a year for all
their expenses.
In 1852 the Oblates began ministering
at Holy Angels Parish. Holy Angels would

1853 and 1862, causing St. Eugene
De Mazenod, Oblate founder, to exclaim:
“Cruel Texas mission!”
Father Pierre Keralum is the most
known member of the Cavalry of Christ.
He had been an architect in France before
joining the Oblates. He designed the
Immaculate Conception Cathedral in
Brownsville and several other churches in
the Rio Grande Valley. He is remembered
as the Lost Missionary. While doing a
70-mile trail with failing eyesight, he
disappeared in the brush and likely died
of starvation. His body was found ten
years later. Efforts recently have begun
to have the Catholic Church recognize
Fr. Keralum as a saint.

be home to the Oblates
until 2020. It holds the
distinct honor of
hosting the longest
continuous presence of
Oblates in the United
States. In its heyday,
the parish school
boasted an enrollment
of over 500 students.
In addition to staffing the college and
parishes, the Oblates in Buffalo were
known for their preaching of missions.
During a six-year period, they conducted
nearly 200 missions and retreats. Father
Edouard Chevalier, O.M.I. asserted:
“I don’t think that I am wrong in saying,
that without these missions half of these
populations would be lost to Catholicism.”
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Lowell
The Oblates, at the invitation of
Bp. John Williams of Boston in 1867,
were offered a parish to serve the
French-speaking people of Lowell.
Father Andrew-Marie Garin, O.M.I.
and Fr. Candidus Lagier, O.M.I.
arrived in April 1868 and
gave the first mission in the
basement of St Patrick’s
Church. The people were so
inspired that within the month
they raised money and purchased a
Protestant church to hold their own
services and named it St. Joseph’s
Church. It was the first parish established
in Lowell to serve the spiritual needs of
the French-speaking immigrants. In 1956
the church was dedicated as a shrine in
honor of St. Joseph the Worker and the
Oblates continue to minister there today.

In 1868 the Oblates, as an
act of charity, began to serve
and care for the poor and sick
at the State Almshouse in
Tewksbury. The need for a
place to live and a training
place for young men to work among the
poor resulted in the establishment of a
novitiate in 1883. Fire destroyed the
novitiate in 1895. Although the building
was located next to a pond, it could not
be saved because the pond was frozen.
The Oblates could only stand by and
watch it burn. In 1934 the Oblates built
St. William’s Parish in Tewksbury where
they are still currently ministering.

San Antonio
The Oblates accepted their first
ministry in San Antonio in 1884. By 1904
San Antonio had become their Texas
headquarters and the Oblates began
expanding their work to dozens of
neighboring counties. One of their
ministries was St. Peter Chapel Car, an
oversized van with living facilities for two,
that could be enlarged by a tent to
become a chapel.
Oblate School of Theology was
founded in 1903 as the San Antonio
Philosophical and Theological Seminary.
It was located in an area known by
students as “Rattle Snake Hill.” The
students would spend their summers on
the gulf coast where they caught small
alligators, brought them back to the
seminary and fed them on a steady diet
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of rabbits
hunted in the
fields nearby.
In 1941 the
Lourdes Grotto was dedicated next to the
school as a place of prayer for area
residents and as the spiritual center for
the Oblates in Texas. The complex would
later grow to include the Oblate Renewal
Center retreat house. Today the Lourdes
Grotto and Tepeyac de San Antonio
welcomes pilgrims from around the world
and serves as an eternal sign of hope for
all who visit.
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New Orleans
In 1918 the
Archbishop of New
Orleans requested
the Oblates send
priests to his city.
Within a few
months the Oblates
took up residence
at Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish on the
outskirts of the French Quarter. In the
1930s the International Shrine of St. Jude
was located at the parish.
Helping people during a crisis is a
tradition at Our Lady of Guadalupe. The
church, the oldest in New Orleans, was
originally a mortuary chapel for victims
of yellow fever. At the height of that
pandemic, more than 1,000 people were
dying every week in the city. In 2005 the

church and
shrine survived
Hurricane Katrina. For years the Oblates
and parishioners helped to care for the
victims of the hurricane and helped them
rebuild their lives and city.
Last year during the Covid-19
pandemic, many volunteers came to
share in the Oblates’ outreach ministries.
“During the pandemic our St. Jude
Community Center, which feeds the
homeless breakfast and lunch, prepared
about 250 meals a day thanks to the
generosity of our benefactors,” said
Fr.Tony Rigoli, O.M.I., the current Pastor.

