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New provincial council installed

F

r. Louis Studer, OMI, and the new provincial
council were installed as the new leadership
team of the US Province in a ceremony in the
Oblate Chapel at the Basilica/National Shrine of the
Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC on June 6,
2017.
General Councilor of the US-Canada region, Fr.
Warren Brown, OMI, presided at a Liturgy of the
Word and delivered the homily. Outgoing provincial, Fr.
William Antone, OMI, read the letter of promotation..
The local 391 community, provincial staff, and
the Zambia delegation leadership team were among those
present at the ceremony.
orn in Wesley, IA, in 1949, Fr. Studer is one of
seven children born to Paul and Sally Studer.,
At 13, Fr. Studer attended the Oblate minor
seminary, Our Lady of the Ozarks, Carthage, MO; Lewis
University, Lockport, IL; Immaculate Heart of Mary
novitiate, Godfrey, IL; and Weston School of Theology

B

in Boston, MA. He was
ordained in 1976 at his
home parish of St. Joseph’s
in Wesley.
His
ministry
assignments included:
associate pastor of St.
Patrick’s Parish in
McCook, NE; principal of
St. Henry’s Seminary in
Belleville, IL; vocation and
formation ministry; director
of the National Shrine of Fr. Louis Studer, OMI
Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL; and director of Christ
the King Retreat Center in Buffalo, MN. In 2012, he was
appointed Vicar-Provincial/Personnel Director.
Also installed at the June ceremony were in alphabetical
order: Frs. James Brobst, Ray Cook, Art Flores, J. Antonio
Ponce, Frank Santucci, and James Taggart. (See pp. 4-5)

2017 VM Conference
honors Felician Sister

T

he Victorious Missionaries (VM) held
their National Conference May 5-7,
2017 at the National Shrine of Our
Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL.
Delegates from four of the six U.S.
VM Chapters were in attendance,
representing the cities of: San Antonio, TX,
Erie, PA, Buffalo, NY, and Belleville, IL.
The agenda for the gathering included
a Friday night business meeting and a Day
of Reflection led by Sr. Carla Mae
Streeter, OP. The day also included a
reconciliation service.
Standing:, l-r: Fr. Antone, Sr. Mary Blaise Surlas, CSSF, Bro.Ruhmann,
On Sunday, Bro. Tom Ruhmann,
Carol Buchla (President of the Buffalo, NY VM Chapter, who nomi- OMI presented the 2017 Fr. John Maronic
nated Sr. M. Josanne Buszek, CSSF for the Award); seated is Sr Josanne.
Continued on page 10
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From the Provincial

am grateful to Fr. Louis
Lougen,
OMI,
Superior General, to Fr.
Warren Brown, OMI,
General Councilor for
Canada-U.S., and the
General Administration for
their confidence in me in
appointing me Provincial of
the U.S. Province.
Many thanks as well to
Fr. Bill Antone, OMI, former
Provincial, for his servant
leadership, dedication and
untiring devotion to the
province these past six
years. Thanks as well to Fr. Greg
Gallagher, OMI, Administrative
Councilor and Fr. Ray John Marek,
OMI, Province Treasurer, for their
excellent hard work. They have served
the province faithfully and well.
I thank the provincial council
members for their patience, good advice
and the leadership which they generously

gave to the administrative team and to
the province.
I am fortunate that I served the
province these past six years as Vicar
Provincial. In that role, I learned a lot
about the role and responsibilities of the
Provincial. Thanks, Fr. Bill!
The U.S. Province is a complex
reality. Our fine institutions, great
diversity of ministries, numerous boards
and committees, geographical distances
(Oakland, CA, to Washington DC and
White Earth, MN to Brownsville, TX
and many places in between), our 800
employees, 450 Oblate Associates, 100
Oblate Partners, 25 Honorary Oblates,
the foreign missions of Zambia and
Tijuana and 250 Oblate Brothers and
Priests gives pause for those in
leadership.
Pause, first of all, to be grateful
for how richly blessed we are to have
such a rich following of folks in the
footsteps of our Founder, St. Eugene de
Mazenod. But also pause to ponder how

Fr. Brown delivers homily

we will continue to move forward in
our missionary endeavors with vision,
focus, and hope in this complex reality.
My goal is to make every
effort to visit each of our ministry sites
in my first year. As Vicar Provincial, I
was able to see firsthand much of the
ministry of the U.S. Province as well
as our foreign missions of Tijuana and
Zambia. I have been - and continue to
be – edified and impressed with the
good ministry being done. It is always
amazing to me the number of people
being helped by the Oblates in their care,
who serve them with a generous heart,
even with the diverse and complex
difficulties they bring to the Oblates!
In the U.S. Province and in
our foreign missions, we are carrying
forward the Charism of St. Eugene.
We are carrying the charism forward
in grand style, not perfect, but grand!
Some challenges we must face
Back row, l-r: Frs. Ray John Marek, Steve Conserva, Jim Brobst, Jim Taggart, in the next few years are:

Bill Antone, Art Flores, Greg Gallagher, Frank Santucci, Jim Chambers, Tom
Ovalle; Front, l-r: Frs. Alex Roque, Lou Studer, Ray Cook, Antonio Ponce.
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From the Provincial

3) Continuing our search for you better, supporting you. I have
vocations to our Oblate way of mentioned to several of you that I am a
Continued from page 2
life: we are making progress bit fearful as I begin this ministry as
in our efforts but these efforts Provincial. At first I wasn’t sure how to
can be enhanced;
deal with this: difficulty sleeping,
4)
Continuing assessment worrying, wondering if I was forgetting
of our ministries: we will about an important event, a scheduled
continue to keep the question meeting, an expected correspondence.
before us, as a goal: “where
I have come to realize that the
would Eugene de Mazenod fear might well be Jesus’ way of inviting
choose to minister if he was me to depend more on Him and put this
first coming to the U.S. into His hands. I hope I can continue to
shores in 2017?”;
do that.
5)
Challenging ourselves
Some of that fear is also
in our way of living relieved by my relying on two Vicars
community together: in each Provincial, Province Treasurer, the other
of our communities we should four provincial council members, the
be praying together daily, Oblate Superiors, and all of you who
sharing some meals together, continue to inspire me with your
having regular community dedication, energy, enthusiasm and hard
meetings and ensuring that work, on behalf of our province and our
Ms. Laura Glasgow signs document as official there is good communication missions.
witness of Fr. Studer’s installation.
with one another and support
God bless all of you for your
and
concern
for
each
other
in
tireless
efforts
and for saying “yes” to
1) A deeper appreciation of the
our Oblate way of life.
the call from God you have received and
calling we have received from
Clearly
there
are
other
goals
responded to so generously!
Jesus Christ as Oblates of
by Fr. Louis Studer, OMI,
Mary Immaculate. This and challenges we must face together
Provincial
includes an appreciation of the these next three years. The ones listed
calling other Oblates have here are most
received as well (especially important now!
I share
those with whom we live!);
2) Renewing ourselves in the spirit these goals with all
of St. Eugene as disciples of our Readers, our
Jesus and as leaders of Collaborators,
intentional intercultural E m p l o y e e s ,
formation for ourselves and for A s s o c i a t e s ,
those we serve. The 2016 Partners, and with
Oblate Chapter emphasized the all who share in the
issue of intentional intercultural charism and love
formation for Oblates. This of St. Eugene and
requires a profound sensitivity, the Oblates. We
knowledge and appreciation of are all the
those from different cultures, M a z e n o d i a n
backgrounds, languages, family!
I look Back, l-r: Frs. Jim Taggart, Frank Santucci, Jim Brobst,
customs from our own whom
to Art Flores, Michael Musaba, Jim Chambers, Ray Cook,
we serve in ministry and even forward
some Oblates with whom we serving you, Godfrey Mpundu Sekula; Front, l-r: Frs. Vincent
getting to know Sakala, Warren Brown, Lou Studer, Antonio Ponce.
live;
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Campus Ministry Association. He is
currently pursuing a D.Min. in HomiCouncilor for the NC and SC Areas letics.
of the U.S. Province in 2011.
He now begins a third term on Fr. Arthur Flores, OMI, was born in
the Provincial Council. He will also San Antonio, TX, in
serve as one of two Vicars-provin- 1963.
cial.
He
attended St. Anthony
Fr. Raymond Cook, OMI, was born High School Semiin 1968 in Waterbury,
nary in San Antonio,
CT.
TX, then went on to the University of
Prior to enterTexas-Austin and St. Edward’s Univering Oblate formation,
sity. He made his novitiate in Godfrey,
he spent several years
studied theology at CTU in Chicago,
working in the field of
was ordained in San Antonio in 1992.
information technology.
His ministry assignments have
He attended the Oblate pre- included working in several Texas parnovitiate in Buffalo, NY, and entered ishes; Area Vocation Director; Supethe novitiate in Godfrey in 2006. After rior in three different Districts; Direcstudies at OST in San Antonio, he was tor, English Speaking Donors at Obordained in San Antonio in 2012.
late Missions in San Antonio:; SW Area
His assignments included min- Councilor for San Antonio.
istry at King’s House Retreat and ReThis latest appointment will be
newal Center in Belleville, IL; Director his third term serving on the Provincial
of Campus Ministry and Chaplain at St. Council. With Fr. Brobst, he will also
Mary’s at Rice University, Houston
where he serves as President of the Joint
Continued on page 5

Spotlight on new provincial team
Fr. James Brobst, OMI, was born
in Alton, IL in 1960.
Prior to entering Oblate formation
he received a
Master’s in Music and
Performance from
Southern Illinois UniversityEdwardsville in 1983.
After graduation, he did his
pre-novitiate working at a parish in International Falls, MN and entered the
novitiate in Godfrey in 1984 and was
ordained to the priesthood in 1990 at
St. Henry’s Parish in Belleville, IL.
His ministry assignments have
included: parishes at Precious Blood
Parish in Chicago, and Sts. Peter and
Paul Parish in Alton, IL; formation at
the Oblate Scholasticate at the Sexton
House of Studies; Formation Director at the Oblate House of Theology
in Chicago, (with one year out to work
in Alaska and for sabbatical and studies); Director of King’s House Retreat
and Renewal Center in Belleville, IL;

A

fter the Installation
ceremony of the new
provincial and council
at the Basilica/Shrine, those
attending gathered at the 391
provincial residence for lunch
prepared by the cooks, Robert
Brown and Maria Nuñes.