California
The Missionary Oblates began
ministering to both English and Spanish
residents of the San Fernando Valley in
1922. The Oblates would become
responsible for numerous parishes and
schools up and down the West Coast.
“We ran top notch schools,” said
Fr. Ron Carignan, O.M.I. who was
Principal at several California high
schools. “We taught everything and
when we left a school, we could say
it was better than when we arrived.”
The Oblates began ministering at
Sacred Heart Parish in Oakland in 1991.
The parish is a mix of cultures from
around the world, making it an ideal
place for the Oblates to showcase their
global identity.
The Oblates arrived at Most Precious
Blood Church in Chula Vista, California in

1993. The diverse parish
of about 1,300 households
is a mixture of primarily
Hispanic and Filipino families. The
Oblates left the parish in 2014, but a
large, faithful group of Oblate Associates
kept the Oblate charism alive. The
Oblates returned to Most Precious
Blood in July 2020. The Oblates and
parishioners there have a good fraternal
exchange with the Oblates ministering
just across the border in Tijuana,
B.C., Mexico.
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Tekakwitha Indian Missions
The Missionary
Oblates have been
caring for the spiritual,
physical and
emotional needs of
Native Americans
since 1923. Their work has been located
on Reservations in Sisseton, South Dakota
(for 91 years) and on the White Earth
Reservation in northern Minnesota,
where they continue to minister today at
six parishes.
For many years Native Americans
were taught to abandon their language
and their rich customs. Missionary
Oblates, past and present, incorporate
Native American traditions into their
liturgies, pastoral care and religious
education. Outreach programs have

included ministries at the Tekakwitha
Nursing Home, Sisseton Food Pantry, the
War Cloud Drop-In Soup Kitchen and the
Kateri Thrift Store.
Father Benny Lipalata, OM.I. is one
of the Oblates currently serving on the
White Earth Reservation, a long way
from his childhood home in Zambia.
“Being an Oblate means you cannot
focus on just one area of ministry,” said
Fr. Benny. “We are committed to the
poor and their many faces, and that
commitment is why I am now part of
the Tekakwitha Indian Missions.”

Belleville
In 1926 the Oblates opened St. Henry’s
Preparatory Seminary at the request of
Bp. Henry Althoff of the Diocese of
Belleville, Illinois. The seminary
welcomed nearly 3,000 students over
the next six decades. Both Oblate and
diocesan students were educated in a
six-year program at St. Henry’s.
For nearly 70 years, the Novitiate in
Godfrey, Illinois has served the province
in the formation of candidates. A major
renovation took place at the novitiate in
2011, allowing novices from around the
world to spend a year there discerning
their religious calling.
King’s House of Retreat opened in
1951 with more than 2,500 attending
retreats there in its first year. By the
1960s, 4,500 retreatants were visiting
King’s House every year and today
thousands still find spiritual enrichment
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every year at the
retreat house.
Devotion to
Our Lady of the Snows
was first introduced in
the Midwest in 1941 by
Fr. Paul Schulte, O.M.I.
known as “the flying
priest of the Arctic.”
As devotion grew, the
Oblates in 1958
purchased 80 acres of farmland in
Belleville and began construction of the
National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows.
The Shrine has since grown to become
one of the largest outdoor Marian shrines
in the world.
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Zambia
The Oblates arrived in Zambia
in 1984 with four missionaries
from Texas. They settled in the
city of Lukulu because it was
one of the poorest places in
the country. “It was a tough
decision to go to Zambia
because we had to give up some
of our more successful parishes
in the U.S., Southern Province,”
said Bp. Michael Pfeifer, O.M.I. who was
Provincial of the Southern Province at the
time. “But Zambia has been a boom for
us as far as both ministry and vocations.”
One of the first Oblates in Zambia,
Fr. Paul Duffy, O.M.I. became the Bishop
of Mongu. He was a fearless advocate for
the rights and freedoms of people in the
country’s poorest areas, views that

resulted in death threats targeting
him. In 2005 Bp. Duffy ordained
Fr. Valentine Kalumba, O.M.I.
who ten years later became the
Bishop of Livingstone.
Bishop Kalumba carries the torch of
justice passed to him by Bp. Duffy. “The
government doesn’t want to talk about
what is going on here,” said Bp. Kalumba.
“But the problems are not going away,
and they are having a devastating effect
on people, especially children who are the
most vulnerable.”