Seated, clockwise l-r: Fr.
Frank Santucci, Joyce
Prince, Denise Revell,
William Reich, Saudeia
Martin, Dalevonne Davis.
Standing, Fr. Ray John
Marek.
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Fr. Ponce joined the Justice
Peace
and
Integrity of Creation Office
Continued from page 4
in Washington, DC, in June of 2013,
serve as one of two Vicars-provinand assumed the position of Director
cial.
in January, 2015. In addition to directFr. J. Antonio Ponce, OMI, is origiing the JPIC Office in Washington, Fr.
nally from Jalisco,
Ponce serves as JPIC animator for the
Mexico. Fr. Ponce
North American Region (US and
lived and worked in
Canada) for the General AdministraLos Angeles, CA,
tion of the Missionary Oblates in Rome.
where he joined the
Oblates.
Fr. Frank Santucci, OMI, was born
Fr. Ponce
made his First Profession at Santa in South Africa in
Cecilia parish in Guatemala City, Gua- 1950, and made his
temala, Central America in 2002 . He first Oblate profeswas ordained priest in July, 2009, at sion in South Africa
San Eugenio de Mazenod parish in La in 1970; he made
his final oblation in
Morita, Tijuana, Mexico.
Fr. Ponce worked in parishes Cedara in 1974 and
in Tijuana, Mexico; Guatemala City, was ordained to the priesthood in
and Playa Grande, Guatemala; Ot- Johannesburg in 1976.
His 41 years of missionary
tawa, Canada; Mexico City, Mexico;
and Santa Rosa Church in San priestly experience have involved him
in High School College teaching and
Fernando, CA.

Spotlight

Seated, l-r: Rowena Gono, Meghan Gieske, Diane Conocchioli, Bayor
Chantal, Janice Cooke. Standing, Brian Higgins.

chaplaincy; accompanier and teacher at
the OMI novitiate in South Africa; Rector of the OMI International Roman
Scholasticate; retreat animator, spiritual
direction and parish ministry; OMI Postulator General; member of the animation team of the International Centre de
Mazenod in Aix en Provence; founder
of charism animation at the congregational level, involving retreats, workshops and writing for Oblates and lay
associates.
In 2012 he received his obedience for the US Province and was assigned to Oblate School of Theology.
Besides teaching various spirituality and
theological courses, he is a spiritual director and a retreat preacher.
He is the first holder of the
Kusenberger Chair of Oblate Studies,
and is in the process of launching an academic Certificate in Oblate Studies,
available through internet as a service
to the whole Mazenodian Family.
Fr.. James Taggart, OMI, was born
in Buffalo, NY, in
1951.
He attended
Bishop Fallon high
school in 1969 and the
State University of
New York at Buffalo,
studying physics and math, then linguistics and economics.
He joined the Pre-novitiate in
Washington, DC, in 1977 and the Novitiate in Godfrey, IL. After philosophy
and theology studies at Oblate College in Washington, DC, he was was
ordained a priest at Sacred Heart Parish in Lowell, MA, in April of 1985.
After ordination he worked primarily in parishes for the next 16 years
In 2011 he was appointed NE Area
Councilor and it is from this position that
Fr. Taggart will be serving a
third term as a Provincial Councilor.
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Please remember in prayer
our recently departed
Angel Gago, 83, brother of Fr. Josè Gago, died in Spain.
Fr. Leo Guilmette, OMI, 81, died on June 5 at the prenovitiate
in Asunción, Paraguay.
Fr. Boniface Wittenbrink, OMI, died on June 13 in Belleville,
IL.

Nov. Bros. l-r: Joseph Olickan, Jr., Thuan Bui, Ansalin
Joe Jelastin, Alejandro Alvarado, Macario Sausande.

T

he novice, led by the Spirit living within him,
develops his personal relationship with Jesus
and gradually enters into the mystery of
Salvation through liturgy and prayer. He becomes
accustomed to listen to the Lord in Scripture, to meet
him in the Eucharist and to recognize him in other
persons and in events. He comes also to contemplate
God at work in the life and mission of the Founder, as
well as in the Congregation’s history and traditions.
Opportunities for pastoral experience in an Oblate
setting help him realize the demands of a missionary
vocation and the unity of apostolic religious life.

T

he novices are coming to the end of this novitiate
year and are in immediate preparation for taking first
vows. OMIUSA will note that event in the September
issue. Here, we check out several photos received in the last
several months.

Top, right: Novices joined the St. Louis Archdiocesan
“Pilgrimage for Solidarity with Immigrants and Refugees” in
March. Starting at the SLU campus, the multicultural group
processed to the Cathedral Basilica for Mass. Members of
many of the region’s religious communities sponsored and
participated in the event. The multicultural mass offered our
novices another intercultural experience.
Above: The novices picking the novitiate’s Saskatoon
Berries. Fr. Jack Lau, OMI was looking forward to using the
highly nutritional fruit in pies, pancakes, jam and clafouti.The
novitiate boasts four such fruit trees.
Left: Fr. Bob Morin, OMI, chats with Fr. Jack Lau and novices
prior to celebrating a Memorial Day Mass with the
congregation in the cemetery of St. Michael’s, Beltrees, IL,
where Oblates once ministered.
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Oblates praised at Ecumenical Meeting

O

by Fr. Harry Winter, OMI

blate Frs. Harry Winter and
Antonio Ponce attended the
National Workshop on
Christian Unity, on May 1-4 in
Minneapolis, MN, during which four
Oblates were praised and a vital
statement concerning Social Justice,
Mission, and Ecumenism/Interreligious
Dialogue was publicized.
Bishop Daniel Madden of
Baltimore, one of the 19 Catholic
bishops paired by Pope Francis and
Anglican Primate Justin Welby with 19
Anglican bishops, publicly praised Fr.
Ron Rolheiser, OMI’s column “500
Years of Misunderstanding.” During his
presentation, Madden indicated his
admiration for the way Rolheiser
examined our disunity and possible
solutions.

Rev. Dr. John Armstrong,
founder of ACT3 Network, an
evangelical effort to
work with Roman
Catholics, related
how he had been
invited by Cardinal
Francis George,
OMI, to dinner at
his residence, and
then accepted his
invitation to be the
first cardinal to
speak at the
evangelical
Wheaton University, in March 2012.
Fr. Butch Mazur, ecumenical
officer for the Diocese of Buffalo, NY,
praised the work of Fr. Quilin Bouzi,
OMI, in assisting refugees and

immigrants in the Buffalo area.
Rev. Jose Rubio, ecumenical
officer for the Diocese of San Jose, CA,
explained Fr. David Power, OMI’s
role in helping him obtain his Master’s

in Theology from Catholic University.
Fr. Power’s courses on the Eucharist
are known for their ability to help other
Christians, especially Episcopalians,
and Catholics to pray together.
Cardinal
Jean-Louis
Tauran, President of the Pontifical
Council for Interreligious Dialogue,
asked us to examine and live the
joint 2011 statement from his
council, the World Council of
Churches, and the World
Evangelical Alliance “Christian
Witness in a Multi-Religious
World.”
Beginning with the short
sentence “Mission belongs to the very
being of the church,” the short, 5 page
document goes on to bond ecumenism,
social justice and interreligious dialogue.
No one at the workshop could explain
why this statement, especially its
concrete recommendations, has gone
so unnoticed.
(For more, cf: www.omiusa.org.
blate-founded St. Joseph’s parish in Eagle Pass, TX celebrated its 50th For the text of “Christian Witness in a
World”
cf:
anniversary on May 1. Among the Oblate concelebrants were, l-r: Frs. Multi-Religious
www.harrywinter.org
at
the
top
of
the
Isidor Garcia, Lawrence Mariasoosai, Richard Kulwiec (pastor) Bishop
page of Mission-Unity-Dialogue,
James Tamayo, Bishop of Laredo, Benito Ibarra (parish deacon) Frs. James home
under the headline “More on the Vital
Fee and Paul Dass Selvaraj. Fr. Bill Antone, OMI, took the photo.
Statement.”)

O
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St. Joseph Worker Shrine observes Fatima centennial
by Bro. Richard Coté, OMI
The celebration of the Fatima Centen- world-wide pilgrimage. The image
nial will be enhanced at the Shrine of held by the Shrine travelled someSt. Joseph the Worker in Lowell, MA, 700,000 miles, visiting 140 dioceses in
because of singular holy mementos in the United States alone.
our possession.
The Oblate who was given cusThe Oblates of Mary Im- tody of this image, Fr. Alphonse
maculate and the Shrine have in Breault, OMI, has given testimony
their custody one of the two pilgrim (1968) that the statue miraculously came
statues of Our Lady of Fatima offi- ALIVE in his presence on June 28,
cially blessed by Pope Pius XII in 1953!
1947 (the 30th anniversary of the
The Shrine’s second Fatima
apparitions and at the close of memento is a full-length stained glass
World War II) and then sent on window depicting the “miracle of the
sun” which occurred on October 13,
1917. This Marian window, installed in
the early 1960’s, has been the object
of meditative devotion ever since.
The Shrine will incorporate precious religious mementos in a monthly
solemn enthronement of the miraculous
Pilgrim Statue.
The commemorative devotions
in her honor will be conducted by the
local Pro-Maria Committee under the
chaplaincy of Bro. Richard Coté,
OMI. The centenary devotions, celebrated after the noon Mass, started on

M

embers of the Zambia
delegation arrived at the
provincial headquarters
in Washington, DC to meet with the
provincial team from May 21-25.
The photo was taken after lunch with
the 391 community.

Standing, l-r: Frs. Michael
Musaba, Greg Gallagher, Nebby
Chanda Mutale, Antonio Ponce,
George Kirwin. Seated, clockwise:
Frs. Jim Chambers, Lou Studer,
Godfrey Mpundu Sekula, Vincent
Sakala, Ray John Marek, Tom
Coughlin, and Bill Antone.
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May 13 and will continuing on the 13th
of each month through October 13.
Pope Francis has extended the
privilege of obtaining a Plenary Indulgence on the 13th day of each month May through October in 2017.