Tijuana
In 1996 the
Oblates founded the
Parroquia San Eugenio
De Mazenod on the
outskirts of Tijuana in
an area known as
La Morita. They built
community centers where young people
could play and study. They started
programs so the elderly could gather for
fellowship. They also built a medical
clinic for area residents who had no
other place to receive medical and
dental services.
“There were about 200,000 people
living within our parish boundaries,”
said Fr. Jesse Esqueda, O.M.I. “We had
14 mission churches in 14 different
communities. Each mission church
functioned as a small parish. Each
mission church had many ministries

including a religious
education program
and a youth group.
With the La Morita
mission becoming
self-sustainable, the
Oblates began to look
for a needier part of
Tijuana. In 2019 they moved to an even
more impoverished part of the city where
there were no churches, chapels,
community centers or medical clinics.
In recent years the Oblates have been
steadily expanding their outreach in the
area, truly building a new ministry from
the ground up.
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“Look through the tatt
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St. Eugene De Mazenod, founder of
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e tattered clothes that
an immortal soul within.”

, founder of the Missionary Oblates
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A Life

life after completing
high school,
although religious
life or priesthood
were not originally
part of what I
imagined,” said
Bro. Mateusz. “Around
that time, I also met
Sr. Yolanda Flores, S.S.C.J.
at our parish and she
asked my brothers and I if
any one of us might
consider a vocation to be
a priest. She helped me to
get in contact with
Fr. Charlie Banks, O.M.I.
who was the Vocation
Director at the time.”
“The first time I met
with Fr. Charlie he mentioned the Oblates
were missionaries. I felt that God was
speaking to me through this because I
have an aunt who is a sister in the Society
of Divine Word and works with the poor
in Paraguay,” said Bro. Mateusz. “When
my siblings and I were growing up, our
mother would sometimes tell us about
that aunt and her experiences and the
challenges of serving in Paraguay. So,
when Fr. Charlie mentioned to me that
the Oblates were missionaries, it really
struck a chord deep inside of me that God
might be calling me to dedicate my life in
service to the poor as a religious and
priest. Later on, I attended an Oblate
Come and See program. I was happy to
follow this path I believed God was setting
me on, and I applied to enter formation.”
After high school Bro. Mateusz joined
the Oblate Pre-Novitiate program in
Buffalo, New York. At the age of 18 he

Transformed By Christ

For 140 years, young
men from around the
world have been invited to
travel to Rome, Italy to
study for the priesthood
as Missionary Oblates.
In May, Bro. Mateusz
Garstecki, O.M.I. followed
in their footsteps as he
left his hometown of
San Antonio, Texas to
become a student at the
Oblates’ International
Roman Scholasticate.
Being selected to study in Rome is an
opportunity given to only a handful of
Oblate seminarians. The scholasticate is
usually home to about 30 students
representing roughly 15 countries from
around the world.
Brother Mateusz’s journey to Rome
began as a child growing up outside of
Chicago in a family very proud of their
Polish culture. The Garstecki’s traveled to
Poland every couple of years and
Bro. Mateusz connected strongly with his
Polish and Catholic heritage. The family
moved to San Antonio, Texas around the
time when Bro. Mateusz finished the
fifth grade.
Brother Mateusz started thinking
about becoming a priest in his junior year
of high school. There were a few events
that led him to enter formation with
the Oblates.
“In my own prayer I was asking God
to help me know what path to take in my
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was the youngest member of the Oblate
community.
As a pre-novice Bro. Mateusz had an
opportunity to help for a month with
some of the ministries of the Oblates in
Tijuana, B.C., Mexico. The experience
further opened Bro. Mateusz’s eyes to
the various needs of the poor and the
big impact Oblates can have through
their ministry in those desperate
circumstances.
“My time in Tijuana was very blessed,
as I met many loving, faithful people in
the parish and youth group and I was
blessed to witness the work of the
Oblates in that part of the world,” said
Bro. Mateusz. “Many of the youth there
wore shirts that said, “Tranformados por
Cristo” which means “Transformed by
Christ” and I think those words truly
capture how God is touching the lives of
the poor through the ministries of
the Oblates.”
In 2019-2020 Bro. Mateusz spent a
year at the Oblate Novitiate in Godfrey,
Illinois a time away from family and
friends to examine more deeply if he
was being called to religious life and
specifically as a Missionary Oblate. The
year gave him many opportunities to
grow on a human and spiritual level in
the context of the community. In August
2020 Bro. Mateusz professed his first
vows as an Oblate and enrolled at Oblate
School of Theology (OST) in San Antonio,
half an hour away from his family home.
As a student at OST, Bro. Mateusz was
part of the Blessed Mario Borzaga
Formation Community, a group of Oblate
seminarians from around the world who
are studying at the school. His
community included Oblates from not
only the United States but also Zambia,