Partnership Launches ‘Mission Fund’

T

his will mark the first year that the
Partnership will make several
small grants to assist US Oblate
priorities and Oblate missions around the
world. The Partnership will make these
supporting grants to Oblate
missionaries through its newly created
“Partnership Mission Fund.”
With approximately $1.3 million
received thus far and over $500,000 more
committed in estate planning, the Fund will
be following investment and distribution
rules similar to foundations, but will remain

9-member Grants Committee. The
Grants Committee will meet in
a restricted fund of the US Province. December each year, in person and via
By approval of the tele/video conference, to review and
Partnership Advisory Committee, the approve project requests provided to
Partnership Mission Fund will have a the Committee by the leadership of the
US Province of Oblates.
In 2017, the Fund hopes to
makes 10-15 grants in the $5,000
range. If you are interested in being
on the Partnership Mission Fund
Grants Committee, please contact
Artie. And please consider the
Partnership Mission Fund in your
estate planning!

2017 Cuba visit delights Partners

T

his past January Partners (from all
over the US, but mostly Texas)
and a few of our friends from the
Raskob Foundation spent 5 days and
nights behind the Cuba curtain and found
a lot to celebrate in the Cuban people,
culture and Church.
Attending from the Partnership were
Bonnie & Frank Gittinger, Mary
Blasko, Leo Perez, OMI, Renee &
Carl Landegger, Alexandra & Mike
Koroscik, Shari & Charlie Biediger,
MD, Vivian Vance, Jasmine
Azima, Katie & Michael
Whitehurst, LynMarie &
Thom Winninger and Artie
Pingolt.
Joining us from the
Raskob Foundation, one of
the longest-standing supporters
of Oblates around the world
were Maria Robinson, Ted
Bremekamp, and Melissa
Martin. The biggest reason the
trip went so smoothly was our
local host, planner and
consigliere, Oblate missionary
Roger Hallee, OMI.
Fr. Roger recently announced that he will be de-

lighted to host another group of
Partners for a 4-5 day visit in
March, 2018.
Here are a few of the highlights
of the 2017 visit, which we hope to
repeat in 2018:
♦ 1. Private visit and discussion with Cuba’s Cardinal Emeritus Jaime Lucas Ortega y Alamino
♦ 2. Private visit and discussion with Communist Party official
♦ 3. Tour of Havana and inner-city parish

♦ 4. Meetings with faith-communities of Oblate parishes
♦ 5. Tour of Cuban countryside
and small towns
♦ 6. Fantastic food at cool restaurants
♦ 7. Evening of Cuban music
and dance.
The 2018 trip will include a day
and night at Cuba’s world-famous
Varadero Beach. Please let Artie know
of interest. Currently, we have 8 people
who would like to attend Cuba Experience 2018.
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McLean’s work continues at CUA

A

lthough Fr. George McLean,
OMI, died in September
2016, the work he began at
the Catholic University of America,
Washington, DC, as Founder of the
Council for Research in Values and
Philosophy (RVP) and the CUA Center
for the Study of Culture and Values
(CSCV) continues.
In November 2017 The
McLean Center for the Study of Culture and Values (MCSCV) will be officially inaugurated at CUA.
The RVP is an international and
independent philosophical community,
while MCSCV is part of the CUA and
the base for Ms. Hu Yuping, Fr.
McLean’s long-time associate, and

others to continue the work for the RVP.
The two entities work together closely
for the same goal and overlapping personals.
John A. Kromkowski, Dean
for the College of Arts & Sciences at
CUA, is now director of the MCSCV;
John P. Hogan, is MCSCV Senior
Research Fellow.
This year’s Fall RVP
conference at CUA, Re-Learning to
be Human for Global Times:
Understanding the Meaning of Being
Human across Cultures and
Civilizations, will be held Aug.21Sept.22. Other 2017 RVP conferences
are being held in: Austria, Zimbabwe,
Nigeria, Kenya (2), Uganda, China (4),

Fr. George McLean, OMI
Tajikstan, Kyrgyzstan, Romania,
Russia.
It’s impossible not to be
impressed by the work being done by
the RVP. I’d suggest everyone check out
the breadth and depth of this
international group of scholars:
http://www.crvp.org/ (Ed. note.)

Award is presented for “Distinguished
Service in Ministry with people with
Continued from page 1
OMI Award to Sr. Josanne Buszek, disabilities and those who share the
CSSF. at a special Mass celebrated by journey.”
The VMs are people
Fr. William Antone, OMI. (Cf.
dedicated to providing spiritual
sidebar)
The Outstanding Achievement support for all those with disabilities
or who are chronically ill and those
who wish to journey with them. They
are a diverse group – comprised of
laity and religious, women and men,

the young and the not so young.
They are a visionary people
called to live a life of hope; called to
see past the struggles of life to the victory
that is born through the spirit of love.
Founded by the late Fr. John
Maronic, OMI, in 1964, the Victorious
Missionaries (then called Victim
Missionaries) was the first such
movement formed by and run by
persons with disabilities.

VM annual conference

Bro. Tom Ruhmann, OMI in front
of a banner portraying chapters of
the Victorious Missionaries.
OMI-USA - 10

Felician Sr. Josanne Buszek has left a loving mark on the hearts of
the sisters in her religious community as well as on the people living
in the Buffalo, NY area. She became disabled after falling down 22
concrete steps with steel edges that caused seven broken vertebrae
and a concussion. She wore a brace for about 20 years. In spite of
her disability, she has ministered to her beloved sick and elderly sisters in the infirmary for many years. Fluent in Polish, she did pastoral work for Buffalo’s largest Polish parish.
Once she heard about the VMs, she became one of the early
pioneers of the Buffalo, NY Chapter. She opened the Office for the
Disabled in the Buffalo Diocese of Western New York, and was the
stimulus for many parishes to become wheelchair accessible.

Finn reflects on ministry

R

ecently, Fr. Séamus Finn,
OMI, shared some of his activities over the past several
months with members of the DC Oblate community. He reflected on three
areas.1.Work for the Vatican; 2.OIP and
ICCR related 3.Speaking invitations.

1. At the Vatican he has worked
with a committee of 8 people from different regions of the world for the
Vatican Bank (IOR), writing a document (hopefully to be published by October 2017) to guide the implementation of a Faith Consistent Investment
program at the IOR and across the other
four Vatican asset owning entities.
(APSA; Propaganda; Secretariat of
State and the Vatican Pension Funds).
He has also worked with the new
Vatican Dicastery for Promoting Inte-

gral Human Development as
chair of the Mining and Faith Reflections Initiative
(MFRI) that
meets three
times a year in
London and
sponsors such
Fr. Finn (l) visits biscuit factory in Lagos
projects as the
lar fund (which has a strong commitrecent visit to the coal mining region of ment to development and to responColombia. The Dicastery is an ecumeni- sible investing) that has a presence in
cal initiative also involving the Church six Africa countries.
of England and the UK Methodist
While with the Fund in Lagos last
Church.
March, he visited their most recent in2: Fr. Finn represents the OIP vestment BELOXXI. The CEO is a
on the advisory Board of 8 Miles Pri- Catholic from southern Nigeria and very
vate Equity Fund. The OIP has a small active in the mission of the church in
position in this nearly $200 million dol- Nigeria.

The insight of those who saw
the creation of the OIP as a service and
ministry is, perhaps, unique across the
world of religious communities and one
without which the financial resources
of many units and ministries in the congregation and for other OIP participants
would be lessened.
3. Most of the Speaking invitations come from his involvement with
OIP and as board chair of the ICCR
They are an opportunity, as George
McLean would say, to shed the light of
the gospel on some of the issues and
challenges that societies are facing that
are often seen as outside of the regular
mission field of the church.
Recently these opportunities
ast February, after Mass at Our Lady of Refuge Church in Eagle Pass, TX. included a Faith Consistent InvestFr. James Fee, OMI, blessed various motorcycle groups and prayed for ment Forum sponsored by Bank of
all who had recently died or who had lost their lives in cycle accidents. America/Merrill Lynch; Panel on DeAfterwards, in honor of the deceased members, they “revved-up” their engines velopment Issues at the Prospectors
with a roar that could be heard across the close-by border with Mexico. Motor- and Developers Association of Canada
cycle clubs recognized were: Eagle Riders, Gypsies, Hacon, Kaidos, American convention and two panel events on
th
Legion, Metal Riders, Southern Justice and Independientes. Some of these men Faith and Finance at the 7 Latin
America Forum on Impact Investing.
and women are steadfast workers in the parish and Knights of Columbus.
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New Hmong Oblate Associates
Make Initial Commitment

Standing with Hmong Associates are Oblate Fathers (l-r) Lon
Konold, Harry Winter, Daniel Nassaney, and Harold Fisher.

O

n Saturday April 29, 2017, a new group of eight Oblate
Associates made their first annual commitment before Fr. Harry
Winter, OMI at Christ the King Retreat Center in Buffalo,

MN. What makes this new group of Associates
unique is that it is made up of Laotian refugees
who are part of the Hmong ethnic group.
Laos is made up of six ethnic cultural
tribes, one of which is the Hmong. In the 1950’s
and 60’s, many of the Hmong people were
evangelized by Catholic Missionaries, some of
whom were Missionary Oblates. During that
period, 17 missionaries (including six Oblates)
and lay people were killed while serving the
faith. This group was beatified in Laos on
December 11, 2016 by Cardinal Orlando
Quevedo, OMI.
The new Hmong Oblate Associates are
affiliated with St. Patrick’s Parish in St. Paul
where their pastor is Fr. Michael Powell,
OMI.
According to Fr. Lon Konold, OMI,
the new Hmong Associates group brings the
total number of Oblate Associates in the TwinCities area to 26, with the individuals spread
out over four separate groups.
All four groups come together twice per
year for initiation and renewal of commitment,
plus prayer, fellowship and sharing their
experiences.

New Oblate Associates group
make commitment in NH

S

even men and women from Northern New
Hampshire were received into the Oblate Associates
on May 6, 2017 during a vigil Mass at St. Albert
Church in W. Stewartstown on the Canadian border.
NE Area Councilor, Fr. James Taggart, OMI,
concelebrated Mass with Fr. Craig Cheney, pastor. Fr.
Taggart received the commitments in a ceremony held after
the homily. The group’s advisor, Bro. Richard Coté, OMI,
presented each with an Oblate cross.
Bro. Coté formed the group from a group of
volunteers who assisted the Oblates with the 2014 closing
of the Shrine of Our Lady of Grace in Colebrook, NH.
The commitment ceremony followed a three-year formation
program.
The Colebrook NH Oblate Associates meet at St.
Brendan’s Church Hall in Colebrook for prayer, input on
Oblate values, building community and reaching out to the
poor in their own familiar surroundings. Their dual purpose
OMI-USA - 12

Bro. Coté presents an Oblate Cross to Associate George
Goulet of Groveton, NH. Assisting is volunteer Carolyn
Blodgett, also from Groveton.
is to continue local devotion to Our Lady of Grace, patroness
of the new Associate Community, and to “keep alive” the
Charism of St. Eugene de Mazenod, in the “Great North
Woods” of New Hampshire.