Lesotho, Botswana, Nigeria, India,
Bangladesh, Kenya and Mexico. Also,
two of the Brothers from the U.S.
Province are originally from Burma
and Haiti.
Brother Mateusz’s year as part of the
international community in San Antonio
has prepared him well for his studies in
Rome. His Oblate journey has already
taken him around the world and every
step of the way he becomes even more
convinced that he must continue to learn
how to be a vessel of the Good News. He
continues to seek to grow in relationship
with God as he encounters many new
people and experiences. He prays that all
these experiences will help prepare him
to minister well as an Oblate among the
people of God.
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Oblates Hope to
Expand Prison Ministry
Consistent with a goal of empowering
lives through education, Oblate School
of Theology (OST) partnered with the
Texas Department of Criminal Justice,
the Archdiocese of San Antonio and the
Ministry of the Third Cross to offer a
transformational educational
experience for incarcerated individuals.
“We were the first Catholic institution
of higher education in Texas to offer a
program of adult faith formation in a
prison, and we now have multiple
places asking if they can be part of the
program,” said Dr. Scott Woodward,
President of OST.
School officials created the two-year
program as a way for motivating
offenders within five years of parole
eligibility to reflect on and study
the faith in order to change their
lives for the better, both during
their incarceration and after they
are released.
The goals of the prison-based
program are to reduce recidivism,
reduce violence both inside and outside
the walls and reduce the number of
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infractions by
offering offenders
a new way of life.
The program consists of 220 classroom
hours over two years. First-year
sessions cover the Bible, the creed,
church history, sacraments, Christian
life and morality and prayer life. The
year ends with a closing retreat.
The second year includes opening
and closing retreats and three sections
known as “schools.” There are schools
for prayer, pastoral skills and Scripture.
The focus in year two is on conflict
resolution, communication, leadership,
forgiving oneself, dealing with change,
collaboration and valuing differences.
The dedication and discipline
required to complete the two-year
program has had a meaningful impact
on participants’ lives as they
contemplate their parole or release.
One inmate, David, expressed
delight with the course because
instructors answered all questions and
treated participants respectfully. “It
gave me a better understanding of the
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universal church and of prayer. I could
go on for days about how great this
program is and its benefits,” said David.
Another inmate, Marcos, said he
enjoyed learning about Catholic history
and the rosary. “I learned the importance
of being able to commit myself to
something and be responsible,” said
Marcos. “I am very blessed to have
gone through this program.”
The program is currently being
offered at the Texas Department of
Corrections’ Dolph Briscoe Unit in
Dilley, Texas. OST hopes to expand the

program to other facilities when funds
become available. Anyone interested
in helping to expand the program can
contact Claudia Garcia, Vice President
of Institutional Development at
claudia.garcia@ost.edu.

Oblates Offer Retreats at Maximum Security Prison
The Menard Correctional Facility in Illinois is home to 3,700 inmates, many of
whom will spend the rest of their lives in prison. Twice a year, the Oblates
conduct Kairos retreats at the prison that involve about 40 prisoners at
each retreat.
The retreats are led by Fr. Salvador Gonzalez, O.M.I. and Fr. Mark Dean, O.M.I.
both of whom minister at King’s House Retreat Center in Belleville, Illinois.
The Kairos in Prison Retreat is a Christian-based retreat specially designed to
help the incarcerated meet other Christians in the same situation, share their
faith and grow their relationship with Christ and each other.
“People in prison desperately want an opportunity to find Christ and to
experience something new in their life,” said Fr. Salvador. “I know one
gentleman who was on a waiting list for the retreat for eight years. When he
finally got his turn, he was so grateful for the opportunity to experience Jesus.
He became a different man.”
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FEEDING
CANADA’S
POOR