40 new Associates
in Eagle Pass, TX

H

aving completed a 12-session
formation program coordinated locally by Dr. Carlos
Hernandez, 40 new Oblate Associates
made a one-year commitment at Sacred
Heart Parish in Eagle Pass, TX, after a
weekend retreat May 30-31, led by
Ms. Geri Furmanek, National
Director of Oblate Associates
The pastor, Fr. Lawrence
Mariasoosai, OMI, told the group, New Associates pose with Fr. Antone, (far right 3rd row), Fr. Mariasoosai,
“Oblate Associates is not just another (far right 2nd row) and Geri Furmanek, (far right, 1st row).
This is the second Associate
he reflected, “how attractive the
charism of St. Eugene is when it retreat Geri Furmanek has led in Eagle
is explained and when people get Pass, the first being last year at Our
to know him…also the work we Lady of Refuge Parish. “I have really
do as Oblates is attractive; we been impressed by the Oblates and
see how people relate to a Oblate Associates I’ve met in Eagle
Church that is close to the poor.” Pass” she said. “The parishioners have
At the end, Geri been very dedicated in following the
Furmanek presented each Associate program; they’re also very
associate with a St. Eugene much part of their parish life.”
Fr. Antone gives the Oblate Associate cross medal, reminding them to “Know Story & photo from Will Shaw’s article
group to join, it is a way of life.”
on www.omiusa.org.
your dignity.”
Dr. Hernandez spoke for the
group, “I believe we have been blessed,
each one in different ways by the
Oblates. I consider St. Eugene a model
of perseverance and commitment to the
poor and I believe that my responsibility
as a parishioner at Sacred Heart is to
continue with the Oblate Associates.”
St. Eugene himself, (Will Shaw)
visited the new Associates, thanking
them for their commitment to the
charism, saying, “You, too, are ministers
of God’s mercy. We cannot do God’s
will alone. You are called to practice
r. Louis Studer, OMI (center, purple chasuble) led the annual retreat
charity in your families, at work, in your
for Oblate Associates from Most Precious Blood parish in Chula
parish and neighborhood.”
Vista, CA, and Associates from San Fernando, CA on March 18,
Fr. William Antone, OMI,
celebrated the commitment Mass and 2017. Hermie Alignay, Associates coordinator at Precious Blood, made
blessed a new statue of the Founder the arrangements along with the collaboration of the pastor, Fr. Silverio
placed in the parish garden. “I can see,” Espenilla, Fr. Bill Antone, OMI, and Ms. Geri Furmanek.
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Crowds honor mothers
at TX Oblate Missions

H

undreds gathered on the
Oblate Missions grounds in
San Antonio, TX, to honor
Mother’s Day in a ceremony that
alternated between subdued prayers
and blessings for mothers and the lively
Matachines, who danced to drum beats
in headdresses and jingling skirts.
Fr Leo Perez, OMI,
celebrated the early Mass in English,
attended by hundreds of mothers,
Oblates, and members of the Lady of Guadalupe. Joined by mariachi
community.
and matachines, he placed a bouquet
of roses at the altar. At the end of the
service, mothers in attendance
received a carnation.
Miguel Tapia, leader of the
Matachines de la Gruta de Lourdes
Tepeyac, the 35-member group of
volunteers which performs at
churches in and outside of San
Antonio, said the dance type, “danza
de carrizo,” hails from central Mexico.
It is especially important on Mother’s
Day because his group is all about
Fr. Saturnino Lajo, OMI, family. (For more go to: http://
celebrated the Spanish Mass honoring www.omiusa.org/index.php/2017/05/17/
both Our Lady of Lourdes and Our celebrating-moms-on-their-special-day/

O

n Memorial Day, local Oblates gathered at the Oblate plot at the
San Fernando Mission (CA) where many Oblates of the former
Western Province are buried and at St. Joseph’s cemetery in Chelmsford,
MA, burial plot of many Oblates
from the Northeast.
Right, in San Fernando, standing l-r
before a statue of Mary erected by
the province’s first provincial, Fr.
Charles Burns, OMI: Bro. Craig
Bonham, Frs. Luis Valbuena, Carlos
Alarcon,Juan Ayala and Amador
Lopez.
Left, in Chelmsford, Fr. John Staak
presided at the Mass with
concelebrants Frs. Charles Breault
(at lectern), Wil Harvey, Henri
Delisle, and Jim Flavin.
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Top: Fr. Lajo greets the
congregation; Left: several
Matachines; Above : Sch. Bro.
Eleazar Manuel-Lopez, Fr. Lajo and
Sch. Bro. Lester Antonio Zapata

Fr. Morell (standing, 4th from left) with the “Rosies” in Australia.