The Missionary Oblates have started
a farm in rural Canada to provide food
for their soup kitchen in the inner city of
Hamilton, Ontario.
The De Mazenod Door Outreach
Program provides meals to about 400
people in Hamilton every day. The program
was started by Fr. Tony O’Dell, O.M.I.
and Fr. Jarek Pachocki, O.M.I. soon after
arriving in Hamilton in 2012 and setting
up home at St. Patrick Church. The
ministry is named De Mazenod Door
after St. Eugene De Mazenod, the
founder of the Missionary Oblates.
“The door is the symbol of openness,
welcome and hospitality,” said Fr. Tony.
“And now with our farm it is also a place
of new growth, sustenance and
abundance. Our goal is to create a
sustainable source of healthy,
locally-grown food for our guests.”
The De Mazenod Farm is a 19-acre
property located in rural Ancaster,
Ontario. The land had been sitting idle
when Fr. Tony suggested the farm be put
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back into use to support the Oblates
efforts to feed the hungry.
The De Mazenod Farm is growing
over 40 types of vegetables and herbs
including beans, peppers, potatoes,
beets, cabbage, carrots and cauliflower.
When harvested, the produce is sent to
the De Mazenod Door kitchen where it is
used to create homemade meals for the
guests including hearty soups, stews and
casseroles. The farm is also home to 36
laying chickens that are providing eggs
for breakfasts served at De Mazenod Door.
A special garden at the farm is
where flowers are grown that decorate
St. Patrick Church for special feast days
and Sundays during the summer and
fall. There are also plans to create
prayer spaces on the farm, where people
can “get away” and relax in nature.
In addition to providing food for the
poor, the farm is also a place of
community building, seeking to engage,
educate and empower all who visit and
wish to lend a helping hand. The farm
welcomes volunteers from every walk of
life including many frontline workers
suffering with post-traumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) who are eager to
contribute in any way that they can.
“With the help of many dedicated
volunteers we are producing a whole
bounty of goodness while cultivating a
community of love and compassion,”
said Fr. Tony.
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Feeding the Poor Under the Bridge
By Fr. Rockmoore Saniel, O.M.I.
Originally published on rocksaniel.blogspot.com

In To Kwa Wan, Kowloon, Hong Kong
a parish run by the Missionary Oblates is
where many poor people have been
regularly receiving food aid.
Led by Fr. Mark Anthony Serna, O.M.I.,
together with the young people of the
parish, visits are made under the bridges
of To Kwa Wan to look for poor people
and distribute food supplies, mostly to the
elderly and homeless.
Father Serna is from Libungan,
North Cotabato in the Philippines.
After his ordination he received his first
obedience from the Oblate Superior
General to the Delegation of China.
Ordained in 2011, he is now in his ninth
year as a missionary priest in Hong Kong.
At present, he is also one of the councilors
in the China Delegation.
The main objective of the program is
to give flesh to the Oblate Charism to be
with the poor, especially the most
abandoned, and to encourage more
young people to have a sense of love and
mission towards the poor. The program
started 18 years ago with Fr. Slawomir
Kalisz, O.M.I. the former parish priest
of Notre Dame Parish and now the
Delegation Superior in China. It began as
a regular visitation to the poor families of
the parish that turned into a program of
feeding the hungry.
Notre Dame Parish became the
first Oblate parish in Hong Kong on
May 30, 1992, when Cardinal John B.
Wu Cheng Chung, Bishop of Hong Kong,
raised it to that status and appointed
Fr. John Wotherspoon, O.M.I. as parish

Priest. Since then, the Oblates
have always been in touch
with the most abandoned in
the area.
For several months now,
every Friday, poor people
living under the bridges of To
Kwa Wan gather to receive food
supplies. Started from about 55
individuals, now there are about
160 people who receive
help from the parish.
Father Serna and
the O.M.I. community
in Hong Kong continues
to promote this program with
the help of generous individuals
and benefactors. They
remain confident that, in
their simple efforts to
provide basic needs to the
needy, they are making a
big difference in the lives
of many poor people
living in the outskirts
of Hong Kong.
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“When you’re with him you feel close to God.”
Father Healy Celebrates 100 th Birthday
On Memorial Day weekend,
Fr. Patrick Healy, O.M.I. celebrated
his 100th Birthday. A special Mass
and celebration was held for him at
Chelsea Soldier’s Home in Chelsea,
Massachusetts.
While appreciative of the kind
gestures, Fr. Patrick insisted that the
main focus of the weekend was to
honor and pray for those who died
serving their country. The fact that the
home’s Chaplain was turning 100 was
just a coincidence.
“Here we have many men that have
no family left. But it is not a sad place,”
says Fr. Healy. “It is filled with warmth
and family, a wonderful place for
someone to spend their last days.”
Serving as the Chaplain at the
Soldier’s Home is just the latest ministry
for Fr. Healy which has taken him
around the world.
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Father Healy was born in 1921 into
a large Irish Catholic family in
Charlestown, Massachusetts. He
attended an Oblate seminary during
World War II and questioned whether
he should leave in order to join the
military. He decided to stay at the
seminary with the goal of becoming a
military chaplain.
After his ordination in 1947, Fr. Healy
had a few teaching assignments in the
United States before being assigned to
the Oblate seminary in Tokyo, Japan as
the school’s first Rector. He also
founded the Oblate Language School
in Tokyo. Cardinal Francis Spellman
selected Fr. Healy to be his Military
Vicar in Japan. It was the start of
his service to the military which
continues today.
In 1965, during a sabbatical from his
overseas work, Fr. Healy was flying
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from Boston to Newark, N.J. when his
plane hit another at 12,000 feet. The
pilot and several passengers were killed.
Father Healy spent months recuperating
from his injuries.
After that near-death experience,
Fr. Healy was committed to living
his “second life’ to the fullest, even
if it meant dangerous assignments.
He joined the Army and served for
more than a year in Korea. He then
served two tours of duty during the
Vietnam War.
Father Healy often used the hood
of a Jeep as an altar when he presided
at Mass. Fourteen times he anointed
men in Vietnam who now have their
names permanently etched on the
Vietnam Memorial.
After Vietnam, Fr. Healy continued
to work as a Military Chaplain both far
(Mannheim, Germany) and near (U.S.
Military Academy at West Point).
During his “retirement” Fr. Healy
has been a Chaplain at Soldier’s Homes

along the East Coast. Today he is
Chaplain at the Chelsea Soldier’s Home
where about 500 veterans live. He
ministers to elderly veterans of all faiths
because they all have the same God.
Father Healy is beloved for his caring
and compassionate nature. A longtime
friend of Fr. Healy, Jack Quinlan, said of
Fr. Healy, “When you’re with him, you
feel close to God.”
Father Healy says he is aware that
he is getting closer to God every day.
He is still in remarkably good health
and feels blessed that he can still
minister to his brother veterans.
Although he is legally blind, Fr. Healy
still has no trouble presiding at Mass.
He conducts Mass from memory,
something that comes naturally after
74 years as an Oblate priest.
“I am aware that my time on earth
is short,” said Fr. Healy. “On the day I
receive my summons home, I will
whisper truthfully in a humble voice,
‘Lord, I’d do it again.’”
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Horseback to Hatchback
Oblates Minister in Rural Texas
One hundred years ago, Missionary
Oblates rode horseback to bring the
Good News to isolated parts of Texas.
Today, the mode of transportation may
be different, but the goal remains the
same — to bring the Catholic faith to
places where it is in short supply.
“Life is good in Sarita, Texas (population
238),” said Fr. Andy Sensenig, O.M.I.
“Life is just better when you take the
time to pray and that is what we are
doing here in this small town.”
Father Andy is Pastor of Our Lady of
Guadalupe Parish in Sarita. He arrived
there in August 2019 while also
ministering at the nearby Lebh Shomea
House of Prayer, a contemplative prayer
ministry run by the Oblates.
Father Andy said the lessons he
learned at Lebh Shomea reminded him
of the importance of allowing time for
prayer at his new parish. He continued
the practice of having a Mass each day of
the week and added a daily Holy Hour to
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allow parishioners to spend some quiet
time with the Lord.
During the Covid-19 pandemic,
Fr. Andy felt it was necessary to keep
some physical connection with his
parishioners. So, he enlisted the help of
volunteers to hand out copies of the New
Testament to parishioners and others in
the area who found it too risky to come
to church. The volunteers took copies of
the New Testament in English and
Spanish out to relatives, friends and
neighbors as “personal evangelizers,”
and as a reminder that the parish was
still there to care for their spiritual needs.
In July Oblate Frs. David Ullrich,
Fr. Roger Bergkamp and Jim Taggart
were assigned to the area to allow the
Oblates to expand their ministries
beyond the parish in Sarita. The Oblates
are now also responsible for Our Lady of
Consolation Parish in Vattmann and its
two mission churches — Sacred Heart in
Ricardo and Our Lady of Guadalupe
in Riviera.
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Fr. Andy at Our Lady of Guadalupe in Sarita

Fr. Andy at Our Lady of Consolation

The history of Our Lady of
Consolation Parish goes back more than
100 years. The original church was
destroyed in a hurricane in 1916. The
current church was built in 1919 with
bricks made by parishioners using sand,
mud and clay. A school and convent at
the parish have since closed but a large
community hall is still used by
parishioners for various activities
and events.