Morell spends evening with “Rosies”
by Fr. Bill Morell, OMI
“Jumping for joy” is not a phrase
The Rosies are very sensitive
I would immediately associate with St. about pictures being taken of their street
Eugene, at least not from what little I friends. So I didn’t get the picture I
know of his stature and temperament! wanted. I sat for a pretty long time on
But still, the phase comes to mind as I the curb with Mike — maybe not long
moved around the “Oblate world” in enough to truly strike up a friendship
Brisbane during my first days in this land with him, but long enough to appreciate
“down-under.” What I saw was his humor and outgoing nature… and
thoroughly and beautifully Oblate. One to learn a bit about his life as an
scene I found myself in was with the aborigine and veteran. He asked me for
Rosies and their friends
nothing… we just talked. e broke up
Before I left for an evening on our conversation to help a young mother
the streets with Fr John David, a local get some food for her kids.
Oblate chaplain to Rosies efforts, the
Rosie website told me, “tonight, 20,000
Queenslanders are homeless. Nearly
half are women. Over 40% are aged
25 or under. More than 3,500 of those
are kids 12…”
We went to a town on the of
Brisbane. I don’t know how many
Rosie sites there are across the
Australian State of Queensland, maybe
a couple of dozen. But in the site where
I was, the hundred or so folks we met
that evening were present in those
proportions described on their website.

… But really, what can you accomplish
in a single evening? What kind of
friendship is based on one visit? But
that’s the point of Rosies. it’s never a
single evening. For many, it’s night after
night or week after week. For some it’s
a 10 or 20-year experience. And in that
fact is another blessing for the Rosies.
Students and grandparents, young
mothers and retired executives… lots
of kinds of “friendships built through
ministry” are formed, in addition to the
friendships made sitting on the curbs.
Thanks to Fr David, I had a
chance to be with Oblates in a setting
much more suited to St Eugene’s zeal
than an assembly hall and meeting room.
But you know, even when
Oblates are gathered in a meeting room,
sitting in chairs not on curbs… even
then, I suspect St Eugene may be
tempted to jump for joy learning his sons
are there to discuss how best to stay true
to his spirit and to plot the direction of
their ministries and lives toward those
people most in need of the Gospel and
Christ’s compassionate love.

r. Karl Davis, OMI,
pictured at left with Yale
student, Tori Sampson,
serves as Assistant Chaplain at the
St. Thomas More Center at Yale
University in New Haven, CT.
Fr. Karl is one of two
Oblates in the U. S. province
presently doing full-time campus
ministry: The other, Fr. Ray Cook,
is ministering at Rice University in
Houston, TX.
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End Runs

Oblate Associates Joua and Kou Ly visited with Fr. Daniel Taillez, OMI
last April at his residence in Pontmain, France. Ordained to the priesthood
on March 17, 1963, he received his first assignment for Laos where he
spent 12 years, barely escaping with his life
after having witnessed and shared much of
the suffering of the Hmong at the hands of
the Communists (17 of whom, laity and
Oblates, were beatified as martyrs on Dec.
11, 2016 by Card. Orlando Quevedo,
OMI). After his escape, Fr. Taillez spent a
year in Haiti and was then assigned to work
with the Hmong from the then-Oblate parish of St. Mary’s in downtown
St Paul, MN. In his 20 years, he baptized 515 Hmong in that parish alone.The
Ly’s assured Fr. Taillez that he was remembered and missed in St. Paul.
√
An international Catholic young adult ministry, Pure in Heart, meets every alternate Tuesday for an evening of prayer and fellowship Oblate Shrine of
St. Joseph the Worker in Lowell, MA under the chaplaincy of Fr. Terry
O’Connell, OMI. Pure in Heart emphasizes spreading Jesus’ teachings on the
sanctity of life; the beauty of human sexuality and the joys of living chastely as
well as the faithful discernment of one’s vocation in life. The exploration of Pope
St. John Paul II’s Theology of the Body forms the basis for the group’s faith
education component. It allows young people to find their place in a “culture of
life” – a culture at variance with many of the values promoted in contemporary
society.
√
On the occasion of Fr. Harry Winter’s departure from ministry in St. Paul,
MN, Dr. Sia Lo, a member of the Hmong Catholic Community gave this speech of
farewell.
“On behalf of the Catholic Hmong congregation here at St. Patrick, I want to
Thank you Father for bringing us to this church. ...
About a Century or so ago, it was another Oblate Priest from France
like you that found our people in the Jungle of Laos. They risked their lives to
find us in that jungle. Once they found us, they took the time to learn our culture
and our ways—in order to truly to teach us about our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
When they found us, we did not have a written language and so they
created one for us. Using the Roman characters, they developed our written language
for the first time. Today, all Hmong around the world can communicate with each
other through writing or through the use of the internet— thanks to our Oblate priests.
In fact, every time I write in Hmong, I cannot help but think about them.
When we were refugees in Thailand, the Catholic Church was instrumental in bringing our people into the U.S. and Minnesota. It was the Charity of
the Catholic church that clothed and fed many of our families until we were able
to provide for ourselves. So, our community are truly indebted to you and the
Catholic Church.”

Remember to check out the province’s website
for more information and links to other Oblate
news items.: www.omiusa.org
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God of our fathers,
you gave Saints Anne and
Joachim
the privilege of being the
parents of Mary,
the mother of your incarnate
Son.
May their prayers help us to
attain
the salvation you have
promised to your people.
We ask this through Christ
our Lord. Amen.
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