While many small parishes have
been closed or consolidated in recent
years, the Oblates are keeping the faith
alive in one isolated part of Texas. They
are following a path laid out by
missionaries on horseback as they
preserve a unique Oblate community
that has prided itself on warm
hospitality, welcoming spirit and spiritual
guidance for more than 100 years.

Oblates Also Add
New Parish in
Massachusetts
At the request of Cardinal
Patrick O’Malley of the
St. Mary in Georgetown
Archdiocese of Boston, the
Missionary Oblates have accepted
the responsibility of St. Mary Parish in Georgetown, Massachusetts. The parish also
includes a mission by the same name in nearby Rowley, Massachusetts.
Father Mike O’Hara, O.M.I. is serving as Pastor of the parish and is assisted by
Fr. Harry Winters, O.M.I. The parish is located about 30 minutes from St. Joseph the
Worker Shrine in Lowell, where the Oblates have ministered since 1867.
St. Mary Parish has been serving the Catholic community in Georgetown for more
than 150 years. During that time the parish has been served by diocesan priests until
Fr. Mike and Fr. Harry arrived last July.
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The Healing Power of Lourdes

Our Lady of Lourdes has been a source of healing ever since she appeared
to St. Bernadette in 1858. The Missionary Oblates have been at the forefront
of promoting devotion to Our Lady of Lourdes since the very beginning. Today,
several Oblates work full time in Lourdes, France helping pilgrims come to a
deeper understanding of their faith.
Recently the Oblates asked friends and benefactors to share with them any
personal Lourdes stories of healing. Here are a few of the responses from
people who have had their lives changed thanks to Our Lady of Lourdes.
Christina — Several years ago I had a tumor in a kidney. I had some blessed water
from Lourdes. Every day I used a little until the day of my surgery. The doctors removed a
tumor the size of an orange, and then had to remove my entire kidney. By the Grace of
God the tumor was not malignant! There was only a one-percent chance that tumor would
not be malignant. Indeed, a miracle for which I thank God and Our Blessed Lady every day!
Mary Kay — This healing story is about my dad. In 1963 he was gravely ill. We were
living in Puerto Rico at the time and the doctors did not know what was going on so they
performed exploratory surgery. After finding the source of the problem (gall bladder) it
was removed, but he developed a high fever that went on for two weeks with no
explanation. His organs were shutting down and things did not look good. One of our
family friends, Carmina, was the wife of one of the doctors in the hospital. She grew up in
Spain. Carmina flew to Spain, went to Lourdes to get some holy water and returned to
Puerto Rico with it. She gave my dad a sponge bath with the holy water and the fever
broke very shortly after. A couple of weeks later he was released to rehab to regain his
strength. Carmina’s strong belief and faith in the power of that holy water was
instrumental in this miracle. Because of her we were able to have my dad with us for
14 more years.
Patricia — My son is now 50 years old. I knew about Lourdes because at our parish in
Covington, Kentucky we had a Lourdes Grotto. When he was 15, he developed a bleeding
ulcer. The doctors wanted to remove half of his stomach because they could not get the
bleeding to stop. He almost died. Two nights before his surgery he said a nun came into
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his room and sprinkled what she called Lourdes water over
him and prayed with him. He did not know the Lourdes
story. But the next morning when they did his blood test his
numbers were better. At 6:00 p.m. they did another blood
test and the numbers were even better. No surgery was
necessary, and he never had another reoccurrence of the
bleeding ulcer. To this day my mother and I believe our
prayers saved our precious boy. We always pray a rosary in
the Lourdes Grotto at St. Aloysius Church. My son is now
the father of my three beautiful grandsons and married to a
beautiful young woman.
Beatriz — In February 2017 I was diagnosed with
Endometrial Cancer. I had to have surgery because the
cancer had metastasized. I received six treatments of
chemotherapy, each lasting five hours; and 28 sessions of
radiation therapy. Every day I recited an Our Lady of
Lourdes prayer found on a prayer card sent to me by Oblate
Missions. A parishioner friend had also brought me a bottle
of Lourdes water from his trip to Lourdes, France. Every
day I blessed myself with the Lourdes water after my prayer
and meditation. Thanks be to God for His love and mercy;
and the intercession of Our Lady, I am cancer free.
Our Lady of Lourdes intercedes for us all!
Mary — I was on a pilgrimage that brought me to
Lourdes, France in 2017. Truly a healing place with the
constant presence of Our Lady of Lourdes. After the rosary we waited in line for the baths.
I prayed for my loved ones and for spiritual, physical, psychological and emotional healing.
I didn’t ask for anything specific, just that if I needed healing, I would receive it according
to God’s will. After the bath I went to confession. The following day I noticed a scar I had
my whole life from a childhood sunburn was gone. The skin pigment was now back
to normal!
In 2006 I had another Lourdes healing experience. A friend’s 5-year-old son was
diagnosed with Neuroblastoma, a rare cancer that affected his stomach, brain, kidneys
and aorta. He had a very small chance of survival. We were told to pray to Our Lady of
Lourdes for him. This boy, with less than ten percent chance of survival, was healed.
He is now in college. Thanks be to God and to Our Lady of Lourdes for her intercession!
Gerry — I was in need of a kidney but my blood type was hard to find. I attended a
Lourdes Healing Mass on February 12 and afterwards the priest said, “now go and believe
your miracle already happened.” That is what I did. Making a long story really short, I got
a kidney the next day. This was 11 years ago. Thank you, Jesus and Our Lady of Lourdes.
The story is a true miracle because of my condition and how I feel now. I tell my story of
hope whenever I can.
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Oblate Crossings
Oblate Shrine Celebrates “Year of St. Joseph”
As Catholics around the world
observe a “Year of St. Joseph,” the
Oblate Shrine of St. Joseph the
Worker in Lowell, Massachusetts is
hosting a series of events to
commemorate this celebration.
On May 1, the feast of St. Joseph
the Worker, Cardinal Sean O’Malley of
Boston presided at a special liturgy at the
Shrine. Cardinal O’Malley led the congregation in the
Consecration to St. Joseph at the conclusion of the Mass.
As a young priest, Cardinal O’Malley taught at
Oblate College. One of his students, Fr. Michael
Amesse, O.M.I. is now the Director at the Shrine of
St. Joseph the Worker.
Representatives of the city’s First Responders had an
active role in the Shrine’s Mayday celebration— embodying Joseph-like roles as
guardians and protectors. Leaders of the Lowell Fire Department and Police
Department carried the pilgrim statue of St. Joseph and were given a special
blessing.
To learn more about St. Joseph the Worker Shrine, visit stjosephshrine.org.

Social Action Program Honors Slain Oblate
Oblate seminarians in Brazil have begun a new outreach
ministry to the poor in honor of a legendary American priest
who inspired social action around the world.
The seminarians have started “Fr. Lorenzo O.M.I. Social
Action” in honor of Fr. Larry Rosebaugh, O.M.I. who was a
missionary throughout Latin America. Father Larry was
murdered in 2009 in Guatemala. For decades he
ministered to street people, caring for their physical
and spiritual needs.
As part of the social action program, seminarians
will bring food to the homeless on the streets of Sao
Paulo, Brazil. With this action the seminarians will
put into practice evangelical poverty as they follow
Christ who became poor for our sake.
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Support the Missionary Oblates
Through Your Donor-Advised Fund
A donor-advised fund is a simple,
flexible and tax-advantaged way you can
make charitable donations, so you make
the biggest impact. You can quickly and
easily designate a grant from your
donor-advised fund to the Oblate
Missionary Society, Inc. (our legal title)
through your financial institution (such as
Fidelity Charitable or Schwab Charitable).
You can locate our organization by using
our Tax ID #26-0634043.
A donor-advised fund is like a
charitable investment account, for the
sole purpose of supporting
charitable organizations that help
people in need, like the Oblate
How a
Missionary Society.
1. Contribute
Donor-advised funds are
very popular and are the fastest
growing charitable giving vehicle
in the United States because they
are one of the easiest and most
tax-advantageous ways to give
to charity.
2. Invest
If you have any questions about how
to give from your Donor-Advised
Fund, please contact Diane Green
at the Office of Charitable and
Planned Giving at 1-800-233-6264
for a confidential discussion. You
can also email any questions to
3. Grants
charitablegifts@oblatesusa.org.

Donor-Advised Fund Works
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Open an account and
make an irrevocable,
tax-deductible contribution
of cash, appreciated assets
or other investments at a
financial institution such
as Fidelity Charitable or
Schwab Charitable.
The donor may
advise the investment
allocation of the donated
assets — any investment
growth is tax-free.

Recommend grants
to qualified public
charities like the Oblate
Missionary Society, Inc.
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